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From Our Administrative Pastor… 

Greetings in Christ, 
 
Lent is just around the corner. Ash Wednesday (2/26) starts us on a Lenten journey of        
repentance and faith to the cross and resurrection of Jesus. As we go on that journey we’re 
going to talk about some of the imagery that we commonly hear about during the Lenten   
season. It sounds like Immanuel did something similar just before I arrived, but this will have 
some different elements to it. 
 
As we prepare for this journey there are some things to keep in mind.  
 
The first new thing is that we will have an earlier service time.    
Lenten midweek services will start at 6:30 pm rather than 7:30 pm. 
So, dinner will start at 5, service at 6:30 and then midweek class will 
start around 7:15 (depending on how long the service goes). 
 
The second thing to keep in mind is the order of service we’ll be  
using. Immanuel hasn’t been too familiar with it, but I believe it will be a blessing. Ash 
Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday will feel like they do every year with our Divine 
Service settings, but our other gatherings will use the Service of Prayer and Preaching found 
in LSB. I encourage you to pull out your hymnal on the upcoming Sundays leading up to Lent 
and glance at the Service of Prayer and Preaching that starts on page 260. It will be a little 
modified, but overall you’ll get an idea of the flow of our time together. 
 
As we gather around God’s Word at 6:30 using the Service of Prayer and Preaching, we’ll dig 
into some Objects of Lent. Ash Wednesday will focus on our mortality and life of repentance 
seen in dust and ash. Midweek 1 will look at the bowl of water used by Pontius Pilate to wash 
his hands of the “Jesus problem” and where true washing is given. Midweek 2 will reflect on 
the robe used to mock Jesus and how he has clothed us in His righteousness by going to the 
cross. Midweek 3 will dig into the crown of thorns which revealed Christ to be the king of all 
creation. Midweek 4 will focus on the nails used to put God’s perfect servant on the cross. 
Midweek 5 will look at the dice/lots used to divide our Lord’s garments and how God is in 
control of all things. Maundy Thursday will bring us to our Lord’s Table as we reflect on the 
wonder of bread and wine being His body and blood to forgive our sins. Finally, on Good 
Friday we step to the foot of the cross. We look at an instrument of death which  became a 
tool of unending life. 
 
I don’t know about you, but I’m looking forward to going on this journey together. We’ll go 
through these weeks of Lenten reflection and repentance as we prepare for the festival of 
Christ’s resurrection. The flow of the church year and the seasons are a wonderful testament 
to the consistency and mercy of our Heavenly Father. Again and again, we hear his word  
proclaimed to us. We live through the seasons of Christ and remember the life we have in 
Him. 
 
The Lord be with you! 

 

Lenten midweek  
services will start at 
6:30 pm rather than 

7:30 pm. 

Lenten Theme: Objects of Lent 
 

Dust & Ashes, Bowl of Water, Robe, 
Crown of Thorns, Nails, Dice/Lots, 

Bread & Wine, Cross 

mailto:immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com
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1 John 3:1.  See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should 
be called children of God; and so we are. 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters of Immanuel, 
 

In many world religions, calling God your Father is thought to be 
disrespectful, even blasphemous.  According to these religions,    
people have a master/slave relationship with God.  People are to   
submit to God and do what he says.  If you do what he says, if your 
service to God is good enough, then you just might make it to heaven.  
More than that, when you face hardships in life and bad things      
happen to you, this shows that God isn’t your Father.  This shows that 
God is punishing you. 
 

This view is worlds away from the gospel of Jesus Christ.  When  
Jesus’ disciples asked him to teach them to pray, he taught them the 
Lord’s Prayer.  The prayer which begins, “Our Father, who art in 
heaven.”  In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus tenderly invites us to call on 
God as our Father.  To view him as our life giver, provider, and    
protector who loves us with an amazing, sacrificial love.  And in 1 
John 3:1, the verse at the top of the page, John reminds us that God in 
love calls us his children.  Even though our sinful thoughts, words 
and actions separate us from God, we’re so valuable to God that he 
sent Jesus into the world to take away our sin.  To bring us complete 
forgiveness and reconciliation with God through Jesus’ life,          
suffering, death and resurrection.  And this isn’t just a future thing.  
It’s here and now.  After John reminds us that we are called children 
of God, he adds “and so we are.”  We are God’s sons and daughters 
right now.   We call God “Abba, Father” right now.  We have an   
intimate, close, loving relationship with God right now. 
 

So why do bad things still happen to us?  When we suffer hardship, is 
God punishing us?  Does it mean that God isn’t our Father?  The  
Bible clearly answers this question.  In Hebrews 12:7-9 the author 
states: “It is for discipline that you have to endure.  God is treating 
you as sons.  For what son is there whom his father does not          
discipline?  If you are left without discipline, in which all have      
participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.  Besides 
this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected 
them.  Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and 
live?”  In other words, when we have struggles, God is shaping us.  
Disciplining us.  Teaching us.  Because he loves us.  He does this 
because he wants us to be his strong and courageous sons and   
daughters.   
 

I mentioned in a sermon a few weeks ago that God often allows us to 
reap the consequences of our sinful behavior.  This isn’t done to 
crush us.  This isn’t punitive.  It’s corrective.  God wants us, with the 
help of the Holy Spirit, to learn and correct the bad behavior.  God in 
his love reaches out to us with a father’s discipline.  We are TRULY 
the children of God.  God bless you as you enjoy the perfect love of 
God the Father through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

Love in Christ, 

From Our Associate Pastor… A Note from Our Music Director... 
 

From Exodus to Stir the Ashes... 
 
The month of February will be filled with a va-
riety of music selections. 
 
“Exodus” will be played by Agape Ringers 
early in the month. The word “exodus” brings 
to mind the thought of “exiting”...think about 
the Israelites who wanted to leave Egypt.....and 
kept being told “no” when Moses cried “let my 
people go!” This bell selection is filled 
with dramatic chords that create a sense of 
“pleading” to enter a new land. 
 
Immanubells will lead the congregation in  
singing verses from the well-known 
hymn “What a Friend we Have in Jesus.” 
They are also diligently working on a new piece 
which is also familiar to many.... “What   
Wondrous Love is This.”  Both of these music 
selections bring to mind our most wonderful 
and best friend....Jesus! 
 
The Adult Choir will share “Hear Me, O My 
Precious Love.” The words of the anthem   
remind us that we can “call upon our Lord 
and Savior” at any time. The tones of this piece 
overlap as treble and bass voice phrases are 
sung back to back. 
 
At the end of the month, a small ensemble will 
sing "Stir the Ashes." This is a simple, yet 
moving piece with these words: 
 
Stir the ashes, make the sign, mark us with the 
shadowed cross, 
where our Savior died and suffered, where we 
gained at His great cost. 
Guide us on our Lenten journey as we march 
t'ward Easter morn, 
Fill us with the Spirits promise; All the lost can 
be re-born. 
Give us wisdom, give us courage, give us pow'r 
to do what's right. 
And when night's cold dark is deepest....turn 
our darkness into light. 
 
The above are just some of the music pieces 
that will be shared in worship in February. May 
all of the music prepared for worship be a 
blessing to our worshippers. 
 
    Serving Him, 
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February Birthdays & 
Anniversaries 

Parish Leaders  
 

Pastors: 
 
Rev. Merritt Demski, 847-254-9666      Administrative 
Rev. Dr. Tony Troup, 618-340-8375       Associate 
 

Church & School Staff: 
 
Lisa Clamors, 618-719-4954   Office Secretary  
Ann Frank, 282-6597         Music Director 
Sandy Mueller          Housekeeping 
Ken Schanz      Groundskeeper/Maintenance 
Linda Polansky, 618-980-3475       Preschool Director 
Deborah Joellenbeck        Preschool Aide 
 

Church Council: 
 
Wayne Collmeyer, 618-719-7235        President  
Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907       Vice-President 
Cathie Collmeyer, 314-749-3772       Secretary 
David Powell, 618-974-9222        Treasurer 
Shirley Elmore, 939-3216      Financial Secretary 
Taryn Niemeyer, 939-7982      Christian Education 
Allen Jacobs, 939-3035   Church Properties 
Colby Crook, 618-910-2825 Evangelism/Fellowship 
Sandy Mueller, 618-420-1373       Social Ministry 
Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907   Spiritual Ministry 
Pat Kelly, 636-373-2967           Stewardship 
Cathy Whelan, 618-612-3150       Youth Ministry 
 

Other Volunteers: 
 
Lisa Clamors     Sunday School Superintendent 
Marilyn Collette         Head Sacristan 
Stephanie Brandt           Sacristans 
Shirley Elmore 
Diana Heins 
Valerie Zeisset 
Sandy Thompson        Flower Coordinator 
 

Field Education Students: 
 
Travis Henry, 2nd year            716-223-0496 
Hayden Brown, 1st year      309-231-2183 

 
Have you ever thought about joining one of  

Immanuel's Boards or committees? If so, please  
contact the appropriate person listed above. 

Happy Birthday 
to… 
 

1  Aaron Bommarito  
3  Danielle Boker  
 Thomas Ervin  
 Rich Hitzemann  
 Dean Kohlmeier  
 Connie Rusteberg  
5  Tiffany Bise  
 Caleb Glessner 
 David Herschbach 
6  Jennifer Downing  
 Cam Rubemeyer  
 Susan Stratman  
7  Cooper Black 
 Pam Schrader
 Derek Smothers 
8  Sandra Halt  
9  Allie Snodgrass  
10  Travis Ervin  
 Angela Stratman 
 Amanda Westfall  
 Brian Wiese  
11  Mia Nichols  
 Lilly Prather 
 Nathan Voges  
12 Eric White 
13  Jeremy Kettler  
14  McKenna Menke 
 Teri Metter  
 Autumn Whelan  
15  Dean Harbison  
 Perry Koch  
16 Damian Becker 
 Tyler Cooley 
17  Kelly Black  
 Iva Mesnarich  
 Pam Nagel  
18  Derek Carr 
 Michelle Kettler 
19  Nancy Alu 
 Everly Dethrow 
 Jennifer Dieterle 
 Delaney Halt 
 Brent Naumann 
20  Barb Vernier 
 David Wiese 
21  Jack Netzeband 
 Lori Roberts 
22  Harold Daugherty 
 

23  Chuck Keller 
 Connor Perjak 
24  Sandy Benyo 
 Spencer Kettler 
 Doug Land 
26  Landrie Ervin 
 Heather Griffin 
 Jason Valerius 
 Nick Valerius 
 Andrew Wiese 
27  Paul Hoeffken 
 Susan Vogt 
 

Happy Anniversary 
to… 
 

6  Dean & Linda Harbison (27) 
14 Wade & Diane Marshall (50) 
19 Bob & Cynthia Stueve (43) 
22 Cal & Carol Neeman (34) 
25 Clay & Debbie Metzger (25) 
29 Mitchell & Dawn  
   Rubemeyer (28) 
 

Happy Birthday and 
Happy Anniversary to 

all celebrating in  
February! 

Looking for a 
Few Volunteers 

 
We are looking for a few more 

volunteers to serve at  
Immanuel in various ministries 

& roles. 
 

Media Team—Ushers—
Greeters—Sunday School  

Teachers/Helpers 
 

If you would like to help out in 
any of these ways, please 
contact the church office. 
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Elders‘ Shepherding 
Program  

(Families whose last name begins with)  

A-B    Rodney Clamors, 618-719-4023 
C-D    Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033 
E-Ha   Scott Janssen, 214-629-6975 
He-Hu   Bob Polansky, 618-979-0918 
J-K    Tyson Bradley, 618-713-1913 
L-Mel   Kevin Wheat, 939-1985 
Men-My  Cal Neeman, 939-5137 
N-P    Elden Niemeyer, 939-7982 
R-Sche   Larry Taake, 939-4757 
Schi-Sw   Greg Wiegand, 618-410-1500 
T-Wel   Kevin Whelan, 939-1985 
Wem-Z   Larry Goessling, 618-322-6555 
Elders & Pastors: Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907 
 

Have a question or would like to speak to your 
elder, feel free to call him anytime. 

Board of Social Ministry: 
 
February:  LCFS Christmas Wish Lists 
 

Items needed include diapers size newborn, 4, 5, & 6, Pull-
ups, laundry detergent, baby juice, toddler snacks, toddler 
meals, spill proof cups, Aveeno wash & lotion, infant Tylenol 
& Motrin, gift cards to Wal-Mart. You can drop your           
donations in the wooden box in the narthex or in Lisa’s    
office. 
 
Bi-County Backpack Program: 
 

This is an ongoing collection that supports children in Red 
Bud, Valmeyer, and Waterloo throughout the year.  See the 
weekly bulletins for a list of items needed, and place those 
donations in the collection box in the narthex.  Thank you! 
 
Sunday School: 
 
February:  LCMS World Relief and Human Care 
 

Each month, the Sunday School classes take a monetary 
offering for a specific charity. Thank you to all of the Pre-K 
through 8th grade students that contribute to these          
collections each month! 

Monthly Collections 

For Men: 
 Tuesdays at 6:30 am at Burger 
King. The group is studying a video 
series on Islam and is led by Pastor 
Troup. 
 
For Women: 
 We’re taking a break right now.  

Watch for updates!  (Would anyone like to lead this study? If so, please contact 
the church office.) 

 
For All Adults: 
 Sundays at 9:00 am in the overflow room. A study called “Roaming through 

Romans,” led by Pastor Troup. 
 Sundays at 9:00 am in the church basement kitchen. Led by Scott & Jen 

Janssen and Tim Scheibe, this class has a faith development and parenting 
focus. Feel free to bring your little ones, too! 

 Wednesdays at 9:30 am in the overflow room.  A study of the History of God’s 
People led by Pastor Demski. 

 
For Pre-K—College: 
 Preschool—2nd grade: Sundays at 9:00 am in the education   building. Led by 

Pam Nagel, Sandy Mueller, Deborah Joellenbeck, and Lisa Clamors. 
 3rd—6th grades: Sundays at 9:00 am in the church basement. Led by Millie 

Menke & Gayle Mesnarich. 
 7th & 8th grades: Sundays at 9:00 am in the multipurpose room. “Our Disciples, 

They Wrote Us a Letter” led by Alan Stumpf and Travis Henry.  Parents are 
welcome to attend, too. 

 High school and College-age: Sundays at 9:00 am in the youth room. Led by 
Pastor Demski. 

Lids for Benches! 
Can You Help? 

 
Thank you to all who helped 

with sorting, cleaning &    
washing 300 lb. of lids in     

November.  We got lots of 
work done, but keep collecting 

those plastic lids for our 
Preschool. 

 
Here’s what we can collect… 

all plastic lids (up to 8” wide) 
from food items (no fast food 
lids though), medicine bottles, 

soda, laundry detergent, 
cleaning products, hairspray, 

etc.  Only the lids, not the   
bottles.  Also, we are asking 
that you clean them (rinse in 
soap & water and dry them) 
before bringing them to us.  
This will help out greatly!  

Thank you! 
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In Our Prayers... 
 
Please note:  The names listed below will remain on our public prayer list for two 
weeks unless the church office is notified otherwise.  Thank you. 
 

We Pray for our Fellow Parishioners: Millie Menke, Sandy 
Moore,   Perry Koch, Ruby Muench, Lana Mueller, Roger Schanz, 
Keda Bachelier, Bernell Bachelier, Nola Cottner, Tyler Cooley, Iva 
Mesnarich, Wade Marshall, Hazel Moeckel, Judy Hitzemann, Norine 
Stumpf 
 
We Pray for Friends and Relatives of Parishioners:  Michael  
Washausen, Nina Van Kamp, Ken Horn, Nicole Bachelier, Gordon 
Curd, Steven Muench, Sarah Castelli, Glenda Manion, Brian Parks, 
Pat Bolañius, Patrick Bolañius, Debbie Dugas, Susan Martin, Brian 
Nelson, Frank Atkins, Rick Jones, Edward Rahe, Karlie Swisher 
(Fribee), Robbie Haudrich, Jean Stroisch, Elsa Weimerslage 
 
We Pray for Those in the Service of Our Nation: Alicia Kirkley, 
Dustin   Bender, Aaron Bommarito, Alex Naumann, Paul Doty 
 
We Pray for Our Missionaries and Special Missions: Immanuel’s  
Preschool; Eric, Linda, Michael & Julia Funke (Tanzania); Unity Lu-
theran Elementary School (East St. Louis, IL); Immanuel’s Mission 
Team 

February 2020 Altar Flowers 

2/1—2/2  open 
2/8—2/9  Given by the Board of Social Ministry in honor of our 
newest members being honored at our “Meet & Greet” Potluck 
 

2/15—2/16 open 
2/22—2/23 open 
 
The 2020 Flower Chart is posted on the bulletin board in the narthex. Sign up for the 
weekend you would like! As your weekend approaches, Sandy Thompson, our flower              
coordinator, will contact you to give you more details. 

Total Deposits   $  31,099.99 
Total Expenses   $  39,025.09 
Over/(Short)    $   (7,925.10) 
 

November 30, 2019 Balances: 
Checking    $    3,587.03 
Scholarship Fund  $    9,786.03 
Nobbe Mem. Fund $       452.11 
Narthex Fund  $       483.27 
Tuckpointing Fund $  17,373.00 
Loan     $356,646.24 
 

2019 Year to Date: 
Deposits          $438,914.99 
Expenses         $461,205.07 
Over/(Short)   $ (22,290.08) 
Unpaid Obligations     $           0.00 

November Finances 

Do You Have an 
Email Address? 

 

Did you know that you could be 
a good steward by receiving 

our newsletter via e-mail?  Call 
or e-mail the church office and 
let Lisa know to remove you 
from the mailing list and add 

you to the e-mail list. 

There is a large 
trash can in the 
kitchen for your 
cans. If you 
have a large 
amount and put 
them in trash 
bags, you can put the bags over 
by the white shed at the corner of 
the parking lot. Thank you for    
being good stewards and for    
supporting our young people! 

Total Deposits   $152,202.95* 
Total Expenses   $130,895.44* 
Over/(Short)    $  21,307.51 
 

*includes an $85,000 bequest deposited then put 
in our endowment trust fund 
 

December 31, 2019 Balances: 
Checking    $  21,307.51 
Scholarship Fund  $    9,807.50 
Nobbe Mem. Fund $       452.11 
Narthex Fund  $       483.27 
Tuckpointing Fund $  20,448.00 
Loan     $355,393.28 
 

2019 Year to Date: 
Deposits          $588,658.07 
Expenses         $592,105.51 
Over/(Short)   $   (3,447.44) 
Unpaid Obligations     $           0.00 

December Finances 

Vacation Bible School 
June 15-19 

Riverforest Explorers 
 

Watch the bulletins for more      
details in the coming months… 
Open to children ages 3-12... 
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New Members: 
 

 December 24—Joseph Powers received by   
Profession of Faith 

 December 29—Bob & Carol Kassel received by 
transfer from Immanuel Lutheran Church in   
Altamont, IL 

 
Baptism: 

 

 November 10—Mildred Lydia Powers 
 

Funerals: 
 

 November 26—Juanita Kelly (non-member) 

 December 2—Erwin Liefer 
 

Transfers Out: 
 

 Jim & Janet Crawford to Redeemer Lutheran 
Church in Springfield, MO 

November & December 2019 
Official Acts 

November & December 2019 
Church Attendance 

November 2019 (4)   891 
November 2018 (4)   934 

 
December 2019 (5)   1184 
December 2018 (5)   1202 

 
2019 Weekly Average (as of 12/31):  221 

 
As of 12/31/19, there were 915 baptized  

members. 

THANK YOU! 
 

Thanks to all the  
bakers, crafters and 
helpers during the 

Cookie Walk & Craft 
Fair in December.  

You made this event 
a great success!  A 

special thanks to the 
youth that helped 

bake and the many 
who iced and       

decorated cutout 
cookies before the 

event. The            
multipurpose room 
was full of delicious 

cookies, and we sold 
out this year!   

 
We raised over 
$2,000 to help  

Immanuel’s  
Preschool with       

expenses as they 
continue their        

outreach to the youth 
here in our church 
and community. 

BASIC helps the Jr High and High School members of our congregation grow 
together as the body of Christ. That happens primarily on Sunday mornings at 
the Divine Service and in Bible Study, but we also get together for fun,        
fellowship, and service activities throughout the year.  Remember, youth group 
is for youth in grades  6-12, and your friends are always welcome! 
 

You can join the Immanuel BASIC Facebook group and email 
pastor.demski@gmail.com to be added to the weekly email list for the newest 
updates. 
 

MONTHLY YOUTH NIGHTS!  Youth nights will 
be held on the 3rd  Sundays of each month (in general) 
from 6-8 pm. Locations to be determined. Our Febru-
ary youth night will be held on Sunday, February 
16th. 
 

HIGH SCHOOL BIBLE STUDY!   Remember  to 
join us on Sundays in the youth room from 9-10 am for 
Bible study! 
 

Watch the bulletins and Pastor Demski’s emails for 
info on our upcoming events! 

BASIC Youth Group News! 

Ash Wednesday is February 26, 2020! 
Services—9:00 am & 6:30 pm  Dinner—5-6:15 pm 

mailto:pastor.demski@gmail.com
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Want to Stay Up to Date? 
Go to our website (immanuelwaterloo.org) and check it out!  Be sure to subscribe to the calendar, 
and you’ll have the most up to date info on Immanuel’s activities and events.  Also, check out all of 
the info available right on our home page.  Notice that something is missing?  Let us know! 

immanuelwaterloo.org
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February 2020 Worship Helpers 

Saturday Accompanists: 
 

Ron Jones—2/1, 2/15, 2/22, 2/29 
 

Joan Ruwald—2/8 

Collator: 
 

Nede & Bernell Bachelier 

Coffee & 
Goodies 

 
Coffee & various 
baked goods are 
available in the  

narthex on Sunday 
mornings! What a 

fun (& yummy) way 
to enjoy fellowship 
before or after our 

services! Any 
freewill donations 

benefit the mission 
work of our  

Women’s Christian 
Ministry. 

Sunday,  

Feb. 9 
 

11:15 am 
(following the 10:15 am 

service) 

 

The Board of Social Ministry is hosting this event and will 

be providing the meat, bread & drinks.  We are asking  

families to bring a side dish/salad or dessert.   
 

If your last name begins with A-M, please bring a dessert.  

If your last name begins with N-Z, please bring a side dish 

or salad. 
 

No RSVP needed and all are welcome! 

IMPORTANT 
 

Ushers’ 
Meeting 

 
Sun., Feb. 16 

11:30 am 
(following the 10:15 

am service) 

 
We’ll be    

chatting about 
duties and  

giving a few 
updates. 
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An Update from Our Missionary  
Partners 

 

Funke News: Trust 
  
‘Tis the season for New Year’s resolutions. Here are some of our 
goals for 2020: pass off our responsibilities here in Tanzania, sort 
through everything in our house, finish well, say goodbye to   
beloved friends, fly to the U.S., get U.S. citizenship for our kids, 
buy a car, present at all of our partner churches one last time, 
move to Dallas, get professional licensure, find jobs, find a place 
to live, find a good school for our kids, and figure out how to live 
in the U.S. again. Truly, the tasks ahead seem huge and           
exhausting. Yet, we have an amazing God. In my personal devotion time, the word “trust” keeps coming to the forefront. 
This year will require us to trust God in so many aspects of our lives. This past month we have been inspired by others 
who have likewise demonstrated their trust in God.  
 
Cheryl is Coming!  
We are so excited to share that Cheryl Kruckemeyer has reached her financial goal for departure! Thank you to all who 
contributed to her upcoming ministry! She still has more money to raise in order to be fully funded for the year, but with 
trust in God’s ability to provide, she will be flying to Tanzania January 22-24. She will spend a week with us in Mwadui 
so that we can introduce her to more people and help her settle. Then she will travel to Iringa on February 1st for two 
months of Swahili language school. She will arrive back in Mwadui in time for Easter and will begin teaching at 
Mwadui Lutheran Secondary School after the Easter break. Praise the Lord!  
 
Graduation and Installation of Church Leaders  
On December 7, we traveled to Kahama so we could celebrate with five new deaconesses, eight new pastors, and many 
new parish workers and evangelists as they graduated from the Makala Bible Training Center. Linda spoke at the     
graduation and presented each new deaconess with a deaconess stole from her deaconess community in the U.S. She also 
presented a beautiful banner to all of the Tanzanian deaconesses which was handmade by some of her deaconess sisters 
in the U.S. They loved it! We stayed the night in a hotel in Kahama and returned to the church the next day for the grand 
celebration. During the five hour service, Bishop Makala installed new staff members, members of the executive counsel 
and district pastors, consecrated the new deaconesses, and ordained the new pastors. We are so thankful for all of these 
servants of God who trust God with their lives and are committed to serving God and their communities.  
 
Christmas & New Year’s  
The week of Christmas was filled with making Christmas cookies, hosting a cookie decorating party for neighborhood 
kids, helping Pastor Julia deliver three goats, other food supplies, and underclothes to the children at Buhangija Center, 
and hosting a showing of The Nativity Story movie at our church. On Christmas Day we celebrated the birth of Jesus 
with our church family, opened presents from our family in the U.S. (which by God’s grace arrived the day before), 
showed our kids the video we had put together of our family safari earlier this year, and enjoyed a delicious lunch with 
the Nzelu family. The weekend after Christmas we traveled to Mwanza to visit friends. We are thankful to the Berry- 
Stableins for watching our kids so we could see The Rise of Skywalker. Our New Year’s Day got off to a rocky start as 
Linda was diagnosed with an amoeba. However while Linda rested, Eric and the kids enjoyed a delicious lunch with our 
dear friends Abel and Mercy, who also happened to host us for our very first New Year’s in Tanzania seven years ago.  
 
Other Happenings  
This month we finished out the 2019 school year, both at the secondary school and in homeschooling our kids. On 
Dec.10, Eric led a training at our school for administrators from six different area schools, teaching them to use the 
gradebook and scheduling programs he designed. On Dec. 19, we celebrated the 20th anniversary of our neighbors and 
dear friends, Yohana and Lilian Nzelu. On Dec. 22, Michael lost his second tooth. We have had so many causes for   
celebration this month, and we trust that God will continue to lead us and this community in 2020!  
 
This is just a part of the January 2020 newsletter written by Eric & Linda Funke on January 2, 2020.  Would you like to be   added 
to their email list?  If so, email Eric & Linda at Linda.Funke@GlobalLutheranOutreach.com and let them know. 

mailto:Linda.Funke@GlobalLutheranOutreach.com


 

WORSHIP SERVICES  
 

SATURDAY 
5:30 pm 

 

SUNDAY 
7:45 am & 10:15 am 

 
Holy Communion is celebrated at every Saturday     
service, at the 7:45 am service on the 2nd and 4th   

Sundays of each month, and at the 10:15 am service 
on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of each month. 

  

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  
 

Monday – Friday 
8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

 
Pastor Demski’s day off is Thursday. 

Pastor Troup’s day off is Monday. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church  
522 S. Church Street  
Waterloo, IL 62298  

 

May God continue to bless you:  
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Don’t forget to visit us on the web… 
immanuelwaterloo.org 

You’ll find our weekly announcements and 
updates, our calendar, VBS & Preschool 

info, and other important news! 
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immanuelwaterloo.org

