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Welcome to Immanuel! 
Please turn off your cell phones and/or paging devices. Thank you! 

If you are a guest, please fill out a visitor’s card located in the cardholder on 

the back of each pew. During the offering, place this card in the offering plate. 

As you leave, please introduce yourself to the pastors. 

Members, please help us love and care for one another by filling out one of our 

attendance cards. Remember to include all the members of your family who are 

present in worship today. Thank you for filling out an Attendance card every 

time you attend Church—it helps us keep good records. 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC (Immanubells, “Lo, How A Rose E’er 

Blooming,” arr. by T. Stults) 

 

BELLS / WELCOME 

EVENING PRAYER 
Hymnal Supplement ’98, pg. 17 

Please stand 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C:  Amen.                                      (Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]) 

 

SERVICE OF LIGHT 

P: The Spirit and the Church cry out: 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. 

P: All those who await His appearance pray: 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. 

P: The whole creation pleads: 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

ADVENT HYMN 
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, 

who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and 

a pillar of fire by night.  Enlighten our darkness by the light 

of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a 

light to our path; for You are merciful, and You love Your 

whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

PSALMODY [Psalm 105:1-11, 43-45] 

P: 1Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; make 

known his deeds among the peoples! 2Sing to him, sing 

praises to him; tell of all his wondrous works! 3Glory in his 

holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD 

rejoice! 4Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence 

continually! 5Remember the wondrous works that he has 

done, his miracles, and the judgments he uttered, 6O 

offspring of Abraham, his servant, children of Jacob, his 

chosen ones! 7He is the LORD our God; his judgments are 

in all the earth. 8He remembers his covenant forever, the 

word that he commanded, for a thousand generations, 9the 

covenant that he made with Abraham, his sworn promise to 

Isaac, 10which he confirmed to Jacob as a statute, to Israel 

as an everlasting covenant, 11saying, “To you I will give the 

land of Canaan as your portion for an inheritance.” 43So he 

brought his people out with joy, his chosen ones with 

singing. 44And he gave them the lands of the nations, and 
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they took possession of the fruit of the peoples’ toil, 45that 

they might keep his statutes and observe his laws. Praise 

the LORD! 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever.  Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

HYMN, LSB 331, “The Advent of Our King” 
 

1 The advent of our King 

    Our prayers must now employ, 

And we must hymns of welcome sing 

    In strains of holy joy. 

 

2 The everlasting Son 

    Incarnate deigns to be, 

Himself a servant’s form puts on 

    To set His servants free. 

 

3 O Zion’s daughter, rise 

    To meet your lowly King, 

Nor let your faithless heart despise 

    The peace He comes to bring. 

 

4 As judge, on clouds of light, 

    He soon will come again 

And His true members all unite 

    With Him in heav’n to reign. 

 

5 Before the dawning day 

    Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 

The sinful self be put away, 

    The new self now put on. 

 

D 6 All glory to the Son, 

    Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one 

    Through all eternity. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING, Genesis 17:1-9 
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said 

to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2that I may 

make my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 3Then 

Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 4“Behold, my covenant is with 

you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your 

name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you 

the father of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I 

will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7And I will establish 

my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their 

generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring 

after you. 8And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of 

your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will 

be their God.” 9And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my 

covenant, you and your offspring after you throughout their generations. 
 

After the reading: 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

IMMANUBELLS, “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child,” arr. K. 

McChesney 
 

Please stand 

GOSPEL READING, Matthew 1:16-25 
16And Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, 

who is called Christ. 17So all the generations from Abraham to David were 

fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen 

generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen 

generations. 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his 

mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was 

found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a 

just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 
20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 

him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your 

wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a 

son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their 

sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name 

Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he 

did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her 

not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
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After the reading: 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

MAGNIFICAT 
Text (sts. 1–2): © 1991 Stephen P. Starke Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, number 100010322.  Tune: 
Public domain.  Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
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LITANY 
 

L: 

 
 

 

C: 
 

 

 

 

L: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray 

to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the 

Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For Merritt and Tony, our pastors in Christ, for all the 

servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For our public servants, for the government and those who 

protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in 

every good deed, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and 

protection in this and every place let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in 

this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all 

the people here present who await from the Lord great and 

abundant mercy let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the 

earth, and for peaceful times let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
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L: For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and 

need let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For the faithful who have gone before us and are with 

Christ let us give thanks to the Lord. 

C: Alleluia. 

L: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Silence for meditation. 

L: Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us 

commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to 

Christ, our Lord. 

C: To You, O Lord. 

L: O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good 

counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that 

peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be 

set to obey Your commandments; and also that we, being 

defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace 

and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ, our 

Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

God forever. 

C: Amen. 

L: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

OFFERING (You can place your offering in the plate in the narthex, drop it 

off in the church office, or mail it to the church anytime.) 
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HYMN, LSB 341, “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” 

 

1 Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! 

Behold, the King of glory waits. 

The King of kings is drawing near; 

The Savior of the world is here. 

Life and salvation He doth bring; 

Therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 

To God the Father raise 

Your joyful songs of praise. 

 

2 A righteous Helper comes to thee; 

His chariot is humility, 

His kingly crown is holiness, 

His scepter, pity in distress. 

The end of all our woe He brings; 

Therefore the earth is glad and sings. 

To Christ the Savior raise 

Your grateful hymns of praise. 

 

3 How blest the land, the city blest, 

Where Christ the ruler is confessed! 

O peaceful hearts and happy homes 

To whom this King in triumph comes! 

The cloudless sun of joy is He 

Who comes to set His people free. 

To God the Spirit raise 

Your happy shouts of praise. 

 

4 Fling wide the portals of your heart; 

Make it a temple set apart 

From earthly use for heav’n’s employ, 

Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

So shall your Sov’reign enter in 

And new and nobler life begin. 

To God alone be praise 

For word and deed and grace! 
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5 Redeemer, come and open wide 

My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 

O enter with Thy grace divine; 

Thy face of mercy on me shine. 

Thy Holy Spirit guide us on 

Until our glorious goal is won. 

Eternal praise and fame 

We offer to Thy name. 

 

SERMON, “Wait Upon the Lord With Faith” 

 
Please stand 

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 

L: Let us pray. 

C: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 

Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this 

day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 

where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this 

night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with 

me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

L: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the + Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C: Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN, LSB 332, “Savior of the Nations, Come” 
Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001526. Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain 

 

1 Savior of the nations, come, 

Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 

Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 

That the Lord chose such a birth. 
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2 Not by human flesh and blood, 

By the Spirit of our God, 

Was the Word of God made flesh— 

Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

 

3 Here a maid was found with child, 

Yet remained a virgin mild. 

In her womb this truth was shown: 

God was there upon His throne. 

 

4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all 

From His pure and kingly hall; 

God of God, yet fully man, 

His heroic course began. 

 

5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, 

Back then to His throne and crown. 

 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 

7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 

 

D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 

 

BELLS / POSTLUDE 
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WORSHIP HELPERS 

 

PREACHER – Rev. Merritt Demski 

LITURGIST – Rev. Dr. Tony Troup 

MUSIC DIRECTOR – Mrs. Ann Frank 

IMMANUBELLS DIRECTOR – Elden Niemeyer 

ACOLYTES – Kadin LaRue & Trinity Drewes 

USHERS – Chuck Keller, Craig Mehner, Larry Taake, Dawn Rubemeyer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL – WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
LUTHERAN CHURCH – MISSOURI SYNOD 

immanuelwaterloo.org e-mail:  immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com 
 
Rev. Merritt Demski, Administrative Pastor       939-6480 or 847-254-9666 
Rev. Dr. Tony Troup, Associate Pastor           939-6480 or 618-340-8375 
Travis Henry, Fourth Year Field Education Student            716-223-0496 
Mrs. Lisa Clamors, Secretary         939-6480 or 618-719-4954 
Mrs. Ann Frank, Music Director        939-6480 or 618-282-6597 
Mrs. Linda Polansky, Preschool Director             939-6480 or 618-980-3475 
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