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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
 

 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 

 
 

Saturday, March 13, 2021 – 5:30 pm 

Sunday, March 14, 2021 – 7:45 am & 10:15 am 

 
“Making more and stronger disciples of Jesus Christ 

through the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

[

G

r

a



1 

 

 

Welcome to Immanuel! 

Please turn off your cell phones and/or paging devices. Thank you! 

 

If you are a guest, please fill out a guests' card located in the cardholder on the 

back of each pew and then place it in the offering plate. We look forward to 

meeting you! 

 

Members, please help us love and care for one another by filling out an 

attendance card. Remember to include all the members of your family who are 

present in worship today. If you are communing, please check in the appropriate 

place. Thank you for filling out an Attendance-Communion card every time you 

attend Church. 

 

We celebrate Holy Communion today! In this Supper of our Lord we receive 

the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the earthly forms of 

bread and wine for the forgiveness of our sins and the strengthening of our faith. 

This Holy Communion is also a sign of our shared confession of the Christian 

faith. If you have not communed with us before, please speak with one of our 

pastors before doing so. 

 

During the communion service: If you’re not able to drink wine, the lighter 

colored glasses in the center of the tray of individual cups contain water with a 

drop of wine. These special glasses allow communicants to celebrate the Lord’s 

Supper according to Christ’s institution, but have a very small amount of 

alcohol. 

Worship at lmmanuel is... 

Christ Centered. We believe that at the heart of worship is the Good News that 

God has rescued us from our sins through Jesus' death on the cross and rising to 

life again. 

 

Trinitarian. We believe that the object of worship is the only true God—The 

Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

Multigenerational. We believe that it is a great blessing for family members to 

worship together. Taking seriously Jesus' words, “Let the little children come to 

me and so not forbid them” (Mark 10:14), we encourage children to worship 

with their parents and grandparents and provide resources such as children's 

bulletins and children's sermons. 

 

Eclectic. Eclectic means, “selecting what seems best of various sources.” We 

believe that we should strive to use the best hymns and practices that the church 

has to offer.  Our worship may include hymns written 500 years ago as well as 

pieces written 5 months ago. 
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In preparation for worship we ask that you silence your cell phones and/or 

paging devices. Thank you. The time before service begins can be a good time to 

pray and prepare your heart and mind for worship.  You will find helpful 

prayers on the inside cover of the hymnal located in the pew in front of you. 

 

Preservice Music / Bells / Welcome 

 

Opening Hymn, LSB 605, “Father Welcomes” 
Text: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001526 

 

Refrain: Father welcomes all His children 

    To His fam’ly through His Son. 

Father giving His salvation, 

    Life forever has been won. 

 

1 Little children, come to Me, 

For My kingdom is of these. 

Life and love I have to give, 

Mercy for your sin. Refrain 

 

2 In the water, in the Word, 

In His promise, be assured: 

Those who are baptized and believe 

Shall be born again. Refrain 

 

3 Let us daily die to sin; 

Let us daily rise with Him, 

Walk in the love of Christ our Lord, 

Live in the peace of God. Refrain 

 

(10:15 am) Baptism, Merritt Manfred Demski [LSB pg. 268] 

 
Please stand 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.     (Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]) 

 
Opening Sentences (Numbers 21:9; Ephesians 2:4-5; John 3:16) 

P Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a 

serpent bit anyone, 

C he would look at the bronze serpent and live. 
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P But God, . . . even when we were dead in our trespasses, 

C made us alive together with Christ. 

P For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, 

C that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

eternal life. 

 
Confession and Absolution   (1 John 1:8–9; Psalm 107:1-2; Eph 2:4–5, 8; John 3:17) 

P Having heard the Word of God, as we prepare to receive the 

body and blood of our Lord in, with, and under bread and wine, 

let us confess our sins to our gracious heavenly Father. 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. 

C If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P God’s steadfast love endures forever! Let the redeemed of the 

LORD say so. 

C Although we are on the way to the heavenly promised land, 

like the Israelites in the desert, we complain about many 

things. We are sinful and unclean at heart and often follow 

desires contrary to God’s will. 

P God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which 

He loved us, 

C made us alive together with Christ. 

P God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, 

C but in order that the world might be saved through Him. 

P By grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 

own doing; it is the gift of God. Therefore, as a called and 

ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. Thanks be to God. 

 Service of the Word  

Introit of the Day       (Psalm 107:1-9; antiphon: v. 19) 

Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, 

     and He delivered them from their distress. 

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, 

     for His steadfast love endures forever! 
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Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, 

     whom He has redeemed from trouble and gathered in from the   

     lands, 

from the east and from the west,  

     from the north and from the south. 

Some wandered in desert wastes, finding no way to a city to dwell in;  

     hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted within them. 

He led them by a straight way till they reached a city to dwell in. 

     Let them thank the LORD for His steadfast love, for His wondrous  

     works to the children of men! 

For He satisfies the longing soul,  

     and the hungry soul He fills with good things. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

     and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

     is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, 

     and He delivered them from their distress. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you!     (2 Timothy 4:22) 

C And also with you! 

P Let us pray… 

C Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new 

every morning; and though we deserve only punishment, 

You receive us as Your children and provide for all our 

needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily 

acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all 

Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

Old Testament Reading, Numbers 21:4-9 
4From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land 

of Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 5And the people spoke 

against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to 

die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this 

worthless food.” 6Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they 

bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. 7And the people came to 

Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and 

against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us.” So 
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Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery 

serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall 

live.” 9So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit 

anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live. 
 

After the reading: 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle, Ephesians 2:1-10 
1And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked, 

following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, 

the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3among whom we all 

once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and 

the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4But 

God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 
5even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with 

Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6and raised us up with him and seated 

us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the coming ages he 

might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ 

Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 

own doing; it is the gift of God, 9not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
10For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 

God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
 

After the reading: 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand 

Holy Gospel, John 3:14-21 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3rd chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

14[Jesus said:] “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son 

of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16“For 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 

him. 18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 

is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son 

of God. 19And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people 

loved the darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil. 20For 

everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, 
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lest his deeds should be exposed. 21But whoever does what is true comes to the 

light, so that it may be clearly seen that his deeds have been carried out in God.” 
 

After the reading: 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

(5:30 pm & 7:45 am only) Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 

  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

Children’s Message 
 
Hymn of the Day, LSB 427, “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” 

 

1 In the cross of Christ I glory, 

    Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time. 

All the light of sacred story 

    Gathers round its head sublime. 

 

2 When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

    Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

Never shall the cross forsake me; 

    Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

 

3 When the sun of bliss is beaming 

    Light and love upon my way, 

From the cross the radiance streaming 

    Adds more luster to the day. 
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4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure 

    By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 

    Joys that through all time abide. 

 

Sermon, Eph. 2:4-5, “Alive and Lively in Christ” 

 
Please stand 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the Church here and around the world and for all 

people in their various circumstances. 

 When the Israelites became impatient, they spoke against God 

and against Moses. Let us pray for all who are in positions of 

authority in our nation and others, that God would give them 

wisdom to seek ways to meet the needs of their citizens, 

providing for equal justice and stability for everyone within their 

borders. And let us pray for police and armed forces, that God 

would protect them as they maintain security and peace. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Many people follow the course of this world carrying out their 

desires, by nature children of wrath. Let us pray for people who 

influence our culture and society but without faith in our Savior, 

that God would open their eyes to look up to Christ on the cross, 

working faith in their hearts, and making them alive together 

with Christ. And let us pray for lay and clergy leaders of the 

Church here and around the world, that God would give them 

strength and opportunity to spread the Gospel with joy. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P When the Israelites were in the wilderness without food and 

water, God provided manna. Let us pray for all who lack 

adequate food, clothing, and shelter, that He would provide 

opportunities for individuals and organizations to channel the 

resources He provides to where they are most needed. And let us 

pray for all who manage God’s bounty, serving Him so that it 

moves from mine to tool, from farm to table, from warehouse to 

storefront, and from street to home. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P The psalmist remembered that when “they cried to the Lord in 

their trouble, ... He delivered them from their distress.” Let us 
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pray for all who are troubled in body, mind, or spirit, 

[especially...], that God would bring about healing, relief, 

comfort, and peace as fits His gracious plans for them. And let us 

pray for ourselves and all who care for the sick and dying, that 

we serve our gracious God using the gifts He provides. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P (Special petitions…) Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Into Your hands, heavenly Father, we commend ourselves and 

all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy for the sake of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, in whose name we pray. 

C Amen. 

 

Offering (You can place your offering in the plate in the narthex or mail it to 

the church anytime.) 

 
Preparatory Music, LSB 767, “Jesus, Remember Me” 

 Service of the Sacrament  
In this Supper of our Lord we receive the true body and blood of Jesus Christ 

under the earthly forms of bread and wine for the forgiveness of our sins and the 

strengthening of our faith. Since this Holy Communion is also a sign of how we 

commonly confess the Christian faith, if you have not communed with us before, 

please speak with one of our pastors before doing so. 
 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you.     (2 Timothy 4:22) 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts.      (Colossians 3:1) 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                        (Psalm 136) 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame 

the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many 

that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to 

celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
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laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 

 

Sanctus       (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9) 

C Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might: heaven and 

earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in 

the Highest. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord. Hosanna in the Highest. (Hosanna is a Hebrew word of 

praise meaning “save us now.”) 

 
The Lord’s Prayer      (Matthew 6:9-13) 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever.  Amen. 

 

Words of Our Lord (Matt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1 Cor 

11:23-25) 

 

The Peace of the Lord 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.        (John 20:19) 

C Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

Distribution Hymns 
 

LSB 566, “By Grace I’m Saved” 
 

1 By grace I’m saved, grace free and boundless; 

    My soul, believe and doubt it not. 

Why stagger at this word of promise? 

    Has Scripture ever falsehood taught? 

No! Then this word must true remain: 

By grace you too will life obtain. 
 

2 By grace! None dare lay claim to merit; 

    Our works and conduct have no worth. 

God in His love sent our Redeemer, 

    Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth; 
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His death did for our sins atone, 

And we are saved by grace alone. 

 

3 By grace God’s Son, our only Savior, 

    Came down to earth to bear our sin. 

Was it because of your own merit 

    That Jesus died your soul to win? 

No, it was grace, and grace alone, 

That brought Him from His heav’nly throne. 

 

4 By grace! This ground of faith is certain; 

    As long as God is true, it stands. 

What saints have penned by inspiration, 

    What in His Word our God commands, 

Our faith in what our God has done 

Depends on grace—grace through His Son. 

 

5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 

    In tribulation’s furnace tried, 

By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 

    The Father’s heart is open wide. 

Where could I help and strength secure 

If grace were not my anchor sure? 

 

6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 

    In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 

For though I know my heart’s condition, 

    I also know my Savior’s voice. 

My heart is glad, all grief has flown 

Since I am saved by grace alone. 

 

LSB 625, “Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread” 

 

1 Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving bread, 

    May I in grace possess You. 

Let me with holy food be fed, 

    In hunger I address You. 

Prepare me well for You, O Lord, 

And, humbly by my prayer implored, 

    Give me Your grace and mercy. 
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2 To pastures green, Lord, safely guide, 

    To restful waters lead me; 

Your table well for me provide, 

    Your wounded hand now feed me. 

Though weary, sinful, sick, and weak, 

Refuge in You alone I seek, 

    To share Your cup of healing. 

 

3 O bread of heav’n, my soul’s delight, 

    For full and free remission 

I come with prayer before Your sight 

    In sorrow and contrition. 

Your righteousness, Lord, cover me 

That I receive You worthily, 

    Assured of Your full pardon. 

 

4 I do not merit favor, Lord, 

    My weight of sin would break me; 

In all my guilty heart’s discord, 

    O Lord, do not forsake me. 

In my distress this comforts me 

That You receive me graciously, 

    O Christ, my Lord of mercy! 

 
Please stand 

Dismissal 

P Now…Go in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Post-Communion Thanksgiving 

P Let us pray. 

 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who 

in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, 

we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and 

peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your 

children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy 

Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you.             (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord lift up His countenance on you and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn, LSB 550, “Lamb of God” 
Text: © 1985 Straightway Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001526. CCLI #1102860. 

 

1 Your only Son, no sin to hide, 

But You have sent Him from Your side 

    To walk upon this guilty sod, 

    And to become the Lamb of God. Refrain 

 

Refrain: O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, 

I love the holy Lamb of God! 

O wash me in His precious blood, 

My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 

 

2 Your Gift of love they crucified, 

They laughed and scorned Him as He died: 

    The humble King they named a fraud, 

    And sacrificed the Lamb of God. Refrain 

 

3 I was so lost, I should have died, 

But You have brought me to Your side 

    To be led by Your staff and rod, 

    And to be called a lamb of God. Refrain 

 

Bells / Postlude 
 

We invite you to take the service folder and announcements home with you as 

you leave today so you can see what's happening this week as well as meditate 

on the Scriptures, prayers, and hymns from today's service as you go through 

the week.  You can also find helpful information on our church website: 

immanuelwaterloo.org. 
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Worship Helpers 
 
Saturday, March 13, 2021 - 5:30 pm  
Preacher - Rev. Dr. Tony Troup Organist - Joan Ruwald 
Server - Cal Neeman Acolyte - Sydney Kuergeleis 
Media - Pam Nagel Altar Guild - Dinah Pflasterer 
Sunday, March 14, 2021 - 7:45 am  
Preacher - Rev. Dr. Tony Troup Celebrant - Rev. Merritt Demski 
Server - Rodney Clamors Lector - Jen Janssen 
Acolytes - Ben Janssen & Collin Dethrow Music Director - Ann Frank 
Ushers - Allen Jacobs, Don & Gina Birrittier Media - Lisa Clamors 
Altar Guild - Sandy Thompson & Faith Mueller  
Sunday, March 14, 2021 - 10:15 am  
Preacher - Rev. Dr. Tony Troup Celebrant - Rev. Merritt Demski 
Music Director - Ann Frank Server - Hayden Brown 
Acolytes - Jeriah & Masson Fink Lector - Warren Frank 
Ushers - Elden Niemeyer, Sharon Osterhage, Wayne Hargrave, Warren Frank 
Media/Facebook Live - Tim Scheibe                        Altar Guild - Janet Goessling 
Worship Helpers - Wednesday, March 17, 2021 - 6:30 pm 
Ushers - Chuck Keller, Larry Taake, Craig Mehner, Dawn Rubemeyer 
Media/Facebook Live - Kelley Keller 
Ushers - Sunday, March 21, 2021  
7:45 am - Roy Unterseh, Ed Arras, Jim Stueve, Lilly Prather  
10:15 am - Rodney Clamors, Jenna Hoeffken, Evan & Wyatt Fink 
Acolytes - Sunday, March 21, 2021 Lectors - Sunday, March 21, 2021 
Saturday 5:30 pm - Ashlyn Whelan Saturday 5:30 pm - n/a 
Sunday 7:45 am - Madalyn Prather & Leah Worley Sunday 7:45 am - Don Birrittier 
Sunday 10:15 am - Nicholas Hoeffken & Blake Nichols Sunday 10:15 am - Ollney Mueller, Jr. 
Servers - Sunday, March 21, 2021 Altar Guild - Sunday, March 21, 2021 
Saturday 5:30 pm - Chuck Keller Saturday 5:30 pm - Diana Heins 
Sunday 7:45 am - Dean Harbison Sunday 7:45 am - Barbara & Deb 
Sunday 10:15 am - Howard Shive Sunday 10:15 am - Susan Hargrave 
Media - Sunday, March 21, 2021  
Saturday 5:30 pm - Cathy Whelan  
Sunday 7:45 am - Kelley Keller  
Sunday 10:15 am - Pam Nagel (Facebook Live)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL – WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
LUTHERAN CHURCH – MISSOURI SYNOD 

immanuelwaterloo.org e-mail:  immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com 
 
Rev. Merritt Demski, Administrative Pastor       939-6480 or 847-254-9666 
Rev. Dr. Tony Troup, Associate Pastor           939-6480 or 618-340-8375 
Hayden Brown, 2nd Year Field Education Student            309-231-2183 
Mrs. Lisa Clamors, Secretary         939-6480 or 618-719-4954 
Mrs. Ann Frank, Music Director        939-6480 or 618-282-6597 
Mrs. Linda Polansky, Preschool Director             939-6480 or 618-980-3475 
 

immanuelwaterloo.org
mailto:immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com
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SERMON OUTLINE 
EPHESIANS 2:4-5 

“ALIVE AND LIVELY IN CHRIST” 

 
1. King David declared in Psalm 51:5, “Behold, I was born in 

__________________, and in sin did my mother 
_____________________________ me.” 
 

2. Just as it’s impossible for a ____________________ body 
to get up, walk around, and go out to dinner, so sinners 
can’t make themselves right with God.  We can’t make 
ourselves __________________________ to God. 
 

3. Everything we can know about God this 
________________ of  _________________________ is 
conveyed to us by God’s Word. 
 

4. Notice.  Jesus acknowledges that even 
_______________________ will die.  He says, “Whoever 
believes in me, though he die.”  Yet he also promises that 
these dead ________________________ will live.   
 

5. When we’re with the Lord after the resurrection, I don’t 
think we’ll be aware of the _________________________  
of  _____________________.  God’s joy will so fill us and 
God’s love will be so clear to us that “a thousand years will 
be as one day, and one day as a thousand years.” 

 
6. A couple of weeks ago, I heard a nature lover talk about 

the beauty of nature and how wonderful nature is.  Well, 
because we’re alive in Christ, our _______________ over 
creation is even ___________________ than that of a 
nature lover. 

 


