IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS

Fourth Sunday in Advent

Saturday, December 19, 2020 – 5:30 pm
Sunday, December 20, 2020 – 7:45 am & 10:15 am

“Making more and stronger disciples of Jesus Christ
through the power of the Holy Spirit.”
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Welcome to Immanuel!
Please turn off your cell phones and/or paging devices. Thank you!
If you are a guest, please fill out a guests' card located in the cardholder on the
back of each pew and then place it in the offering plate. We look forward to
meeting you!
Members, please help us love and care for one another by filling out an
attendance card. Remember to include all the members of your family who are
present in worship today. If you are communing, please check in the appropriate
place. Thank you for filling out an Attendance-Communion card every time you
attend Church.
We celebrate Holy Communion today! In this Supper of our Lord we receive
the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the earthly forms of
bread and wine for the forgiveness of our sins and the strengthening of our faith.
This Holy Communion is also a sign of our shared confession of the Christian
faith. If you have not communed with us before, please speak with one of our
pastors before doing so.
During the communion service: If you’re not able to drink wine, the lighter
colored glasses in the center of the tray of individual cups contain water with a
drop of wine. These special glasses allow communicants to celebrate the Lord’s
Supper according to Christ’s institution, but have a very small amount of
alcohol.

Worship at lmmanuel is...
Christ Centered. We believe that at the heart of worship is the Good News that
God has rescued us from our sins through Jesus' death on the cross and rising to
life again.
Trinitarian. We believe that the object of worship is the only true God—The
Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Multigenerational. We believe that it is a great blessing for family members to
worship together. Taking seriously Jesus' words, “Let the little children come to
me and so not forbid them” (Mark 10:14), we encourage children to worship
with their parents and grandparents and provide resources such as children's
bulletins and children's sermons.
Eclectic. Eclectic means, “selecting what seems best of various sources.” We
believe that we should strive to use the best hymns and practices that the church
has to offer. Our worship may include hymns written 500 years ago as well as
pieces written 5 months ago.
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In preparation for worship we ask that you silence your cell phones and/or
paging devices. Thank you. The time before service begins can be a good time to
pray and prepare your heart and mind for worship. You will find helpful
prayers on the inside cover of the hymnal located in the pew in front of you.

Divine Service, Setting One
(Lutheran Service Book, pg. 151)

Preservice Music / Bells / Welcome
Opening Hymn, LSB 349, “Hark the Glad Sound”
1

Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes,
The Savior promised long;
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne
And ev’ry voice a song.

2

He comes the pris’ners to release,
In Satan’s bondage held.
The gates of brass before Him burst,
The iron fetters yield.

3

He comes the broken heart to bind,
The bleeding soul to cure,
And with the treasures of His grace
To enrich the humble poor.

4

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
Thy welcome shall proclaim,
And heav’n’s eternal arches ring
With Thy belovèd name.

Please stand

Invocation
P
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C
Amen.
(Matthew 28:19b; [18:20])
Confession and Absolution
(1 John 1:8-9)
P
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.
C
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P
C

P

C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
(John 20:19-23)
Amen.
+ Service of the Word +

Introit of the Day
(Psalm 19:1, 4c, 5-6; antiphon: Isaiah 45:8a, b)
Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down
righteousness;
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may bear
fruit.
The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his
handiwork.
In them he has set a tent for the sun,
which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber,
and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy.
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of
them,
and there is nothing hidden from its heat.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down
righteousness;
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may bear
fruit.
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Lighting of Advent Candle, “We Light the Advent Candle” (v. 1-4)
Text: © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110001526

1

We light the Advent candle
And wait for Christ to come.
With hope, we trust the promise
That He will bring us home.
Our hope is in our Savior
Who wins for us God’s favor.
We wait with growing light
Till God makes all things right!

2

We light the Advent candle
And thank the Lord for rest.
With peace, we know our Jesus
Has come to be our guest.
This peace beyond all knowing
Within our hearts is glowing.
We wait with growing light
Till God makes all things right!

3

We light the Advent candle
And sing with cheerful heart.
With joy, we spread the message—
A blessing to impart.
Our joy is never ending;
The Son to us is sending.
We wait with growing light
Till God makes all things right!

4

We light the Advent candle
And share the wondrous Word.
With love, we tell of Jesus
Till all around have heard.
God’s love is for each nation
Throughout His whole creation.
We wait with growing light
Till God makes all things right!

Collect of the Day
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
Let us pray.

(2 Timothy 4:22)
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All:

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your
might, that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly
lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated

Old Testament Reading, 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
1

Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from all
his surrounding enemies, 2the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell
in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3And Nathan said to the
king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.” 4But that same
night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 5“Go and tell my servant David,
‘Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? 6I have not lived
in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day,
but I have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. 7In all places where I
have moved with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the
judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying,
“Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’ 8Now, therefore, thus you shall
say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the
pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people
Israel. 9And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your
enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name
of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel
and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed
no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the
time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest from
all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make
you a house.... 16And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever
before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’”

L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading, Romans 16:25-27
25

Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was
kept secret for long ages 26but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic
writings has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the
eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27to the only wise God be
glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.

L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Please stand

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel, Luke 1:26-38
P
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 1st chapter.

26

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and
said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly
troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be.
30
And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor
with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the
Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David,
33
and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there
will be no end.” 34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a
virgin?” 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be
born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth
in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who
was called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And Mary said,
“Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.”
And the angel departed from her.

P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Please be seated

Children’s Christmas Service Video
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Children’s Message
Hymn of the Day, LSB 383, “A Great and Mighty Wonder”
1

A great and mighty wonder,
A full and holy cure:
The virgin bears the infant
With virgin honor pure! Refrain

Refrain: Proclaim the Savior’s birth:
“To God on high be glory
And peace to all the earth!”
2

The Word becomes incarnate
And yet remains on high,
And cherubim sing anthems
To shepherds from the sky. Refrain

3

While thus they sing your Monarch,
Those bright angelic bands,
Rejoice, O vales and mountains,
And oceans, clap your hands. Refrain

4

Since all He comes to ransom,
By all be He adored,
The infant born in Bethl’em,
The Savior and the Lord. Refrain

5

All idols then shall perish
And Satan’s lying cease,
And Christ shall raise His scepter,
Decreeing endless peace. Refrain

Sermon, Luke 1:34-35, “Two Natures, One Christ!”
Please stand

Apostles’ Creed
All:
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
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hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayer of the Church
(1 Timothy 2:1-4)
P
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for
all people according to their needs.
P
(Special petitions…) Lord, in Your mercy,
C
hear our prayer.
P
Into Your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.
C
Amen.
Offering (You can place your offering in the plate in the narthex or mail it to
the church anytime.)

+ Service of the Sacrament +
In this Supper of our Lord we receive the true body and blood of Jesus Christ
under the earthly forms of bread and wine for the forgiveness of our sins and the
strengthening of our faith. Since this Holy Communion is also a sign of how we
commonly confess the Christian faith, we welcome to the Lord’s Table those
who are confirmed members of congregations of The Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod.

Preface
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
Lift up your hearts.
C
We lift them to the Lord.
P
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(2 Timothy 4:22)
(Colossians 3:1)
(Psalm 136)

Proper Preface
P
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John
the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the
very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and
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calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the
wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:
Sanctus

(Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9)

(Hosanna is a Hebrew word of praise meaning “save us now.”)

The Lord’s Prayer
(Matthew 6:9-13)
All:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
Words of Our Lord (Matt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1 Cor
11:23-25)

Pax Domini
P
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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(John 20:19)

Agnus Dei

(John 1:29)

Please be seated

Distribution Hymns
LSB 376, “Once in Royal David’s City”
1

Once in royal David’s city
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for His bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

2

He came down to earth from heaven,
Who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable,
And His cradle was a stall;
With the poor and mean and lowly
Lived on earth our Savior holy.

3

For He is our childhood’s pattern,
Day by day like us He grew;
He was little, weak, and helpless,
Tears and smiles like us He knew;
And He feels for all our sadness,
And He shares in all our gladness.
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4

And our eyes at last shall see Him,
Through His own redeeming love;
For that child so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in heav’n above;
And He leads His children on
To the place where He is gone.

5

Not in that poor, lowly stable
With the oxen standing by
Shall we see Him, but in heaven,
Set at God’s right hand on high.
Then like stars His children, crowned,
All in white, His praise will sound!

LSB 631, “Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face”
1

Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face;
Here would I touch and handle things unseen;
Here grasp with firmer hand the_eternal grace,
And all my weariness upon Thee lean.

2

Here would I feed upon the bread of God,
Here drink with Thee the royal wine of heav’n;
Here would I lay aside each earthly load,
Here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiv’n.

3

This is the hour of banquet and of song;
This is the heav’nly table spread for me;
Here let me feast and, feasting, still prolong
The brief bright hour of fellowship with Thee.

4

I have no help but Thine; nor do I need
Another arm but Thine to lean upon.
It is enough, my Lord, enough indeed;
My strength is in Thy might, Thy might alone.

5

Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness;
Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood;
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace:
Thy blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord my God.
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6

Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear;
The feast, though not the love, is past and gone;
The bread and wine remove, but Thou art here;
Nearer than ever; still my shield and sun.

7

Feast after feast thus comes and passes by,
Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above,
Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy,
The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love.

Please stand

Dismissal
P
Now may this… Go in peace.
C
Amen.
Post-Communion Canticle

Post-Communion Collect
P
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward
You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Benediction
(Numbers 6:24-26)
P
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Closing Hymn, LSB 924, “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”
1

Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing,
Fill our hearts with joy and peace;
Let us each, Your love possessing,
Triumph in redeeming grace.
O refresh us; O refresh us,
Trav’ling through this wilderness.

2

Thanks we give and adoration
For Your Gospel’s joyful sound.
May the fruits of Your salvation
In our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, ever faithful
To Your truth may we be found.

3

Savior, when Your love shall call us
From our struggling pilgrim way,
Let not fear of death appall us,
Glad Your summons to obey.
May we ever, may we ever
Reign with You in endless day.

Bells / Postlude
We invite you to take the service folder and announcements home with you as
you leave today so you can see what's happening this week as well as meditate
on the Scriptures, prayers, and hymns from today's service as you go through
the week. You can also find helpful information on our church website:
immanuelwaterloo.org.
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Worship Helpers
Saturday, December 19, 2020 - 5:30 pm
Preacher/Celebrant - Rev. Dr. Tony Troup
Pianist - Ron Jones
Media - Kelley Keller
Server - Chuck Keller
Sunday, December 20, 2020 - 7:45 am
Preacher - Rev. Dr. Tony Troup
Liturgist/Celebrant - Rev. Merritt Demski
Music Director - Ann Frank
Media - Cathy Whelan
Sunday, December 20, 2020 - 10:15 am
Preacher - Rev. Dr. Tony Troup
Liturgist/Celebrant - Rev. Merritt Demski
Music Director - Ann Frank
Media - Tim Scheibe (Facebook Live)
Worship Helpers – Christmas Eve, December 24, 2020
Ushers - (1:00 pm) Team 2, (4:00 pm) Team 11, (7:30 pm) Team 10, (11:00 pm) Rodney
Clamors & Aaron Thompson
Servers - (1:00 pm) Dean Harbison, (11:00 pm) Greg Wiegand
Media - (1:00 pm) Cathy Whelan, (4:00 pm) Pam Nagel (Facebook Live), (7:30 pm) Tim
Scheibe, (11:00 pm) Lisa Clamors
Altar Guild - (1:00 pm) Dinah Pflasterer, (4:00 pm) Linda Gutknecht, (7:30 pm) Linda
Gutknecht, (11:00 pm) Pastor Demski
Worship Helpers – Christmas Day, December 25, 2020 – 9:00 am
Ushers - Team 6
Server - Chuck Keller
Media - Dave Powell (Facebook Live)
Altar Guild - Barbara Altes & Deb Bergman
Media - Sunday, December 27, 2020
Altar Guild - Sunday, December 27, 2020
Saturday 5:30 pm - Lisa Clamors
Saturday 5:30 pm - Diana Heins
Sunday 7:45 am - Greg Hoeffken
Sunday 7:45 am - Sandy T & Wendy
Sunday 10:15 am - Tim Scheibe
Sunday 10:15 am - Janet Goessling

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL – WATERLOO, ILLINOIS
LUTHERAN CHURCH – MISSOURI SYNOD
immanuelwaterloo.org
e-mail: immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com
Rev. Merritt Demski, Administrative Pastor
Rev. Dr. Tony Troup, Associate Pastor
Hayden Brown, 2nd Year Field Education Student
Mrs. Lisa Clamors, Secretary
Mrs. Ann Frank, Music Director
Mrs. Linda Polansky, Preschool Director
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939-6480 or 847-254-9666
939-6480 or 618-340-8375
309-231-2183
939-6480 or 618-719-4954
939-6480 or 618-282-6597
939-6480 or 618-980-3475

Shut-in & Homebound Members
During this Advent & Christmas time, the Board of Social Ministry is
asking for the congregation’s help by sending “thinking of you” cards
to our shut-in & homebound members. See the list below. Thank
you!

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP

Brown, Phyllis

623 Hamacher Dr.

Waterloo, IL 62298

Chitty, Donna

5326 Konarcik Road

Waterloo, IL 62298

Clamors, Helen

6703 Susewind Lane

Waterloo, IL 62298

Downs, Earl

106 East Front St.

Waterloo, IL 62298

Fuller, Bernice

406 S Market St.

Waterloo, IL 62298

Hitzemann, Judy

611 Morrison Ave.

Waterloo, IL 62298

Jacobs, Alvera

623 Hamacher Dr.

Waterloo, IL 62298

Jarvis, Bev

526 Legacy Dr., Apt. 31

Waterloo, IL 62298

Koch, Perry

411 Laurel Drive

Waterloo, IL 62298

Menke, Millie

1052 Country Club Lane

Waterloo, IL 62298

Mesnarich, Iva

501 S. Market

Waterloo, IL 62298

Miller, Shirley

RBNH, 350 W S 1st St.

Red Bud, IL 62278

Moore, Don & Sandy

7 Ruby Street

Cahokia, IL 62206

Muench, Ruby

623 Hamacher Dr., Apt. 210 Waterloo, IL 62298

Myrick, Imogene

6409 S. Ronnie Drive

Waterloo, IL 62298

Netzeband, Jack & Kathy 624 Hartman Lane

Waterloo, IL 62298

Prigge, Arnold & Jackie

835 Circle Drive

Red Bud, IL 62278

Stellhorn, Wilma

RBNH, 350 W S 1st St.

Red Bud, IL 62278

Verseman, Harold

735 Columbia Ave, Apt. 32

Waterloo, IL 62298

Wiese, Dave

735 Columbia Ave, Apt. 10

Waterloo, IL 62298
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