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How do you use that time?
A man recently called the church office
asking about Sunday School for his child.
When I mentioned we have adult Bible
study he said, “I’m a busy guy. My kid
has questions. I don’t have time for that
kind of stuff.”
What do you have time for?
How do you use your time and money?
What about the skills you have developed
or you seem to have innately?
Is it even right to say YOUR time? Is it
YOUR money? Are they YOUR skills?
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Pastor Troup’s
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In certain senses of how we talk, yes, of
course. The money in your bank account
doesn’t legally belong to Kevin down the
street.

11 Wusrtmarkt &
Country Store

I’d like to challenge you to re-frame how
you think about these things.

Making more and
stronger disciples of
Jesus Christ through
the power of the
Holy Spirit.

Time, money, and skills are entrusted to
you. It doesn’t belong to you. It never has
and never will. When you die, it’s done
(read Ecclesiastes or Luke 12:13-21).
You can strive to live wisely but time,
money, and skills are not “ours.”

You are a steward. Time, money, and
skills are all given to you by God. They
belong to Him THROUGH you to bless
you and those around you.
God who exists outside of time and
space. Yet he entered into His creation
and used the flesh and blood that He
created in order to take our sins to the
cross on Golgatha 2000 years ago.
Christ delivered His perfect stewardship
of the time He created, the riches of an
eternal inheritance he owns, and the faith
to trust His promises to you in baptism.
We are forgiven and new in Christ. Our
time is no longer consumed by selfcentered pleasure in the world, but by
hearing the Word of God and keeping it
(Luke 11:28).
Be intentional about gathering with
Christ’s church each weekend. Find a
Bible study to attend. Spend time talking
about the things of God around the table.
Serve those around you.
Your Heavenly Father made you His
own through Jesus. He gives you the
Holy Spirit to live wisely now that you
have eternal life in Christ.
Tune into the Monday emails in
September where I’ll start digging into a
new topic.
The Lord bless and be with you!
In Christ,
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From Our Associate Pastor…
I thank my God every time I remember you. Phil. 1:3 (NIV)
Dear Brothers and Sisters of Immanuel,
As most of you know, this is my last newsletter article since I’ll be
retiring at the end of September. Newsletter articles are always a
mixed bag. You wonder how many people read them, but you write
them anyway since they’re a good way to communicate. The author
has a monthly forum and can share a lot of thoughts and information
that don’t normally make it into sermons and Bible studies. That being
the case, I like to share some last thoughts with you.
First, I want you to know how grateful I am to have been your pastor.
Being a pastor is one the greatest jobs in the world, and you all have
made it a pleasure and privilege. I’m especially thankful for your
support, your willingness to work with me, your openness to God’s
Word, and your forgiveness. Let me expand on this briefly.
I’m thankful that you welcomed me and my family into your midst and
supported us financially, spiritually, and emotionally for 26 years. It
warms my heart to think that my children and some of my
grandchildren have been a part of Immanuel during our time here.
Cindy and I raised our kids here. Immanuel has truly been our church
home.
I’m thankful for your openness to God’s Word. There’s never been a
time here when I feared sharing the full counsel of God with you.
True, some of you haven’t liked what I said. God’s Word has a way of
confronting things we’d rather not deal with. It can cause us to squirm.
But even when I presented the hard teachings of Scripture (like
forgiving the enemy and avoiding the evil of racial bigotry), I knew
you would listen. I knew you wouldn’t run me out of town! And what
joy you’ve demonstrated over the gospel. It’s been so uplifting to
watch you smile and show such profound peace over Jesus cleansing
you of all your sins.
You were even supportive of me when I got my doctor’s degree.
When I wrote my dissertation, I was required to do a certain amount of
field research, which means members of the congregation had to be
involved in providing data through questionnaires and interviews.
When I asked for volunteers, 82 members stepped up to help me.
Eighty-two people were willing to answer questionnaires or be
interviewed. Who does that?
Finally, thank you for your forgiveness. I can’t tell you how many
times I’ve had to say at meetings or other get togethers, “Sorry, my
bad. Sorry, that’s my fault. Sorry, I neglected to do that.” And you
forgave me. You forgave me, we came together, and did the Lord’s
work. What a rare and beautiful blessing!
People have asked what I’ll do after stepping down here at Immanuel.
Frankly, I’ve got plenty of work projects and hobbies to keep me busy.
And I’ll help other churches who need a substitute preacher or teacher.
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Truth be told, one doesn’t retire from
serving the Lord. You just serve in
different ways after retirement. Cindy
and I will miss you, but we know that
God will be with you and bless you as he
will be with and bless us. We are God’s
family and nothing will ever change
that—and, dear brothers and sisters, I will
“thank God every time I remember
you.” (Phil. 1:3) To God be the glory
forever and ever!
Love in Christ,

A Note from Our Music
Director…
A New Music Ministry Season begins
Fall 2022!
Have you thought about joining one of
Immanuel's Music Ministry Groups,
especially if you have not been involved
before? Check out Immanuel's website:
click on “Life at Immanuel.” Then click on
“Serving.” And then “Music” to find out
information about music opportunities. Or,
contact/call me with any questions you
may have.
And, to those already involved using their
time and talents in offering praises to God
during our worship services, may your
musical endeavors continue to be blessed.
At the present time, Immanubells (Youth
Bells) is in need of a director. This is a
volunteer position. If you (or someone you
know) have/has a background of musical
gifts (with a background of handbell
knowledge/care) and would be interested in
taking on this ministry, please contact me
for an interview about the directing
position.
A heartfelt thanks to Elden and Taryn
Niemeyer for directing Immanubells for
22 years of faithful service. During
those years, they touched the lives of
many youth who were given the
opportunity to praise God
and receive a wonderful
amount of music instruction/
direction.
To HIM be the glory and
honor!
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September Birthdays &
Anniversaries
Happy Birthday to…
1
3
4
5
6

7
8
9

10
11
12

13
14
15
16

17
18
19
20
21

22

23
24

Ross Stumpf
Pastor Troup
Brian Ehlers
Jane Gaitsch
Madalyn Prather
Millie Menke
Tripp Gardner
Vi Scheibe
Susan Leonard
Ryan Williams
Brian Kettler
Tracy Simms
Stacy Hemmer
Braxton Herschbach
Shawn Wilde
Courtney Heimburger
Daniel Menke
Aaron Shive
Danny Weihl
Jordyn Koch
Audra Scheibe
Julie Downs
Kevin Whelan
Kim Arbeiter
Brian Downing
David Renner
Devin Brammeier
Evelyn Weihl
Steven Menke
Nancy Schanz
Tyler Major
Jennifer Patterson
Debbie Arras
Angie Filipiak
Waylenn Kruse
Chase Rubemeyer
Ely Rusteberg
Lauren Patterson
Lois Heise
Larry Taake
Corey Rahn
John Stratman
Alan Stumpf
Kyra Drewes
Josh Polansky
Dawn Clamors
Brian Hart
Marsha Voges
Tami Wilson
Eric Brandt
Angie Broske
Dawn Garner
Leah Maag
Ayda Eggemeyer
Patsy Hicks
Jerry Moeser
Tracy Koch

25 Laurie Sparwasser
Ashlyn Whelan
26 Crystal Becker
Kylee LaRue
Katlyn Menke
Cathy Whelan
27 Neal O’Brien
28 Lisa Clamors
Rob LaRue
Christine Thompson
29 Jacob Dethrow
John Doty
30 Kyle Rusteberg
Happy Anniversary to…
1
3
4
6
7

Matt & Lacey Keller (4)
Adam & Nicole Perjak (12)
Jason & Christy Gardner (12)
Ben & Stephanie Blakeslee (8)
Paul & Angie Broske (37)
Larry & Lynn Taake (21)
8 Curt & Linda Wittbracht (50)
9 Jim & Dinah Pflasterer (55)
11 Randy & Robin Wetzler (40)
13 Ed & Susan Stanglein (47)
14 Cliff & Kay Bense (32)
16 Claude & Barb Heimburger (27)
Rob & Angela LaRue (20)
18 Larry & Janet Goessling (23)
19 Josh & Jessi Gregory (13)
26 Rich & Judy Hitzemann (63)
Charles & Phyllis Lloyd (58)
27 Wayne & Vicky Englert (36)
28 Wayne & Susan Hargrave (37)
Tim & Angie Williams (26)
29 Robert & Linda Allscheid (43)
30 Robert & Vicki Clark (44)
John & Jennifer Patterson (22)

Happy Birthday and Happy
Anniversary to all
celebrating in September!

Parish Leaders
Pastors:
Rev. Merritt Demski, 847-254-9666
Rev. Dr. Tony Troup, 618-340-8375

Administrative
Associate

Church & School Staff:
Lisa Clamors, 618-719-4954
Office Secretary
Ann Frank, 314-346-7413
Music Director
Tina DeMond
Church & Ed Bldg. Custodian
Ed Arras
Groundskeeper/Maintenance
Linda Polansky, 618-980-3475
Preschool Director
Donna Sandersfeld
Preschool Aide

Church Council:
Cal Neeman, 618-531-3812
President
Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907
Vice-President
Jill Eggemeyer, 618-401-8121
Secretary
David Powell, 618-974-9222
Treasurer
Harry Thompson, 618-792-8326 Financial Secretary
Tracy Simms, 636-697-2232
Christian Education
Kevin Whelan, 618-340-8088
Church Properties
Gina Birrittier, 314-724-1051 Evangelism/Fellowship
Susan Starbuck, 618-939-5296
Social Ministry
Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907
Spiritual Ministry
Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033
Stewardship
Cathy Whelan, 618-612-3150
Youth Ministry

Other Volunteers:
open
Marilyn Collette
Stephanie Brandt
Diana Heins
Valerie Zeisset
Sandy Thompson
Taryn Niemeyer
Chris Michael
Bob Kassel

Sunday School Superintendent
Head Sacristan
Sacristans
Flower Coordinator
Women’s Christian Ministry
Men’s Ministry

Field Workers:
Hayden Brown, 4th year

Have you ever thought about joining one of
Immanuel's Boards or committees? If so, please
contact the appropriate person listed above.
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Elders‘ Shepherding
Program

Monthly Collections
Board of Social Ministry:

(Families whose last name begins with)

A-Bok
Rodney Clamors, 618-719-4023
Bol-Coo
open
Cop-F
Scott Janssen, 214-629-6975
G-Hic
Bob Polansky, 618-979-0918
Hid-Ke
Tyson Bradley, 618-713-1913
Ki-L
Kevin Wheat, 618-830-3538
Ma-Moe
Doug Simms, 314-518-1315
Mof-O
Elden Niemeyer, 618-939-7982
P-Rh
Larry Taake, 618-939-4757
Ri-Schra
Greg Wiegand, 618-410-1500
Schre-Vern open
Vero-Z
Aaron Thompson, 618-792-9652
Elders & Pastors: Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907
Have a question or would like to speak to your
elder, feel free to call him anytime.

September & October: Unity Lutheran Elementary School in
East St. Louis
Please see the special list of needed items on the collection
box in the narthex.
Bi-County Backpack Program:
This is an ongoing collection that supports children in Red
Bud, Valmeyer, and Waterloo throughout the year. See the
collection box in the narthex for a list of items needed, and
place those donations in that collection box. Thank you!
Sunday School:
September & October: House of Neighborly Service (HNS)
Every two months, the Sunday School classes take a
monetary offering to benefit a specific organization. Thank
you to all of the Pre-K through 8th grade students that
contribute to these collections each month!

Please keep our people, our community, our state, our country, and our
world in your prayers. God is with us always!
For Men:
• Tuesdays at 6:30 am at Triada Advisors in
Columbia. The group is studying the book of
Philemon.
For Women:
• Would you be interested in leading and/ or
attending? Contact the church office and let
us know!
For All Adults:
• Sundays at 9:00 am in the overflow room. Led by Pastor Troup. The study is called
“This Is the Word of the Lord” which will look at the appointed readings each week.
• Sundays at 9:00 am in the church basement kitchen. Led by Scott & Jen Janssen. A
family Bible study. All are welcome! Feel free to bring your little ones, too!
• Wednesdays at 9:30 am in the overflow room. Various books of the Bible throughout
the year. Led by Pastor Demski. (Facebook Live, too!)
For Pre-K—College:
• Preschool—8th grade: Sundays at 9:00 am. Preschool—2nd grade classes are held in
the Sunday School room in the education building and led by Adrianna Whelan &
Devin Brammeier. The 3rd-5th grade class led by Melissa Wiegand is held in the
church basement, and the 6th-8th grade class led by Greg Wiegand & Alan Stumpf is
held in the multipurpose room (gym). (Please note the class change for 6th grade.)
• High school and College-age: Sundays at 9:00 am in the youth room in the education
building. Led by Pastor Demski.

KFUO RADIO,
AM850
& KFUO.ORG
A media ministry
extension of LCMS
congregations,
shares Christ for
you on AM850 &
kfuo.org via worship
services, Bible and
theology studies,
practical talk
programs, and sacred
music. You can find
programs on demand
at kfuo.org and
wherever you get
your podcasts!
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In Our Prayers...

June Finances

Please note: The names listed below will remain on our public prayer list for two
weeks unless the church office is notified otherwise. Thank you.

We Pray for our Fellow Parishioners: Millie Menke, Sandy Moore (MS),
Ruby Muench (cancer), Iva Mesnarich (shut in), Alvera Jacobs, Lana
Mueller, Marie Dietzel, Marian Obst, Chris Morris (ALS & Non-Hodgkin
lymphoma), Ken Schanz (leukemia), Earl Downs (nodules on lung), Wendy
Gassner (hip surgery), Brenda Schreder (recovering from hip replacement),
Evelyn Weihl, Georgia Wynn (breast cancer, recovering from surgery), Rich
Hitzemann (heart issues), Russel Lieb (pancreatic cancer)
We Pray for Friends and Relatives of Parishioners: Michael Washausen,
Nina Van Kamp (recovering from surgery), Ken Horn (cancer), Nicole
Bachelier, Sarah Castelli, Glenda Manion, Daryl Bense (dementia), Brian
Kreher (brain tumor), Elsa Wiemerslage (leukemia relapse), Andrea Dill
(colon cancer), Ny Bartels (colon cancer)
We Pray for Those in the Service of Our Nation: Alicia Gunn, Dustin
Bender, Aaron Bommarito, Alex Naumann, Paul Doty, Joe Deptula
We Pray for Our Missionaries and Special Missions: Immanuel’s
Preschool, Immanuel’s Mission Team, Unity Lutheran Elementary School
(E. St. Louis, IL), Christ Our Savior Lutheran High School (Evansville, IL)

June & July 2022 Official Acts
6/18—Lois Ruff (service held at Quernheim Funeral
Home)
Transfers Out:
6/14—Gerald Woodcock to Holy Cross Lutheran
Church, Wartburg

June 2022 (4) - 643
July 2022 (5) - 872

June 2021 (4) - 622
July 2021 (4) - 644

2022 Weekly Average: 191
As of 7/31/22, there are 781 baptized members.

June 30, 2022 Balances:
Checking
$ 61,082.03
Scholarship Fund
$ 9,932.91
Discretionary Fund
$ 2,348.05
Memorial Fund
$ 4,655.00
Verseman Memorial
$
690.00
Loan
$289,701.04
2022 Year to Date:
Total Deposits
$270,907.82
Total Expenses
$258,199.00
Over/(Short)
$ 12,708.82
Unpaid Obligations
$
0.00

July Finances
Monthly Deposits
Monthly Expenses
Over/(Short)

$ 51,980.60
$ 49,679.61
$ 2,300.99

2022 Year to Date:
Total Deposits
$322,888.42
Total Expenses
$307,878.61
Over/(Short)
$ 15,009.81
Unpaid Obligations
$
0.00

Peaceful Release:

Monthly Attendance

$ 35,547.62
$ 38,712.46
$ (3,164.84)

July 31, 2022 Balances:
Checking
$ 63,383.02
Scholarship Fund
$ 9,932.91
Discretionary Fund
$ 2,348.05
Memorial Fund
$ 4,655.00
Verseman Memorial
$
690.00
Loan
$288,534.56

Funerals:

7/31—Cathie Collmeyer to Life Community Church in
Columbia

Monthly Deposits
Monthly Expenses
Over/(Short)

Sept. 2022 Altar Flowers
9/3—9/4
9/10—9/11
9/17—9/18
9/24—9/25

Given in memory of Elaine Carr by her
family
Given in honor of Cliff & Kay Bense’s
32nd wedding anniversary
open
Given in honor of Pastor Troup’s
retirement

The 2022 Flower Chart is posted on the bulletin board in the
narthex. Sign up for the weekend you would like! As your
weekend approaches, Sandy Thompson, our flower coordinator, will contact you to give you more details.
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September 2022 Worship Helpers

Saturday Accompanists:
Joan Ruwald—9/17
Ron Jones—9/3, 9/10, 9/24

Collator:
Sandy Thompson

MISSION QUILT DAY
Come join us after the 10:15 service on September 11th to tie
mission quilts and enjoy some lunch. The event will run from
11:30 am until 4:00 pm. Join us for the whole afternoon, or just
an hour or two, whatever fits your schedule! This year we will be
working on something special for our Immanuel shut-ins in
addition to our mission quilts. For lunch we are planning to have
salad, chili and/or a baked potato with lots of topping choices.
There will be
plenty of
packaged snacks/drinks available throughout
the afternoon. Please sign-up if you plan to
attend so that we can be sure to have enough
food for the event. Sign-up sheet is posted in
the narthex. If you have any questions or
need additional information, please call Taryn
Niemeyer (618) 719-7520.
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Want to Stay Up to Date?
Go to our website (immanuelwaterloo.org) and check it out! Be sure to subscribe to the calendar, and you’ll
have the most up to date info on Immanuel’s activities and events. Also, check out all of the info available
right on our home page. Notice that something is missing? Let us know!
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MEN’S MINISTRY!
Join them on
the last
Thursday of
each month
for a gettogether at
7:15 pm!
Donate to Immanuel as you shop!

smile.amazon.com/ch/37-0734375

Did you know that
Immanuel has a
Quilters’ Guild?
They meet in the education building
on Tuesdays (1-4 pm) and Thursdays
(1-7 pm) and are sponsored by our
Women’s Christian Ministry. All
types of quilters are welcome! There
are always 2-3 projects going on
including making traditional quilts
and tying mission quilts.
Questions or have a quilting project
you would like help with? Contact
Taryn Niemeyer (618-939-7982) or
Ann Frank (618-282-6592).

Crown of Silver
Recognition

Volunteers Needed!
We are looking for a few more volunteers to
serve at Immanuel in various ministries &
roles. Interested? Let us know!
Altar Guild—Media Team—Ushers—
Sunday School Teachers—and more!

Midweek
Classes
Midweek Classes for all
5th—8th grade students
are held from 6:30-8:00
pm each Wednesday.
Questions or interested?
Reach out to the church
office!

Third Grade
Celebration
Sunday, Sept. 18
10:15 am
A special luncheon for
the third graders &
their families will
follow the service.

Do You Have an Email Address?

Did you know that you could be a good steward by receiving our
newsletter via e-mail? Call or e-mail the church office and let
Lisa know to remove you from the mailing list and add you to
the e-mail list.
PRESCHOOL
REGISTRATION STILL
OPEN FOR THE 2022-23
YEAR! THERE ARE A
FEW SPOTS LEFT!

Sept. 10-11

If you, or someone you know, would like to register a
preschooler for the fall, please do so soon. You may choose 2-3-5
mornings or afternoons per week.

Sue Bradshaw, Lois Heise,
Jack & Kathy Netzeband

Please contact Linda Polansky or Lisa Clamors for more info.
You can also visit our website for registration information and
forms needed. immanuelwaterloo.org/preschool
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BASIC Youth Group News!
BASIC helps the Jr High and High School members of our congregation grow together as the body of Christ.
That happens primarily on Sunday mornings at the Divine Service and in Bible Study, but we also get
together for fun, fellowship, and service activities throughout the year. We are back in the youth room!
Remember, youth group is for youth in grades 6-12, and your friends are always welcome!
You can join the Immanuel BASIC Facebook group and email immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com to be added to
the weekly email list for the newest updates. Remember to join us on Sundays from 9-10 am for Sunday
School & Bible study!
September & October Activities:

9/23—6-8 pm—Field Games at Camp Wartburg
10/16—5-9 pm—Square Dance and Chili Cook Off at
Immanuel
10/30—6-8 pm—Youth Group at Immanuel
Watch the bulletins and Pastor Demski’s emails for
info on our upcoming events!

Rummage Sale Update!
To everyone who donated time, energy, items, and
funds to support this year’s rummage sale, I say
“Thank you!” I never could pull off such a huge
event alone. Because of all of us coming together,
we were able to raise approximately $3,700 (we are
still waiting on one final
donation) for our
preschool. This will help
us continue the
purpose of our church
by spreading and
strengthening God’s
people by teaching &
sharing the Gospel, and
improving the lives of
our community by offering a Christ-centered
education that supports the whole child and their
families. So to all of you, God’s blessing and all my
gratitude.
—Deborah Joellenbeck
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Retirement Celebration for
Pastor Troup!
What a wonderful start to a new school
year. We have 18 students, 3 to 5 years of
age. Our first few days of school have
been so much fun. Each day we laugh,
learn, sing and pray. We play inside and
outside and at times upside down. Both
students and teachers go home happy
and ready for a good nap.
Things we will learn this year will be how to
share, take turns and say please and
thank you. We learn those skills in
preschool and hopefully we use those skills
throughout life. I think of myself each time
we practice these skills. How often have I,
as an adult, forgotten to share, take turns,
or say please and thank you.
So, as I revisit these skills, I send you a giant
THANK YOU for all that you do for the
preschool. Each time you think of us, say
a prayer, bring us paper towels, plastic
spoons, and construction paper, we are
grateful. THANK YOU for those who write a
Thrivent Action Team or send us Thrivent
Dollars, or give a donation to help us with
supplies. We enjoy when you stop by after
the kids leave or after church to say “Hi.”
Knowing that you are there for the
preschool and that we are in this together
means so much to us.
PLEASE continue to keep us in your prayers
and thoughts. PLEASE be safe and happy
this school year.
God’s Blessings to you and your family.
Love – Ms. Linda

Pastor Troup told us his plans a couple years
ago though it seemed so far away. Well, the
time has come, and he will retire on October 1,
2022. Be sure to join us during September 2425 for a celebration throughout the weekend.
He & Cindy will be missed, and we plan to
honor them all weekend long! Join us!

Page 11

Immanuel Monthly

Many volunteers are needed to make this event a success. A volunteer form can
be found on page 10.

WORSHIP SERVICES
SATURDAY
5:30 pm
SUNDAY
7:45 am & 10:15 am
Holy Communion is celebrated at every service.
Individual and common cup are offered at each
service as well.

2022

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Friday
8:00 am – 4:30 pm
Pastor Troup’s day off is Monday.
Pastor Demski’s day off is Thursday.

Don’t forget to visit us on the web…
immanuelwaterloo.org
You’ll find our weekly announcements and
updates, our calendar, VBS & Preschool
info, and other important news!

May God continue to bless you:
Change Service Requested
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522 S. Church Street
Waterloo, IL 62298
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