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From Our Administrative Pastor… 

22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the 
one who hears the word, but the cares of the world 
and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and 
it proves unfruitful. - Jesus explaining the parable of 
the sower in Matthew 13 
 

Jesus explains that His Word...the seed tossed 
out by the sower...lands on different types of 
soil. There’s rocky, shallow, weedy, and good 
soil in His parable. We pray that God would 
make our hearts that good and rich soil where 
His Word will land and take deep root. The 
rocky soil is the “in one ear and out the other” 
soil. That’s where the devil comes and snatches 
away the Word that was shared. The shallow 
soil is the persecution soil. The Word doesn’t 
have a deep root in the person’s heart and so 
when the persecution comes (when the hot sun 
rises in Jesus’ imagery) everything gets burned 
up and dissolved. 
 

While there is Christian persecution in our  
culture, we also need to be on guard against the 
weedy thorns of the world’s cares and deceitful 
riches. Those things easily grow up and choke 
out faith if we’re not diligently praying for 
Christ to come with the Weed Killer of His 
gifts. Jesus doesn’t simply give a picture of 
financial and worldly problems coming up that 
would choke our faith with worry and fear. He 
gives a picture of the financial excess and    
alluring stuff which would tempt us to         
disregard our Creator when His gifts become 
our gods. In Proverbs 30 we hear a wise prayer 
that God wouldn’t give too much or too little 
so that we wouldn’t forget our need for God’s 
provision or curse Him in a state of want. 
 

Fear and fun may appear to be different, but 
both can tempt us and eventually choke away 
our faith. Fun and wealth can distract us from 
God’s kingdom and choke out faith just as   
easily as the fear of money troubles or         
interpersonal conflicts. I think we often       
remember the weeds of concern and forget 
about the weeds of wealth. In the midst of an 
increasingly secularized world that is actively 
indoctrinating us to reject God and hold onto 
the teachings of the world, we allow the allure 

 

of the fun and wealth of the world to take 
priority over God. 
 

The thorny weeds are always growing, so 
we need to beware. The thick weeds may 
come in many forms. The weeds may look 
like the desire to work so much that your 
faith doesn’t get nurtured in the Divine   
Service. The weeds may look like the drive 
to be on top of the academic pyramid so 
that you can get ahead of everyone else for 
the best job and more financial                
opportunities. The weeds may look like 
constant sporting events to hone skills and 
keep up with the best people on the team 
with hopes of scholarships…or just plain 
old fun. Is there anything sinful about a job, 
or studying, or athletics? No. Not in and of 
themselves. The problem is when these 
things become our gods. We fear missing 
them, we love engaging in them, or we trust 
in them more than God Himself. While 
there are people who no longer gather with 
the saints at Immanuel for any number of 
reasons, I know that one of the biggest   
initial reasons is “other stuff to do.” “I 
would, but I have to work every single   
Saturday night and Sunday morning.” “We 
would, but we have games nearly every 
weekend. If we don’t have sports, we’ll  
totally go to church and Bible study.” 
 

There is often a sense of commitment to 
athletics, academics, and careers. Rightly 
so. We make commitments to do things 
faithfully. However, those commitments 
have crossed a line when they cut us off 
from the proclamation of Christ and the 
nourishment of the body and blood of 
Christ and in such times we must remember 
to obey God rather than man. There have 
been times when families express          
frustration with sports and other              
extracurricular schedules. Parents have said, 
“Pastor you should really talk to the school/
team about all of this Sunday morning/
Wednesday evening schedule stuff!”  

 
See PASTOR’S LETTER, continued on page 10... 
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Eph. 2:8.  For by grace you have been saved through faith. 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Immanuel, 
 

During this time of year when we remember and celebrate 
the Lutheran Reformation (October 31 is Reformation Day), 
we often remember an important Bible teaching               
rediscovered by Martin Luther and our Reformation       
forebears.  The teaching of justification by grace through 
faith.  Being “justified by grace” means that people are   
declared not guilty of their sin because of the forgiveness 
provided by Jesus.  Because Jesus suffered and died in our 
place, we are without sin in the eyes of God.  This blessing 
becomes our own “through faith,” that is, when we trust in 
Jesus and his redeeming work.  Faith makes forgiveness our 
own possession. 
 

It’s important to know that justification is both objective 
and subjective.  It’s objective in the sense that the truth of 
redemption through Christ is for all people.  It means that 
Jesus died and rose for all and holds out forgiveness and 
eternal life to all human beings.  There’s not a person on 
earth for whom Jesus didn’t die and rise.  This is an        
accomplished, historical fact.   
 

Subjective justification means that the gifts of forgiveness 
and eternal life are yours because you received them by 
faith—because you trusted and trust that Jesus went to the 
cross for you.  The moment you came to depend on Jesus as 
your Savior, all the blessings of heaven became yours.    
Salvation in Jesus is your personal possession. 
 

Please understand that these two aspects of justification are 
both important.  Objective justification means that this truth 
is true truth.  It’s true for all people. It applies to all people.  
Because this truth is objective, we can walk up to anyone on 
the street and say, “Jesus died for you. Jesus loves you and 
wants you to have his gift of life.” This truth is something 
upon which can depend. 
 

Subjective justification, or having personal faith in Jesus, is 
what brings the power and joy of justification into your 
lives.  Because the Holy Spirit created faith within us 
through God’s Word and Sacraments, we depend on Jesus 
and know that he loves us.  We know him as a personal  
Savior.  In others words, subjective justification means that 
you have the confidence that Jesus died for you.  Even if 
you were the only person in the world, Jesus would have 
died for you.  You have the confidence that you belong to 
Jesus and he belongs to you.  You have the confidence that 
God walks with you, hears your every prayer, and has only 
the best for you.  You are a beloved member of God’s    
family. 
 

See how both aspects are important?  Objective justification 
means that the truth of justification is universal and      
priceless.  It’s for all people and it’s something on which we 
can rely.  Subjective justification means that Jesus’ work 

was accomplished for you and that he had you in mind 
when he went to the cross.  It means that God’s promises 
were fulfilled for you and you have all the blessings that 
God has provided for his people.  By trusting in Jesus, 
you are God’s own and nothing can change that.  So, 
brothers and sisters, remember the teaching of            
justification by grace through faith.  Celebrate it.  Rejoice 
over it.  Hold it in your heart forever.  God bless you 
richly! 
 

Love in Christ, 

From Our Associate Pastor… 

A Note from Our Music Director…   
 

Remember... 
 
For several weeks, worshippers at Immanuel heard LSB 
767 Jesus, Remember Me played as the pastors prepared 
the altar for distribution of the Lord's Supper. It is a very 
short hymn with the following words: 
 
Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom. 
Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom. 
 
The text for this hymn comes from Luke 23:42. This  
portion of scripture tells of when Jesus hung on the cross 
between two criminals.  
 
One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, 
"Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!" But the other 
rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are  
under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed 
justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but 
this man has done nothing wrong." And he said "Jesus,      
remember me when you come into your kingdom." And Jesus 
said to him, "Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in 
Paradise." Luke 23: 39-43. 
 
I recently came across one of Carolyn Gillette's hymns 
titled "Remember Me" which she based on scripture   
references from Old and New Testament passages. Here 
are the verses from this hymn: 
 

Remember me--the God who saves-- 
For back in Egypt you were slaves; 
Then by my hand I set you free 
Now keep my law, remember me. 
 
Remember me in bread and wine 
Whene'er you share this meal of mine. 
I gave my life to set you free, 
With thanks and praise, remember me. 

 
See REMEMBER… continued on page 10….  
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September Birthdays &  
Anniversaries Parish Leaders  

 

Pastors: 
 

Rev. Merritt Demski, 847-254-9666      Administrative 
Rev. Dr. Tony Troup, 618-340-8375       Associate 
 

Church & School Staff: 
 

Lisa Clamors, 618-719-4954   Office Secretary  
Ann Frank, 314-346-7413        Music Director 
Sandy Mueller      Church & Ed Bldg. Custodian 
Ed Arras       Groundskeeper/Maintenance 
Linda Polansky, 618-980-3475       Preschool Director 
Deborah Joellenbeck   Preschool Aide/Custodian 
 

Church Council: 
 

Cal Neeman, 618-531-3812         President  
Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907       Vice-President 
Jill Eggemeyer, 618-401-8121        Secretary 
David Powell, 618-974-9222        Treasurer 
Harry Thompson, 618-792-8326   Financial Secretary 
Taryn Niemeyer, 618-719-7520   Christian Education 
Wayne Hargrave, 618-719-6748 Church Properties 
Gina Birrittier, 314-724-1051 Evangelism/Fellowship 
Susan Starbuck, 618-939-5296      Social Ministry 
Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907   Spiritual Ministry 
Pat Kelly, 636-373-2967           Stewardship 
Cathy Whelan, 618-612-3150       Youth Ministry 
 

Other Volunteers: 
 

Lisa Clamors     Sunday School Superintendent 
Marilyn Collette         Head Sacristan 
Stephanie Brandt           Sacristans 
Diana Heins 
Valerie Zeisset 
Sandy Thompson        Flower Coordinator 
Taryn Niemeyer   Women’s Christian Ministry 
Chris Michael           Men’s Ministry 
Bob Kassel 
 

Field Workers: 
 

Travis Henry, 4th year       716-223-0496  
 

Have you ever thought about joining one of  
Immanuel's Boards or committees? If so, please  

contact the appropriate person listed above. 

Happy Birthday to… 
 
1    Babe Matzenbacher 
      Art Meyer  
2    Linda Polansky  
3    Kathy Bujnak 
      Myra Lesinger 
4    Nick Prescher  
      Alex Whelan  
6    Don Birrittier 
      Michelle Fink 
7    Bev Jarvis 
      Joyce Rossel 
8    Clint Rodenberg 
9    Max Arbeiter 
10  Cathie Collmeyer 
      Julianna Gregory 
      Alan Horn  
      Emily Reece 
      Kirk Ritzel 
      Jacob Stumpf 
      Harper Thompson 
11  Bryan Stueve  
13  Amelia Deptula 
14  Rand Bundenthal 
      Martha Michael 
      Lana Mueller 
16  David Jacobs 
      Hunter Kettler  
17  Michael Henry 
18  Don Matzenbacher  
      Charlotte Rodenberg 
      Sarah Sappenfield 
      Julie Zeiger 
20  Sandra Downing 
      Cody Hergenroeder 
21  Jessica Gregory  
22  John Stueve 
23  Raymond Brandt  
      Dennis Clamors II  
      Gene Hoffmann 
      Pat Kelly 
      David Neusel 
24  Blake Nichols 
25  Taylor Schwartz 
26  Henry Eggemeyer 
      Charli Major 
      Dexter Rodenberg 
      Clarence Vogt 
27  Noah Heinemann 
      Jenna Matzenbacher 
      Jacob Williams 
28  John Bicklein 
      Jeriah Fink 
29  Danny Bundenthal 
      Zachary Bundenthal 
30  Sydney Kuergeleis 
      Vivian Parrott 

31  LeAnne Luhr 
      Arlin Obst 
      Hayley Proctor 
 

Happy Anniversary to… 
 
2   Mike & Ashley Ramsey (11)  
4   Jay & Patricia Carr (41) 
     Matt & Jenny Prather (18) 
6   David & Julie Powell (42)  
7   Mike & Julie Deptula (15) 
9   Josh & Nichole Kruse (11) 
     Mike & Melany Rusteberg (11) 
     Al & Vi Scheibe (67) 
     Brian & Denise Wiese (39) 
10 Ken & Susan Stratman (26) 
11 Don & Connie Rusteberg (18) 
12 Davide & Nancy Alu (19) 
     Jeff & Angie Filipiak (14) 
16 Daniel & Megan Menke (11)  
17 Henry & Jessy Horrell (6) 
     Taylor & Val Vernier (1) 
20 Justin & Alexis Gill (3) 
     Kyle & Kailey Hemmer (3) 
21 Matt & Pam Schrader (27)  
     Alan & Susan Starbuck (43) 
22 Lee & Karen Eggemeyer (44) 
24 Derek & Jenny Carr (23) 
25 Bob & Angie Kloeppel (18) 
26 Brian & Jennifer Downing (25) 
28 Mark & Jane Johnson (27) 
29 Joe & Sandy Benyo (38) 
     Bill & Kim Holtgrieve (38) 
 

Happy Birthday and Happy 
Anniversary to all              

celebrating in October! 

Do You Have an 
Email Address? 
Did you know that you 

could be a good steward 
by receiving our newsletter 
via e-mail?  Call or e-mail 
the church office and let 
Lisa know to remove you 
from the mailing list and 

add you to the e-mail list. 
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Elders‘ Shepherding 
Program  

(Families whose last name begins with)  
Board of Social Ministry: 
 
October:  Immanuel’s Preschool 
 
Immanuel’s Preschool is a ministry of our church and has created 
an Amazon wish list for those wanting to donate to this ministry. 
See the collection box in the narthex for a list of needed items. 
 

Bi-County Backpack Program: 
 
This is an ongoing collection that supports children in Red Bud, 
Valmeyer, and Waterloo throughout the year.  See the weekly 
bulletins for a list of items needed, and place those donations in 
the collection box in the narthex.  Thank you! 
 

Sunday School: 
 
October:  Unity Lutheran Elementary School in East St. Louis 
 

Each month, the Sunday School classes take a monetary offering 
for a specific charity. Thank you to all of the Pre-K through 8th 
grade students that contribute to these collections each month! 

Monthly Collections 

A-B    Rodney Clamors, 618-719-4023 
C-D    Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033 
E-Ha   Scott Janssen, 214-629-6975 
He-Hu   Bob Polansky, 618-979-0918 
J-K    Tyson Bradley, 618-713-1913 
L-Mel   Kevin Wheat, 618-830-3538 
Men-My  open 
N-P    Elden Niemeyer, 939-7982 
R-Sche   Larry Taake, 939-4757 
Schi-Sw   Greg Wiegand, 618-410-1500 
T-Wel   Kevin Whelan, 618-791-0603 
Wem-Z   Aaron Thompson, 618-792-9652 
Elders & Pastors: Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907 
 

Have a question or would like to speak to your 
elder, feel free to call him anytime. 

KFUO RADIO, 
AM850 

& KFUO.ORG 

A media ministry 
extension of  LCMS 

congregations, 
shares Christ for 
you on AM850 & 

kfuo.org via      
worship services, 

Bible and  theology 
studies, practical 

talk programs, and 
sacred music. You 
can find programs 

on demand at 
kfuo.org and  

wherever you get 
your podcasts! 

For Men: 
• Tuesdays at 6:30 am at Triada Advisors 

in Columbia. The group is studying the 
book of Daniel. 

 

For Women: 
• Thursdays at 7:00 pm in the overflow 

room (through Oct. 16).  Led by Faith 
Mueller. 

 

For All Adults: 
• Sundays at 9:00 am in the overflow room. Led by Pastor Troup. They are 

studying the book “The Christian in a Pagan Society” based on 1 Corinthians. 
• Sundays at 9:00 am in the church basement kitchen. Adult Information Class 

(AIC) led by Pastor Demski.  This class is for membership and a refresher too. 
All are welcome! Feel free to bring your little ones, too! 

• Wednesdays at 9:30 am in the overflow room.  Led by Pastor Demski. 
(Facebook Live, too!) 

 

For Pre-K—College: 
• Preschool—6th grades: Sundays at 9:00 am in the church basement. Led by 

Pam Nagel, Deborah Joellenbeck, Melissa Wiegand, Gayle Mesnarich, and 
Lisa Clamors. 

• 7th & 8th grades: Sundays at 9:00 am in the multipurpose room. “Accounts of 
Christian Teaching & Service” led by Alan Stumpf. Parents are welcome to 
attend, too. 

• High school and College-age: Sundays at 9:00 am in Pastor Demski’s  office. 
Led by Pastor Demski and Travis Henry. 

Please keep our people, our community, our 

state, our country, and our world in your    

prayers.  God is with us always! 

http://kfuo.org/
http://kfuo.org/
https://kfuo.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54af661ed49340a315983cb13&id=39d9bddde6&e=5dc1d0289e
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In Our Prayers... 
 
Please note:  The names listed below will remain on our public prayer list for two 
weeks unless the church office is notified otherwise.  Thank you. 

 
We Pray for our Fellow Parishioners: Millie Menke, Sandy Moore 
(MS), Ruby Muench (cancer), Iva Mesnarich (shut in), Alvera Jacobs, 
Lana Mueller (recovering at home), Marie Dietzel (broken hip),    
Marian Obst, Chris Morris (ALS & Non-Hodgkin lymphoma), Virgil 
Horn (stroke), Lori Smothers (knee replacement) 
 
We Pray for Friends and Relatives of Parishioners:  Michael 
Washausen,  Nina Van Kamp (recovering from surgery), Ken Horn 
(cancer), Nicole Bachelier, Steven Muench, Sarah Castelli, Glenda 
Manion, Daryl Bense (dementia), Sharee Wilmes (cancer), Brian Kre-
her (brain tumor), Dorothy Mueller (recovering at home), Mike Ruby 
(bypass surgery), Elsa Wiemerslage (leukemia relapse), Wilma Si-
monton (recovering from fall), Ethel  Darbonne (Covid & other health 
issues), Joel Schoenborn (hydronephrosis & kidney blockage), Ralph 
Simonton (recovering from fall) 
 
We Pray for Those in the Service of Our Nation: Alicia Gunn, 
Dustin Bender, Aaron Bommarito, Alex Naumann, Paul Doty 
 
We Pray for Our Missionaries and Special Missions: Immanuel’s 
Preschool, Immanuel’s Mission Team, Unity Lutheran Elementary 
School (E. St. Louis, IL) 

October 2021  
Altar Flowers 

10/2—10/3 open 
10/9—10/10 Given to the glory of  
   God by Al & Vi Scheibe 
   in honor of their 67th  
   wedding anniversary 
10/16—10/17 open 
10/23—10/24 open 
10/30—10/31 open 
 
The 2021 Flower Chart is posted on the 
bulletin board in the narthex. Sign up for 
the weekend you would like! As your    
weekend approaches, Sandy Thompson, our 
flower coordinator, will contact you to give 
you more details. 

Monthly Attendance           August 2021: 873 

          August 2021: 442 
 

2021 Weekly Average (as of 8/31):  161 
 

As of 8/31/21, there were 902 baptized members. 

August Finances 

Total Deposits   $  55,037.64 
Total Expenses   $  52,330.70 
Over/(Short)    $    2,706.94 
 

August 31, 2021 Balances: 
Checking    $  42,081.47 
Scholarship Fund  $    9,906.04 
Discretionary Fund $    7,859.06 
Memorial Fund        $    7,235.00 
Mueller Memorial $    1,490.00 
Collmeyer Memorial $    2,805.00 
Loan     $307,482.27 
 

2021 Year to Date: 
Deposits          $347,642.63 
Expenses         $365,967.16 
Over/(Short)   $ (18,324.53) 
Unpaid Obligations     $           0.00 

Release from Membership: 
 

8/13/21— (by request of Linda) Linda, Aaron & Ryan Bommarito;   
Melissa Bommarito and Elijah & Jeremiah Bell; and Stephanie Papke 
 
8/20/21— (by request of Vicky) Wayne, Vicky, Zane & JT Englert 

August 2021 Official Acts 

ICE IS AVAILABLE 
Available during office hours or before/after our services. Machine is 
in our kitchen, and there are bags located on the counter next to the 

machine. Donations are appreciated. smile.amazon.com/ch/37-0734375 

Donate to Immanuel as you shop! 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3SPMVNSTFHGBR&K=29JZFJO6ZJ3UD&M=urn:rtn:msg:202011161602377e9c00b45e1e4f9eacb53de3e7f0p0na&R=1288G5PAYL9BJ&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2FSMILE.AMAZON.COM%2Fch%2F37-0734375%3Fref%3Dorg_em_ch_smi_A_hol_eng_mkt&H=STFXRFRTOEJKAUZW866K5DP
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October 2021 Worship Helpers 

Saturday Accompanists: 
 

Joan Ruwald—10/16 
Ron Jones—10/2, 10/9, 10/23, 10/30 

Collator: 
 

Nede Bachelier 

Quilters’ Guild News! 
 
Thank you for all the compliments on the 
mission quilts after the dedication in July.  
We received a number of requests asking 
if the tied mission quilts were available for 
purchase and the answer is “Yes!” The 
completed quilts are generally 60 X 80 
inches, and fit a twin bed well.  Each quilt 
is $50 and the proceeds of all sales are  
donated to the  organization receiving our 
quilts. This financial donation helps pay 
for the cost of shipping the quilts overseas 
to missionaries. If interested, feel free to 
stop by the Education Building during 
quilting hours Tuesday (1-4 pm) or  
Thursday (1-7 pm) to view the quilts 
available or just to see what we’re up to, 
or you can call Taryn Niemeyer with any 
questions or for more information 
(618)719-7520. 

Adult  
Information Class 

 

Pastor Demski will be leading an 
Adult Information Class on   
Sundays from 9-10 am starting 
October 3rd. For 9 weeks he'll 
be leading the class through the 
basics of the Christian faith. The 
class is open to anyone who 
wishes to attend. While this class is for those who wish to become 
members of Immanuel, this is also ideal for people wanting to know 
more - or be reminded - about what we believe, teach, and confess as 
Christians as they walk through life or seek to raise children according 
to the teachings of  Scripture. Since there may be people who attend 
Saturday services, If you're interested in taking the class or have any 
questions, please contact Lisa in the office. 

MEN’S MINISTRY! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join them on the last      
Thursday of each month for a 

get-together at 7:15 pm! 
 

Thursday, September 30 



Page 7 Immanuel  Monthly  

Want to Stay Up to Date? 
Go to our website (immanuelwaterloo.org) and check it out!  Be sure to subscribe to the calendar, and you’ll 
have the most up to date info on Immanuel’s activities and events.  Also, check out all of the info available 

right on our home page. Notice that something is missing?  Let us know! 

immanuelwaterloo.org
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Service Reminders: 
 
A few notes about services. 

 

• Feel free to greet one another at church, but we 

will continue abstaining from the "formal     

greeting time" at the beginning of service so that 

no one is placed into an uncomfortable situation 

if they wish to continue social distancing. 

• Ushers are available in the narthex where you 

will find service folders and the offering plate on 

a table outside of the sanctuary doors. Please  

remember to place your attendance cards in the      

offering plate before you leave for the day. 

• Communion is celebrated at every service with 

the common cup & individual cups. If you would 

like to   receive from the common cup, please let 

the server who has the individual cups know and 

the common cup will be brought to you. If you 

wish to receive the Sacrament from your pew, 

please let one of the pastors know before service 

or get their attention before they cover the       

elements. Pastor Demski and Troup always look 

out at the congregation to see if there is anyone 

who would like to receive from the pew before 

concluding the service. 

• The rail connector at the altar will continue to be 

left out at this time, but the elders revisit the top-

ic at each meeting. 

• Ushers will continue to release people from pews 

in such a way that members and communing 

guests can receive the Lord's Supper during the 

Service of the Sacrament while allowing those 

who wish to social distance, the space to do so. 

• If you do not feel comfortable attending services 

at this time, Pastor Troup and Pastor Demski are 

more than happy to minister to you by bringing 

the body and blood of Christ to you. 

• Jesus remains our focus—nothing has changed! 

Praise be to God for sustaining His people now 

and forever! 

 
Updated on June 29, 2021 

THANK YOU…. 
 
Thank you to Pastor Demski and Pastor Troup for their 
many prayers. Thanks to my church family for the 
prayers and cards.  My back surgery has been     
canceled.  The power of prayer is wonderful, and our 
prayers have been answered.  God bless you all, 
Betty Schimpf 
 
A big THANK YOU from the Women’s Christian    
Ministry to all those who helped organize, serve and 
attended the Women’s Mini-Retreat on Sept. 11th.  It 
was an uplifting morning rejoicing in the peace we 
have through Christ our Savior. Our speaker Angie 
Walston used the hymn “When Peace like a River” to 
remind us that while we are here in this sinful world 
we will experience a life of both highs and lows but 
through God’s grace we have His forgiveness and 
peace. An extra special thanks to both the Sunday 
School children for singing “I’ve Got Peace Like a  
River” to the ladies and the Men’s Club for serving 
breakfast and doing the kitchen and dining room 
clean-up. 

Volunteers Needed! 
We are looking for a few more volunteers to serve at      

Immanuel in various ministries & roles. 
Interested?  Let us know! 

 

Altar Guild—Media Team—Ushers—Sunday School 
Teachers 

HAVE YOU SEEN IT? 
The wooden cross with the rays emanating from 

it (displayed in the narthex) was given in 
memory of Wayne Collmeyer by the Birrittier 

family. May God bless its use and our enjoyment 
of it for many years! 

IMPORTANT UPDATE FROM 
PASTOR DEMSKI! 

 
Several weeks ago the state of Illinois issued new 
mandates indicating that everyone is supposed to 

wear masks in any indoor setting regardless of    
vaccination. The current plan at Immanuel is to go 
back to what we were doing in the past where the 

signage around the church will encourage everyone 
to respect people's space and to wear masks while 

walking around but to feel free to take them off when 
seated. As before, Pastor Troup and I don't plan to 

police people on the matter. I continue to be thankful 
that the saints at Immanuel have been patient and 

loving with one another throughout all of this COVID 
stuff. God be praised! Pastor Troup and I are always 
happy to bring the Lord's Supper to you and to visit 
for prayer. We look forward to seeing you soon. The 

Lord bless and be with you all! If you have any   
questions feel free to let me know.  
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BASIC helps the Jr High and High School members of our con-
gregation grow together as the body of Christ. That  happens pri-
marily on Sunday mornings at the  Divine    Service and in Bible 
Study, but we also get together for fun, fellowship, and service 
activities throughout the year.  Remember, youth group is for 
youth in grades 6-12, and your friends are always welcome! 
 
You can join the Immanuel BASIC Facebook group and email 
pastor.demski@gmail.com to be added to the weekly email list 
for the newest updates. 
 
Remember to join us on Sundays in the multipurpose room from 
9-10 am for Bible study! 
 
Are you interested in attending the next NYG in July 2022 but 
weren’t able to attend the meeting? Let Cathy Whelan know by October 17th so she can get you added to the 
list!  A $100 deposit is due by Oct. 17th as well.  Watch your emails for more info! 
 
October Activities: 
Friday, Oct. 8—Camp Wartburg—4-9 pm—Join us! 
Sunday, Oct. 31—12-2 pm—Join us for our monthly get-together! Fun! Food! Fellowship! 
 
Watch the bulletins and Pastor Demski’s emails for info on our upcoming events! 

BASIC Youth Group News! 

Have you ever asked yourself, “Why do we have a preschool at Immanuel?” If not, please ask 
yourself that question now.  It seems that question has be circulating around our church family 
and it is important to know our preschool’s purpose.  There is no right or wrong answer.  We 
need your feedback.  Please fill out the form below and drop it off in the church   office or in 
the wooden box in the narthex by the big church doors. If you are reading this online, please 
write your feelings about the preschool on a piece of paper 
and return it to us.  Feel free to remain anonymous. 
 
Peace and Blessings to all. 
Linda Polansky 

Visit our website 
(immanuelwaterloo.org/preschool) 
or contact the office (939-6480 
or immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com) 

for more information. 

Why do we have a preschool at Immanuel? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Preschool News – October 2021 

mailto:pastor.demski@gmail.com
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Congratulations 
and Blessings, 
Helen & Carol! 

 
Crown of Silver Recognition took 
place on Sept. 11-12. We honored 
Carol Rossel during our 5:30 pm 
service and Helen Clamors during 
our 10:15 am service. They have 
turned 85 years of age in 2021.  

What a blessing!   Thanks be to God and congratulations, Helen & Carol! 

Truth is, I can’t do much about that. So long as we continue 
down a path of showing that church is the thing to do when 
sports and other things in life aren’t going on, then our faith 
will have those weeds creeping further around and a bit 
tighter every day and the prick of the thorns will hurt just a 
little more when we finally try to clear them away. The 
commitment Christ made to you in your baptism came long 
before jobs, athletics, and academics. Strive to do those 
things well, but not at the expense of the eternal life Christ 
gives freely to you. 
 
Christ doesn’t come with a promise to make you happy, 
healthy, wealthy, and popular in this life. He comes to    
forgive your sins and give you true peace knowing that you 
have eternal life with the God of life in the resurrection. He 
washed you in your baptism and He continues to pour grace 
upon grace on you every single week. Christ’s church is not 
going anywhere. The church cannot die because it is the 
body of Christ and He lives and reigns to all eternity never 
to die again. Christ continues to cast the seeds of faith out 
into the world where the devil’s always trying to snatch it 
up, the heat of persecution is always trying to burn it up and 
the weeds of the world are always trying to climb up and 
choke out the faith given us by the Holy Spirit. God be 
praised He works in our hearts to make fertile fields where 
His Word grows with beautiful fruits amidst all of the birds, 
heat, and weeds. 
 
God’s gifts are here. Rest is waiting for you. The God who 
created you, bought you back from death, and keeps you 
into eternity gives you a community of faith to build you up 
to life everlasting. Amen! 
 
The Lord be with you! 

REMEMBER, continued from page 2... 
 
Remember me in all you do, 
For I'm alive! I walk with you. 
I was, I am, and I shall be, 
O church I love, remember me.  
 
Our God, we hear! We're called and freed! 
Your Spirit gives us memory. 
Now send us out that we may share 
Your love's great story everywhere. 

 
As we travel through this wilderness here on earth… as 
we share HIS story of love to others... as we prepare for 
HIS coming... may we always remember HIM who      
remembers us each day! 
 
Remember JESUS! 

Welcome New Members! 
 

Todt family (Cody, Dana, Camden & Nolan) 
By Transfer - Their address is 709 Prairie Place,  
Waterloo, and their phone number is 314-258-4668. 
 

Ranley & Cally Killian 
By Transfer - Their address is 6638 Lake Forest Drive, 
Waterloo, and their phone number is 618-616-9143. 
 

We are glad to have you as part of our        
Immanuel   family!  God’s blessings to you as 

we worship & receive His gifts together! 
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CONGRATULATIONS, THIRD GRADERS! 
 

During the 10:15 am service on Sept. 19th, our third graders received their very 
own Bibles.  

 

Congratulations to Audrey Braun, Everly Dethrow, Brady Drewes, Henry 
Eggemeyer, Colton Glessner, Avery Griffin, TJ Joellenbeck, Greyson Kruse, and 

Grace Thompson!   
 

Such a wonderful celebration!  Praise be to God! 

Sunday, October 24 

5-8 pm 

Pastor & Cindy’s House 
 

The Board of Evangelism is sponsoring a Bonfire and Chili Cook-off Night at the 

home of Pastor & Cindy Troup (5876 J Road in rural Waterloo) on Sat., Oct. 24, 

from 5-8 pm. First and second prizes will be awarded to the two best chilis, and 

other fun events are being planned. Come for great fellowship and to see who will 

take the coveted golden chili ladle home for first place this year! 



 

WORSHIP SERVICES  
 

SATURDAY 
5:30 pm 

 

SUNDAY 
7:45 am & 10:15 am 

 
Holy Communion is celebrated at every service.       
Individual and common cup is offered at each   

service as well. 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  
 

Monday – Friday 
8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

 
Pastor Troup’s day off is Monday. 

Pastor Demski’s day off is Thursday. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church  
522 S. Church Street  
Waterloo, IL 62298  

 

May God continue to bless you:  
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Don’t forget to visit us on the web… 
immanuelwaterloo.org 

You’ll find our weekly announcements and 
updates, our calendar, VBS & Preschool 

info, and other important news! 
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