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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
 

 
First Sunday in Advent 

 

 

 
Saturday, November 28, 2020 – 5:30 pm 

Sunday, November 29, 2020 – 7:45 am & 10:15 am 

 
“Making more and stronger disciples of Jesus Christ 

through the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
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Welcome to Immanuel! 

Please turn off your cell phones and/or paging devices. Thank you! 

 

If you are a guest, please fill out a guests' card located in the cardholder on the 

back of each pew and then place it in the offering plate. We look forward to 

meeting you! 

 

Members, please help us love and care for one another by filling out an 

attendance card. Remember to include all the members of your family who are 

present in worship today. If you are communing, please check in the appropriate 

place. Thank you for filling out an Attendance-Communion card every time you 

attend Church. 

 

We celebrate Holy Communion today! In this Supper of our Lord we receive 

the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the earthly forms of 

bread and wine for the forgiveness of our sins and the strengthening of our faith. 

This Holy Communion is also a sign of our shared confession of the Christian 

faith. If you have not communed with us before, please speak with one of our 

pastors before doing so. 

 

During the communion service: If you’re not able to drink wine, the lighter 

colored glasses in the center of the tray of individual cups contain water with a 

drop of wine. These special glasses allow communicants to celebrate the Lord’s 

Supper according to Christ’s institution, but have a very small amount of 

alcohol. 

Worship at lmmanuel is... 

Christ Centered. We believe that at the heart of worship is the Good News that 

God has rescued us from our sins through Jesus' death on the cross and rising to 

life again. 

 

Trinitarian. We believe that the object of worship is the only true God—The 

Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

Multigenerational. We believe that it is a great blessing for family members to 

worship together. Taking seriously Jesus' words, “Let the little children come to 

me and so not forbid them” (Mark 10:14), we encourage children to worship 

with their parents and grandparents and provide resources such as children's 

bulletins and children's sermons. 

 

Eclectic. Eclectic means, “selecting what seems best of various sources.” We 

believe that we should strive to use the best hymns and practices that the church 

has to offer.  Our worship may include hymns written 500 years ago as well as 

pieces written 5 months ago. 
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In preparation for worship we ask that you silence your cell phones and/or 

paging devices. Thank you. The time before service begins can be a good time to 

pray and prepare your heart and mind for worship.  You will find helpful 

prayers on the inside cover of the hymnal located in the pew in front of you. 

 

Preservice Music / Bells / Welcome 

 

Opening Hymn, LSB 727, “On Eagles’ Wings” 
Text: © OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001526 

 

1 You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, 

Who abide in His shadow for life, 

Say to the Lord: “My refuge, 

My rock in whom I trust!” Refrain 

 

Refrain: And He will raise you up on eagles’ wings, 

Bear you on the breath of dawn, 

Make you to shine like the sun, 

And hold you in the palm of His hand. 

 

2 The snare of the fowler will never capture you, 

And famine will bring you no fear; 

Under His wings your refuge, 

His faithfulness your shield. Refrain 

 

3 You need not fear the terror of the night, 

Nor the arrow that flies by day; 

Though thousands fall about you, 

Near you it shall not come. Refrain 

 

4 For to His angels He’s given a command 

To guard you in all of your ways; 

Upon their hands they will bear you up, 

Lest you dash your foot against a stone. Refrain 

 
Please stand 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.     (Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]) 
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Confession and Absolution           (1 John 1:8; John 3:16; Matthew 5:16) 

P As we begin a new Church Year, let us put behind us everything 

in the past that would disqualify us from a new life, and 

remembering our Baptism, we boldly petition our Savior Jesus 

Christ, seeking for our entry into His presence and His plan and 

future for us, saying, stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, 

C that by Your protection we may be rescued from the 

threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 

deliverance. 

P What are those threatening perils? I now ask you before God, 

who searches the heart, do you confess that you have sinned 

against God and deserved His wrath and punishment? 

C I do confess. 

P So you should confess as Holy Scripture says, “If we say we 

have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” 

 Do you also repent of all your sins committed in thought, word, 

and deed? 

C I do repent. 

P So you should repent as did King David, who prayed for a 

contrite heart; Peter, who wept bitterly; the sinful woman; the 

prodigal son; and others. 

 Do you believe that God, by grace, for Jesus’ sake, will forgive 

you all your sins? 

C I do believe. 

P So you should believe as Holy Scripture declares, “God so loved 

the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have eternal life.” 

 With the aid of the Holy Spirit will you strive to amend your 

sinful life? 

C I will with the help of God. 

P So you should promise for Christ the Lord says, “Let your light 

shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 

give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” 

 Finally, do you believe that through me, a called servant of God, 

you will receive the forgiveness of all your sins? 

C I do believe. 

P As you believe, even so may it be to you. Upon this, your 

confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 
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forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, 

C that by Your protection we may be rescued from the 

threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 

deliverance.  Amen. 

 

Lighting of Advent Candle, “We Light the Advent Candle” (v. 1) 
Text: © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110001526 

 

1 We light the Advent candle 

And wait for Christ to come. 

With hope, we trust the promise 

That He will bring us home. 

Our hope is in our Savior 

Who wins for us God’s favor. 

We wait with growing light 

Till God makes all things right! 

 Service of the Word  

Introit of the Day          (Psalm 25:1-3; antiphon: Zechariah 9:9b, alt.) 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 

     righteous and having salvation. 

To you, O LORD, 

     I lift up my soul. 

O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame; 

     let not my enemies exult over me. 

Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 

     they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

     and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

     is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 

     righteous and having salvation. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you!     (2 Timothy 4:22) 

C And also with you! 

P Let us pray… 
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C Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your 

protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils of 

our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

Old Testament Reading, Isaiah 64:1-9 
1Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might 

quake at your presence—2as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes 

water to boil—to make your name known to your adversaries, and that the 

nations might tremble at your presence! 3When you did awesome things that we 

did not look for, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 4From 

of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God besides 

you, who acts for those who wait for him. 5You meet him who joyfully works 

righteousness, those who remember you in your ways. Behold, you were angry, 

and we sinned; in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved? 
6We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are 

like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, 

take us away. 7There is no one who calls upon your name, who rouses himself to 

take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have made us melt 

in the hand of our iniquities. 8But now, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the 

clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. 9Be not so terribly 

angry, O LORD, and remember not iniquity forever. Behold, please look, we are 

all your people. 
 

After the reading: 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle, 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4I give 

thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given 

you in Christ Jesus, 5that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech 

and all knowledge—6even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among 

you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the 

revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in 

the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, by whom you were called into 

the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

After the reading: 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand 

Holy Gospel, Mark 13:24-37 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 13th chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

24[Jesus said:] “In those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and 

the moon will not give its light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and 

the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26And then they will see the Son of 

Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27And then he will send out 

the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to 

the ends of heaven. 28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch 

becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, 

when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very 

gates. 30Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these 

things take place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 

away. 32“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the 

angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Be on guard, keep awake. 

For you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a 

journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his 

work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. 35Therefore stay awake—

for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or 

at midnight, or when the cock crows, or in the morning— 36lest he come 

suddenly and find you asleep. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.” 
 

After the reading: 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 

  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 

Children’s Message 



7 

 

 

Hymn of the Day, LSB 809, “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

 

1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

    There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 

Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not; 

    As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. Refrain 

 

    Refrain: Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 

    Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 

    Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

    Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

    To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain 

 

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

    Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

    Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 

 

Sermon 

 
Please stand 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for 

all people according to their needs. 

 Almighty God, our Father, we give You thanks that You bring us 

once again into a new Church Year whereby we confess and 

proclaim Your great love for the world in the sending of Your 

only-begotten Son as the Child of the Virgin Mary, the Lamb 

proclaimed by John the Baptist, the teacher of the holy apostles, 

the sacrifice for the sins of the world on the cross, and the risen 

Savior of all, who will come again in glory on the Last Day. 

Lord, keep us in this confession and faith, and bless its 

proclamation throughout the world. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Supply Your whole Church on earth with faithful pastors and 

laborers who will continually feed and lead Your people, rightly 

proclaiming Your Word, administering Your Holy Sacraments, 
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and caring for all in their charge. Guard and bless our Synod 

President and our District President. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P That we may live in peace and safety, we ask You to continually 

bless those in the authority of government, the President and 

Congress of the United States, the governor and legislature of 

this state/commonwealth, and all those who make, administer, 

and judge our laws. Grant that they rule according to Your good 

pleasure by Your grace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Comfort, O Lord, all who are in trouble, danger, or illness, 

[especially...]. Grant healing, peace, and courage for all bearing 

their crosses to Your praise and honor. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P (Special petitions…) Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P As Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, came down to us at 

Christmas and now comes to us by Your Spirit in Your Word, 

we pray for His final coming to deliver us all in the great day of 

the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 

Even so, come, Lord Jesus. Into Your hands, O Lord, we 

commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Offering (You can place your offering in the plate in the narthex or mail it to 

the church anytime.) 

 Service of the Sacrament  
In this Supper of our Lord we receive the true body and blood of Jesus Christ 

under the earthly forms of bread and wine for the forgiveness of our sins and the 

strengthening of our faith. Since this Holy Communion is also a sign of how we 

commonly confess the Christian faith, we welcome to the Lord’s Table those 

who are confirmed members of congregations of The Lutheran Church-Missouri 

Synod. 

 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you.     (2 Timothy 4:22) 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts.      (Colossians 3:1) 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                        (Psalm 136) 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John 

the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the 

very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and 

calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the 

wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore 

with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and saying: 

 
Sanctus       (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9) 
C Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might: heaven and 

earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in 

the Highest. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord. Hosanna in the Highest. (Hosanna is a Hebrew word of 

praise meaning “save us now.”) 

 
The Lord’s Prayer      (Matthew 6:9-13) 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever.  Amen. 

 

Words of Our Lord (Matt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1 Cor 

11:23-25) 

 

The Peace of the Lord 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.        (John 20:19) 

C Amen. 
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Please be seated 

Distribution Hymns 
 

LSB 575, “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” 

 

1 My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 

No merit of my own I claim 

But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. Refrain 

 

Refrain: On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

All other ground is sinking sand. 

 

2 When darkness veils His lovely face, 

I rest on His unchanging grace; 

In ev’ry high and stormy gale 

My anchor holds within the veil. Refrain 

 

3 His oath, His covenant and blood 

Support me in the raging flood; 

When ev’ry earthly prop gives way, 

He then is all my hope and stay. Refrain 

 

4 When He shall come with trumpet sound, 

Oh, may I then in Him be found, 

Clothed in His righteousness alone, 

Redeemed to stand before His throne! Refrain 

 

LSB 817, “Earth and All Stars” 
Text: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001526 

 

1 Earth and all stars! 

    Loud rushing planets! 

Sing to the Lord a new song! 

    Oh, victory! 

    Loud shouting army! 

Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain 

 

Refrain: He has done marvelous things. 

I too will praise Him with a new song! 
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2 Hail, wind, and rain! 

    Loud blowing snowstorm! 

Sing to the Lord a new song! 

    Flowers and trees! 

    Loud rustling dry leaves! 

Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain 

 

3 Trumpet and pipes! 

    Loud clashing cymbals! 

Sing to the Lord a new song! 

    Harp, lute, and lyre! 

    Loud humming cellos! 

Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain 

 

4 Engines and steel! 

    Loud pounding hammers! 

Sing to the Lord a new song! 

    Limestone and beams! 

    Loud building workers! 

Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain 

 

5 Classrooms and labs! 

    Loud boiling test tubes! 

Sing to the Lord a new song! 

    Athlete and band! 

    Loud cheering people! 

Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain 

 

6 Knowledge and truth! 

    Loud sounding wisdom! 

Sing to the Lord a new song! 

    Daughter and son! 

    Loud praying members! 

Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain 

 

7 Children of God, 

    Dying and rising, 

Sing to the Lord a new song! 

    Heaven and earth, 

    Hosts everlasting, 

Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain 



12 

 

 

Please stand 

Dismissal 

P Now…Go in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Post-Communion Thanksgiving 

P Let us pray. 

 Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a 

foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s 

body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our 

days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, 

together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the 

Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you.             (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord lift up His countenance on you and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn, LSB 922, “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” 
Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001526 

 

1 Go, My children, with My blessing, 

        Never alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you; 

        You are My own. 

    In My love’s baptismal river 

    I have made you Mine forever. 

Go, My children, with My blessing— 

        You are My own. 

 

2 Go, My children, sins forgiven, 

        At peace and pure. 

Here you learned how much I love you, 

        What I can cure. 

    Here you heard My dear Son’s story; 

    Here you touched Him, saw His glory. 
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Go, My children, sins forgiven, 

        At peace and pure. 

 

3 Go, My children, fed and nourished, 

        Closer to Me; 

Grow in love and love by serving, 

        Joyful and free. 

    Here My Spirit’s power filled you; 

    Here His tender comfort stilled you. 

Go, My children, fed and nourished, 

        Joyful and free. 

 

4 I the Lord will bless and keep you 

        And give you peace; 

I the Lord will smile upon you 

        And give you peace: 

    I the Lord will be your Father, 

    Savior, Comforter, and Brother. 

Go, My children; I will keep you 

        And give you peace. 

 

Bells / Postlude 
 

We invite you to take the service folder and announcements home with you as 

you leave today so you can see what's happening this week as well as meditate 

on the Scriptures, prayers, and hymns from today's service as you go through 

the week.  You can also find helpful information on our church website: 

immanuelwaterloo.org. 
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Worship Helpers 

 
Saturday, November 28, 2020 - 5:30 pm  
Preacher/Celebrant - Rev. Merritt Demski Pianist - Ron Jones 
Media - Pam Nagel  
Sunday, November 29, 2020 - 7:45 am  
Preacher/Liturgist/Celebrant - Rev. Merritt Demski  
Music Director - Ann Frank Media - Kelley Keller 
Sunday, November 29, 2020 - 10:15 am  
Preacher/Liturgist/Celebrant - Rev. Merritt Demski  
Music Director - Ann Frank Media - Tim Scheibe (Facebook Live) 
Worship Helpers - Wednesday, December 2, 2020 - 6:30 pm  
Media - Greg Hoeffken (Facebook Live)  
Media - Sunday, December 6, 2020 Altar Guild - Sunday, December 6, 2020 
Saturday 5:30 pm - Lisa Clamors Saturday 5:30 pm - Diana Heins 
Sunday 7:45 am - Cathy Whelan Sunday 7:45 am - Sandy T & Wendy 
Sunday 10:15 am - Pam Nagel Sunday 10:15 am - Linda Gutknecht 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL – WATERLOO, ILLINOIS 
LUTHERAN CHURCH – MISSOURI SYNOD 

immanuelwaterloo.org e-mail:  immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com 
 
Rev. Merritt Demski, Administrative Pastor       939-6480 or 847-254-9666 
Rev. Dr. Tony Troup, Associate Pastor           939-6480 or 618-340-8375 
Hayden Brown, 2nd Year Field Education Student            309-231-2183 
Mrs. Lisa Clamors, Secretary         939-6480 or 618-719-4954 
Mrs. Ann Frank, Music Director        939-6480 or 618-282-6597 
Mrs. Linda Polansky, Preschool Director             939-6480 or 618-980-3475 
 

immanuelwaterloo.org
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