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From Our Administrative Pastor…
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have to be perfect, please everyone, and save
the world based on how you live your life.
Jesus says, “And which of you by being
Oh...and don’t die along the way because
anxious can add a single hour to his span of
death and sickness are the worst things that
life? If then you are not able to do as small a
could ever happen to you.” None of that is
thing as that, why are you anxious about the
actually the message of Christ. Jesus
rest?” Luke 12
promises sickness, persecution, and suffering
in this life. That’s why we pray for Him to
What scares you? What makes you anxious
return quickly. Jesus says, “Come to me and I
or cower in fear? It has been said that our
greatest fears often reveal that which we love will give you rest.” Jesus says, “God takes
care of the birds...and you’re more important
the most. If, as God’s people, we’re to fear,
than a bird.” Jesus says, “I’m the resurrection
love, and trust in God above all things, it’s a
good thing to know what scares us, so that we and the life.” Do you believe that? We’ve
been conditioned to think that everything is
can bring our fears and idols to God in
up to us and Jesus helps from time to time.
repentance and faith through Christ.
We’re conditioned to be scared to death of
I’ll be honest, I have to bring tons of fears
death. None of that is Christian. Is our fear,
and idols to Christ’s altar. Like all of us,
love, and trust in the true God or in science?
(yes...even you) I tend to worship myself. I
...or government? ...or ourselves and those
worry about how I look, how I sound, how I
around us?
might be misunderstood. I worry because the
Can you handle all of that weight? Is the fear
idols that get between me and Christ start to
overwhelming yet? Do you think if you try
rear their heads and my sinful self is afraid
just a little harder, give a little more, or focus
for all of the wrong reasons. Then the Holy
a little extra you can do everything the world
Spirit uses God’s Word to convict me of my
has told you is up to you to accomplish?
sin and bring me back to Christ. Lord, have
Well, you can’t. Live as a baptized child of
mercy.
God. Be a steward of God’s gifts because
I know that you’re scared about any number
that’s just what you are...a steward. You are
of things. Getting sick or getting someone
not God. The weight of the world is not upon
else sick. You’re scared about what all is
your shoulders. The weight of the world was
happening in the world around us. You’re
upon Christ on the cross along with all of
scared about the riots. You’re scared about
your sins which have been forgiven. All of
upsetting people by what you say or do in
the fears that are piled on you are removed by
public not wanting to offend. Where’s Jesus
Christ so that you now go in peace and love
in all of that? All of that is about us. All of
others through Christ. What you get from
these fears revolve around us and remove our Christ is greater than what you fear. There’s
eyes from Christ and His promises and onto
no comparison between the suffering we face
various idols that we think will save us.
now and the glory we will receive through
Rather than acting out of faith, we act out of
Christ in the resurrection (Rom. 8). That’s
fear. We get so confused and distracted with
what we continue to confess and live out.
the messages of the world. We get focused on
us...our rights...our choice...our comfort...our Go in peace. Nothing has changed!
opinions. Then we fear losing those things
If you have any questions, just let me know.
when we should only be looking to Christ.
The Lord be with you!
We put the world upon our shoulders and the
world around us strives to put everything on
our shoulders. The world’s message is, “You
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From Our Associate Pastor…
And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
command these stones to become bread.” But Jesus answered, “It is
written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but by every word that comes
from the mouth of God.’” Matt. 4:3-4

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Immanuel,
If you’re like me, you probably get very hungry after not eating for
12 hours. If I drink water, it’s not so bad. But if I haven’t eaten or
had much to drink for 12 hours, I’m pretty miserable. I can’t say
I’m starving, but I’m ready for a meal!
That’s easy to understand. All human beings need food. Food is
essential. Without food our bodies get weak and start to waste
away. No one can survive without food. And that’s why the devil
tempted Jesus to turn rocks into bread when Jesus was fasting in
preparation for his mission and ministry. Jesus was focusing on
praying to and fellowshipping with his heavenly Father. He was
reflecting on the work God had given him and was fortifying
himself in order to do that work. And the devil didn’t like that. He
wanted Jesus to focus on himself and his needs. More than that, he
wanted Jesus to listen to him. To follow his leadership. And so he
tempted Jesus to concentrate on his needs. To concentrate on
satisfying his hunger.
Do you remember how Jesus neutralized that temptation? He told
Satan, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but by every
word that comes from the mouth of God.’” Basically Jesus was
telling Satan, “You’re right. Food is important. But knowing and
treasuring God’s Word is even more important. Food is essential.
But knowing and treasuring God’s Word is even more essential.
Food keeps your body alive. God’s Word gives you eternal life with
God.”
Brothers and sisters, God’s Word is essential. The world may not
see it that way, but it’s true. God’s Word reveals Jesus and what
he’s done for us, and that brings everlasting life. Life that truly is
life. What’s more, the sacraments, Holy Baptism and the Lord’s
Supper, are essential. The sacraments have the same power that
God’s Word has. Like God’s Word, they show us Jesus and
strengthen our faith. That’s why many Christians call Holy Baptism
and the Lord’s Supper the “visible Word.” And that’s why
Immanuel has been so conscious of getting God’s Word out.
That’s why we live stream our worship services, and have in person
worship (albeit with smaller numbers in attendance), and
publications that share God’s Word (like this newsletter). Because
of the Covid pandemic, we don’t want to throw caution to the wind.
That’s why we recommend that people wear masks in church until
they get to their pews. That’s why we urge social distancing in
church and have limited fellowship activities. That’s why we ask
that only two family units come up for Holy Communion at a time.
But we cannot cease to share God’s Word. To do so would be to
deprive people of that which is essential. It would be to deprive
people of the Bread of Life, Jesus Christ.
And so, dear saints of Immanuel, continue to feed on God’s Word.
That might be through the live stream
service, or the in person service, or
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A Note from Our Music
Director… Together....
Recently, one of the hymns sung during
communion distribution was LSB 828 “We Are
Called to Stand Together.” The title of this
hymn made me think about the well-known
phrase seen/heard during this year's COVID-19
pandemic: "we are all in this together."
Just as Jesus' disciples stood together and were
given the Great Commission... and then through
trials and tribulations they went about carrying
out the task of sharing the "GOOD NEWS" to
others....today, we are also called to do the same.
The hymn verses beautifully share this message!
We are called to stand together
With the saints of ages past,
With the patriarchs and prophets
In the faith they once held fast;
Promises and hopes they treasured
Now we find fulfilled at last!
Those whom Jesus called apostles
Journeyed with Him side by side,
Heard His teaching, felt His power,
Saw the way He lived and died;
Then the news of resurrection
They delivered far and wide.

Through the intervening ages
Round the world the Gospel spread;
Faithful heralds took the message,
Guided where the Spirit led;
So the body grew in stature,
Serving Christ, the living head.
Now in many tongues and cultures
Songs of celebration ring;
Millions who confess our Savior
Honor Him as Lord and King
And, for courage, grace and guidance
Ev'ry day their prayers they bring.
To each coming generation
Tell the truth, persuade, explain,
Till the time when time is ended,
Till the Savior comes again-Till the saints are all united
Under Christ's eternal reign!
So, let us stand together at this time and
throughout our days proclaiming the good news
of our Savior until HE comes
again when we will stand
together in eternity!
Serving HIM,
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September Birthdays &
Anniversaries

Parish Leaders
Pastors:

Happy Birthday to… 23 Ayda Eggemeyer
1
3
4
5
6

7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

16

17
18

19
20
21

22

Ross Stumpf
Pastor Troup
Jane Gaitsch
Madalyn Prather
Millie Menke
Tripp Gardner
Vi Scheibe
Susan Leonard
Ryan Williams
Brian Kettler
Tracy Simms
Stacy Hemmer
Braxton Herschbach
Shawn Wilde
Kristina Crook
Courtney Heimburger
Daniel Menke
Aaron Shive
Danny Weihl
Jordyn Koch
Audra Scheibe
Julie Downs
Kevin Whelan
Kim Arbeiter
Brian Downing
David Renner
Evelyn Weihl
Carson Crook
Steven Menke
Nancy Schanz
Courtney Harbison
Tyler Major
Jennifer Patterson
Katelyn Prigge
Debbie Arras
Angie Filipiak
Waylenn Kruse
Chase Rubemeyer
Ely Rusteberg
Lauren Patterson
Lois Heise
Larry Taake
Corey Rahn
John Stratman
Alan Stumpf
Kyra Drewes
Josh Polansky
Dawn Clamors
Brian Hart
Marsha Voges
Tami Wilson
Eric Brandt
Angie Broske
Dawn Garner
Leah Maag

24
25
26

27
28
29
30

Patsy Hicks
Jerry Moeser
Zane Englert
Tracy Koch
Laurie Sparwasser
Anne Stumpf
Ashlyn Whelan
Crystal Becker
Kylee LaRue
Michelle Magnuson
Katlyn Menke
Cathy Whelan
Neal O’Brien
Lisa Clamors
Rob LaRue
Christine Thompson
Jacob Dethrow
John Doty
Kyle Rusteberg

Happy Anniversary to…
3
6
7

Adam & Nicole Perjak (10)
Ben & Stephanie Blakeslee (6)
Paul & Angie Broske (35)
Larry & Lynn Taake (19)
8 Curt & Linda Wittbracht (48)
9 Jim & Dinah Pflasterer (53)
11 Randy & Robin Wetzler (38)
13 Ed & Susan Stanglein (45)
14 Cliff & Kay Bense (30)
Stan & Christine Mitchell (30)
16 Claude & Barb Heimburger (25)
Rob & Angela LaRue (18)
18 Larry & Janet Goessling (21)
20 Perry & Joan Koch (23)
26 Rich & Judy Hitzemann (61)
Charles & Phyllis Lloyd (56)
27 Wayne & Vicky Englert (34)
28 Wayne & Susan Hargrave (35)
Tim & Angie Williams (24)
29 Robert & Linda Allscheid (41)
30 Robert & Vicki Clark (42)
John & Jennifer Patterson (20)

Happy Anniversary to all
celebrating in
September!

Rev. Merritt Demski, 847-254-9666
Rev. Dr. Tony Troup, 618-340-8375

Administrative
Associate

Church & School Staff:
Lisa Clamors, 618-719-4954
Office Secretary
Ann Frank, 314-346-7413
Music Director
Sandy Mueller
Church & Ed Bldg Custodian
Linda Polansky, 618-980-3475
Preschool Director
Deborah Joellenbeck
Preschool Aide/Custodian

Church Council:
Wayne Collmeyer, 618-719-7235
President
Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907
Vice-President
Cathie Collmeyer, 314-749-3772
Secretary
David Powell, 618-974-9222
Treasurer
Harry Thompson, 618-792-8326 Financial Secretary
Taryn Niemeyer, 618-719-7520 Christian Education
Wayne Hargrave, 618-719-6748 Church Properties
Colby Crook, 618-910-2825 Evangelism/Fellowship
Sandy Mueller, 618-420-1373
Social Ministry
Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907
Spiritual Ministry
Pat Kelly, 636-373-2967
Stewardship
Cathy Whelan, 618-612-3150
Youth Ministry

Other Volunteers:
Lisa Clamors
Marilyn Collette
Stephanie Brandt
Shirley Elmore
Diana Heins
Valerie Zeisset
Sandy Thompson

Sunday School Superintendent
Head Sacristan
Sacristans

Flower Coordinator

Field Education Student:
Hayden Brown, 2nd year

309-231-2183

Have you ever thought about joining one of
Immanuel's Boards or committees? If so, please
contact the appropriate person listed above.
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Elders‘ Shepherding
Program
(Families whose last name begins with)

Monthly Collections
Board of Social Ministry:
September & October: Immanuel’s Preschool

A-B
Rodney Clamors, 618-719-4023
C-D
Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033
E-Ha
Scott Janssen, 214-629-6975
He-Hu
Bob Polansky, 618-979-0918
J-K
Tyson Bradley, 618-713-1913
L-Mel
Kevin Wheat, 939-1985
Men-My
Cal Neeman, 939-5137
N-P
Elden Niemeyer, 939-7982
R-Sche
Larry Taake, 939-4757
Schi-Sw
Greg Wiegand, 618-410-1500
T-Wel
Kevin Whelan, 939-1985
Wem-Z
Aaron Thompson, 618-792-9652
Elders & Pastors: Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907
Have a question or would like to speak to your
elder, feel free to call him anytime.

Unity is the mission school in the Southern Illinois District. Items
needed include lots of #2 pencils, colored pencil sets, pocket
folders, spiral notebooks, COPY PAPER, Pine Sol, large bottles
of hand sanitizer, disinfectant spray, and disinfectant wipes.

Bi-County Backpack Program:
This is an ongoing collection that supports children in Red Bud,
Valmeyer, and Waterloo throughout the year. See the weekly
bulletins for a list of items needed, and place those donations in
the collection box in the narthex. Thank you!

Sunday School:
September: Global Lutheran Outreach (Funkes)
Each month, the Sunday School classes take a monetary offering
for a specific charity. Thank you to all of the Pre-K through 8th
grade students that contribute to these collections each month!

For Men:
• Tuesdays at 6:30 am
at Triada Advisors in
Columbia. The group is
studying Ecclesiastes
and is led by Pastor
Troup.
For All Adults:
• Sundays at 9:00 am in
the overflow room. Led by Pastor Troup.
• Sundays at 9:00 am in the church basement kitchen. Led
by Scott & Jen Janssen and Tim Scheibe, this class has a
faith development and parenting focus. Feel free to bring
your little ones, too!
• Wednesdays at 9:30 am in the overflow room. Led by
Pastor Demski.
For Pre-K—College:
• Preschool—2nd grade: Sundays at 9:00 am in the church
basement. Led by Pam Nagel, Sandy Mueller, Deborah
Joellenbeck, and Lisa Clamors.
• 3rd—6th grades: Sundays at 9:00 am in the church
basement. Led by Gayle Mesnarich & Melissa Wiegand.
• 7th & 8th grades: Sundays at 9:00 am in the multipurpose
room. Led by Alan Stumpf. Parents are welcome to attend,
too.
• High school and College-age: Sundays at 9:00 am in
Pastor Demski’s office. Led by Pastor Demski.

Please keep our people, our
community, our state, our
country, and our world in your
prayers during this difficult and
uneasy time.
God is with us always!

Want to Stay Up to
Date?
Go to our website
(immanuelwaterloo.org) and
check it out! Be sure to
subscribe to the calendar, and
you’ll have the most up to
date info on Immanuel’s
activities and events. Also,
check out all of the info
available right on our home
page. Notice that something is
missing? Let us know!
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In Our Prayers...

June Finances

Please note: The names listed below will remain on our public prayer list for two
weeks unless the church office is notified otherwise. Thank you.

Total Deposits
Total Expenses
Over/(Short)

We Pray for our Fellow Parishioners: Millie Menke, Sandy Moore
(MS), Perry Koch (nursing home), Ruby Muench (cancer), Roger
Schanz (cancer), Iva Mesnarich (shut in), Wade Marshall
(Alzheimer’s), Shirley Elmore (treated for cancer), Phyllis Lloyd
(pacemaker), Alvera Jacobs (recovering from fall & broken hip), Dean
Kohlmeier (very ill), Sara Schoenborn (anxiety), Carol Kassel
(recovering from fall & broken pelvis), Lana Mueller (recovering at
home), Carolyn Henry (broken femur), Tyler Cooley (preparing for
surgeries), Kathy Netzeband (gall bladder surgery)

June 30, 2020 Balances:
Checking
$ 51,081.08
Scholarship Fund
$ 9,844.82
PPP Fund
$
0.00
Discretionary Fund
$ 20,000.00
Eggemeyer Memorial $ 21,155.00
Mueller Memorial
$ 1,290.00
Loan
$347,860.70

We Pray for Friends and Relatives of Parishioners: Michael
Washausen, Nina Van Kamp, Ken Horn (cancer), Nicole Bachelier,
Gordon Curd (dialysis), Steven Muench, Sarah Castelli, Glenda
Manion, Pat Bolañius (dementia), Patrick Bolañius (cancer), Susan
Martin (cancer), Dustin Traw (cancer), Jean Stroisch (cancer), Dale
Mueller (stroke), Daryl Bense (dementia), Ruth Nagel (brain tumor
removed), Kevin Grace (COVID), Greg Colbert (recovering from
bicycle accident), Sue Poirot (gastric volvulus)
We Pray for Those in the Service of Our Nation: Alicia Kirkley,
Dustin Bender, Aaron Bommarito, Alex Naumann, Paul Doty, Erik
Brandt
We Pray for Our Missionaries and Special Missions: Immanuel’s
Preschool, Immanuel’s Mission Team, Unity Lutheran Elementary
School (East St. Louis, IL)

2020 Year to Date:
Deposits
$348,288.47
Expenses
$318,078.67
Over/(Short)
$ 30,209.80
Unpaid Obligations
$
0.00

September 2020 Altar Flowers
9/5—9/6
open
9/12—9/13 Given by Cliff & Kay Bense in honor of their 30th
wedding anniversary
9/19—9/20 open
9/26—9/27 open
The 2020 Flower Chart is posted on the bulletin board in the narthex. Sign up for the
weekend you would like! As your weekend approaches, Sandy Thompson, our flower
coordinator, will contact you to give you more details.

$ 84,123.70
$ 81,612.28
$ 3,454.68

July Finances
Total Deposits
Total Expenses
Over/(Short)

$ 34,659.31
$ 32,820.20
$ 1,839.11

July 31, 2020 Balances:
Checking
$ 52,920.19
Scholarship Fund
$ 9,844.82
PPP Fund
$
0.00
Discretionary Fund
$ 20,000.00
Eggemeyer Memorial $ 6,155.00
Mueller Memorial
$ 1,390.00
Loan
$331,574.75
2020 Year to Date:
Deposits
$382,004.52
Expenses
$350,898.87
Over/(Short)
$ 31,105.65
Unpaid Obligations
$
0.00

CONTACT US AND STAY UP TO DATE!

During this unusual and uncertain time, please know that Pastor Demski & Pastor Troup are available.
Contact them directly by phone or email. And, feel free to contact Ann and Lisa as well. Office hours are back
to normal.
Pastor Demski—847-254-9666—pastor.demski@gmail.com
Pastor Troup—618-340-8375—pastort@htc.net
Ann Frank—314-346-7413—afrank@htc.net
Lisa Clamors—618-719-4954—immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com
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September 2020 Worship Helpers

Saturday Accompanists:
Joan Ruwald—9/12
Ron Jones—9/5, 9/19. 9/26

Collator:
Sandy Thompson

ALUMINUM CANS

We are NOT taking any aluminum cans currently. Please recycle them on your own rather than
dropping them off at Immanuel. Thank you. We
will let you know when we will begin taking these
donations again.

Need a piano tuned at your
house?
Greg Junker will be tuning Immanuel's
pianos on November 10th at 9 am. He is open
to having other appointments on that day in
Waterloo. Anyone interested in having a
piano tuned, call 618.233.1406.

Do You Have an Email Address?
Did you know that you could be a good steward
by receiving our newsletter via e-mail? Call or
e-mail the church office and let Lisa know to
remove you from the mailing list and add you to
the e-mail list.

Volunteers Needed!
We are looking for a few more volunteers to serve at
Immanuel in various ministries & roles.
Altar Guild—Media Team—Ushers—Sunday School
Teachers
If you would like to help out in any of these ways, please
contact the church office.
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Want to Stay Up to Date?
Go to our website (immanuelwaterloo.org) and check it out! Be sure to subscribe to the calendar,
and you’ll have the most up to date info on Immanuel’s activities and events. Also, check out all of
the info available right on our home page. Notice that something is missing? Let us know!
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Midweek Classes Begin
on September 2nd!
Those families with children in grades
5-8 should have received an invite
email recently. All are welcome to join
us! Contact the church office (9396480) with any questions.
Wednesdays—6:30-8:00 pm
Teachers:
5th & 6th—Jen Janssen
7th—Pastor Troup
8th—Pastor Demski

“Crown of Silver”
Recognition
September 12th & 13th
Each year, we recognize and honor those
members who have turned (or will turn) 85
during the current year.
This year those members are Iva Mesnarich,
Art Meyer, Gerry Ritzel, Gladys Ruff, Violet
Scheibe, and Shirley Williams.
Praise be to God!

Service Reminders:
Just a few important notes about our services. As
you are all aware, things change constantly, so please
continue to watch your weekly announcements &
emails.
1. There is currently no need to call ahead to attend
a service. Please note that the 5:30 & 7:45 services
tend to be less attended if you are wondering about
which service to attend.
2. Please wear masks upon entering and exiting.
We’ll have masks available, too. You can remove
them once you are seated and distanced. Please
continue to respect people’s space who wish to be
distanced.
3. Communion is celebrated at every service.
Individual cups & the common cup are offered at
each service as well.
4. While a few ushers will be present, the bulletins
& offering plate will continue to be on the table in
the narthex. Please pick up a bulletin as you
enter the sanctuary and place your offering and
attendance card in the plate either before or after
service.
5. For now, during our Sunday services, the ushers
will be in the narthex to greet you from a distance
and help where needed. They will also help to
direct families to the communion rail.
6. Jesus remains our focus—nothing has changed!
Praise be to God for sustaining His people now
and forever!
Updated as of August 26, 2020.

Third Grade Celebration
Sunday, September 20th
10:15 am service
All children in grade 3 will be receiving
an invite to join us for our annual Third
Grade Celebration! This is a special time
when each child will receive his/her own
copy of God’s Word, the Holy Bible. Be
on the lookout for these invitations soon!

KFUO RADIO, AM850 & KFUO.ORG, a media
ministry extension of LCMS congregations,
shares Christ for you on AM850 &
kfuo.org via worship services, Bible and
theology studies, practical talk programs,
and sacred music. You can find programs on
demand at kfuo.org and wherever you get
your podcasts!
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BASIC Youth Group News!
BASIC helps the Jr High and High School members of our
congregation grow together as the body of Christ. That
happens primarily on Sunday mornings at the Divine
Service and in Bible Study, but we also get together for
fun, fellowship, and service activities throughout the year.
Remember, youth group is for youth in grades 6-12, and
your friends are always welcome!
You can join the Immanuel BASIC Facebook group and
email pastor.demski@gmail.com to be added to the weekly
email list for the newest updates.
Remember to join us on Sundays from 9-10 am for Bible
study! Junior high meets in the multipurpose room and
high school meets in Pastor Demski’s office.
Watch the bulletins and Pastor Demski’s emails for info on our upcoming events!

Preschool News – September 2020
Immanuel Lutheran Preschool has been approved to open
this fall by DCFS. This comes with many restrictions
that we will be able to handle by the grace of God.
Some of these restrictions include a maximum of 15
students with no more than 11 students in a day. Eleven
is the magic number for social distancing in the
classroom during circle time and several activities.
Students will need to wear masks or buffs when we
cannot socially distance from one another. We will do
our best to make this a fun and non-threatening activity.
Currently, we have a full roster with several students on
the waiting list. God provides. Because of the low enrollment requirements, we would have
struggled making payroll. Thanks to God and to an anonymous donor, we will be fine. In times
like this we know that God is with us. We have been blessed.

Just before the school was shut down in March, we purchased our materials for the playground
pavilion. The small pavilion was completed in the month of July. This should be a nice area for
picnics and playtime with your families.
Thank you to all of you who donated items, purchased
items, or helped in ANY way for our Rummage Sale.
We raised over $2,000 for the
Preschool which is a
huge blessing!
Peace to all.
– Linda Polansky

Visit our website
(immanuelwaterloo.org/preschool)
or contact the office (939-6480 or
immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com) for
more information or to get put on the
waiting list.

WORSHIP SERVICES
SATURDAY
5:30 pm
SUNDAY
7:45 am & 10:15 am
Holy Communion is celebrated at every service.
Individual and common cup is offered at each service
as well.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Friday
8:00 am – 4:30 pm
Pastor Troup’s day off is Monday.
Pastor Demski’s day off is Thursday.

2020
Don’t forget to visit us on the web…
immanuelwaterloo.org
You’ll find our weekly announcements and
updates, our calendar, VBS & Preschool
info, and other important news!

May God continue to bless you:
Change Service Requested
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Waterloo, IL 62298
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