IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS

Midweek Advent Service 3

Wednesday, December 16, 2020 – 6:30 pm

“Making more and stronger disciples of Jesus Christ
through the power of the Holy Spirit.”

Welcome to Immanuel!
Please turn off your cell phones and/or paging devices. Thank you!
If you are a guest, please fill out a visitor’s card located in the cardholder on the
back of each pew. During the offering, place this card in the offering plate. As
you leave, please introduce yourself to the pastors.
Members, please help us love and care for one another by filling out one of our
attendance cards. Remember to include all the members of your family who are
present in worship today. Thank you for filling out an Attendance card every time
you attend Church—it helps us keep good records.

PRESERVICE MUSIC / BELLS / WELCOME

EVENING PRAYER
Hymnal Supplement ’98, pg. 17
Please stand

SERVICE OF LIGHT
P:
The Spirit and the Church cry out:
C:
Come, Lord Jesus.
P:
All those who await His appearance pray:
C:
Come, Lord Jesus.
P:
The whole creation pleads:
C:
Come, Lord Jesus.
HYMN

1

P:
C:
P:

C:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led
Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire
by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may
His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are
merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your
creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

PSALMODY [Psalm 16]
1
P:
Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 2I say to the LORD,
“You are my Lord; I have no good apart from you.” 3As for the
saints in the land, they are the excellent ones, in whom is all my
delight. 4The sorrows of those who run after another god shall
multiply; their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out or take
their names on my lips. 5The LORD is my chosen portion and my
cup; you hold my lot. 6The lines have fallen for me in pleasant
places; indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance. 7I bless the LORD
who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me. 8I
have set the LORD always before me; because he is at my right
hand, I shall not be shaken. 9Therefore my heart is glad, and my
whole being rejoices; my flesh also dwells secure. 10For you will
not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one see corruption.
11
You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there
is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
All:
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Please be seated

HYMN, LSB 342, “What Hope! An Eden Prophesied”
Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001526

1

What hope! An Eden prophesied
Where tame live with the wild;
The lamb and lion side by side,
Led by a little child!

2

A shoot will sprout from Jesse’s stem,
A branch from David’s line,
A Prince of Peace in Bethlehem:
The fruit of God’s design.
2

3

As banner of God’s love unfurled,
Christ came to suffer loss,
That by His death a dying world
Would rally to the cross.

4

Come, Jesus, come, Messiah Lord,
Lost Paradise restore;
Lead past the angel’s flaming sword—
Come, open heaven’s door.

FIRST READING, Matthew 3:13-17
13

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him.
John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do
you come to me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting
for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus was
baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were
opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming
to rest on him; 17and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son,
with whom I am well pleased.”
14

After the reading:

L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING, Romans 6:1-11
1

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By
no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all
of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We
were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness
of life. 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly
be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was
crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so
that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set
free from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live
with him. 9We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again;
death no longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he died he died to sin,
once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
After the reading:

L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

3

Please stand

MAGNIFICAT
Text (sts. 1–2): © 1991 Stephen P. Starke Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, number 100010322. Tune: Public
domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

LITANY

L:

C:

4

L:
C:
L:
C:
L:
C:
L:
C:
L:

C:
L:
C:
L:

C:
L:
C:
L:
C:
L:
C:
L:

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church
of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For Merritt and Tony, our pastors in Christ, for all the servants of
the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For our public servants, for the government and those who protect
us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection
in this and every place let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people
here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth,
and for peaceful times let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need let
us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ let us
give thanks to the Lord.
Alleluia.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Silence for meditation.

L:
C:
L:

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend
ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord.
To You, O Lord.
O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and
all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the
world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
5

C:
L:
All:

commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear of
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the merits
of Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, God forever.
Amen.
Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

Please be seated
OFFERING (You can place your offering in the plate in the narthex or mail it
to the church anytime.)

HYMN, LSB 337, “The Night Will Soon Be Ending”
Text: © 1998 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001526

1

The night will soon be ending;
The dawn cannot be far.
Let songs of praise ascending
Now greet the Morning Star!
All you whom darkness frightens
With guilt or grief or pain,
God’s radiant Star now brightens
And bids you sing again.

2

The One whom angels tended
Comes near, a child, to serve;
Thus God, the judge offended,
Bears all our sins deserve.
The guilty need not cower,
For God has reconciled
Through His redemptive power
All those who trust this child.

3

The earth in sure rotation
Will soon bring morning bright,
So run where God’s salvation
Glows in a stable’s light.
6

As old as sin’s perversion
Is mercy’s vast design:
God brings a new creation—
This child its seal and sign.
4

Yet nights will bring their sadness
And rob our hearts of peace,
And sin in all its madness
Around us may increase.
But now one Star is beaming
Whose rays have pierced the night:
God comes for our redeeming
From sin’s oppressive might.

5

God dwells with us in darkness
And makes the night as day;
Yet we resist the brightness
And turn from God away.
But grace does not forsake us,
However far we run.
God claims us still as children
Through Mary’s infant Son.

SERMON, Matthew 3:13-17, “Jesus, the Life of Jesse’s Tree”
Please stand

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER
L:
Let us pray.
C:
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your
dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I
pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done
wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands
I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your
holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power
over me. Amen.
BLESSING
L:
The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the + Son, and the
Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
C:
Amen.

7

CLOSING HYMN, LSB 349, “Hark the Glad Sound”
1

Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes,
The Savior promised long;
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne
And ev’ry voice a song.

2

He comes the pris’ners to release,
In Satan’s bondage held.
The gates of brass before Him burst,
The iron fetters yield.

3

He comes the broken heart to bind,
The bleeding soul to cure,
And with the treasures of His grace
To enrich the humble poor.

4

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
Thy welcome shall proclaim,
And heav’n’s eternal arches ring
With Thy belovèd name.

BELLS / POSTLUDE

WORSHIP HELPERS
PREACHER – Rev. Merritt Demski
LITURGIST – Rev. Dr. Tony Troup
MUSIC DIRECTOR – Mrs. Ann Frank
MEDIA TEAM – Pam Nagel (Facebook Live)

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL – WATERLOO, ILLINOIS
LUTHERAN CHURCH – MISSOURI SYNOD
immanuelwaterloo.org
e-mail: immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com
Rev. Merritt Demski, Administrative Pastor
Rev. Dr. Tony Troup, Associate Pastor
Hayden Brown, 2nd Year Field Education Student
Mrs. Lisa Clamors, Secretary
Mrs. Ann Frank, Music Director
Mrs. Linda Polansky, Preschool Director
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939-6480 or 847-254-9666
939-6480 or 618-340-8375
309-231-2183
939-6480 or 618-719-4954
939-6480 or 618-282-6597
939-6480 or 618-980-3475

Shut-in & Homebound Members
During this Advent & Christmas time, the Board of Social
Ministry is asking for the congregation’s help by sending
“thinking of you” cards to our shut-in & homebound
members. See the list below. Thank you!

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP

Brown, Phyllis

623 Hamacher Dr.

Waterloo, IL 62298

Chitty, Donna

5326 Konarcik Road

Waterloo, IL 62298

Clamors, Helen

6703 Susewind Lane

Waterloo, IL 62298

Downs, Earl

106 East Front St.

Waterloo, IL 62298

Fuller, Bernice

406 S Market St.

Waterloo, IL 62298

Hitzemann, Judy

611 Morrison Ave.

Waterloo, IL 62298

Jacobs, Alvera

623 Hamacher Dr.

Waterloo, IL 62298

Jarvis, Bev

526 Legacy Dr., Apt. 31

Waterloo, IL 62298

Koch, Perry

411 Laurel Drive

Waterloo, IL 62298

Menke, Millie

1052 Country Club Lane

Waterloo, IL 62298

Mesnarich, Iva

501 S. Market

Waterloo, IL 62298

Miller, Shirley

RBNH, 350 W S 1st St.

Red Bud, IL 62278

Moore, Don & Sandy

7 Ruby Street

Cahokia, IL 62206

Muench, Ruby

623 Hamacher Dr., Apt. 210 Waterloo, IL 62298

Myrick, Imogene

6409 S. Ronnie Drive

Waterloo, IL 62298

Netzeband, Jack & Kathy 624 Hartman Lane

Waterloo, IL 62298

Prigge, Arnold & Jackie

835 Circle Drive

Red Bud, IL 62278

Stellhorn, Wilma

RBNH, 350 W S 1st St.

Red Bud, IL 62278

Verseman, Harold

735 Columbia Ave, Apt. 32

Waterloo, IL 62298

Wiese, Dave

735 Columbia Ave, Apt. 10

Waterloo, IL 62298
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