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From Our Administrative Pastor… 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 
and Timothy our brother, 2 To the saints and    
faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae: Grace to 
you and peace from God our Father. - St. Paul to 
the Christians in Colossae 
 

There’s often confusion when it comes to the 
word “saint.” Some people hear the title “saint” 
and think of a really good person. “Boy Carol 
was such a saint.” Others think only of the 
dead. “Kevin, now sainted.” When we look at 
the Scriptures we see that the title “saint” is 
applied to us by Christ to remind us that we are 
now set apart as we have been baptized into 
Christ. 
 

The word saint comes from Latin, “Sanctus.” 
Remember when we sing the Sanctus in the 
Divine Service? We sing “Holy Holy Holy” to 
God just like the angels in the heavenly throne 
room. Sanctus means holy. Holy means set 
apart. The Holy Spirit through God’s Word and 
the washing of water makes you and me holy. 
This is God’s good and gracious work. We 
were dead in our trespasses and sins (Ephesians 
2), but now we’ve been given new life 
(Romans 6). When we celebrate “All Saints 
Day” on November 1st, we’re usually          
remembering those who have gone before us. 
We’re remembering the saints who are        
currently at rest in Christ until the resurrection 
on the last day when Christ returns in glory. 
That’s probably why people often think that a 
saint is only the person who is at rest in Christ. 
As a side note, remember that hallowed means 
“holy” as well. Thus Halloween is short for All 
Hallows Eve. Thus All Saints Day Eve. That’s 
also why so much emphasis gets put on the 
dead. The holiday has certainly been            
secularized, but it’s helpful to make that      
connection. We have All Saints Day Eve just 
like we have Christmas Eve. 
 

Over time the term “saint” started to get      
applied much more narrowly to people who 
performed certain feats, accomplished certain 
tasks, or were important in the church for one 
reason or another. The focus was removed 
from Christ and placed onto the person even 
giving certain people seemingly special powers 

 

to grant prayers or be deserving of prayers 
for their work. None of that comes from 
Scripture but developed over the course of 
time. When we read the Scriptures, we see 
the word “saint” getting thrown all over the 
place because that’s how Christians can ad-
dress one another. Through Christ, we are 
the holy people of God made holy by the 
Holy one who has given us His Holy Spirit. 
Now, are there people that often get more 
noticed due to their contributions to the life 
of the church? Sure, but they don’t outrank 
others in some hierarchy of Christianity. 
Christ is at the top and we’re set apart by 
His work for us. We all live as servants of 
Christ receiving His Word and Sacraments 
from His merciful hand and caring for    
others in light of Christ’s work done for us. 
 

When we talk about saints we talk about all 
Christians and we acknowledge that it’s a 
blessing to remember people who may be 
an encouragement to us. We remember  
people who boldly stood in Christ in the 
face of martyrdom. We remember the    
people who boldly confessed Christ to the 
world in the face of great peril. But we also 
remember the Christian mother and father 
who faithfully bring their kids to church and 
teach them how to pray. We remember the 
childless widow who sits in her quiet home 
and prays for the Lord’s will to be done in 
the midst of a sad and trying time she is 
aware of in someone’s life. We give praise 
to God for the child who obeys his parents 
even when he doesn’t want to because it’s 
the instruction of God in this Christian life. 
We remember the grandfather who taught 
us to look to Jesus at all times rather than to 
the things of the world. 
 

Being a saint doesn’t mean that through our 
efforts we have reached another plain of 
perfection. Being a saint means we have 
been set apart from a dying world through 
the work of Jesus. We still live in the world 
but we’re no longer of the world and so we  

 
continued on page 10... 
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1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.  Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, 
give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you. 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Immanuel, 
 

Do you give thanks to God when bad things happen to you?  
If we take the words of Paul in 1 Thess. 5:16-18 seriously, 
then it appears we should give thanks to God when bad 
things come our way.  If we’re to “give thanks in all        
circumstances,” then prayers of thanksgiving should be   
rising to God when we find ourselves in a crisis.  When we 
come down with a cold, we should be telling God, “Thank 
you, Lord, that I’m sick.”  Now before you start to think 
your pastor has gone completely insane, let me offer a    
better, more biblical interpretation of the above Bible verse.  
In 1 Thess. 5:16-18 Paul isn’t telling us to thank God for 
evil or for the brokenness of his creation (we become sick 
because we live in a fallen world).  Rather, he’s telling us to 
give thanks to God in all circumstances, even in times of 
trouble, because God’s in control.  Because God has a way 
of bringing good things even from bad situations.  And so 
our prayers shouldn’t be, “Thank you, God, that I’m sick,” 
but rather, “God, I know you’re in control and that you’re 
teaching me something from this difficult situation.  Thank 
you for teaching me and guiding me through this.”  If you’re 
like me, you probably pray something like this when you’re 
in trouble: “Dear Father, I’m in trouble here.  I don’t like it.  
I don’t like the pain.  But I know you’re teaching me.  I 
know you’re working good out of this situation.  Thank you 
for the opportunity to learn and grow.”  And, to be honest, I 
usually end my prayer with, “If it be your will, Lord, bring 
this trial to an end QUICKLY!” 
 

If you’re skeptical about what I’m telling you, consider 
Good Friday.  I get choked up when I think of all the pain 
Jesus endured during his passion.  The betrayal, the     
roughness of the guards, the slapping, the mockery, the   
torture, the execution by crucifixion.  They send shivers 
down my spine.  And I’m truly saddened by the truth that 
my sins put Jesus on the cross.  I get a lump in my throat 
when I think that Jesus hung on the hard wood of the cross 
for me.  What Jesus endured was horrible.  But God brought 
the greatest good in the world from that horrible situation.  
Jesus brought forgiveness of sins and eternal life to you and 
me and all believers.  Jesus’ death on the cross brought you 
release from death.  Because Jesus gave up his spirit at the 
moment of death, you will be with God spirit and body   
forever.  Jesus’ sacrifice made you a member of God’s   
family.  Because God brought good out of the bad situation 
on Good Friday, you and I can pray, “Lord Jesus, I grieve 
that my sins put you on the cross, but I know that you died 
and rose for me.  I thank and praise you that your death and 
resurrection have brought me cleansing and eternal life.  I 
thank and praise you that your hard and difficult work on 
Good Friday and your glorious resurrection on Easter have 
restored me to the Father and made me his child.  Thank 
you.  Thank you.  Thank you.  In your name I pray.” 

So, brothers and sisters, as we approach Thanksgiving 
and the Advent season, “give thanks to God in all       
circumstances.”  Thank God that he brings good out of 
difficult situations.  Thank God especially that he 
brought you new and eternal life through the death and 
resurrection of his dear Son, Jesus Christ.  God bless you 
richly! 
 

Love in Christ, 

From Our Associate Pastor… 

A Note from Our Music Director…   
 

Celebrating All Saints... 
 
On November 7th the Adult Choir will be singing 
“At Every Turn” by Gregory Wismar & David 
Kampen. The composers dedicated this anthem to 
the students, teachers, and staff of Sandy Hook    
Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut—
remembering December 14, 2012. 
 
The following are the words from the anthem: 
 

At ev'ry turn life leads us to the Lord 
And at our death we see God face to face, 

Through Christ alone in loving care we stay 
As we are bound together by His grace. 

 
When days are dark and joy seems but a dream 

And countless sorrows overwhelm the heart, 
Lord, send Your Spirit, comforter, and friend, 
To strengthen hope and bid all fear depart. 

 
Safe in God's hands our future is secure 

As ev'ry turn of life reveals His care, 
With confidence we meet whatever comes 

And find our heav'nly Father waiting there. 
 
As we remember those saints who have already 
gone to see God face to face, may we also remember 
that our heavenly Father holds us in His loving 
care at every turn in our lives here on earth. 
 
To HIM be the glory and honor! 
 
Serving Him, 
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November Birthdays &  
Anniversaries Parish Leaders  

 

Pastors: 
 

Rev. Merritt Demski, 847-254-9666      Administrative 
Rev. Dr. Tony Troup, 618-340-8375       Associate 
 

Church & School Staff: 
 

Lisa Clamors, 618-719-4954   Office Secretary  
Ann Frank, 314-346-7413        Music Director 
Sandy Mueller      Church & Ed Bldg. Custodian 
Ed Arras       Groundskeeper/Maintenance 
Linda Polansky, 618-980-3475       Preschool Director 
Deborah Joellenbeck   Preschool Aide/Custodian 
 

Church Council: 
 

Cal Neeman, 618-531-3812         President  
Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907       Vice-President 
Jill Eggemeyer, 618-401-8121        Secretary 
David Powell, 618-974-9222        Treasurer 
Harry Thompson, 618-792-8326   Financial Secretary 
Taryn Niemeyer, 618-719-7520   Christian Education 
Wayne Hargrave, 618-719-6748 Church Properties 
Gina Birrittier, 314-724-1051 Evangelism/Fellowship 
Susan Starbuck, 618-939-5296      Social Ministry 
Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907   Spiritual Ministry 
Pat Kelly, 636-373-2967           Stewardship 
Cathy Whelan, 618-612-3150       Youth Ministry 
 

Other Volunteers: 
 

Lisa Clamors     Sunday School Superintendent 
Marilyn Collette         Head Sacristan 
Stephanie Brandt           Sacristans 
Diana Heins 
Valerie Zeisset 
Sandy Thompson        Flower Coordinator 
Taryn Niemeyer   Women’s Christian Ministry 
Chris Michael           Men’s Ministry 
Bob Kassel 
 

Field Workers: 
 

Travis Henry, 4th year       716-223-0496  
 

Have you ever thought about joining one of  
Immanuel's Boards or committees? If so, please  

contact the appropriate person listed above. 

Happy Birthday to… 
 
1 Christy Gardner 
 Jase Gregory 
 Allen Jacobs 
 Brooklyn Kubelka 
 Bob Vernier 
2 Madi Richards 
 Aaron Thompson 
3 Debra Bergman 
 Carson Filipiak 
 Lois Ruff 
5 Ben Hart 
 Madalyn Hart 
 Jackson Luter 
 Louise Nobbe 
 Bobby Rehmer 
 Alaina Stumpf 
6       Eli Blakeslee 
7 Norine Stumpf 
 Demi Gardner 
8 Janet Goessling 
 Elliot Saunders 
         Mackenzie Wiegand 
9 Loralei Griffin 
 Jimmy Heise 
 JT Heise 
11  Tara Bryan 
 Miranda Schmidt 
12 Ed Arras 
 Rose Exum 
13 Matthew Altes 
 Craig Mehner 
 Valerie Zeisset 
14 Trinity Drewes 
 Ann Frank 
 Ethel Kurfman 
 Mason Wilhelm 
15 Carolyn Henry 
16 Kendra Goldschmidt 
 Mark Gruber 
         Declan Land 
17 Aaron Lloyd 
18 Barbara Altes 
 Paul Broske 
 Lucas Garner 
 Josh Kruse 
 Howard Shive 
19 Rosemary Bush 
 Sami Wheat 
20 Joey Birrittier 
 Jeanette Moeller 
 Elden Niemeyer 
 Noah Simms 
 J Weihl 
21 Ali Kloeppel 
 Joseph Powers 
22 Adam Gaitsch 

22 Jay Pryor 
 Gerry Ritzel 
23     Sandy Bequette 
 Mitchell Rubemeyer 
         Mya Voges 
24 Robert Rehmer 
 Wyatt Stumpf 
25 Ellie Hergenroeder 
 Sharon Osterhage 
26 Wayne Menke 
 Sam Metzger 
 Sidney Metzger 
 Edward Stanglein 
27 Robert Prange 
 Cindy Troup 
28 Jay Carr 
 Timothy Ervin 
29     Eddie Arras 
 Carolina Bradley 
 Karen Ruesler 
30 Benjamin Braun 
 Tiffany Harbison 
 Collin Neeman 
 Kirsten O’Brien 
 

Happy Anniversary to… 
 
3    Joseph & Millie Powers (3) 
5    Chuck & Kelley Keller (39) 
6    Dennis & Dawn Clamors (34) 
      Kevin & Cindy O’Brien (40) 
9    Bill & Sandra Stueve (47) 
12  Dan & Breanna Parrott (5) 
14  Nick & Ashley Hoeffken (12) 
17  Marvin & Carolyn Henry (59) 
18  Dusty & Lindsey Dethrow (15) 
23  Grant & Barbara Melliere (37) 
24  Bob & Sharon Rehmer (58) 
26  Roger & Laura Kinzinger (38) 
      Mike & Pam Lloyd (27) 
      Elden & Taryn Niemeyer (38) 
28  Robert & Marilyn Collette (57) 
29  Harry & Reina Thompson (41) 
30  Mark & Kim Arbeiter (25) 
 

Happy Birthday and Happy 
Anniversary to all              

celebrating in November! 

Do You Have an 
Email Address? 
Did you know that you 

could be a good steward 
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Elders‘ Shepherding 
Program  

(Families whose last name begins with)  
Board of Social Ministry: 
 
November & December:  Christmas Collection 
 
See the collection box and weekly announcements for our special 
Advent & Christmas collections. 
 

Bi-County Backpack Program: 
 
This is an ongoing collection that supports children in Red Bud, 
Valmeyer, and Waterloo throughout the year.  See the collection 
box in the narthex for a list of items needed, and place those    
donations in that collection box.  Thank you! 
 

Sunday School: 
 
November:  Lutheran Hour Ministries 
 

Each month, the Sunday School classes take a monetary offering 
for a specific charity. Thank you to all of the Pre-K through 8th 
grade students that contribute to these collections each month! 

Monthly Collections 

A-B    Rodney Clamors, 618-719-4023 
C-D    Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033 
E-Ha   Scott Janssen, 214-629-6975 
He-Hu   Bob Polansky, 618-979-0918 
J-K    Tyson Bradley, 618-713-1913 
L-Mel   Kevin Wheat, 618-830-3538 
Men-My  open 
N-P    Elden Niemeyer, 618-939-7982 
R-Sche   Larry Taake, 618-939-4757 
Schi-Sw   Greg Wiegand, 618-410-1500 
T-Wel   Kevin Whelan, 618-791-0603 
Wem-Z   Aaron Thompson, 618-792-9652 
Elders & Pastors: Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907 
 

Have a question or would like to speak to your 
elder, feel free to call him anytime. 

KFUO RADIO, 
AM850 

& KFUO.ORG 

A media ministry 
extension of  LCMS 

congregations, 
shares Christ for 
you on AM850 & 

kfuo.org via      
worship services, 

Bible and  theology 
studies, practical 

talk programs, and 
sacred music. You 
can find programs 

on demand at 
kfuo.org and  

wherever you get 
your podcasts! 

For Men: 
• Tuesdays at 6:30 am at Triada Advisors in  

Columbia. The group is studying the 
book of Daniel. 

 

For Women: 
• Their next Bible study will resume in 

January 2022. Faith Mueller will lead 
this study on the Beatitudes. 

 

For All Adults: 
• Sundays at 9:00 am in the overflow 

room. Led by Pastor Troup. They are 
studying the book “The Christian in a 
Pagan Society” based on 1 Cor. 

• Sundays at 9:00 am in the church basement kitchen. Led by Pastor Demski. 
Want to become a member? Want to be reminded about what we believe, 
teach, and confess as Christians as they walk through life or seek to raise  
children according to the teachings of Scripture? All are welcome! Feel free to 
bring your little ones, too! 

• Wednesdays at 9:30 am in the overflow room.  Led by Pastor Demski. 
(Facebook Live, too!) 

 

For Pre-K—College: 
• Preschool—6th grades: Sundays at 9:00 am in the church basement. Led by 

Pam Nagel, Deborah Joellenbeck, Melissa Wiegand, Gayle Mesnarich, and 
Lisa Clamors. 

• 7th & 8th grades: Sundays at 9:00 am in the multipurpose room. “Walking with 
Jesus in the Gospel of Mark” led by Alan Stumpf and Greg Wiegand. Parents 
are welcome to attend, too. 

• High school and College-age:  Sundays at 9:00 am in Pastor Demski’s office. 
Led by Pastor Demski & Travis Henry. 

Please keep our people, our community, our 

state, our country, and our world in your    

prayers.  God is with us always! 

http://kfuo.org/
http://kfuo.org/
https://kfuo.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54af661ed49340a315983cb13&id=39d9bddde6&e=5dc1d0289e
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In Our Prayers... 
 
Please note:  The names listed below will remain on our public prayer list for two 
weeks unless the church office is notified otherwise.  Thank you. 

 
We Pray for our Fellow Parishioners: Millie Menke, Sandy Moore 
(MS), Ruby Muench (cancer), Iva Mesnarich (shut in), Alvera Jacobs, 
Lana Mueller, Marie Dietzel (broken hip), Marian Obst, Chris Morris 
(ALS & Non-Hodgkin lymphoma), Virgil Horn (stroke), Lee 
Eggemeyer, Ken Schanz (diverticulitis) 
 
We Pray for Friends and Relatives of Parishioners:  Michael 
Washausen, Nina Van Kamp (recovering from surgery), Ken Horn 
(cancer), Nicole Bachelier, Sarah Castelli, Glenda Manion, Daryl 
Bense (dementia), Sharee Wilmes (cancer), Brian Kreher (brain      
tumor), Dorothy Mueller (recovering at home), Mike Ruby (bypass 
surgery), Elsa Wiemerslage (leukemia relapse), Jennifer Marshall-van 
Britson (double mastectomy), Howard Mehner (recovering from     
appendix surgery), Nicki Judd (breast cancer) 
 
We Pray for Those in the Service of Our Nation: Alicia Gunn, 
Dustin Bender, Aaron Bommarito, Alex Naumann, Paul Doty 
 
We Pray for Our Missionaries and Special Missions: Immanuel’s 
Preschool, Immanuel’s Mission Team, Unity Lutheran Elementary 
School (E. St. Louis, IL) 

November 2021  
Altar Flowers 

11/6—11/7 open 
11/13—11/14 open 
11/20—11/21 Given by J. Weihl 
11/27—11/28 open 
 
The 2021 Flower Chart is posted on the 
bulletin board in the narthex. Sign up for 
the weekend you would like! As your    
weekend approaches, Sandy Thompson, our 
flower coordinator, will contact you to give 
you more details. 

Monthly Attendance 
 

September 2021: 719 
September 2020: 571 

 
2021 Weekly Average (as of 9/30):  163 
As of 9/30/21, there were 901 baptized 

members. 

September Finances 

Total Deposits   $  51,656.16 
Total Expenses   $  60,552.50 
Over/(Short)    $   (8,896.34) 
 

September 30, 2021 Balances: 
Checking    $  33,185.13 
Scholarship Fund  $    9,916.38 
Discretionary Fund $    3,869.76 
Memorial Fund        $    7,235.00 
Mueller Memorial $    1,490.00 
Collmeyer Memorial $    2,805.00 
Loan     $305,979.81 
 

2021 Year to Date: 
Deposits          $399,298.79 
Expenses         $426,519.66 
Over/(Short)   $ (27,220.87) 
Unpaid Obligations     $           0.00 

Transfers In: 
 
9/10—Ranley & Cally Killian from Signal Hill 
Lutheran Church in  Belleville, IL 
 
Release from Membership: 
 
9/27—Jane Schaefer, moved to Tennessee 
 
Funerals: 
 
9/15—Perry Koch 
9/23—David Wiese 

Sept. 2021 Official Acts 

ICE IS AVAILABLE 
 

Available during office hours or before/after our services. The   
machine is in our kitchen, and there are bags located on the 

cart next to the machine. Donations are appreciated. 

smile.amazon.com/ch/37-0734375 

Donate to Immanuel as you shop! 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3SPMVNSTFHGBR&K=29JZFJO6ZJ3UD&M=urn:rtn:msg:202011161602377e9c00b45e1e4f9eacb53de3e7f0p0na&R=1288G5PAYL9BJ&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2FSMILE.AMAZON.COM%2Fch%2F37-0734375%3Fref%3Dorg_em_ch_smi_A_hol_eng_mkt&H=STFXRFRTOEJKAUZW866K5DP
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November 2021 Worship Helpers 

Saturday Accompanists: 
 

Joan Ruwald—11/6 
Ron Jones—11/13, 11/20, 11/27 

Collator: 
 

Diana Heins 

MEN’S MINISTRY! 
 

Join them on the last Thursday of 
each month for a get-together at 

7:15 pm! 

Sunday, November 7 
following the 10:15 am ser-
vice 
 
This meeting is very im-
portant!  The 2022 budget will 
be on the agenda, as well as 
board reports.  Packets can be 
found in the narthex. 
 
Please plan to attend! 

The Board of Evangelism hosted a Chili Cook-off & Bonfire on Oct. 
24th at Pastor & Cindy’s house.  Thank you, Pastor & Cindy, for your 
hospitality! 
Congratulations to our Chili Cook-off Winners: 
 1st place: Carol Kassel 
 2nd place: Chris Michael 
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Want to Stay Up to Date? 
Go to our website (immanuelwaterloo.org) and check it out!  Be sure to subscribe to the calendar, and you’ll 
have the most up to date info on Immanuel’s activities and events.  Also, check out all of the info available 

right on our home page. Notice that something is missing?  Let us know! 

immanuelwaterloo.org
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Service Reminders: 
 
A few notes about services. 

 

• Feel free to greet one another at church, but we 

will continue abstaining from the "formal     

greeting time" at the beginning of service so that 

no one is placed into an uncomfortable situation 

if they wish to continue social distancing. 

• Ushers are available in the narthex where you 

will find service folders and the offering plate on 

a table outside of the sanctuary doors. Please  

remember to place your attendance cards in the      

offering plate before you leave for the day. 

• Communion is celebrated at every service with 

the common cup & individual cups. If you would 

like to receive from the common cup, please let 

the server who has the individual cups know and 

the common cup will be brought to you. If you 

wish to receive the Sacrament from your pew, 

please let one of the pastors know before service 

or get their attention before they cover the       

elements. Pastor Demski and Troup always look 

out at the congregation to see if there is anyone 

who would like to receive from the pew before 

concluding the service. 

• The rail connector at the altar will be added back 

on Reformation Sunday, Oct. 31. 

• Ushers will continue to release people from pews 

in such a way that members and communing 

guests can receive the Lord's Supper during the 

Service of the Sacrament while allowing those 

who wish to social distance, the space to do so. 

• If you do not feel comfortable attending services 

at this time, Pastor Troup and Pastor Demski are 

more than happy to minister to you by bringing 

the body and blood of Christ to you. 

• Jesus remains our focus—nothing has changed! 

Praise be to God for sustaining His people now 

and forever! 

 
Updated on October 27, 2021 

Volunteers Needed! 
We are looking for a few more volunteers to serve at      

Immanuel in various ministries & roles. 
Interested?  Let us know! 

 

Altar Guild—Media Team—Ushers—Sunday School 
Teachers 

Homemade Stollens 
 

The ladies at Holy Cross, Wartburg, are selling 
homemade (yeast) stollens on Nov. 8-9. The 
stollens will be made fresh each day but can be 
frozen for Thanksgiving or Christmas. They will 
only be making 50 stollens per day, so you’ll 
need to place your order soon. $8.00 each. Call 
Connie Kostecki (618-540-8637) to place your 
order or with any questions. You can pick up you 
stollens on Nov. 8-9 from 6-8 pm in the school 
basement at Holy Cross, Wartburg. Proceeds 
will benefit the Bi-County Backpack Program. 

BOOK CLUB 
 

We will meet in the narthex at 7:00 pm on  
Monday, Nov. 1st when we will discuss The 

New Answers Book 3 by Ken Ham.   
 

The December 6th book will be Erik Larson’s 
The Splendid and the Vile. 

 
All are welcome. 

Camp Wartburg Job Opening 
 
Do you love being out in nature, working with     
children and being in a Christ-centered environment? 
If yes, then come work at Camp Wartburg! We are 
hiring for all seasons and would love to have you 
join us in our ministry. You must be 16 years old or 
older to apply. If interested please contact the Camp    
Manager John “Sparky” Hemenway at 
John_Hemenway@LCFS.org or call 618-939-7715 
ex. 15. 

Living Nativity… Volunteers Needed 
 

Immanuel is planning to again present a living       
nativity scene with the Christmas narrative during 
our worship service on Wed., Dec. 22.  If you’d like 

to participate in the scene by being a shepherd,    
angel, Mary or Joseph, please contact Pastor Troup 

or the church office. 

mailto:John_Hemenway@LCFS.org
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BASIC helps the Jr High and High School members of our con-
gregation grow together as the body of Christ. That  happens pri-
marily on Sunday mornings at the  Divine    Service and in Bible 
Study, but we also get together for fun, fellowship, and service 
activities throughout the year.  Remember, youth group is for 
youth in grades 6-12, and your friends are always welcome! 
 
You can join the Immanuel BASIC Facebook group and email 
pastor.demski@gmail.com to be added to the weekly email list 
for the newest updates. 
 
Remember to join us on Sundays in the multipurpose room from 
9-10 am for Bible study! 
 
October/November Activities: 
Sunday, Oct. 31—12-2 pm—Join us for our monthly get-together! Fun! Food! Fellowship! 
Sunday, Nov. 28—12-2 pm—Join us for our monthly get-together! Fun! Food! Fellowship! 
 
Watch the bulletins and Pastor Demski’s emails for info on our upcoming events! 

BASIC Youth Group News! 

Thank you for always supporting the Preschool through our 
collections and throughout the year, especially recently 
with the Wurstmarkt!  Because of your generous support 
and through these special events (i.e. Pizza Nights,      
Rummage Sale, Wurstmarkt, Cookie Walk, etc.), we are 
able to continue to provide this much needed resource to 
families and to continue sharing Jesus with these children 
each week. 
 
The children have been working on some fun projects so 
watch the narthex for those soon!  This school is truly a 
ministry of Immanuel & of our community, and your support and 
prayers are greatly appreciated. 
 
Peace and blessings to all, 
Linda Polansky 

Visit our website (immanuelwaterloo.org/preschool) or contact 
the office (939-6480 or immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com) for 

more information. 

Preschool News – November 2021 

PIANO TUNING 
Greg Junker will be at Immanuel on Tuesday, November 9, to tune our pianos. He’ll have time for a 
few afternoon appointments if you would like a piano tuned. Please contact Greg directly (618-233-

1406) if you are interested. 

mailto:pastor.demski@gmail.com
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Pastor Demski’s Letter… continued from page 1... 

 
do look different, but not by our own work or effort, but through God’s work through us (Romans 12, 1 John 2). We 
don’t belong to ourselves, but to Christ and therefore we live set apart looking forward to His return in glory. Christ has 
made us set apart people and He continues to feed us His set apart food to build us up in this set-apart life. Dear saint, 
God’s peace be with you. As we remember All Saints Day we remember the encouragement from the author of Hebrews 
to lay aside every weight and sin which clings so closely as we’re surrounded by a cloud of witnesses…a cloud of Christ 
confessors…running the race set before us with endurance with our eyes on Christ who went to the cross with joy for 
you and now reigns in glory. (Hebrews 12) 
 
The Lord be with you! 

Dear Parents, 
 
 The Sunday School teachers and staff have chosen the Children’s Christmas service “What Child Is This” 
for this year.  The Children’s Christmas Service will be held on Sunday, December 19, 2021 at 3:00 pm.  
Every class from preschool through eighth grade will participate in songs and speaking parts.  The practice 
times for ALL participating students will be as follows:  Saturday, December 11 from 10:00—11:30 am 
and Saturday, December 18 from 10-11:30 am.  It is very important that your child attends both practices. 
 
 Please remember that our teachers volunteer their time and appreciate your promptness in picking children 
up from practice on time.  Please make arrangements with another parent or teacher if you will not be able to 
pick your child up on time.  Thank you. 
 
 In order for the teachers to assign the speaking parts, we need to know by Sunday, November 21 if your 
child will or will not be in the Christmas service this year.  Please fill out the bottom part of this letter and   
return it to your child’s Sunday School teacher or the church office no later than Sunday, November 21.  
Please let your child’s teacher know if your child will not be able to attend both practice times. 
 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  
 
___ YES, my child ___________________________________________________ will be in the Children’s 
Christmas Service on Sunday, December 19, 2021. 
 
___ NO, my child __________________________________________________ will not participate. 
 
Parent’s signature ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Please include a phone number in case of emergency and for pick up. 
 
Home/Cell phone _________________________________________________ 

Children’s Christmas Service—Would You Like to Participate? 

REFORMATION THANKS! 
Thank you to the following instrumentalists who played for Immanuel's Reformation services on    

Sunday, October 31st:  Elden Niemeyer, saxophone; Adrianna Whelan, trombone; Jenna Hoeffken 

& Alex Whelan, trumpet; Karen Hodapp, flute; Julie Downs & Joyce Rossel, French horn; and Greg 

Badger, viola.  Praise be to God!  — Serving Him, Ann Frank, Music Director 
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Our 2021 Wurstmarkt was a Success! Thank you! 
 
Thank you to all who helped to make our annual Wurstmarkt a huge success once again! Thank you 
to Outsider, Willie’s West End, and Randy’s RR Bar for collecting meat sales; D & D Distributing for 

providing the cooler; the City of Waterloo for the electric for the cooler; Don Matzenbacher & the  
Waterloo VFW for the roaster liners; and the many volunteers who helped with meat sales, ticket 

sales, setting up, in the fry shed & the kitchen, in the wash room, donating & prepping pies, serving 
carry outs, cleaning up, and in so many other ways before, during, and after the dinner. This dinner 
isn’t possible without our volunteers!  This was a different experience since it was carry outs only, 

but overall it went great and the volunteers & customers seemed to enjoy the process.  And, a very 
special thanks to Don Birrittier for being my “right hand” the entire time! Don’s motto for the 

day…“You never sausage a dinner.”  We served 368 carry-out dinners!  This was 7 more than the 
2019 total (dine in & carry outs).  The final proceeds from the dinner & meat sales was $2,701.53. 

Wow!  Praise be to God!  These proceeds will be donated to Immanuel’s Preschool.   
 

—Pat Kelly, Director of Board of Stewardship 

We will be hosting our Cookie Walk in December 
and plan to do things very similar to last year.  
Taryn Niemeyer is finalizing all of the details, so 
watch your bulletins and emails for more           
information very soon! 
 
Here are a few details so far... 
 

• We will offer cookies for sale which can be  
pre-ordered for pick up 

• A selection of Immanuel’s favorite cookie     
varieties will be baked in the church kitchen. 
The list of cookies available will be out soon. 

• Cookies will be sold by the 1/2 pound.  Order forms will be available in the church office and in 
the bulletins in November. 

• Donations of baking supplies and volunteers will be helpful to make this event a success. 
 
Any questions?  Please contact Taryn Niemeyer (618-719-7520) or the church office. 

OCTOBER WAS CLERGY APPRECIATION MONTH! 
 
We recognize and thank our pastors for being 
faithful shepherds of their flock and thank their 
families for supporting them in their call.  
Thank you, Pastor Demski and Pastor Troup, 
for all you do for God’s people at Immanuel.  
We appreciate you & your families, and thank 
God for you always! 



 

WORSHIP SERVICES  
 

SATURDAY 
5:30 pm 

 

SUNDAY 
7:45 am & 10:15 am 

 
Holy Communion is celebrated at every service.       
Individual and common cup are offered at each   

service as well. 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  
 

Monday – Friday 
8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

 
Pastor Troup’s day off is Monday. 

Pastor Demski’s day off is Thursday. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church  
522 S. Church Street  
Waterloo, IL 62298  

 

May God continue to bless you:  
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Don’t forget to visit us on the web… 
immanuelwaterloo.org 

You’ll find our weekly announcements and 
updates, our calendar, VBS & Preschool 

info, and other important news! 

2021 
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