IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS

Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost

Saturday, November 14, 2020 – 5:30 pm
Sunday, November 15, 2020 – 7:45 am & 10:15 am

“Making more and stronger disciples of Jesus Christ
through the power of the Holy Spirit.”
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Welcome to Immanuel!
Please turn off your cell phones and/or paging devices. Thank you!
If you are a guest, please fill out a guests' card located in the cardholder on the
back of each pew and then place it in the offering plate. We look forward to
meeting you!
Members, please help us love and care for one another by filling out an
attendance card. Remember to include all the members of your family who are
present in worship today. If you are communing, please check in the appropriate
place. Thank you for filling out an Attendance-Communion card every time you
attend Church.
We celebrate Holy Communion today! In this Supper of our Lord we receive
the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the earthly forms of
bread and wine for the forgiveness of our sins and the strengthening of our faith.
This Holy Communion is also a sign of our shared confession of the Christian
faith. If you have not communed with us before, please speak with one of our
pastors before doing so.
During the communion service: If you’re not able to drink wine, the lighter
colored glasses in the center of the tray of individual cups contain water with a
drop of wine. These special glasses allow communicants to celebrate the Lord’s
Supper according to Christ’s institution, but have a very small amount of
alcohol.

Worship at lmmanuel is...
Christ Centered. We believe that at the heart of worship is the Good News that
God has rescued us from our sins through Jesus' death on the cross and rising to
life again.
Trinitarian. We believe that the object of worship is the only true God—The
Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Multigenerational. We believe that it is a great blessing for family members to
worship together. Taking seriously Jesus' words, “Let the little children come to
me and so not forbid them” (Mark 10:14), we encourage children to worship
with their parents and grandparents and provide resources such as children's
bulletins and children's sermons.
Eclectic. Eclectic means, “selecting what seems best of various sources.” We
believe that we should strive to use the best hymns and practices that the church
has to offer. Our worship may include hymns written 500 years ago as well as
pieces written 5 months ago.
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In preparation for worship we ask that you silence your cell phones and/or
paging devices. Thank you. The time before service begins can be a good time to
pray and prepare your heart and mind for worship. You will find helpful
prayers on the inside cover of the hymnal located in the pew in front of you.

Divine Service, Setting One
(Lutheran Service Book, pg. 151)

Preservice Music / Bells / Welcome
Opening Hymn, LSB 733, “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”
1

O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home:

2

Under the shadow of Thy throne
Thy saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is Thine arm alone,
And our defense is sure.

3

Before the hills in order stood
Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting Thou art God,
To endless years the same.

4

A thousand ages in Thy sight
Are like an evening gone,
Short as the watch that ends the night
Before the rising sun.

5

Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Soon bears us all away;
We fly forgotten as a dream
Dies at the op’ning day.

6

O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while troubles last
And our eternal home!
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Please stand

Invocation
P
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C
Amen.
(Matthew 28:19b; [18:20])
Confession and Absolution
(1 John 1:8-9)
P
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.
C
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P
C

P

C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
(John 20:19-23)
Amen.
+ Service of the Word +

Introit of the Day
(Psalm 143:2, 5-6, 10-11; antiphon: v. 1)
Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy!
In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness!
Enter not into judgment with your servant,
for no one living is righteous before you.
I remember the days of old; I meditate on all that you have done;
I ponder the work of your hands.
I stretch out my hands to you;
my soul thirsts for you like a parched land.
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Teach me to do your will, for you are my God!
Let your good Spirit lead me on level ground!
For your name’s sake, O LORD, preserve my life!
In your righteousness bring my soul out of trouble!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy!
In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness!
Kyrie

4

This Is the Feast
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Collect of the Day
P
The Lord be with you.
(2 Timothy 4:22)
C
And also with you.
P
Let us pray.
All:
Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly
great and precious promises to those who trust in You.
Dispel from us the works of darkness and grant us to live in
the light of Your Son, Jesus Christ, that our faith may never
be found wanting; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated

Old Testament Reading, Zephaniah 1:7-16
7

Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is near; the LORD has
prepared a sacrifice and consecrated his guests. 8And on the day of the LORD’s
sacrifice—“I will punish the officials and the king’s sons and all who array
themselves in foreign attire. 9On that day I will punish everyone who leaps over
the threshold, and those who fill their master’s house with violence and fraud.
10
“On that day,” declares the LORD, “a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate, a
wail from the Second Quarter, a loud crash from the hills. 11Wail, O inhabitants
of the Mortar! For all the traders are no more; all who weigh out silver are cut
off. 12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the men
who are complacent, those who say in their hearts, ‘The LORD will not do good,
nor will he do ill.’ 13Their goods shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste.
Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant
vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.” 14The great day of the LORD is
near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter; the
mighty man cries aloud there. 15A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and
anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of
clouds and thick darkness, 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the
fortified cities and against the lofty battlements.
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
1

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have
anything written to you. 2For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the
Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3While people are saying, “There is
peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains
come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4But you are not in
darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5For you are all
children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness.
6
So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. 7For
those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night.
8
But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of
faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has not destined
us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died
for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him.
11
Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are
doing.
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand

Holy Gospel, Matthew 25:14-30
P
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25th chapter.

[Jesus said:] “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his
servants and entrusted to them his property. 15To one he gave five talents, to
another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away.
16
He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and
he made five talents more. 17So also he who had the two talents made two talents
more. 18But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and
hid his master’s money. 19Now after a long time the master of those servants
came and settled accounts with them. 20And he who had received the five talents
came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me
five talents; here I have made five talents more.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well
done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set
you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And he also who had the
two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here
14
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I have made two talents more.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and
faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much.
Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24He also who had received the one talent
came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you
did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25so I was afraid, and I
went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his
master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap
where I have not sowed and gather where I scattered no seed? 27Then you ought
to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have
received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him and give
it to him who has the ten talents. 29For to everyone who has will more be given,
and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has
will be taken away. 30And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In
that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”

P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Please be seated

Children’s Message
Hymn of the Day, LSB 663, “Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray”
1

Rise, my soul, to watch and pray;
From your sleep awaken!
Be not by the evil day
Unawares o’ertaken;
For the foe,
Well we know,
Is a harvest reaping
While the saints are sleeping.

2

Watch against the devil’s snares
Lest asleep he find you;
For indeed no pains he spares
To deceive and blind you.
Satan’s prey
Oft are they
Who secure are sleeping
And no watch are keeping.
8

3

Watch! Let not the wicked world
With its lies defeat you
Lest with bold deceptions hurled
It betray and cheat you.
Watch and see
Lest there be
Faithless friends to charm you,
Who but seek to harm you.

4

Watch against yourself, my soul,
Lest with grace you trifle;
Let not self your thoughts control
Nor God’s mercy stifle.
Pride and sin
Lurk within,
All your hopes to shatter;
Heed not when they flatter.

5

But while watching, also pray
To the Lord unceasing.
God protects you day by day,
Strength and faith increasing,
So that still
Mind and will
Shall unite to serve Him
And forever love Him.

Sermon, Matthew 25:14-30, “Know Your Master”
Please stand

Apostles’ Creed
All:
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayer of the Church
(1 Timothy 2:1-4)
P
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for
all people according to their needs.
P
(Special petitions…) Lord, in Your mercy,
C
hear our prayer.
P
Into Your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.
C
Amen.
Offering (You can place your offering in the plate in the narthex or mail it to
the church anytime.)

+ Service of the Sacrament +
In this Supper of our Lord we receive the true body and blood of Jesus Christ
under the earthly forms of bread and wine for the forgiveness of our sins and the
strengthening of our faith. Since this Holy Communion is also a sign of how we
commonly confess the Christian faith, we welcome to the Lord’s Table those
who are confirmed members of congregations of The Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod.

Preface
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
Lift up your hearts.
C
We lift them to the Lord.
P
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(2 Timothy 4:22)
(Colossians 3:1)
(Psalm 136)

Proper Preface
P
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day
overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Sanctus

(Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9)

(Hosanna is a Hebrew word of praise meaning “save us now.”)

The Lord’s Prayer
(Matthew 6:9-13)
All:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
Words of Our Lord (Matt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1 Cor
11:23-25)

Pax Domini
P
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Agnus Dei

(John 20:19)

(John 1:29)
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Please be seated

Distribution Hymns
LSB 508, “The Day Is Surely Drawing Near”
1

The day is surely drawing near
When Jesus, God’s anointed,
In all His power shall appear
As judge whom God appointed.
Then fright shall banish idle mirth,
And flames on flames shall ravage earth
As Scripture long has warned us.

2

The final trumpet then shall sound
And all the earth be shaken,
And all who rest beneath the ground
Shall from their sleep awaken.
But all who live will in that hour,
By God’s almighty, boundless pow’r,
Be changed at His commanding.

3

The books are opened then to all,
A record truly telling
What each has done, both great and small,
When he on earth was dwelling,
And ev’ry heart be clearly seen,
And all be known as they have been
In thoughts and words and actions.
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4

Then woe to those who scorned the Lord
And sought but carnal pleasures,
Who here despised His precious Word
And loved their earthly treasures!
With shame and trembling they will stand
And at the judge’s stern command
To Satan be delivered.

5

My Savior paid the debt I owe
And for my sin was smitten;
Within the Book of Life I know
My name has now been written.
I will not doubt, for I am free,
And Satan cannot threaten me;
There is no condemnation!

6

May Christ our intercessor be
And through His blood and merit
Read from His book that we are free
With all who life inherit.
Then we shall see Him face to face,
With all His saints in that blest place
Which He has purchased for us.

7

O Jesus Christ, do not delay,
But hasten our salvation;
We often tremble on our way
In fear and tribulation.
O hear and grant our fervent plea:
Come, mighty judge, and set us free
From death and ev’ry evil.

LSB 623, “Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray”
1

Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray
That we may feast on You today;
Beneath these forms of bread and wine
Enrich us with Your grace divine.
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2

Give us, who share this wondrous food,
Your body broken and Your blood,
The grateful peace of sins forgiv’n,
The certain joys of heirs of heav’n.

3

By faith Your Word has made us bold
To seize the gift of love retold;
All that You are we here receive,
And all we are to You we give.

4

One bread, one cup, one body, we,
Rejoicing in our unity,
Proclaim Your love until You come
To bring Your scattered loved ones home.

5

Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray:
O keep us steadfast till that day
When each will be Your welcomed guest
In heaven’s high and holy feast.

Please stand

Dismissal
P
Now may this… Go in peace.
C
Amen.
Post-Communion Canticle
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Post-Communion Collect
P
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward
You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benediction
(Numbers 6:24-26)
P
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Closing Hymn, LSB 660, “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”
1

Stand up, stand up for Jesus,
Ye soldiers of the cross.
Lift high His royal banner;
It must not suffer loss.
From vict’ry unto vict’ry
His army He shall lead
Till ev’ry foe is vanquished,
And Christ is Lord indeed.

2

Stand up, stand up for Jesus;
The trumpet call obey;
Stand forth in mighty conflict
In this His glorious day.
Let all His faithful serve Him
Against unnumbered foes;
Let courage rise with danger
And strength to strength oppose.
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3

Stand up, stand up for Jesus;
Stand in His strength alone.
The arm of flesh will fail you,
Ye dare not trust your own.
Put on the Gospel armor;
Each piece put on with prayer.
Where duty calls or danger,
Be never wanting there.

4

Stand up, stand up for Jesus;
The strife will not be long;
This day the din of battle,
The next the victor’s song.
The soldiers, overcoming,
Their crown of life shall see
And with the King of Glory
Shall reign eternally.

Bells / Postlude
We invite you to take the service folder and announcements home with you as
you leave today so you can see what's happening this week as well as meditate
on the Scriptures, prayers, and hymns from today's service as you go through
the week. You can also find helpful information on our church website:
immanuelwaterloo.org.
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Worship Helpers
Saturday, November 14, 2020 - 5:30 pm
Preacher/Celebrant - Rev. Merritt Demski
Organist - Joan Ruwald
Server - Rodney Clamors
Acolyte - Nicholas Hoeffken
Media - Cathy Whelan
Sunday, November 15, 2020 - 7:45 am
Preacher/Celebrant - Rev. Merritt Demski
Music Director - Ann Frank
Server - Hayden Brown
Lector - Sean Arians
Saxophone - Elden Niemeyer
Media - Pam Nagel
Ushers - Elden Niemeyer, Sharon Osterhage, Wayne Hargrave, Warren Frank
Sunday, November 15, 2020 - 10:15 am
Preacher/Celebrant - Rev. Merritt Demski
Media/Facebook Live - Tim Scheibe
Music Director - Ann Frank
Server - Dean Harbison
Acolytes - Danny & Zachary Bundenthal
Lector - Jen Janssen
Ushers - Larry Goessling, Cal Neeman, Dean Harbison
Saxophone - Elden Niemeyer
Trumpet - Jenna Hoeffken
Ushers - Sunday, November 22, 2020
7:45 am - Roy Unterseh, Jim Stueve, Ed Arras, Lilly Prather
10:15 am - Lee Eggemeyer, Adam Eggemeyer
Acolytes - Sunday, November 22, 2020
Lectors - Sunday, Nov 22, 2020
Saturday 5:30 pm - Sydney Kuergeleis
Saturday 5:30 pm - n/a
Sunday 7:45 am - R. Wilhelm & M. Prather
Sunday 7:45 am - Rodney Clamors
Sunday 10:15 am - Kyle Rusteberg & Leah Worley
Sunday 10:15 am - Ollney Mueller, Jr.
Servers - Sunday, November 22, 2020
Altar Guild - Sunday, Nov 22, 2020
Saturday 5:30 pm - Chuck Keller
Saturday 5:30 pm - Susan Starbuck
Sunday 7:45 am - Rodney Clamors
Sunday 7:45 am - Barbara & Deb
Sunday 10:15 am - Hayden Brown
Sunday 10:15 am - Susan Hargrave
Media - Sunday, November 22, 2020
Saturday 5:30 pm - Kelley Keller
Sunday 7:45 am - Lisa Clamors
Sunday 10:15 am - Greg Hoeffken (Facebook Live)

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL – WATERLOO, ILLINOIS
LUTHERAN CHURCH – MISSOURI SYNOD
immanuelwaterloo.org
e-mail: immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com
Rev. Merritt Demski, Administrative Pastor
Rev. Dr. Tony Troup, Associate Pastor
Hayden Brown, 2nd Year Field Education Student
Mrs. Lisa Clamors, Secretary
Mrs. Ann Frank, Music Director
Mrs. Linda Polansky, Preschool Director
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939-6480 or 847-254-9666
939-6480 or 618-340-8375
309-231-2183
939-6480 or 618-719-4954
939-6480 or 618-282-6597
939-6480 or 618-980-3475

Christmas Caroling in December...
In the past, Immanuel members and friends have gone Christmas
caroling to area nursing homes in two large groups. This year, caroling
will look a bit different due to the Covid virus. Singing in small groups
to various members (not in nursing homes) will take place on Sunday,
December 13th. Those interested in caroling will need to sign up by
November 27th so that people/places can be assigned. Please drop off
the completed form (below) in the church office or give it directly to Ann
Frank.
Carolers do not have to meet at church as in the past; individuals/small
groups can determine when on the Sunday afternoon they wish to head
out for caroling. Once assignments have been made, carolers will be
provided with names/addresses and song sheets...and, carolers are free to
bring their own bells to ring!
Please consider this opportunity to share the “JOY” of Christmas with
others.
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