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That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we
looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2 the life was made
manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the
Father and was made manifest to us— 3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you,
so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his
Son Jesus Christ. - 1 John 1:1-3

Greetings in Christ,
Our faith is not based on a game of telephone. People often make the claim that we can’t
really take all of this Christianity stuff seriously because all of it happened so long ago that
certain details have just been exaggerated and myths have been born out of less impressive
truths. People suggest that like a game of telephone where children sit in a circle and whisper
a message into each other’s ears trying to get the fullness of the message all the way to the
end without it getting distorted, we are people deceived by a message which has become
distorted. These claims are not true.
I didn’t grow up Lutheran. Growing up, as far as I knew, church history started in the book of
Acts and then picked back up in the 1800s. Everything in between was simply messed up in
some way. When I became Lutheran I learned a lot more about the history of Christ’s church.
There were good times and bad, but through it all, the Gospel was preserved. Christ preserves
His message through messengers and those messengers aren’t foolish children playing
telephone. Notice St. John’s words to the Christians in his first letter. He proclaimed Christ to
the people. Christ whom he felt, saw, touched. Christ from whom all life flows. Christ is no
shadow preached to the people. He is God who came in flesh to be seen, heard, and felt.
After the apostles went to rest in Christ the proclamation continued. It’s at this point that
many people suggest errors crept in and yet we can find writings from the earliest centuries
which show that the message of Christ didn’t get distorted after hundreds of years or
something. Plus there were people who learned from the apostles and passed on that precious
message. February 23rd commemorates the church father Polycarp. When I learned about
Polycarp I was blown away. Why would that be? Polycarp sat at the feet of John learning.
Polycarp linked the first generation of Christians to the next. He studied under John and later
was put to death for his faith. This is another reminder that the Bible is not a mythical book
unrelated to time or space. John was a real man who lived in a real place in real history.
Polycarp was also a real man who studied at the feet of the real John. They both faithfully
proclaimed the truth Christ who is both God and man who came to forgive your sins.
It’s amazing to realize how God preserves this beautiful message. Through the centuries.
Through the persecutions. Through the ups and the downs, God preserves the proclamation of
Christ. God preserves that message in order to preserve you. Christ came to give you life for
eternity. He came to preserve you. As He preserves you, He sends you out to proclaim this
message to another generation. The message of Jesus has been proclaimed to you so that, as
John says, “we have fellowship with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ!”
You don’t have faith in a game of telephone. Your faith is in Christ whose message has been
preserved. The preserved message of Christ who died and rose again to reign over all things
forever has been relayed to us and we now relay it to others. God be praised!
The Lord be with you!

Page 2

From Our Associate Pastor…
Dear Brothers and Sisters of Immanuel,

Immanuel Monthly

A Note from Our Music
Director…

I recently shared a helpful Bible verse with some Christian friends—1 Thessalonians 5:14. The verse reads, “We urge you, brothers, admonish
the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them
all.” Although this verse is an exhortation, that is, an encouragement to live
a Christian life, it certainly reflects the character and love of our Savior
Jesus. Throughout his earthly ministry, Jesus admonished the idle. In other
words, he told those who seemed lost and without purpose that their lives
had meaning. That they were children of God and instruments of the Holy
Spirit because Jesus made them children of God. They had new lives in
Christ and would work for things that have eternal significance. Jesus also
encouraged the fainthearted and helped the weak with the good news of
Christ. Jesus would conquer and did conquer sin, death and the devil on
their behalf. His victory is the victory of all believers, and his power and
strength fills the lives of believers. And Jesus did all this with patience.
He didn’t turn his back on anyone and ministered to everyone in need
without wavering. He kept going.

Preparation for Lent and Easter

And that’s why Paul encourages us to live the life of service described in
1 Thess. 5:14. We minister to the idle, fainthearted, and the weak with
patience because we’ve experienced that kind of help and support from the
Lord Jesus. Even though we sin daily and much, Jesus patiently comes to
us with his forgiveness—with his aid and healing. He fills us with his love
so we can reach out to others in love.

Keep an eye on music notices in this
month's Monday memos, weekend
notes, etc. to be kept informed of the
above.

Of course, we sometimes lose our patience when dealing with our fellow
human beings, and even when dealing with fellow Christians. When people
fall apart emotionally because of the stress of living in a broken world, we
wonder, “Why isn’t that person stronger? Why can’t he stand up under the
stress?” When someone lacks the moral courage to stand up and say, “Hey,
I’m with the Lord when it comes to avoiding pornography, and lying, and
using degrading language,” we wonder why. We feel like walking away
from that person. Weakness stinks. Being fainthearted is a pain.
That’s when we need to remember that Jesus helps us in our times of
weakness and anxiety. Jesus doesn’t despise us, but reaches out to us with
his forgiveness and power. He cleanses us and strengthens us to go on. He
doesn’t walk away from us, but builds us up with his Word and Sacraments
(that’s why we can’t do without worship, reading and studying the Bible,
remembering our baptisms and taking the Lord’s Supper). Jesus is patient
with us and lifts us up with the thrilling announcement, “Your sins are all
forgiven in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Go in peace!” The temptation to give up on the weak and fainthearted disappears when we hear and read the stirring words of Paul in Rom. 5:6,8,
“While we were still weak, at the right time, Christ
died for the ungodly…God shows his love for us in
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
To God be the glory!
Love in Christ,

Although Immanuel's Choir and Bell
groups are taking a break from
practices and sharing their music
during present worship services,
planning and preparation for music
during the upcoming Lenten/Easter
Seasons will continue. It is the hope
and prayer that music groups can
begin practices again at the end of
this month, God-willing. Music has
been chosen for the upcoming
Church Seasons, and it will be a joy
for groups to come back together to
practice and then share HIS praises!

As we finish out the Epiphany
Season with Transfiguration
celebrated on the last weekend of
this month, I share this verse with
you:
Jesus on the mountain peak
Stands alone in glory blazing;
Let us, if we dare to speak,
Join the saints and angels praising:
Alleluia! LSB 415:1
To God alone be all glory and honor!
Serving Him,

BOOK CLUB
We will meet in the narthex
at 7:00 pm on Monday, Feb.
7th when we will discuss The
Radium Girls by Kate Moore.
All are welcome.
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February Birthdays &
Anniversaries

Parish Leaders

Happy Birthday to…

Pastors:

1 Ceely Suess
3 Danielle Boker
Thomas Ervin
Rich Hitzemann
Dean Kohlmeier
Chris Morris
Connie Rusteberg
5 Caleb Glessner
David Herschbach
Tiffany Oerter
6 Jennifer Downing
Cam Rubemeyer
Susan Stratman
7 Cooper Black
Pam Schrader
Derek Smothers
8 Sandra Halt
9 Tyson Bradley
Allie Snodgrass
10 Travis Ervin
Angela Stratman
Amanda Westfall
Brian Wiese
11 Mia Nichols
Lilly Prather
Nathan Voges
12 Eric White
13 Jeremy Kettler
Barb Melliere
14 McKenna Menke
Teri Metter
Autumn Whelan

15 Dean Harbison
16 Damian Becker
Tyler Cooley
17 Kelly Black
Iva Mesnarich
Pam Nagel
18 Derek Carr
Michelle Kettler
19 Nancy Alu
Eric Buettner
Everly Dethrow
Jennifer Dieterle
Delaney Halt
Brent Naumann
20 Barb Vernier
21 Jack Netzeband
Lori Roberts
22 Harold Daugherty
Merritt Manfred Demski
23 Chuck Keller
Connor Perjak
24 Sandy Benyo
Spencer Kettler
Doug Land
26 Mark Arbeiter
26 Landrie Ervin
Heather Griffin
Jason Valerius
Nick Valerius
26 Andrew Wiese
27 Paul Hoeffken
Susan Vogt

Happy Anniversary to…
6 Dean & Linda Harbison (29)
19 Bob & Cynthia Stueve (45)
22 Cal & Carol Neeman (36)
25 Clay & Debbie Metzger (27)
29 Mitchell & Dawn Rubemeyer (30)

Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to
all celebrating in February!

Do You Have an Email Address?

Did you know that you could be a good steward by
receiving our newsletter via e-mail? Call or e-mail
the church office and let Lisa know to remove you
from the mailing list and add you to the e-mail list.

Rev. Merritt Demski, 847-254-9666
Rev. Dr. Tony Troup, 618-340-8375

Administrative
Associate

Church & School Staff:
Lisa Clamors, 618-719-4954
Office Secretary
Ann Frank, 314-346-7413
Music Director
Tina DeMond
Church & Ed Bldg. Custodian
Ed Arras
Groundskeeper/Maintenance
Linda Polansky, 618-980-3475
Preschool Director
Deborah Joellenbeck
Preschool Aide/Custodian

Church Council:
Cal Neeman, 618-531-3812
President
Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907
Vice-President
Jill Eggemeyer, 618-401-8121
Secretary
David Powell, 618-974-9222
Treasurer
Harry Thompson, 618-792-8326 Financial Secretary
Taryn Niemeyer, 618-719-7520 Christian Education
Wayne Hargrave, 618-719-6748 Church Properties
Gina Birrittier, 314-724-1051 Evangelism/Fellowship
Susan Starbuck, 618-939-5296
Social Ministry
Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907
Spiritual Ministry
Pat Kelly, 636-373-2967
Stewardship
Cathy Whelan, 618-612-3150
Youth Ministry

Other Volunteers:
Lisa Clamors
Marilyn Collette
Stephanie Brandt
Diana Heins
Valerie Zeisset
Sandy Thompson
Taryn Niemeyer
Chris Michael
Bob Kassel

Sunday School Superintendent
Head Sacristan
Sacristans
Flower Coordinator
Women’s Christian Ministry
Men’s Ministry

Field Workers:
Travis Henry, 4th year

716-223-0496

Have you ever thought about joining one of
Immanuel's Boards or committees? If so, please
contact the appropriate person listed above.
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Elders‘ Shepherding
Program
(Families whose last name begins with)

Monthly Collections
Board of Social Ministry:
February: Life Network of Southern Illinois

A-Bok
Rodney Clamors, 618-719-4023
Bol-Coo
Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033
Cop-F
Scott Janssen, 214-629-6975
G-Hic
Bob Polansky, 618-979-0918
Hid-Ke
Tyson Bradley, 618-713-1913
Ki-L
Kevin Wheat, 618-830-3538
Ma-Moe
Doug Simms, 314-518-1315
Mof-O
Elden Niemeyer, 618-939-7982
P-Rh
Larry Taake, 618-939-4757
Ri-Schra
Greg Wiegand, 618-410-1500
Schre-Vern Kevin Whelan, 618-791-0603
Vero-Z
Aaron Thompson, 618-792-9652
Elders & Pastors: Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907
Have a question or would like to speak to your
elder, feel free to call him anytime.

Life Network can use the following items: diapers (newborn,
4,5,6), pull-ups, laundry detergent, baby juice, toddler snacks,
toddler meals, spill proof cups, Aveeno wash and lotion, infant
Tylenol & Motrin, gift cards to Walmart. We are also doing a Baby
Bottle Collection (fill with your loose change or bills).

Bi-County Backpack Program:
This is an ongoing collection that supports children in Red Bud,
Valmeyer, and Waterloo throughout the year. See the collection
box in the narthex for a list of items needed, and place those
donations in that collection box. Thank you!

Sunday School:
January & February: Violence Prevention Center
Each month, the Sunday School classes take a monetary offering
for a specific charity. Thank you to all of the Pre-K through 8th
grade students that contribute to these collections each month!

For Men:
• Tuesdays at 6:30 am at Triada Advisors
in Columbia. The group is studying the
book of Daniel.
For Women:
• Would you be interested in leading and/
or attending? Let us know!
For All Adults:
• Sundays at 9:00 am in the overflow room. Led by Pastor Troup. They are
studying the book “The Christian in a Pagan Society” based on 1 Cor.
• Sundays at 9:00 am in the church basement kitchen. Led by Scott & Jen
Janssen. A family Bible study. All are welcome! Feel free to bring your little
ones, too!
• Wednesdays at 9:30 am in the overflow room. Various books of the Bible
throughout the year. Led by Pastor Demski. (Facebook Live, too!)
For Pre-K—College:
• Preschool—2nd grade: Sundays at 9:00 am in the education building. Led by
Pam Nagel, Deborah Joellenbeck, and Taryn Niemeyer.
• 3rd—6th grades: Sundays at 9:00 am in the church basement. Led by Melissa
Wiegand and Gayle Mesnarich.
• 7th & 8th grades: Sundays at 9:00 am in the multipurpose room. “Walking with
Jesus in the Gospel of Mark” led by Alan Stumpf and Greg Wiegand. Parents
are welcome to attend, too.
• High school and College-age: Sundays at 9:00 am in the youth room in the
education building. Led by Pastor Demski & Travis Henry.

Please keep our people,
our community, our
state, our country, and
our world in your
prayers. God is with
us always!

KFUO RADIO,
AM850
& KFUO.ORG
A media ministry
extension of LCMS
congregations,
shares Christ for
you on AM850 &
kfuo.org via worship
services, Bible and
theology studies,
practical talk
programs, and sacred
music. You can find
programs on demand
at kfuo.org and
wherever you get
your podcasts!
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In Our Prayers...
Please note: The names listed below will remain on our public prayer list for two
weeks unless the church office is notified otherwise. Thank you.

We Pray for our Fellow Parishioners: Millie Menke, Sandy Moore
(MS), Ruby Muench (cancer), Iva Mesnarich (shut in), Alvera Jacobs,
Lana Mueller, Marie Dietzel, Marian Obst, Chris Morris (ALS & NonHodgkin lymphoma), Virgil Horn (stroke), Ken Schanz (leukemia),
Earl Downs, Lois Ruff (recovering from stroke), Allen Jacobs
(preparing for knee replacement surgery), Pastor Demski
We Pray for Friends and Relatives of Parishioners: Michael
Washausen, Nina Van Kamp (recovering from surgery), Ken Horn
(cancer), Nicole Bachelier, Sarah Castelli, Glenda Manion, Daryl
Bense (dementia), Brian Kreher (brain tumor), Dorothy Mueller
(recovering at home), Elsa Wiemerslage (leukemia relapse)
We Pray for Those in the Service of Our Nation: Alicia Gunn,
Dustin Bender, Aaron Bommarito, Alex Naumann, Paul Doty
We Pray for Our Missionaries and Special Missions: Immanuel’s
Preschool, Immanuel’s Mission Team, Unity Lutheran Elementary
School (E. St. Louis, IL)

Nov & Dec 2021
Official Acts
Baptism:
12/4—Charlotte Marie Stengal
Funeral:
12/20—Cindy Rehmer
Transfer Out:
12/7—Faith Mueller to Trinity
Lutheran in Paullina, IA

February 2022
Altar Flowers
2/5—2/6
open
2/12—2/13 open
2/19—2/20 open
2/26—2/27 In honor of Mitchell
& Dawn Rubemeyer’s 30th wedding
anniversary
The 2022 Flower Chart is posted on the
bulletin board in the narthex. Sign up for
the weekend you would like! As your
weekend approaches, Sandy Thompson,
our flower coordinator, will contact you
to give you more details.

Monthly Attendance

Donate to Immanuel as you shop!

November 2021: 723
November 2020: 600
December 2021: 618
December 2020: 449
2021 Weekly Average: 165
As of 12/31/21, 901 baptized members

smile.amazon.com/ch/37-0734375

November Finances
Total Deposits
Total Expenses
Over/(Short)

$ 35,252.13
$ 49,989.84
$ (14,737.71)

November 30, 2021 Balances:
Checking
$ 23,527.02
Scholarship Fund
$ 9,916.38
Discretionary Fund $ 3,869.76
Memorial Fund
$ 5,055.00
Mueller Memorial
$ 1,490.00
Collmeyer Memorial $ 2,805.00
Verseman Memorial $ 2,415.00
Stellhorn Memorial $ 1,025.00
Myrick Memorial
$
330.00
Wiese Memorial
$ 1,780.00
Loan
$303,012.42
2021 Year to Date:
Deposits
$488,831.12
Expenses
$525,710.70
Over/(Short)
$ (36,879.58)
Unpaid Obligations $
0.00

December Finances
Total Deposits
Total Expenses
Over/(Short)

$ 74,214.50
$ 51,226.66
$ 22,987.84

December 31, 2021 Balances:
Checking
$ 46,514.86
Scholarship Fund
$ 9,923.25
Discretionary Fund $ 3,869.76
Memorial Fund
$ 4,325.00
Mueller Memorial
$
0.00
Collmeyer Memorial $
0.00
Verseman Memorial $ 2,415.00
Stellhorn Memorial $
0.00
Myrick Memorial
$
0.00
Wiese Memorial
$
0.00
Loan
$301,538.17
2021 Year to Date:
Deposits
$563,045.62
Expenses
$576,937.36
Over/(Short)
$ (13,891.74)
Unpaid Obligations $
0.00
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February 2022 Worship Helpers

Saturday Accompanists:
Joan Ruwald—2/12
Ron Jones—2/5, 2/19, 2/26

Collator:
February—Nede Bachelier

Youth Service Event and Fun in the
City at CFNA for Midweek Students
and others!
Sunday, February 6, 2022
11:30 am—5:30 pm
We’ll meet right after church and travel together.

MEN’S MINISTRY!

Join them on the last
Thursday of each month for a
get-together at 7:15 pm!

We’ll be helping do various projects like outside cleaning,
scrubbing pews, inside cleaning, wiping down walls & railings, painting (if time allows), moving boxes & furniture, and general tidying up.

All are welcome! Mom & dad, grandma & grandpa, middle schoolers, high schoolers! Serving
together is definitely a blessing!
Jen Janssen is heading this project and needs to know if you are able to attend by Wed., Feb. 2.
Please call (817-437-3668) or email (jjanssen18@gmail.com) her with questions.

Immanuel Monthly

Volunteers Needed!
We are looking for a few more volunteers to serve
at Immanuel in various ministries & roles.
Interested? Let us know!
Altar Guild—Media Team—Ushers—Sunday
School Teachers—and more!
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Want to Stay Up to Date?
Go to our website (immanuelwaterloo.org) and
check it out! Be sure to subscribe to the calendar, and you’ll have the most up to date info on
Immanuel’s activities and events. Also, check
out all of the info available right on our home
page. Notice that something is missing? Let us
know!
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Thank you for all of the
Christmas gifts donated to
the children at Edgewood
(Great Circle) during the
collection in November &
December!
- Board of Social Ministry
THANK YOU!
Dear Brothers and Sisters of
Immanuel,
Thank you so much for your many thoughtful
Christmas gifts and cards! Celebrating
Advent and Christmas with you this year was
truly a blessing for Cindy and me. We pray
that God will grant you a blessed new year.
Jesus bless you from head to shoe in 2022!

Service Reminders:
A few notes about services.
•

•

•

•

•

In Christ, Pastor and Cindy Troup

WELCOME, TINA!
The Board of Church
Properties would like
to welcome Tina
DeMond as our new
part-time janitor/
custodian at Immanuel.
Tina replaces Sandy
Mueller who retired on
Dec. 31st.
Welcome, Tina! We are
glad to have you as
part of our staff!

•
•

•

•

Feel free to greet one another at church, but
we will continue abstaining from the "formal
greeting time" at the beginning of service so
that no one is placed into an uncomfortable
situation if they wish to continue social
distancing.
On Saturdays, you will find service folders
and an offering plate on a table outside of
the sanctuary doors. Please remember to
place your attendance cards in the offering
plate before you leave for the day.
On Sundays, ushers are available in the
narthex where you will find service folders
and an offering plate (if you would rather
use it) on a table outside of the sanctuary
doors.
On Sundays, the passing of the offering
plate is back. Ushers will pass the plate
during each service. If you do not feel
comfortable, please feel free to use the
offering plate in the narthex.
Communion is celebrated at every service
with the common cup & individual cups. If
you would like to receive from the common
cup, please let the server who has the
individual cups know and the common cup
will be brought to you. If you wish to receive
the Sacrament from your pew, please let one
of the pastors know before service or get
their attention before they cover the
elements. The pastors always look out at the
congregation to see if there is anyone who
would like to receive from the pew before
concluding the service.
The rail connector at the altar is back.
On Sundays, ushers will continue to release
people from pews in such a way that
members and communing guests can receive
the Lord's Supper during the Service of the
Sacrament while allowing those who wish to
social distance, the space to do so.
If you do not feel comfortable attending
services at this time, the pastors are more
than happy to minister to you by bringing
the body and blood of Christ to you.
Jesus remains our focus—nothing has
changed! Praise be to God for sustaining His
people now and forever!
Updated on January 1, 2022
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BASIC Youth Group News!
BASIC helps the Jr High and High School members of our
congregation grow together as the body of Christ. That happens
primarily on Sunday mornings at the Divine Service and in Bible
Study, but we also get together for fun, fellowship, and service
activities throughout the year. We are back in the youth room!
Remember, youth group is for youth in grades 6-12, and your
friends are always welcome!
You can join the Immanuel BASIC Facebook group and email
immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com to be added to the weekly email
list for the newest updates.

Remember to join us on Sundays from 9-10 am for Sunday
School & Bible study!
February Activities:
Sunday, Feb. 6—Youth Service Project at CFNA (see page 6 for the details.)
Sunday, Feb. 27—12-2 pm—Join us for our monthly get-together! Fun! Food! Fellowship!
Watch the bulletins and Pastor Demski’s emails for info on our upcoming events!

Preschool News!
Preschool has welcomed the new year with great
enthusiasm! Kids and teachers are happy to be back at
school. Seems like students are taking turns staying home
because of Covid exposure to siblings, friends, or other
family members. Thanks to God that these were secondary
exposures for the preschool, and we have been able to stay
open. We say our prayers that February is a healthier
month for all.
Sorry, that we postponed our Lutheran Schools Week
celebration at church. Our hope is to share our video and our preschool songs the end of
February or the first part of March. We will keep you posted. Thank you for your patience.
As always, we are grateful for your support. Our mission to share Jesus’ love with our
students and their families continue to need your prayers. We are teaching our students how
to pray using our five fingers and the palm of our hand. 1. Praise God. 2. Confess your sins. 3.
Thank God. 4. Pray for others. 5. Pray for yourself. Palm - End prayers by recognizing God’s
will in all things (Thy will be done, in Jesus’ name – Amen.)
- Peace and Love, Linda Polansky
P.S. See the flyer in this newsletter for a fun, family friendly, Covid friendly event coming up
in March to support the Preschool.
Visit our website (immanuelwaterloo.org/preschool) or contact the office (618-939-6480) for more information.
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THANK YOU!

Dear members of Immanuel, I wanted to say a big
thank you for my retirement party and gift. You
made me feel important and appreciated. It was a
blessing to me to work here for 24 years.
Blessings in Christ, Sandy Mueller

DID YOU ATTEND
IMMANUEL’S DAY
SCHOOL OR
PRESCHOOL?

Please join us in celebration
of Lutheran Schools Week!
In honor of Lutheran Schools Week in
January, the Preschool staff, students,
and alumni are working with Ann to
create a music video and art show
featuring current students and alumni If
you are an Immanuel Preschool or Day
School Alumni, we need your help! If
you no longer live in the area – No
Problem! There are several ways that
you can participate.

We want to keep parts of the program a
surprise for our congregation so please
contact one of the following for more
details.
Linda Polansky (618-980-3475)
ilcwprek@gmail.com
Deborah Joellenbeck (618-340-5262)
Lisa Clamors (618-719-4954)
immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com
Ann Frank (314-346-7413)

SANDY

If you know of someone who went to
Immanuel preschool or day school,
please forward this information to them.
We would love a large turnout both
virtually and in person.

WORSHIP SERVICES
SATURDAY
5:30 pm
SUNDAY
7:45 am & 10:15 am
Holy Communion is celebrated at every service.
Individual and common cup are offered at each
service as well.

2022

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Friday
8:00 am – 4:30 pm
Pastor Troup’s day off is Monday.
Pastor Demski’s day off is Thursday.

Don’t forget to visit us on the web…
immanuelwaterloo.org
You’ll find our weekly announcements and
updates, our calendar, VBS & Preschool
info, and other important news!

May God continue to bless you:
Change Service Requested
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Waterloo, IL 62298
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