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From Our Administrative Pastor…
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Making more and
stronger disciples of
Jesus Christ through
the power of the
Holy Spirit.

What’s the point? It seems like that’s one of
the biggest questions that has arisen in the
minds of many people since all of these
mandates and orders started in relation to
COVID. ...especially since the use of
terminology like “essential” and “nonessential” has been so heavily used in
combating this virus.
What is essential or not essential? How is that
determined? What do we confess as Christians
to be essential to our lives here and into
eternity?

After Jesus ascended following His
resurrection and appearances, we hear that
“42 [the Christians] devoted themselves to
the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and the prayers.”
(Acts 2) We also hear encouragements not
to neglect meeting together (Hebrews 10:25)
and to address one another in Psalms,
Hymns, and Spiritual Songs… (Eph 5). We
see a pattern that God’s people thank, pray,
serve, and obey God. We see God’s people
living a life of receiving and then praising in
return.

Praise be to God that the message of Jesus
can be proclaimed with technology and
Many of our cultural assumptions have been
those who are not able to gather can still
questioned as a result of this virus. Many
hear the saving message of the Gospel, but
things that we have taken for granted have
we also don’t want to forget that the digital
either been shown to be more important than
world isn’t a perfect substitute for the
we ever realized or to be less important than
church gathering as it keeps us from the
we have often made them out to be. I pray that body and blood of Christ where God makes
this has been a time for us to grow in our
Himself physically present for us in order to
Christian confession and our confidence that
feed us. See 1 Cor. for the importance of - as
gathering as the body of Christ is not without a well as the misuse of - Christ’s gifts in the
point and is far more vital than we may have
supper.
previously thought. I pray that this has been a
time to bring us to repentance for our sins as
The true body and blood of Christ are given
we are turned to faith in the message of the
to us in the bread and wine from the altar to
forgiveness that we have freely by grace
forgive us and strengthen us. We keep our
through Christ. There is a point to what we do hope in the fact that Jesus feeds us with His
as Christians regardless of the world’s
spoken Word and with his own flesh and
perception.
blood (John 6). Praise be to God, whether
times are good or bad, Christ’s promises
We learn that from the beginning God’s
remain the same. We continue to confess a
people gather where God places His name and physical hope in the risen Lord and the
makes Himself present for them. We seek to
resurrection of the dead when Christ returns.
be with the author of life in order to have life. God came to us in the flesh and He
God is omnipresent, but He also comes to us.
continues to come to you in the same way.
We see that most perfectly in the incarnation
In times of uncertainty and change. Christ
when God is born of a virgin in the flesh to
remains the same. This is why we continue
live perfectly for His creation to save us. We
to confess that our gathering is essential
gather to the place where our sins are forgiven regardless of how we’re are able to do so.
and where we hear the instructions of the Lord
now that we are His people as we look
forward to the resurrection of the dead for
eternal life in Christ.
continued on page 7...
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From Our Associate Pastor…

A Note from Our Music Director...

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Immanuel,

Family… A Gift for God...

We’re all in this together. I mentioned in my sermon last
Sunday that this isn’t just a catchy slogan for people under the
shelter order. It’s the nature of the church. This is what it
means to be God’s people. All Christians together rely on
Jesus—on his goodness, mercy, and love. All Christians
together depend on God’s Word for guidance and
enlightenment. All Christians together depend on Jesus for
salvation and life with God forever. We’re all in this together,
meaning, we all need Jesus and look to him for all the
blessings of heaven.

Immanuel's worshippers would have heard
our Preschool through Eighth Grade Sunday
School Children sing Thank You for
Family by J. M. Martin on May 10th. The
children had just started to practice the song
right before the "sheltering at home" began. I
am including all the verses and refrain so that
ALL our families at Immanuel can read these
simple, yet meaningful words together this
month.

Jesus spoke of our unity or togetherness in John 17:20-21. In
these verses we see Jesus praying to his Father in heaven. He
prayed, “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who
will believe in me through their word, that they all be one, just
as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they all may be in
us.” For whom was Jesus praying? He was praying for his
disciples who had walked with him during his earthly
ministry. And he was praying for all subsequent Christians
who would later believe in him through the testimony of those
first disciples. He was praying for all believers in him!

Thank you for the homes we share today
Thank you for our parents Lord we pray...
Fathers and mothers, sisters and brothers...
all are a gift from God.
Thank you, thank you, happy hearts we raise,
Lord, we give YOU praise.
Thank you, thank you, thank you for family.
Thank you for the arms that hold us tight
Thank you for the love that fills our life...

And for what was Jesus praying? That all Christians would
be joined together as one. That they would be bound together Thank you for the ways we learn and grow
and bound to the Triune God. That we would be close to one Thank you for the joy and peace we know...
another and close to God as Jesus and the Father are close
May God continue to bless all of you...
together. Truly, we’re all in this together!
This unity or togetherness has profound implications. Like a Looking forward to hearing all your voices in
church as soon as possible!
large family, we’re connected by love. God loves us with a
totally unselfish love, and we love him. We’re like a huge fan
club. We all love Jesus and are excited about his mission and Serving our Lord and Savior,
ministry. We want to share him, his person, mission, and
ministry, with other people. We work together, play together,
grow in the Lord together, study God’s Word together,
celebrate together (especially in worship and when taking the
Lord’s Supper). We’re going to spend eternity together!
Do You Have an
Although the covid-19 restrictions have hindered Christian fellowship, we’re still
one. Although we haven’t been able to worship together (and I pray that restriction
is lifted soon), we’ve been hearing God’s Word live stream together, praying
together, and focusing on Christ together. Our unity is our faith in Christ and our
mutual love for him. We may have to encourage each other via a phone call, or
letter, or a Zoom meeting, but we’re still there for one another. So, many thanks for
being the body of Christ and being one in the Lord. Pastor Demksi and I truly
appreciate your support and prayers, and we’re looking forward to that time we can
meet together without restrictions. To God be the glory!
Love in Christ,

Email Address?
Did you know that you
could be a good steward
by receiving our
newsletter via e-mail?
Call or e-mail the church
office and let Lisa know to
remove you from the
mailing list and add you to
the e-mail list.
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May Birthdays &
Anniversaries
Happy Birthday
to…
1 Jakson Gregory
2 Lily Dietz
Greg Wiegand
3 Jensyn Collmeyer
5 Lindsey Braun
Jacob Johnson
Paul Wynn
7 Marlene Lieb
Andrew Polacek
Timothy Polacek
Al Scheibe
Ellie Zweigart
8 Sarah Alu
Sean Arians
Chris Monroe
9 Les Downing
Wyatt Fink
Emilie Land
Meagan Melliere
10 Donna Daugherty
Nathan Hemmer
Angela LaRue
11 Owen Black
June Gaitsch
12 Tyler Chitty
Pam Jacobs
13 Stephanie Brandt
Veronica Demski
Megan Menke
Kambrey Westfall
14 Bernell Bachelier
Kenny Barton
Megan Crawford
Lee Eggemeyer
Marcia Jones
Kenneth Moore
Mary Ann Wolf
15 Sophia Alu
Jay Grant
Sara Schoenborn
16 Carson Black
Crystal Kraemer
Georgia Wynn
17 Rich Bachelier
Earl Downs
18 Henrik Bradley
19 Mia Veath
20 Jody Worley
21 Emma Jones
Wilma Stellhorn
22 Larry Goessling
Aidan Kubelka
Mike Kuhlmann
23 Kaden Roberts
24 David Broske

24 Elise Eggemeyer
Susan Hargrave
John Patterson
Mitchell Scheibe
26 Keda Bachelier
Kathy Clevenger
Jeff Naumann
Reina Thompson
27 Gina Birrittier
Bonnie Unterseh
28 Davide Alu
Deanna Rodenberg
29 Heidi Matzenbacher
30 Shirley Menke
Clayton Ziegler
31 Wade Marshall
Tom McDaniel
Carol Neeman

Happy Anniversary to…
2 Doug & Emilie Land (5)
5 Randy & Candi Bise (41)
8 Mike & Laura Richter (10)
9 Clint & Deanna Rodenberg (11)
11 Rob & Jennifer Dieterle (7)
12 Allen & Pam Jacobs (41)
15 Norman & Lillian Eggemeyer (20)
16 Mike & Marsha Voges (39)
David & Jean Wiese (17)
18 Mike & Stacy Hemmer (18)
21 Ken & Nancy Schanz (43)
30 Roy & Evelyn Weihl (61)

Happy Birthday and
Happy Anniversary to all
celebrating in May!

Parish Leaders
Pastors:
Rev. Merritt Demski, 847-254-9666
Rev. Dr. Tony Troup, 618-340-8375

Administrative
Associate

Church & School Staff:
Lisa Clamors, 618-719-4954
Office Secretary
Ann Frank, 282-6597
Music Director
Sandy Mueller
Housekeeping
Ken Schanz
Groundskeeper/Maintenance
Linda Polansky, 618-980-3475
Preschool Director
Deborah Joellenbeck
Preschool Aide

Church Council:
Wayne Collmeyer, 618-719-7235
President
Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907
Vice-President
Cathie Collmeyer, 314-749-3772
Secretary
David Powell, 618-974-9222
Treasurer
Harry Thompson, 618-792-8326 Financial Secretary
Taryn Niemeyer, 939-7982
Christian Education
Allen Jacobs, 939-3035
Church Properties
Colby Crook, 618-910-2825 Evangelism/Fellowship
Sandy Mueller, 618-420-1373
Social Ministry
Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907
Spiritual Ministry
Pat Kelly, 636-373-2967
Stewardship
Cathy Whelan, 618-612-3150
Youth Ministry

Other Volunteers:
Lisa Clamors
Marilyn Collette
Stephanie Brandt
Shirley Elmore
Diana Heins
Valerie Zeisset
Sandy Thompson

Sunday School Superintendent
Head Sacristan
Sacristans

Our Seminarian, Travis
Henry, will be serving
Flower Coordinator
his vicarage at Zion
Evangelical Lutheran
Field Education Students:
Church in Pierce, NE.
Hayden Brown, 2nd year
309-231-2183
Congratulations,
Travis! We will miss
Have you ever thought about joining one of
you and look forward to Immanuel's Boards or committees? If so, please
seeing you in 2021!
contact the appropriate person listed above.
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Elders‘ Shepherding
Program
(Families whose last name begins with)

A-B
Rodney Clamors, 618-719-4023
C-D
Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033
E-Ha
Scott Janssen, 214-629-6975
He-Hu
Bob Polansky, 618-979-0918
J-K
Tyson Bradley, 618-713-1913
L-Mel
Kevin Wheat, 939-1985
Men-My
Cal Neeman, 939-5137
N-P
Elden Niemeyer, 939-7982
R-Sche
Larry Taake, 939-4757
Schi-Sw
Greg Wiegand, 618-410-1500
T-Wel
Kevin Whelan, 939-1985
Wem-Z
Aaron Thompson, 618-792-9652
Elders & Pastors: Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907
Have a question or would like to speak to your
elder, feel free to call him anytime.

Vacation Bible School
June 15-19
Rainforest Explorers
The Board of Christian Education is deciding
how best to handle this. While it won’t be
our traditional VBS and the dates are
tentative, they are looking into several
options to offer including an online VBS,
postponing it until late summer or fall, or
offering it in smaller groups.
Regardless, we want to hold VBS somehow,
someway in 2020 for all of you!
Stay tuned to our website, weekly
announcements, and June newsletter for the
details!

Monthly Collections
Since we are not able to meet in-person, we will not take
any of these collections during April. But, please continue to
keep our organizations below in your prayers during this
unsettled time.
Bi-County Backpack Program
Camp Wartburg
Hope Food Pantry
Moms on a Mission in Dupo

Please keep our community, our state, our country,
and our world in your prayers during this difficult
and uneasy time. God is with us always!
Due to the current
situation, we will
not be having any
in-person Bible
studies or Sunday
School classes.
Pastor Demski will
be live on
Facebook every
Wednesday at 9:30 am leading his adult Bible study.
Families with children, preschool—6th grade, are
invited to join the Sunday School teachers for a Zoom
weekly lesson each Sunday at 10:15 am. Contact Lisa
Clamors directly for the meeting info. 7th—12th
grades, join Pastor Demski for a Zoom Bible study on
Sundays at 10:00 am. Please reach out to him directly
for the details!

Looking for a Few Volunteers
As we think about getting back to normal,
we continue to need a few more
volunteers to serve at Immanuel in various
ministries & roles.
Media Team—Ushers—Greeters—
Sunday School Teachers/Helpers
If you would like to help out in any of
these ways, please contact the church
office.
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In Our Prayers...

March Finances

Please note: The names listed below will remain on our public prayer list for two
weeks unless the church office is notified otherwise. Thank you.

We Pray for our Fellow Parishioners: Millie Menke (recovering at home),
Sandy Moore (MS), Perry Koch (nursing home), Ruby Muench (cancer),
Lana Mueller (recovering from surgeries), Roger Schanz (cancer), Tyler
Cooley (recovering from surgeries), Iva Mesnarich (shut in), Wade Marshall
(Alzheimer’s), Judy Hitzemann (recovering from hernia surgery), Marvin
Henry (recovering from knee replacement surgery), Bernell Bachelier
(broken bone in foot), Rich Hitzemann (recovering from heart procedure)
We Pray for Friends and Relatives of Parishioners: Michael Washausen,
Nina Van Kamp, Ken Horn (cancer), Nicole Bachelier, Gordon Curd
(dialysis), Steven Muench, Sarah Castelli, Glenda Manion, Pat Bolañius
(dymentia), Patrick Bolañius (cancer), Susan Martin, Frank Atkins (cancer),
Edward Rahe, Karlie Swisher (brain tumor), Robbie Haudrich (cancer), Jean
Stroisch (cancer), Elsa Weimerslage (cancer), Carol Kettler (cancer), Pam
Stellhorn (cancer), Sherry Dreps (treated for cancer), Daryl Bense (brain
bleed & very confused), Janet Schneider (recovering from hernia surgery),
Dustin Traw (seriously ill), Bonnie Nobbe (in ICU), Greg Colber (racing
bike accident)
We Pray for Those in the Service of Our Nation: Alicia Kirkley, Dustin
Bender, Aaron Bommarito, Alex Naumann, Paul Doty
We Pray for Our Missionaries and Special Missions: Immanuel’s
Preschool; Eric, Linda, Michael & Julia Funke; Unity Lutheran Elementary
School (East St. Louis, IL); Immanuel’s Mission Team

May 2020 Altar Flowers
The 2020 Flower Chart is posted on the bulletin board in the narthex. Sign up for the
weekend you would like! As your weekend approaches, Sandy Thompson, our flower
coordinator, will contact you to give you more details.

March 2020 Official Acts

Total Deposits
Total Expenses
Over/(Short)

$ 56,228.87
$ 49,565.17
$ 6,663.70

March 31, 2020 Balances:
Checking
$ 12,304.83
Scholarship Fund
$ 9,830.40
Nobbe Mem. Fund $
0.00
Narthex Fund
$
443.29
Tuckpointing Fund $
353.00
Loan
$351,601.09
2020 Year to Date:
Deposits
$122,767.07
Expenses
$132,276.78
Over/(Short)
$ (9,509.71)
Unpaid Obligations $
0.00

February 2020 Church
Attendance
February 2020 (4)
February 2019 (3)

889
677

2020 Weekly Average (as of 2/29):
232
As of 2/29/20, there were 916
baptized members.

Want to Stay Up to Date?

Baptism:

Go to our website
(immanuelwaterloo.org) and check it
out! Be sure to subscribe to the
calendar, and you’ll have the most
May 2020 Worship Helpers
up to date info on Immanuel’s
activities and events. Also, check out
At this time, we will not have any worship
all of the info available right on our
helpers as we will not have any regular
home page. Notice that something is
in-person services. We will certainly keep you
updated as we pray we get back to our regular
missing? Let us know!
services soon.

•

3/1/20—Jacob Edward Stumpf, son of Sam &
Stephanie nee Pflum Stumpf
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CONFIRMATION SUNDAY
The fourth Sunday in April is typically when we
celebrate Confirmation Sunday with our 8th graders as
they are confirmed and partake in the Lord’s Supper
for this first time in front of our congregation.

Immanuel’s Preschool is now registering for
the 2020/21 school year!
$50.00 Non-Refundable Registration Fee:
Charged each school year per child. Enrollment
forms and fee should be completed and turned in
together to ensure preferred placement.

Those 8th graders are Addie Janssen, Ali Kloeppel,
Lauren Patterson, Autumn Whelan, and Tucker
Wilson. Please keep our confirmation students in your
prayers as they await the time when they can receive
God's gifts at the altar.
Once this situation passes, we’ll set the date for this
very important event along with the readings of their
Confirmation verse essays.

School Hours, Drop Off and Pick Up:
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Monday-Friday
Drop off between 8:20-8:40 am and pickup is
promptly at 12:00 pm.
•
•
•
•

Flexible scheduling
Open to 3-6 year olds
You choose! May attend 2—5 days per week
Pricing varies based on how many days per
week you choose!
Full day options available! (In conjunction
with Camp Wartburg)
We are working on some new and exciting
additions, so stay tuned!

From Miss Linda…

•

I have missed seeing church family faces. Cannot wait until
we can worship together again.

•

Preschool days are quite different right now. All kids are
staying home. Ms. Deborah and I are taking turns doing
Facebook Live lessons. We do Bible story, ABC time, 123
time, hands-on activities and storybook time. On
Wednesdays, we have a snack Zoom meeting with our
students.

Visit our website (www.immanuelwaterloo.org) or
contact the office (immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com
or 939-6480) for more information or to get a
registration packet.

We have waived tuition for half of March and all of April
and May. It was important that we do this to support of our
preschool families. Last week we were approved for the
federal payroll reimbursement loan/grant. Ms. Deborah and I
are continuing to be paid. These are all God’s blessings and
we are thankful.
We are still working on a mitigation plan in case it is needed
for our 2020-21 school year. Currently, we are only
enrolling 8 students per day for the fall in accordance to government regulations for public places. All other
registrations will be placed on a waiting list, with hopes that each will be able to be enrolled before fall. We are sure the
state will develop procedures for schools to follow. We will follow those guidelines. Currently, the building is cleaned
once a week. We will need to consider having the school cleaned and disinfected six days a week to cover preschool and
Sunday School.
On Palm Sunday, Ms. Deborah, Bob and I drove to each student’s house to wave to them from the driveway and deliver
an Easter bag with Easter eggs and crafts, along with a palm leaf.
We are having a End-of-the-School-Year/Graduation Parade on Friday, May 1st between 4:00-5:00 pm for all of our
students. Student families will drive through our decorated parking lot and be greeted by teachers, pastors and church
members. They will receive a certificate along with a their very own Bible, a spring art project and other goodies.
God Bless everyone. Reach out if you are in need of anything. We are there for you.
Peace,
Linda Polansky
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An Update from
Our Missionary
Partners
Funke News: Change
We knew March would be a month
of great change for us. We had no
idea that it would be a month of great change for all of you as well. In
this time of waiting and prayer, we are taking joy in simple pleasures,
such as blowing bubbles, listening to music, talking to friends by
phone, and laughing with our children. As we all adapt to many
changes in our lives and in our world, may we cling to God’s love,
which is our constant.
Returning to the U.S.
On March 4, we flew from Mwanza to Nairobi to Doha to Dallas. The
only snag in our trip was in Nairobi when we learned that Qatar
Airways only allows one free extra piece per child. We had two car
seats and a double stroller. Thankfully, we found someone willing to
wrap our two car seats together with plastic wrap so that they became
one piece, and our journey continued. The trip felt surreal with so many
people wearing face masks, and it was a bit unnerving when the person
sitting directly in front of Linda, Michael, and Julia coughed for the
entire 16-hour flight from Doha to Dallas. By God’s grace, we had no
problems getting through immigration in Dallas. Our children’s green
cards will be mailed to us, and their Certificates of U.S. Citizenship
should follow after that.
On March 5, we had an overnight layover in Dallas, surprising Linda’s
dad at his birthday dinner. He had no idea we were coming. :-) If you
would like to see the video of the surprise, you can go to
www.facebook.com/AFunkeTimeInTanzania/videos. Then on March 6,
we flew from Dallas to St. Louis. On Saturday March 7, we enjoyed a
belated 5th birthday party for Julia with our Funke family in St. Louis.
How COVID-19 is Affecting Tanzania
As of April 3, Tanzania has 20 confirmed cases of COVID-19 and has 1
death due to COVID-19. So far, all the confirmed cases have been
centered around Dar Es Salaam, Zanzibar, and Arusha. The Tanzanian
government has closed all schools and canceled all sports and political
rallies until at least April 18. Religious services are still permitted at
this point. The U.S. Embassy has evacuated all but two of its personnel.
Only one airline is now making international flights out of Tanzania.
Many of our American friends in Tanzania have evacuated, and others
are preparing for a period of isolation in Tanzania. Please join us in
praying that COVID-19 does not spread in Tanzania.
This is just a part of the April 2020 newsletter written by Eric & Linda Funke
on April 4, 2020. Would you like to be added to their email list? If so, email
Eric & Linda at Linda.Funke@GlobalLutheranOutreach.com and let them
know.

Pastor Demski’s letter...continued…
We pray “Lord, have mercy!” and “Come
quickly, O Lord” as we face times of fear and
pestilence. And as we cry out we know that
our heavenly Father hears. He is not deaf or
unreliable God. He is your loving Father who
continues to provide for you. That’s the point.
Your loving Father still forgives your sins
and gives you life through His son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord! Amen.
Always feel free to contact Pastor Troup or
me if you desire God’s gifts or to gather with
the saints when we have service. We’re
happy to answer questions and serve you
however we are able.
And, dear saints, once again...nothing has
changed.
The Lord be with you!

GROUNDSKEEPER/
MAINTENANCE
POSITION
As of May 31, 2020, our
groundskeeper/
maintenance man, Ken
Schanz, will be retiring after
serving in this position for
10.5 years. Thank you,
Ken, for your faithful
service!
The Board of Church
Properties is now taking
applications, so if you or
someone you know may be
interested, please contact
the church office or one of
the pastors.

WORSHIP SERVICES
(For now)

SUNDAYS
9:00 am (Facebook Live!)
11:00 am, 1:00 pm & 3:00 pm
Holy Communion is celebrated at each service.
If you plan to attend a service, you MUST call or email Pastor
Demski beforehand.

2020

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Please call or email Lisa or one of the pastors.
They will be in and out of the office at various
times but are always available if you need anything
or have questions.
Pastor Demski’s day off is Thursday.
Pastor Troup’s day off is Monday.

Don’t forget to visit us on the web…
immanuelwaterloo.org
You’ll find our weekly announcements and
updates, our calendar, VBS & Preschool
info, and other important news!

May God continue to bless you:
Change Service Requested
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