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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
 

 
First Sunday after Christmas 

 

 

 
Saturday, December 26, 2020 – 5:30 pm 

Sunday, December 27, 2020 – 7:45 am & 10:15 am 

 
“Making more and stronger disciples of Jesus Christ 

through the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
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Welcome to Immanuel! 

Please turn off your cell phones and/or paging devices. Thank you! 

 

If you are a guest, please fill out a guests' card located in the cardholder on the 

back of each pew and then place it in the offering plate. We look forward to 

meeting you! 

 

Members, please help us love and care for one another by filling out an 

attendance card. Remember to include all the members of your family who are 

present in worship today. If you are communing, please check in the appropriate 

place. Thank you for filling out an Attendance-Communion card every time you 

attend Church. 

 

We celebrate Holy Communion today! In this Supper of our Lord we receive 

the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the earthly forms of 

bread and wine for the forgiveness of our sins and the strengthening of our faith. 

This Holy Communion is also a sign of our shared confession of the Christian 

faith. If you have not communed with us before, please speak with one of our 

pastors before doing so. 

 

During the communion service: If you’re not able to drink wine, the lighter 

colored glasses in the center of the tray of individual cups contain water with a 

drop of wine. These special glasses allow communicants to celebrate the Lord’s 

Supper according to Christ’s institution, but have a very small amount of 

alcohol. 

Worship at lmmanuel is... 

Christ Centered. We believe that at the heart of worship is the Good News that 

God has rescued us from our sins through Jesus' death on the cross and rising to 

life again. 

 

Trinitarian. We believe that the object of worship is the only true God—The 

Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

Multigenerational. We believe that it is a great blessing for family members to 

worship together. Taking seriously Jesus' words, “Let the little children come to 

me and so not forbid them” (Mark 10:14), we encourage children to worship 

with their parents and grandparents and provide resources such as children's 

bulletins and children's sermons. 

 

Eclectic. Eclectic means, “selecting what seems best of various sources.” We 

believe that we should strive to use the best hymns and practices that the church 

has to offer.  Our worship may include hymns written 500 years ago as well as 

pieces written 5 months ago. 
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In preparation for worship we ask that you silence your cell phones and/or 

paging devices. Thank you. The time before service begins can be a good time to 

pray and prepare your heart and mind for worship.  You will find helpful 

prayers on the inside cover of the hymnal located in the pew in front of you. 

 

Preservice Music / Bells / Welcome 

 

Opening Hymn, LSB 388, “Go Tell It on the Mountain” 
 

Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain, 

Over the hills and ev’rywhere; 

Go tell it on the mountain 

That Jesus Christ is born! 
 

1 While shepherds kept their watching 

O’er silent flocks by night, 

Behold, throughout the heavens 

There shone a holy light. Refrain 
 

2 The shepherds feared and trembled 

When lo, above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus 

That hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain 
 

3 Down in a lonely manger 

The humble Christ was born; 

And God sent us salvation 

That blessèd Christmas morn. Refrain 

 
Please stand 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.     (Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]) 

 
Opening Sentences (Luke 2:30, 32; Psalm 71:19, 23) 

P Alleluia! My eyes have seen Your salvation, 

C a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to Your 

people Israel. Alleluia! 

P Your righteousness, O God, reaches the high heavens. 

C You who have done great things, O God, who is like You? 

P My lips will shout for joy, when I sing praises to You; 

C my soul also, which You have redeemed. 
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Confession and Absolution 

P People redeemed by the Lord, let us now make confession of our 

sins to God, our heavenly Father. 

C Merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We repent of having sinned against You in thought, 

word, and deed. We have left undone those things we ought 

to have done; we have done those things we ought not to have 

done. We have not lived our lives fully in the freedom won 

for us by our Lord. We have not always shared the bounty 

You have given us as stewards of Your creation. We 

sincerely repent of our sins and humbly ask Your grace and 

forgiveness in Jesus, our Savior. By the renewing work of the 

Holy Spirit, lead us to change what is sinful in our lives that 

each day we grow in righteousness and godly living to the 

glory of Your holy name. 

P God has promised pardon, life, and salvation because of the 

atoning sacrifice of His beloved Son, who has replaced slavery 

to sin with a priceless inheritance of freedom and joy. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. As you believe, so may it be. 

C Amen. 

 Service of the Word  

Introit of the Day      (Psalm 98:1-4; antiphon: v. Isaiah 52:10) 

C The Lord has bared His holy arm before the eyes of all the 

nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of 

our God. 

Men: Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous 

things! His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation 

for Him. 

Women: The Lord has made known His salvation; He has revealed His 

righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

Men: He has remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness to the 

house of Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation 

of our God. 

Women: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into 

joyous song and sing praises! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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The Lord has bared His holy arm before the eyes of all the 

nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of 

our God. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you!     (2 Timothy 4:22) 

C And also with you! 

P Let us pray… 

C O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created 

us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously 

restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive 

in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

Old Testament Reading, Isaiah 61:10—62:3 
10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has 

clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of 

righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful 

headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings 

forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the 

Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations. 
1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be 

quiet, until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a 

burning torch. 2The nations shall see your righteousness, and all the kings your 

glory, and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will 

give. 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal 

diadem in the hand of your God. 
 

After the reading: 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle, Galatians 4:4-7 
4When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 

born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 

receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of 

his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, 

but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 
 

After the reading: 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand 

Holy Gospel, Luke 2:22-40 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

22When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, 

[Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 
23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb 

shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is 

said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 
25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man 

was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 

Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 

he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in 

the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do 

for him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and 

blessed God and said, 29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart  in peace, 

according to your word; 30for my eyes have seen your salvation 31that you have 

prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

and for glory to your people Israel.” 33And his father and his mother marveled at 

what was said about him. 34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his 

mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, 

and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul 

also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 36And there was a 

prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 

advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she 

was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart 

from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And 

coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him 

to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 39And when they had 

performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into 

Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became strong, 

filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 
 

After the reading: 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 

  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again 
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from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

Hymn of the Day, LSB 519, “In His Temple Now Behold Him” 

 

1 In His temple now behold Him, 

    See the long-expected Lord; 

Ancient prophets had foretold Him, 

    God has now fulfilled His word. 

Now to praise Him, His redeemèd 

    Shall break forth with one accord. 

 

2 In the arms of her who bore Him, 

    Virgin pure, behold Him lie 

While His aged saints adore Him 

    Ere in perfect faith they die. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Lo, the_incarnate God Most High! 

 

3 Jesus, by Your presentation, 

    When they blessed You, weak and poor, 

Make us see Your great salvation, 

    Seal us with Your promise sure; 

And present us in Your glory 

    To Your Father, cleansed and pure. 

 

Sermon, Luke 2:22-40, “Seeing Salvation” 

 
Please stand 

Prayer of the Church 

P Gathered as God’s people and as heirs of an eternal inheritance, 

let us pray for the whole Church and for all who bear the name 

of Jesus Christ, who is our Light and our Salvation. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P As we remember St. John, Apostle and Evangelist, we pray for 

the Church, asking that through her the joyous news of salvation 

be proclaimed as the Holy Spirit directs. Give us faith to 

acknowledge and rejoice in the fellowship that we share in Christ 

with people here and in every place, that we may see in each 

sister and brother in Christ a reflection of Your glory. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Lord of all, watch over our nation and grant Your divine favor to 

all who bear office in our land, especially the president and 

Congress of the United States, the governor and legislature of 

Illinois, and to all those who make, administer, and judge our 

laws. Help them to serve all those in their care according to Your 

holy will, that we may live in peace and safety. Save us from 

pestilence and plague, for unseasonable weather, and the dangers 

that are ever-present in our lives. Grant us Your blessing as one 

calendar year closes and another begins. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Give a special measure of blessing to those with special needs. 

Especially we remember the sick, the shut-in, those dealing with 

depression, those who sorrow, and others known to us who at 

this time are in need of prayer [especially…]. Help us to be people 

who bless, encourage, and strengthen all those in our circles of 

relationship and beyond. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Sovereign Lord, we remember with thanksgiving those who have 

loved and served You in Your Church on earth, who now rest 

from their labors, [especially...]. Keep us in fellowship with all 

Your saints, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. Bless the 

communion we share on earth as we await the Supper of the 

Lamb in His kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P (Special petitions…) Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant 

us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again 

and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

forever. 

C Amen. 
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Offering (You can place your offering in the plate in the narthex or mail it to 

the church anytime.) 

 Service of the Sacrament  
In this Supper of our Lord we receive the true body and blood of Jesus Christ 

under the earthly forms of bread and wine for the forgiveness of our sins and the 

strengthening of our faith. Since this Holy Communion is also a sign of how we 

commonly confess the Christian faith, we welcome to the Lord’s Table those 

who are confirmed members of congregations of The Lutheran Church-Missouri 

Synod. 

 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you.     (2 Timothy 4:22) 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts.      (Colossians 3:1) 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                        (Psalm 136) 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and proper that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, because You have called us through the waters 

of Holy Baptism and welcomed us to Your Table of grace. As 

we rejoice in the salvation won for us by our Savior, give us faith 

to heed the call to share the Gospel message throughout the 

world so that many may come to feast in Your eternal kingdom 

with St. John and all of the faithful of all time. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, forevermore praising You 

and saying: 

 

Sanctus       (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9) 

C Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might: heaven and 

earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in 

the Highest. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord. Hosanna in the Highest. (Hosanna is a Hebrew word of 

praise meaning “save us now.”) 
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The Lord’s Prayer      (Matthew 6:9-13) 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever.  Amen. 

 

Words of Our Lord (Matt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1 Cor 

11:23-25) 

 

The Peace of the Lord 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.        (John 20:19) 

C Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

Distribution Hymns 
 

LSB 393, “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 

 

1 Infant holy, 

    Infant lowly, 

For His bed a cattle stall; 

    Oxen lowing, 

    Little knowing 

Christ the child is Lord of all. 

    Swiftly winging, 

    Angels singing, 

    Bells are ringing, 

    Tidings bringing: 

Christ the child is Lord of all! 

Christ the child is Lord of all! 

 

2 Flocks were sleeping, 

    Shepherds keeping 

Vigil till the morning new 

    Saw the glory, 

    Heard the story, 

Tidings of a Gospel true. 

    Thus rejoicing, 
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    Free from sorrow, 

    Praises voicing, 

    Greet the morrow: 

Christ the child was born for you! 

Christ the child was born for you! 

 

LSB 384, “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 

 

1 Of the Father’s love begotten 

    Ere the worlds began to be, 

He is Alpha and Omega, 

    He the source, the ending He, 

Of the things that are, that have been, 

    And that future years shall see 

        Evermore and evermore. 

 

2 Oh, that birth forever blessèd, 

    When the virgin, full of grace, 

By the Holy Ghost conceiving, 

    Bore the Savior of our race, 

And the babe, the world’s Redeemer, 

    First revealed His sacred face 

        Evermore and evermore. 

 

3 This is He whom seers in old time 

    Chanted of with one accord, 

Whom the voices of the prophets 

    Promised in their faithful word. 

Now He shines, the long-expected; 

    Let creation praise its Lord 

        Evermore and evermore. 

 

4 O ye heights of heav’n, adore Him; 

    Angel hosts, His praises sing. 

Pow’rs, dominions, bow before Him 

    And extol our God and King. 

Let no tongue on earth be silent, 

    Ev’ry voice in concert ring 

        Evermore and evermore. 
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D 5 Christ, to Thee, with God the Father, 

    And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee 

Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 

    And unending praises be, 

Honor, glory, and dominion, 

    And eternal victory 

        Evermore and evermore. Amen. 

 
Please stand 

Dismissal 

P Now…Go in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Post-Communion Thanksgiving 

P Let us pray. 

 Almighty and ever-living God, we thank You for having fed us 

with the body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ, assuring us, 

thereby, that we are truly members of His Body, the Church. 

And we ask You to help us by Your Holy Spirit that we continue 

in this fellowship and do the good works that You desire us to 

do, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, to whom with You 

and the same Spirit be all honor and glory, forever and ever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you.             (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord lift up His countenance on you and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn, LSB 389, “Let All Together Praise Our God” 
Text (st. 2): Public domain. Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110001526 

 

1 Let all together praise our God 

    Before His glorious throne; 

Today He opens heav’n again 

    To give us His own Son, 

    To give us His own Son. 
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2 He leaves His heav’nly Father’s throne, 

    Is born an infant small, 

And in a manger, poor and lone, 

    Lies in a humble stall, 

    Lies in a humble stall. 

 

3 Within an earthborn form He hides 

    His all-creating light; 

To serve us all He humbly cloaks 

    The splendor of His might, 

    The splendor of His might. 

 

4 He undertakes a great exchange, 

    Puts on our human frame, 

And in return gives us His realm, 

    His glory, and His name, 

    His glory, and His name. 

 

5 He is a servant, I a lord: 

    How great a mystery! 

How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 

    No truer friend than He, 

    No truer friend than He. 

 

6 He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 

The angel bars the way no more. 

    To God our praises rise, 

    To God our praises rise. 

 

D 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

    Lord Jesus, we adore 

And praise to God the Father yield 

    And Spirit evermore; 

    We praise You evermore. 

 

Bells / Postlude 
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We invite you to take the service folder and announcements home with you as 

you leave today so you can see what's happening this week as well as meditate 

on the Scriptures, prayers, and hymns from today's service as you go through 

the week.  You can also find helpful information on our church website: 

immanuelwaterloo.org. 
 

Worship Helpers 

 
Saturday, December 26, 2020 - 5:30 pm  
Preacher/Celebrant - Rev. Merritt Demski Pianist - Ron Jones 
Media - Lisa Clamors  
Sunday, December 27, 2020 - 7:45 am  
Preacher - Rev. Merritt Demski Liturgist/Celebrant - Rev. Dr. Tony Troup 
Music Director - Ann Frank Media - Greg Hoeffken 
Sunday, December 27, 2020 - 10:15 am  
Preacher - Rev. Merritt Demski Liturgist/Celebrant - Rev. Dr. Tony Troup 
Music Director - Ann Frank Media - Tim Scheibe (Facebook Live) 
Media - Sunday, January 3, 2021 Altar Guild - Sunday, January 3, 2021 
Saturday 5:30 pm - Cathy Whelan Saturday 5:30 pm - Susan Starbuck 
Sunday 7:45 am - Pam Nagel Sunday 7:45 am - Barbara Altes 
Sunday 10:15 am - Dave Powell Sunday 10:15 am - Linda Gutknecht 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL – WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
LUTHERAN CHURCH – MISSOURI SYNOD 

immanuelwaterloo.org e-mail:  immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com 
 
Rev. Merritt Demski, Administrative Pastor       939-6480 or 847-254-9666 
Rev. Dr. Tony Troup, Associate Pastor           939-6480 or 618-340-8375 
Hayden Brown, 2nd Year Field Education Student            309-231-2183 
Mrs. Lisa Clamors, Secretary         939-6480 or 618-719-4954 
Mrs. Ann Frank, Music Director        939-6480 or 618-282-6597 
Mrs. Linda Polansky, Preschool Director             939-6480 or 618-980-3475 
 

immanuelwaterloo.org
mailto:immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com
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Shut-in & Homebound Members 
 

During this Christmas time, the Board of Social Ministry is asking for 
the congregation’s help by sending “thinking of you” cards to our 
shut-in & homebound members. See the list below.  Thank you! 

 
 

NAME ADDRESS CITY, STATE, ZIP

Brown, Phyllis 623 Hamacher Dr. Waterloo, IL 62298

Chitty, Donna 5326 Konarcik Road Waterloo, IL 62298

Clamors, Helen 6703 Susewind Lane Waterloo, IL 62298

Downs, Earl 106 East Front St. Waterloo, IL 62298

Fuller, Bernice 406 S Market St. Waterloo, IL 62298

Hitzemann, Judy 611 Morrison Ave. Waterloo, IL 62298

Jacobs, Alvera 623 Hamacher Dr. Waterloo, IL 62298

Jarvis, Bev 526 Legacy Dr., Apt. 31 Waterloo, IL 62298

Koch, Perry 411 Laurel Drive Waterloo, IL 62298

Menke, Millie 1052 Country Club Lane Waterloo, IL 62298

Mesnarich, Iva 501 S. Market Waterloo, IL  62298

Miller, Shirley RBNH, 350 W S 1st St. Red Bud, IL 62278

Moore, Don & Sandy 7 Ruby Street Cahokia, IL  62206

Muench, Ruby 623 Hamacher Dr., Apt. 210 Waterloo, IL  62298

Myrick, Imogene 6409 S. Ronnie Drive Waterloo, IL  62298

Netzeband, Jack & Kathy 624 Hartman Lane Waterloo, IL 62298

Prigge, Arnold & Jackie 835 Circle Drive Red Bud, IL  62278

Stellhorn, Wilma RBNH, 350 W S 1st St. Red Bud, IL 62278

Verseman, Harold 735 Columbia Ave, Apt. 32 Waterloo, IL 62298

Wiese, Dave 735 Columbia Ave, Apt. 10 Waterloo, IL 62298
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