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WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
 

 

 

 
Sunday, December 18, 2022 – 10:15 a.m. 

 
“Making more and stronger disciples of Jesus Christ 

through the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
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Preservice Music [Piano Selections: “Christmas Medley of Traditional 

Carols” (Ashlyn Whelan); “Little Drummer Boy” (Collin Dethrow); “Christmas 

Medley of Traditional Carols” (Ayda Eggemeyer)] 

 

Bells 

 

Welcome 

 

Congregational Hymn, “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful” [Accompanied 

by Liam Garner, Jenna Hoeffken, and Ashlyn Whelan, trumpets] 
 

Oh, come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 

Oh come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold him born the king of angels: Oh, come, 

let us adore him, oh come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 

The highest, most holy, Light of light eternal, Born of a 

virgin, a mortal he comes; 

Son of the Father now in flesh appearing! 

Oh, come, let us adore him, oh, come, let us adore him,  

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, Sing, all ye 

citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God in the highest: 

Oh, come, let us adore him, oh, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning. 

Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: 

Oh, come, let us adore him, oh, come, let us adore him,  

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 

P:  In the name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the 

Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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P:  Like Adam and Eve, we too are sinners and need hope of 

salvation. 

C: Reveal to us the Savior. 

P: Like David and the prophets of old, we need your promise 

of love. 

C:  Reveal to us the Savior. 

P: Like Mary, Joseph and the shepherds, give us peace and joy. 

C: Reveal to us the Savior. 

P:  Like all the saints that have gone before us, grant us the gift 

of life. 

C: Reveal to us the Savior. 

P: O God of Love, you have given us the most precious gift of 

your Son. On this special day, we again remember the birth 

of Jesus and the message of love and hope given to us all. As 

we ponder the mysteries of your plan of salvation, reveal to 

us the Savior. Bless our worship in the name of the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

Introduction 

Theme Hymn (3rd – 8th grade children) 
This little child is God's own Son, a Savior born for everyone. 

 

Introduction of “O Christmas Tree” (Narrators) 

Part 1: Tree of Wisdom 

Theme Hymn (3rd – 8th grade children) 
The tree of wisdom ruined man but God unveiled his saving plan. 

 

The Beginning of the Story (3rd – 8th grade children) 

 

Congregational Hymn, “Hark, the Glad Sound” 

 

Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, the Savior 

promised long;  

Let ev'ry heart prepare a throne and ev'ry voice a song. 

 

He comes the pris'ners to release, in Satan's bondage held.  

The gates of brass before him burst, the iron fetters yield. 
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Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, your welcome shall 

proclaim,  

And heav'n's eternal arches ring with your beloved name. 

Part 2: Tree of Hope 

Theme Hymn (3rd – 8th grade children) 
God gave us hope when all was lost, He sent his Son—the final cost. 

 

Faithful Men and Women (3rd – 8th grade children) 

 

Congregational Hymn, “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee 

tonight. 

 

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv'n! 

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his 

heav'n. 

No ear may hear his coming; but, in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ 

enters in. 

Part 3: Tree of Promise 

Theme Hymn (3rd – 8th grade children) 
The tree of promise bears good fruit. Passed on by God, through Jesse's root. 

 

Promises by God (3rd – 8th grade children) 

 

Hymn, “Let Our Gladness Have No End”  
(3rd – 8th grade children v. 1-2; Congregation v. 3) 

 

Let our gladness have no end, Hallelujah! 

For to earth did Christ descend, Hallelujah! 

On this day God gave us Christ, his Son, to save us;  

Christ, his Son, to save us. 
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See, the loveliest blooming rose, Hallelujah! 

From the branch of Jesse grows. Hallelujah! 

On this day God gave us Christ, his Son, to save us;  

Christ, his Son, to save us. 
 

Into flesh is made the Word. Hallelujah! 

He, our refuge and our Lord. Hallelujah! 

On this day God gave us Christ, his Son, to save us;  

Christ, his Son, to save us. 

Part 4: Tree of Love 

Theme Hymn (3rd – 8th grade children) 
This baby Jesus from above was sent by God—a gift of love. 

 

Jesus’ Birth (3rd – 8th grade children) 

 

Children’s Hymn, “Away in a Manger” (Preschool – 2nd grade children) 

Part 5: Tree of Peace 

Theme Hymn (3rd – 8th grade children) 
The angels sang of Jesus' birth. “Glory to God, and peace on earth.” 

 

Arrival of the Angels (3rd – 8th grade children) 

 

Congregational Hymn, “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” 

 

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of 

gold: "Peace on earth, good will to all, from heav'n's all-

gracious King." 

The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing. 

 

For lo! The days are hast'ning on, by prophets seen of old, 

When with the ever-circling years shall come the time 

foretold, When peace shall over all the earth its ancient 

splendors fling, 

And all the world give back the song which now the angels 

sing. 
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Part 6: Tree of Joy 

Theme Hymn (3rd – 8th grade children) 
With joy and praise the shepherds sang. Throughout the world, the good news 

rang. 

 

Shepherds’ Proclamation (3rd – 8th grade children) 

 

Congregational Hymn, “Angels, From the Realms of Glory” 

 

Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o'er all 

the earth;  

Once you sang creation's story; now proclaim Messiah's 

birth: Come and worship, come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 

Shepherds, in the fields abiding, watching o'er your flocks 

by night,  

God with us is now residing; yonder shines the infant light. 

Come and worship, come and worship,  

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 

All creation, join in praising God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One. 

Come and worship, come and worship,  

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

Part 7: Tree of Life 

Theme Hymn (Preschool – 2nd grade children) 
You died upon that awful tree that we'd have life and be set free. 

 

Why Did Jesus Come to Earth? (Preschool – 2nd grade children) 

 

Congregational Hymn, “What Child Is This” 

 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

While shepherds watch are keeping? 
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This, this is Christ the king, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 

The babe, the son of Mary! 

 

Why lies He in such mean estate 

Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 

The silent Word is pleading. 

 

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 

The cross be borne for me, for you; 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

The babe, the son of Mary! 

 

Christmas Message 

 

Offering [Piano Selection, “O Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree” (traditional 

carol) (Ashlyn Whelan)] 
 

Prayers 

P: Dear Lord, we thank you for revealing yourself to us as a 

little baby. Fill us with the same hope, love, peace and joy 

that you have given to your people since the beginning of 

time. Give us the faith to see you as the Savior of the world 

and the desire to share that message with everyone. In Jesus' 

name.  

C: Amen. 

 

The Lord's Prayer 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Conclusion 

P: Reveal to us a Savior. 

C: God is our Tree of Wisdom. 

P:  To God belong wisdom and power; counsel and 

understanding are his. (Job 12:13) 

C:  God is our Tree of Hope. 

P:  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you 

trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:13) 

C:  God is our Tree of Promise. 

P:  And this is what he promised us-even eternal life. (1 John 2:25) 

C:  God is our Tree of Love. 

P:  A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have 

loved you, so you must love one another. (John 13:34) 

C:  God is our Tree of Peace. 

P:  Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we 

have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 

5:1) 
C:  God is our Tree of Joy. 

P:  The ransomed of the Lord will return. They will enter Zion 

with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads. 

Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing 

will flee away. (Isaiah 35:10) 

C:  God is our Tree of Life. 

All:  For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 

life. (John 3:16) 

 

Benediction 

P:  May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God 

the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. (2 Cor. 13:14) Be faithful, even unto death, and I will give 

you the crown of life. (Rev. 2:10) 

C: Amen. 
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Closing Hymn, “Crown Him with Many Crowns” [Accompanied by 

Liam Garner, Jenna Hoeffken, and Ashlyn Whelan, trumpets] 
 

Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne; 

Hark, how the heav'nly anthem drowns all music but its 

own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee, 

And hail him as thy matchless king through all eternity. 

 

Crown him the virgin's Son, the God incarnate born, 

Whose arm those crimson trophies won which now his 

brow adorn; 

Fruit of the mystic rose, yet of that rose the stem, 

The root whence mercy ever flows, the babe of Bethlehem. 

 

Crown him the Lord of love-behold his hands and side, 

Rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified. 

No angels in the sky can fully bear that sight, 

But downward bend their burning eyes at mysteries so 

bright. 

 

Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o'er the grave 

And rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save. 

His glories now we sing, who died arid rose on high, 

Who died eternal life to bring and lives that death may die. 

 

Bells/Postlude 

 
Creative Communications grants the purchaser of the copyright release to use the content of the product for use within the 
parish or issued to the members of a parish for use in their homes for worship or devotional purposes. The content cannot 
be resold in any form to another vendor. You have our full permission to use the content of the product (Oh' Christmas 

Tree) (RV6) in this manner. 

 

Worship Helpers: 

Pastor – Rev. Merritt Demski  Music Director – Ann Frank 

Ushers – Kevin Whelan, Alex Whelan 

Media/Facebook Live – Cathy Whelan 

Trumpeters – Liam Garner, Jenna Hoeffken & Ashlyn Whelan 

Sunday School Music Leaders – Jenna Hoeffken & Autumn Whelan 

Sunday School Teachers – Devin Brammeier, Deborah Joellenbeck, Tracy 

Simms, Alan Stumpf, Greg Wiegand, and Melissa Wiegand 



9 
 

Please join us for a Birthday Party for Jesus in 

the multipurpose room immediately following 

this service. All are welcome! 

 

Thank you to Gayle Mesnarich for 
constructing the Christmas tree and 

ornaments used for this service. 
 

 

 

 

 

Join us! All are welcome! 
 

 

 

And at Christmas too… 
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Shut-in & Homebound Members 
 

During this Advent & Christmas time, the Board of Social Ministry 
is asking for the congregation’s help by sending cards to our shut-

in & homebound members. See the list below.  Thank you! 
 

 


