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From Our Administrative Pastor…
Greetings in Christ,
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Jesus Christ through
the power of the
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someone is seen by many to be the same as
being unloving. To love, some would say, is
to simply agree and let people do what they
Go grab your Bible and take a look at John
13:34, John 15, and 1 Corinthians 13. The first want to do. Of course, we don’t want to be in
conflict with people all the time. Paul even
two are during Jesus’ final meal and
tells us to strive to be at peace with one
discussion with His disciples in the upper
room before His crucifixion. He tells them to another to the best of our ability in Romans
love one another and emphasizes that they will 12:8. At the same time, we can’t help but
point to the truth of God’s revealed Word as
be hated because they’re with Him and the
an act of love rather than trying to be mean.
world hates Him. The passage from
1 Corinthians is the “love” chapter from Paul When we confess God’s truth, we are to do it
with gentleness and respect (1 Peter 3:15).
where he talks about the importance of love
over all of the other gifts one could have. It’s Oddly, our greatest expressions of love are, at
times, seen as the greatest examples of hatred
good to have those passages in mind as we
to the world and divisions are created. Come
enter the month of “Love.”
quickly, Lord Jesus.
Like most celebrations rooted in the church
Paul gives us a list of loving attributes in 1
calendar, you’d never know that Valentine’s
Corinthians 13. Love is patient, kind, humble,
Day was rooted in the Church according to
how it is celebrated by the secular world. And not rude, not demanding, not irritable or
yet we wouldn’t have Valentine’s Day without resentful, not happy with wrongdoing,
rejoices with the truth. It bears, believes,
the 3rd-century martyr, St. Valentine. His
death in 270 for the sake of his faith in Christ hopes, and endures all things. Notice love
doesn’t simply “Do what feels good.” Love
leads the secular world to boldly give Paw
doesn’t “go with the world.” Love also
Patrol themed candy and overly sappy love
notes to people in subtle and increasingly odd doesn’t try to deliberately be mean. We go
out into the world with the truth of what love
ways each year. Or people get married. The
observance of this commemoration is all over is and who is love incarnate and the world
will shake its head in disbelief at how rude,
the spectrum.
foolish, and selfish we can be for saying such
In remembrance of Valentine’s love for Christ hateful things. In the face of such conflict, we
and his faithful confession of the forgiveness love as Christ loves us even when that love is
not returned. Such power to love comes from
of sins, we tend to talk about “love” in the
what Christ has already done for us.
month of February, though the cultural
celebration of Valentine’s Day is in sight long
before the 14th arrives. So how do we observe Our culture is ever-changing. We’re
this celebration as Christians? Like any other. continuing down a cultural path that says,
“Everyone is right...except for the person
We celebrate Christ and thank Him for an
example of faithfulness. The bigger question who says there is only One who is right.”
is, “how do we confess the truth of God’s love Stay strong in Christ. We’re often tempted to
ignore God’s instructions due to pleasure and
in a world where the word “love” is used in
comfort. We’re getting further down the road
many ways...fewer and fewer of which are
that will tempt us to ignore God’s instructions
according to the truth of God?”
due to pressures to conform to the world
around us. Are we ready to stand in the face
As always, we start with Christ. We point
people to love in the flesh and His definition of such trials? Look to the instruction of God
for the definition of what love looks like and
of love. And yet even that can often be
perceived to be unloving. To disagree with
continued on page 8...
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From Our Associate Pastor…
Let no corrupting talk come out your mouths, but only such as is
good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to
those who hear. Eph. 4:29, ESV

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Immanuel,
I recently read an article by a young mother and journalist in
which she stated that she didn’t want her 8-year-old to curse.
Yet she also noted some ambivalence about that desire. She
didn’t want her daughter to curse, but felt cursing often adds
power to one’s expressions. To prove her point, she quoted
a line spoken by Rhett Butler in the 1939 movie Gone with
the Wind. After years of a tumultuous marriage, Rhett’s wife
declares her love for him. Unfortunately, he has decided that
he doesn’t love her and is going to join the Confederates to
fight the Yankees. His wife then asks, “What will happen to
me?” His famous reply is, “Frankly, my dear, I don’t give a
straw” (straw isn’t actually the word he used). According to
this article’s author, Rhett’s reply to his wife wouldn’t have
been nearly as powerful if he hadn’t used strong language.
I was a bit alarmed by the author’s point. I felt like writing
her and saying, “You do realize that Rhett Butler is a
fictional character, don’t you? What’s more, he said what he
said to be hurtful. In real life, spouses who talk that way to
their loved ones cause serious damage to their relationship.
Can you imagine how hurt you would be if your spouse told
you, ‘I don’t give a straw about you.’”
Please understand, I grew up around strong language. I often
struggle not to use it. But it’s not good. It doesn’t make
communication more effective when it’s directed against real
live people. What’s more, as God’s people, our goal is build
people up with our words. In the words of Paul in the above
Bible verse, the goal of our words is to “build up.” To “give
grace to those who hear.”
So often we fail. So often we use words to bite and devour
others. More than that, we often want to use our words
wisely to help others, but can’t do it with our own strength.
And that’s where the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ comes
in. He comes to us with his forgiveness, love and favor and
says, “You’re cleansed. I love you and gave myself up for
you, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” (Eph. 5:2)
He says, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn
from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls.” (Matt. 11:28-29) He says, “I am
the bread of life. With me, you shall not hunger. You shall
never thirst again.” (John 6:35)
Brothers and sisters, words are important. And Jesus uses
his words to “build up,” to “give grace to the hearer.” His
words bring life and immortality. His words renew us and
give strength to use words wisely. May that good news give
you peace and confidence in God’s goodness. May it so fill

you that you declare with Peter, “Lord, to whom shall
we go? You have the words of eternal life, and we have
believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy
One of God.” (John 6:69) God bless you richly!
Love in Christ,

A Note from Our Music Director...
The Transfiguration of Our Lord...and,
Valentine's Day!
The 2020-21 Church Year finds us celebrating
"Transfiguration" on Sunday, February 14th....
Valentine's Day, too!
The first hymn listed under the “Transfiguration” theme
in LSB is 413 O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair
which has one singing about the mountain-top
experience for Peter, John and James as they witnessed
Christ's transformation.
The 4th verse of this hymn mentions "faithful hearts"
praising the ONE who was shown in glorified brightness
to HIS disciples:
And faithful hearts are raised on high
By this great vision's mystery,
For which in joyful strains we raise
The voice of prayer, the hymn of praise.
May we always raise our hearts and voices to our Lord
and Savior....throughout all the 20-21 Church Seasons,
as well as other holidays we celebrate throughout our
earthly lives...such as Valentine's Day, too.
A few extra notes:
• PS-8th Grade Sunday School Choirs have started
learning new music for upcoming spring celebrations.
• Slowly, but surely, individual and small music
groups/selections are being planned for the rest of
winter/spring services.
• Thank you for your continued prayers for Immanuel's Music Ministry throughout this past year, and
into the New Year.
Serving Him,
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February Birthdays &
Anniversaries

Parish Leaders
Pastors:

Happy Birthday to… 23 Connor Perjak
1
3

5
6
7
8
9
10

11
12
13
14
15
16
17

18
19

20
21
22
23

Aaron Bommarito
Danielle Boker
Thomas Ervin
Rich Hitzemann
Dean Kohlmeier
Chris Morris
Connie Rusteberg
Tiffany Bise
Caleb Glessner
David Herschbach
Jennifer Downing
Cam Rubemeyer
Susan Stratman
Cooper Black
Pam Schrader
Derek Smothers
Sandra Halt
Tyson Bradley
Allie Snodgrass
Travis Ervin
Angela Stratman
Amanda Westfall
Brian Wiese
Mia Nichols
Lilly Prather
Nathan Voges
Eric White
Jeremy Kettler
McKenna Menke
Teri Metter
Autumn Whelan
Dean Harbison
Perry Koch
Damian Becker
Tyler Cooley
Kelly Black
Iva Mesnarich
Pam Nagel
Derek Carr
Michelle Kettler
Nancy Alu
Everly Dethrow
Jennifer Dieterle
Delaney Halt
Brent Naumann
Barb Vernier
David Wiese
Jack Netzeband
Lori Roberts
Harold Daugherty
Chuck Keller

24 Sandy Benyo
Spencer Kettler
Doug Land
26 Mary Arbeiter
Landrie Ervin
Heather Griffin
Jason Valerius
Nick Valerius
Andrew Wiese
27 Paul Hoeffken
Susan Vogt

Happy Anniversary to…
6 Dean & Linda Harbison (28)
19 Bob & Cynthia Stueve (44)
22 Cal & Carol Neeman (35)
25 Clay & Debbie Metzger (26)
29 Mitchell & Dawn
Rubemeyer (29)

Happy Birthday and
Happy Anniversary to
all celebrating in
February!

Ladies’ Bible
Study
Thursdays
7:00 pm
Overflow Room
“What Does Baptism
Mean to You?” with a
look into the catechism
Led by Faith Mueller

Rev. Merritt Demski, 847-254-9666
Rev. Dr. Tony Troup, 618-340-8375

Administrative
Associate

Church & School Staff:
Lisa Clamors, 618-719-4954
Office Secretary
Ann Frank, 314-346-7413
Music Director
Sandy Mueller
Church & Ed Bldg. Custodian
Ed Arras
Groundskeeper/Maintenance
Linda Polansky, 618-980-3475
Preschool Director
Deborah Joellenbeck
Preschool Aide/Custodian

Church Council:
Wayne Collmeyer, 618-719-7235
President
Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907
Vice-President
Cathie Collmeyer, 314-749-3772
Secretary
David Powell, 618-974-9222
Treasurer
Harry Thompson, 618-792-8326 Financial Secretary
Taryn Niemeyer, 618-719-7520 Christian Education
Wayne Hargrave, 618-719-6748 Church Properties
Gina Birrittier, 314-724-1051 Evangelism/Fellowship
Sandy Mueller, 618-420-1373
Social Ministry
Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907
Spiritual Ministry
Pat Kelly, 636-373-2967
Stewardship
Cathy Whelan, 618-612-3150
Youth Ministry

Other Volunteers:
Lisa Clamors
Marilyn Collette
Stephanie Brandt
Diana Heins
Valerie Zeisset
Sandy Thompson

Sunday School Superintendent
Head Sacristan
Sacristans
Flower Coordinator

Field Education Student:
Hayden Brown, 2nd year

309-231-2183

Have you ever thought about joining one of
Immanuel's Boards or committees? If so, please
contact the appropriate person listed above.
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Elders‘ Shepherding
Program
(Families whose last name begins with)

Monthly Collections
Board of Social Ministry:
February: Life Network of Southern Illinois

A-B
Rodney Clamors, 618-719-4023
C-D
Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033
E-Ha
Scott Janssen, 214-629-6975
He-Hu
Bob Polansky, 618-979-0918
J-K
Tyson Bradley, 618-713-1913
L-Mel
Kevin Wheat, 939-1985
Men-My
Cal Neeman, 939-5137
N-P
Elden Niemeyer, 939-7982
R-Sche
Larry Taake, 939-4757
Schi-Sw
Greg Wiegand, 618-410-1500
T-Wel
Kevin Whelan, 939-1985
Wem-Z
Aaron Thompson, 618-792-9652
Elders & Pastors: Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907
Have a question or would like to speak to your
elder, feel free to call him anytime.

Grab a baby bottle & fill it with you change or make a
donation towards this ministry. They can also use baby
supplies as well. Please see the list in the narthex.

Bi-County Backpack Program:
This is an ongoing collection that supports children in Red
Bud, Valmeyer, and Waterloo throughout the year. See the
weekly bulletins for a list of items needed, and place those
donations in the collection box in the narthex. Thank you!

Sunday School:
February: LCMS World Relief and Human Care
Each month, the Sunday School classes take a monetary
offering for a specific charity. Thank you to all of the Pre-K
through 8th grade students that contribute to these
collections each month!

For Men:
• Tuesdays at 6:30 am at
Triada Advisors in Columbia.
The group is studying an
overview of the Bible and is
led by Pastor Troup.
For Women:
• Thursdays at 7:00 pm in the
overflow room. The group is
studying “What Does
Baptism Mean to You?” with
a look into the catechism. Led by Faith Mueller.
For All Adults:
• Sundays at 9:00 am in the overflow room. Led by Pastor Troup. They are
studying an overview of the Bible.
• Sundays at 9:00 am in the church basement kitchen. Led by Scott & Jen
Janssen, this class has a faith development and parenting focus. Feel free
to bring your little ones, too!
• Wednesdays at 9:30 am in the overflow room. Led by Pastor Demski.
(Facebook Live, too!)
For Pre-K—College:
• Preschool—2nd grade: Sundays at 9:00 am in the church basement. Led
by Pam Nagel, Sandy Mueller, Deborah Joellenbeck, and Lisa Clamors.
• 3rd—6th grades: Sundays at 9:00 am in the church basement. Led by
Gayle Mesnarich & Melissa Wiegand.
• 7th & 8th grades: Sundays at 9:00 am in the multipurpose room. “Synoptic
Holy Gospels” led by Alan Stumpf. Parents are welcome to attend, too.
• High school and College-age: Sundays at 9:00 am in Pastor Demski’s
office. Led by Pastor Demski.

Please keep our people, our
community, our state, our
country, and our world in
your prayers during this
difficult and uneasy time.
God is with us always!
KFUO RADIO, AM850
& KFUO.ORG, a media
ministry extension of
LCMS congregations,
shares Christ for you on
AM850 & kfuo.org via
worship services, Bible
and theology studies,
practical talk programs,
and sacred music. You can
find programs on demand
at kfuo.org and wherever
you get your podcasts!
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In Our Prayers...
Please note: The names listed below will remain on our public prayer list for two
weeks unless the church office is notified otherwise. Thank you.

We Pray for our Fellow Parishioners: Millie Menke, Sandy Moore
(MS), Perry Koch (nursing home), Ruby Muench (cancer), Iva
Mesnarich (shut in), Shirley Elmore (treated for cancer, recovering
from surgery), Alvera Jacobs, Dean Kohlmeier (recovering from
surgery), Lana Mueller (recovering at home), Wayne Collmeyer
(hospitalized), Helen Clamors (recovering from Covid), Betty Schimpf
(back pain)

We Pray for Friends and Relatives of Parishioners: Michael
Washausen, Nina Van Kamp (recovering from surgery), Ken Horn
(cancer), Nicole Bachelier, Gordon Curd (dialysis), Steven Muench,
Sarah Castelli, Glenda Manion, Pat Bolañius (dementia), Patrick
Bolañius (cancer), Dustin Traw (cancer), Jean Stroisch (cancer), Daryl
Bense (dementia), Eleanor Krebel (leukemia), Joan Rhower (cancer),
Amy Feldmann (cancer), Mitch North (Covid), Shirley Doney
(recovering from back surgery)
We Pray for Those in the Service of Our Nation: Alicia Gunn,
Dustin Bender, Aaron Bommarito, Alex Naumann, Paul Doty, Erik
Brandt

We Pray for Our Missionaries and Special Missions: Immanuel’s
Preschool, Immanuel’s Mission Team, Unity Lutheran Elementary
School (East St. Louis, IL)

February 2021 Altar Flowers
All weekends are open in February 2021.
The 2021 Flower Chart is posted on the bulletin board in the narthex. Sign up for the
weekend you would like! As your weekend approaches, Sandy Thompson, our flower
coordinator, will contact you to give you more details.

Church Attendance
As you know, attendance has
not been “normal” since March
2020. However, we have been
recording attendance since
July 2020, and while it is down,
our current 2020 weekly
average was 153.
Our “normal” average is 225.

Nov & Dec 2020
Official Acts
Funeral:
11/17—Wilbert Kohlmeier

November Finances
Total Deposits
Total Expenses
Over/(Short)

$ 43,346.91
$ 35,670.01
$ 7,676.90

November 30, 2020 Balances:
Checking
$ 55,467.31
Scholarship Fund
$ 9,868.21
Discretionary Fund
$ 4,122.48
Eggemeyer Memorial $ 4,625.00
Mueller Memorial
$ 1,490.00
Loan
$324,264.40
2020 Year to Date:
Deposits
$563,589.33
Expenses
$529,936.56
Over/(Short)
$ 33,652.77
Unpaid Obligations
$
0.00

December Finances
Total Deposits
Total Expenses
Over/(Short)

$ 58,936.06
$ 53,341.48
$ 5,594.58

December 31, 2020 Balances:
Checking
$ 61,061.89
Scholarship Fund
$ 9,881.60
Discretionary Fund
$ 4,122.48
Eggemeyer Memorial $ 4,625.00
Mueller Memorial
$ 1,490.00
Loan
$321,546.73
2020 Year to Date:
Deposits
$622,525.39
Expenses
$583,278.04
Over/(Short)
$ 39,247.35
Unpaid Obligations
$
0.00

BAPTISMAL LAMBS
Was your child baptized at
Immanuel in 2020? If so, feel
free to pick up his/her
baptismal lamb any time.
They are on the desk in the
church office.
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February 2021 Worship Helpers
At this time, we will not be scheduling worship helpers (acolytes, ushers, servers, and lectors) to
help during our services. Altar guild and media helpers will still be scheduled.

JOIN US ON ZOOM &
FACEBOOK LIVE!

Saturday Accompanists:

Our 10:15 service as well as various
Sunday School classes, Bible studies,
midweek classes and other meetings are
being shared on Zoom or Facebook Live
in addition to in person. Would you like
info on how to participate through Zoom or
Facebook Live? If so, please contact the
church office, and we’ll get you the info
you need.

Collator:

Ron Jones—2/6, 2/20, 2/27
Joan Ruwald—2/13

February—Nede Bachelier

Women’s Mini-Retreat
Normally held in April

This annual event will be postponed until
September. Please watch future newsletters
for more details!

Thank You!
Thank you to all who sent cards and words of hope during the Christmas season. I appreciated
them very much, and they continue to brighten my days. And, thank you to all who continue to send
me get well cards and well wishes during the year. Your kindness is appreciated. —Millie Menke

ALUMINUM CANS

We are NOT taking any aluminum cans
currently. Please recycle them on your own
rather than dropping them off at Immanuel.
Thank you. We will let you know when we will
begin taking these donations again.

ICE IS NO LONGER
AVAILABLE
Due to the maintenance needed and
the current Covid situation, the ice
machine has been turned off until
further notice.

Do You Have an Email Address?
Did you know that you could be a good steward
by receiving our newsletter via e-mail? Call or
e-mail the church office and let Lisa know to
remove you from the mailing list and add you to
the e-mail list.

Volunteers Needed!
We are looking for a few more volunteers to serve at Immanuel in various ministries & roles.
Altar Guild—Media Team—Ushers—Sunday School
Teachers
If you would like to help out in any of these ways, please
contact the church office.
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Want to Stay Up to Date?
Go to our website (immanuelwaterloo.org) and check it out! Be sure to subscribe to
the calendar, and you’ll have the most up to date info on Immanuel’s activities and
events. Also, check out all of the info available right on our home page. Notice that
something is missing? Let us know!
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Pastor Demski...continued from page 1...

what is good and perfect and pleasing to your Creator rather than what
simply feels good or might seem nice. There will be those who hate us
regardless of how patient and kind we strive to be in presenting the
truth of Christ. Speaking the truth in love usually hurts, especially when
those we love are entrenched in sin. There will be those who hate us for
living as though the reception of God’s Word and Sacraments are
essential to our eternal life. We pray for extra measures of patience and
love in those times. We pray for our Heavenly Father to send His Spirit
to us so that we love when we don’t know how we could. A cross and
empty tomb are where you will be reminded of God’s great love for
you so that you are enabled to walk in peace and joy loving those
around you and praying for the building up of the saints and the
salvation of those who are outside of Christ’s church.
Go in peace. Nothing has changed!
As always, if you have any questions, just let me know.
P.S. I’m looking forward to our Lenten series Repenting with Luke.
We’ll be studying three Luke passages and two Acts passages to see
how repentance is central to our lives in Christ.
The Lord be with you!

Lent is Here!
Ash Wednesday
February 17, 2021
9:00 am & 6:30 pm
Midweek services continue throughout
Lent on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm. Our
special Lenten theme is “Repenting with Luke” and is
based on accounts in Job, Luke, and Acts.

Immanuel Lutheran Preschool News

Thank you on behalf of the Preschool for the amazing
support at the Cookie Walk this year. We appreciate all
the amazing volunteers who donated cookie supplies or
donated their time to help bake and decorate
cookies. Also, thank you for all the members of
Immanuel who purchased cookies and went above and
beyond with generous donations to support our
Preschool program here at Immanuel. Hope you enjoyed
the cookies, and we look forward to hosting this event
again in 2021. The total Cookie Walk proceeds were just
short of $1,900 and will be used to help purchase
supplies and for the school’s operational expenses.

Service
Reminders:
Just a few important notes about
our services. As you are all aware,
things change constantly, so please
continue to watch your weekly
announcements & emails.
1. There is currently no need to call
ahead to attend a service.
2. Please wear masks upon
entering and exiting. We’ll have
masks available on the table by
the bulletins. You can remove
them once you are seated and
distanced.
3. Please continue to respect
people’s space who wish to be
distanced. A distance of at least
2 pews is recommended (10 feet).
4. Communion is celebrated at
every service. Individual cups &
the common cup are offered at
each service as well.
5. Currently, there are no ushers
present. The bulletins &
offering plate will continue to be
on the table in the narthex.
Please pick up a bulletin as you
enter the sanctuary and place
your offering and attendance
card in the plate either before or
after service.
6. Jesus remains our focus—
nothing has changed! Praise be
to God for sustaining His people
now and forever!
Updated as of January 27, 2021.
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Pizza Hut Days are
Back!
Waterloo Pizza Hut is again hosting Pizza Hut
Days once a month to support Immanuel’s
Mission Team. First Monday of every month
(Feb. 1, Mar. 1, April 5, and May 3). Call 9394334 or order online (pizzahut.com), and place
your order for delivery or carry out all day, use
the promo code 1018 or coupon below, and
20% off your purchase will be donated. Thank
you for your support!

Immanuel Monthly

BASIC Youth Group News!
BASIC helps the Jr High and High School members of our congregation grow together as the body of Christ. That happens
primarily on Sunday mornings at the Divine Service and in Bible Study, but we also get together for fun, fellowship, and service activities throughout the year. Remember, youth group is
for youth in grades 6-12, and your friends are always
welcome!
You can join the Immanuel BASIC Facebook group and email
pastor.demski@gmail.com to be added to the weekly email list
for the newest updates.
Remember to join us on Sundays from
9-10 am for Bible study! Junior high
meets in the multipurpose room and
high school meets in Pastor Demski’s
office.
Due to current guidelines, no events or
activities are scheduled for February
currently.
Watch the bulletins and Pastor
Demski’s emails for info on our
upcoming events!

Pastor, Veronica, and Betty
Anne are excited and have
been preparing for the
arrival of a baby boy,
Merritt Manfred Demski,
in early March. Betty Anne
is so excited to be a big
sister! Thanks be to God
for His continued grace,
love, and protection for the
Demskis!
Several people have reached out to the church office
about gifts, etc., so (with the Demskis’ permission)
here is a link to their Buy Buy Baby registry.
https://www.buybuybaby.com/store/giftregistry/
viewregistryguest/549153020?
selectedRLVFilters=_recommended

To support Immanuel’s Mission Team
and their upcoming January 2022 trip

If anyone is interested in providing a meal for the
Demskis following the arrival of Baby Merritt, please
contact Lisa in the church office.

WORSHIP SERVICES
SATURDAY
5:30 pm
SUNDAY
7:45 am & 10:15 am
Holy Communion is celebrated at every service.
Individual and common cup are offered at each
service as well.

2021

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Friday
8:00 am – 4:30 pm
Pastor Demski’s day off is Thursday.
Pastor Troup’s day off is Monday.

Don’t forget to visit us on the web…
immanuelwaterloo.org
You’ll find our weekly announcements and
updates, our calendar, VBS & Preschool
info, and other important news!

May God continue to bless you:
Change Service Requested
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Waterloo, IL 62298
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