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From Our Administrative Pastor… 

Greetings in Christ, 
 
It seems like only yesterday we were getting ready for Halloween and Reformation         
celebrations and now it’s...how does the song put it?... “Beginning to look at lot like      
Christmas.” 
 
During the Advent season, we prepare our hearts and minds to celebrate Christ’s birth 
into this world. Back on March 25th, the church celebrated The Annunciation. That’s 
when we remember the angelic visitation to Mary telling her that she would conceive 
the God-man in her womb. Now, nine months later, we prepare to celebrate Jesus’ 
birth. 
 
John tells us that Jesus is God’s Word. Jesus is God who has come to tabernacle 
among us (See John 1). In other words, God came to earth to pitch His tent with us to 
live with us and save us. How amazing! Do you know what’s more amazing? God 
continues to do this!!! 
 
We certainly await Christ’s return in glory with eager anticipation, and yet He    
promises to be with us always, even to the end of the age (Matthew 28). He promises 
that where two or more are gathered around His name, He’s there (Matthew 18)! 
When we gather for the Divine Service, Jesus is there. 
 
Church is not the serenity of the middle of the woods. Church is not the food kitchen. 
Church is the gathering of God’s people around the name of Jesus. When Jesus is  
proclaimed, Jesus is there. More than that, He still tabernacles with us in His body 
and blood. When we gather around the Lord’s Table He’s actually there! His body 
and blood are fed to us to strengthen us for the battles we face in this life. He says 
“Take Eat...Take Drink…” and so we do. When people say, “I don’t need to go to 
church, I just pray at home and read my Bible.” That’s good to pray and read the 
Scriptures, but what about receiving Christ’s body and blood? What about gathering 
to be encouraged and taught by others? 
 
We hear in the book of Acts that the disciples gathered on the first day of the week to 
remember the promises of God and the resurrection of Christ. They gathered and sang 
songs, heard the writings of Scripture, including the letters from the apostles teaching 
about Jesus. They encouraged and prayed for one another. They celebrated the Lord’s 
supper together and praised God for His gifts. That’s the pattern the church had for 
centuries. You can even see this pattern discussed in the earliest church liturgies. 
 
Then there were times when people decided to leave the Supper behind for a variety 
of reasons (“If we receive it too much it won’t feel special,” “We get Jesus in the 
Word, why do we need the supper?” “It’s not actually Jesus’ body and blood so why 
bother?” “The Lord’s Supper takes too long.” “How infrequently could we receive 
and still be okay?” etc.).           continued on page 4... 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters of Immanuel, 
 

The traditional family, a home in which a mom and dad are married 
to each other and raise children together, hasn’t received a lot of   
respect lately.  Many people doubt or minimize the positive impact 
that two married people who are parents of the same children have 
when it comes to rearing children.  Many contend that a mom or a 
dad isn’t really needed when it comes to bringing children into   
adulthood.  After all, they say, it takes a village to raise a child.   
Having enough caring people in a child’s life will do the trick. 
 

I disagree.  I truly believe that children need their two parents—
parents who are committed to loving each other in the covenant of 
marriage and who are committed to lovingly raising their children 
together.  To be sure, death and other circumstances often necessitate 
that children live in a one parent home.  My three younger sisters and 
I were raised in a single parent home, and our mom did a great job 
raising her kids!  Our childhood was happy and secure.  But all my 
sisters and I (and my mother) realize and affirm what a blessing the 
traditional family is. 
 

Consider the miracle of Christmas when God came into the world 
bodily to save sinful people.  Jesus chose to be born a man, live a  
perfect human life, and then make atonement for the sins of the world 
by dying on the cross and rising from death.  What’s more, he chose 
to enter the world as a child in a traditional family.  When he was 
born, he had a mom and dad (albeit an adoptive dad) right there to 
care for him.  I picture Joseph being awed and anxious as he holds 
Jesus in his arms.  I picture him washing diapers and bringing meals 
to Mary.  In the years to come, he would protect, teach and the love 
the baby.  And there’s Mary.  I picture her cradling Jesus in her arms, 
nursing him and singing him a lullaby.  I picture her burping him and 
putting him down for a nap.  In the years to come, she would nurture, 
shelter, and love the baby.  This baby would know a mother’s and a 
father’s love. 
 

Certainly Mary and Joseph had help in rearing Jesus.  I’m sure  
neighbors helped keep an eye on Jesus as Mary hung out the wash.  
Relatives may have had Jesus over for a sleepover.  After the Magi 
presented their expensive gifts to the Holy Family, it’s entirely     
possible that Mary and Joseph used those gifts to pay traveling      
expenses when they fled to Egypt.  But there can be no doubt that 
Mary and Joseph were the main caregivers.  They were in charge of 
the child Jesus. 
 

Jesus doesn’t despise the traditional family.  Far from it.  In his love 
for us, he decided to become a man.  He chose to become an infant 
with all those infant needs and limitations.  And he chose to be     
nurtured and cared for by a mom and dad.  A mom and dad who did 
for him what all moms and dads do for their children.  Jesus chose to 
enter our world to bring peace and eternal life to everyone—to moms 
and dads, children and adults, the great and small.  That’s the miracle 
of Christmas.  It’s a miracle that brings joy the heart and praise to our 
lips.  Have a blessed Advent, brothers and sisters.  And Merry  
Christmas! 
 
Love in Christ,        

From Our Associate Pastor… A Note from Our Music  
Director... 
 
Ending 2019 Notes and beginning 2020 
Notes.... 
 
Advent and Christmas Services will be         
celebrated as we end 2019 in the month of   
December. How wonderful to light the candles 
on the outside of the Advent Wreath during the 
weeks of Advent and to finally light the middle 
candle in recognition of Jesus' birth!  The light 
around the wreath becomes brighter and  
brighter as each week during Advent to  
Christmas, another candle gets lit...making the 
wreath resemble a beautiful crown! A crown fit 
for a King! 
 
During Advent, we will prepare our hearts for 
the coming of the King! 
    Prepare the royal highway; The King of  
          kings is near! (LSB 343 vs 1) 
 
And, Christmas will bring us the joy of        
celebrating that our King has come! 
         On Christmas night all Christians sing 
         To hear the news the angels bring, 
         News of great joy, news of great mirth, 
         News of our merciful King's birth.  

(LSB 377 vs 1) 
 
As the New Year 2020 begins... 
+Immanubells will resume practices on Wed, 
Jan 8th @ 6 pm 
+Sunday School Choirs on Sun, Jan 5th prior to 
their lessons 
+Adult Choir on Wed, Jan 15th @ 7 pm 
+Agape Ringers on Wed, Jan 15th @ 8:05 pm 
 
and... 
 
+Consider joining one or more of Immanuel's 
Music Ministries 
+Feel free to contact the Niemeyers 939.7982 
for information about Immanubells 
+Contact myself 314.346.7413 or 
afrank@htc.net for more info about Adult 
Choir, Agape Ringers, Sunday School Choirs 
or Instrumental Ensembles, etc. 
+Check out the Music Ministry information on 
our website 
 
Serving our King, 

mailto:afrank@htc.net
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December & January  
Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Parish Leaders  
 

Pastors: 
 
Rev. Merritt Demski, 847-254-9666      Administrative 
Rev. Dr. Tony Troup, 618-340-8375       Associate 
 

Church & School Staff: 
 
Lisa Clamors, 618-719-4954   Office Secretary  
Ann Frank, 282-6597         Music Director 
Sandy Mueller          Housekeeping 
Ken Schanz      Groundskeeper/Maintenance 
Linda Polansky, 618-980-3475       Preschool Director 
Deborah Joellenbeck        Preschool Aide 
 

Church Council: 
 
Wayne Collmeyer, 618-719-7235        President  
Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907       Vice-President 
Cathie Collmeyer, 314-749-3772       Secretary 
David Powell, 618-974-9222        Treasurer 
Shirley Elmore, 939-3216      Financial Secretary 
Taryn Niemeyer, 939-7982      Christian Education 
Allen Jacobs, 939-3035   Church Properties 
Colby Crook, 618-910-2825 Evangelism/Fellowship 
Sandy Mueller, 618-420-1373       Social Ministry 
Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907   Spiritual Ministry 
Pat Kelly, 636-373-2967           Stewardship 
Cathy Whelan, 618-612-3150       Youth Ministry 
 

Other Volunteers: 
 
Lisa Clamors     Sunday School Superintendent 
Marilyn Collette         Head Sacristan 
Shirley Elmore           Sacristans 
Diana Heins 
Deborah Joellenbeck 
Valerie Zeisset 
Sandy Thompson        Flower Coordinator 
 

Field Education Students: 
 
Travis Henry, 2nd year            716-223-0496 
Hayden Brown, 1st year      309-231-2183 

 
Have you ever thought about joining one of  

Immanuel's Boards or committees? If so, please  
contact the appropriate person listed above. 

Happy Birthday to… 
 
December: 
 
1  Jeremiah Bell 
    Norman Eggemeyer  
2  Jenny Boker 
    Dale Zeisset 
3  Clayton Westfall 
5  Drake Downing  
    Becky Ellis 
    Angie Prescher  
    Barb White  
7  Jeff Filipiak 
    Reba Menke 
8  Olivia Rusteberg 
9  Brenda Schreder 
10 Merry Conway 
11 Nash Bradley 
12 Nede Bachelier 
     Jeffrey Haare 
     Megan Koepke 
     Breanna Parrott 
13 Ny Bartels 
     Christopher Moore 
14 Reese Downing  
     Virginia Horn  
     Deborah Joellenbeck    
     Roy Unterseh 
15 Willa Mae Prange 
16 Myla Eggemeyer 
     Joel Esker 
     Colton Glessner 
17 Vickie Wynn 
18 Derek Heise 
      Jim Stueve 
      Sam Stumpf 
19 Linda Bommarito 
      Sharon Rehmer 
      Elijah Simms 
20 Scott Kirkley 
      Tom Wheatley 
21 Timothy Johnson 
     Greyson Kruse 
     Ava Rehmer 
23 Wayne Hargrave 
24 Lillian Eggemeyer 
      J. T. Englert 
      John Reisner 
26 Evan McDaniel 
      Michael Quinn 
      Haley Vernier 
      Hannah Vernier 
27 Janis Milton 
      Sherri Morris 
28 Robert Mesnarich 
      Bill Stueve 
      Kinley Westfall 

     Melissa Ziegler 
29 Janet Crawford 
      Marvin Henry 
      Louella Lipe 
30  Jenna Hoeffken 
31  Laura Richter 
      Dan Worley 
 
January: 
 
1 Shirley Miller 
2 Stephen Goforth 
3 Marilyn Collette 
 Carol Gruber 
 Leah Worley 
4 Phyllis Brown 
 Wyatt Drewes 
 Roger Kinzinger 
 Joyce McDaniel 
 Sandy Moore 
 Donnie Rusteberg 
5 Jim Bouquet Jr. 
 Dennis Brandt 
 Michael Horn 
 Jenny Jung 
 Gloria Knoke 
7 Darrell Gaitsch 
 Jerry Huck 
8 Candi Bise 
         Alistair Bradley 
 Dustin Dethrow 
 Rosie Fink 
 Scott Janssen 
 Kadin LaRue 
9 Mike Obst 
 Alec Trout 
 Taylor Vernier 
10 Josie Koch 
 Nancy Rodenberg 
 Gladys Ruff 
11 Betty Anne Demski 
 Cal Neeman 
 Daniel Niemeyer 
12 Charlie Lloyd 
 Jackie Nichols 
 Bob Polansky 
13 Bob Elmore 
 John Maag 
 Kelly Mehner 
 Diana Pulcher 
 Ross Schrader 
14 Linda Eggemeyer 
 Samantha Kruse 
 Mike Lloyd 
15 Kimber Prescher 
 Jeremy Roberts 
16 Larry Menke 

continued on page 10... 
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Elders‘ Shepherding 
Program  

(Families whose last name begins with)  

A-B    Rodney Clamors, 618-719-4023 
C-D    Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033 
E-Ha   Scott Janssen, 214-629-6975 
He-Hu   Bob Polansky, 618-979-0918 
J-K    open 
L-Mel   Kevin Wheat, 939-1985 
Men-My  Cal Neeman, 939-5137 
N-P    Elden Niemeyer, 939-7982 
R-Sche   Larry Taake, 939-4757 
Schi-Sw   Greg Wiegand, 618-410-1500 
T-Wel   Kevin Whelan, 939-1985 
Wem-Z   Larry Goessling, 618-322-6555 
Elders & Pastors: Jason Valerius, 314-920-8907 
 

Have a question or would like to speak to your 
elder, feel free to call him anytime. 

Board of Social Ministry: 
 
December:  LCFS Christmas Wish Lists 
 

Gifts are due back by Dec. 8th. You can drop them off in the 
wooden box in the narthex or in Lisa’s office. 
 
Bi-County Backpack Program: 
 

This is an ongoing collection that supports children in Red 
Bud, Valmeyer, and Waterloo throughout the year.  See the 
weekly bulletins for a list of items needed, and place those 
donations in the collection box in the narthex.  Thank you! 
 
Sunday School: 
 
December:  Lutheran Braille Workers 
 

Each month, the Sunday School classes take a monetary 
offering for a specific charity. Thank you to all of the Pre-K 
through 8th grade students that contribute to these          
collections each month! 

Monthly Collections 

For Men: 
 Tuesdays at 6:30 am at 
Burger King. The group is 
studying a video series 
on Islam and is led by 
Pastor Troup. 
 
For Women: 
 Ladies’ Bible Study on     
Thursdays—We’re taking 
a break until January. 

For All Adults: 
 Sundays at 9:00 am in the overflow room. A study called “Roaming 

through Romans,” led by Pastor Troup. 
 Sundays at 9:00 am in the church basement kitchen. Led by Scott 

& Jen Janssen and Tim Scheibe, this class has a faith                
development and parenting focus. Feel free to bring your little 
ones, too! 

 Wednesdays at 9:30 am in the overflow room.  A study of the  
Augsburg Confession led by Pastor Demski. 

 
For Pre-K—College: 
 Preschool—2nd grade: Sundays at 9:00 am in the education   

building. Led by Pam Nagel, Sandy Mueller, Deborah Joellenbeck, 
and Lisa Clamors. 

 3rd—6th grades: Sundays at 9:00 am in the church basement. Led 
by Millie Menke & Gayle Mesnarich. 

 7th & 8th grades: Sundays at 9:00 am in the multipurpose room. 
“Our Disciples, They Wrote Us a Letter” led by Alan Stumpf and 
Travis Henry.  Parents are welcome to attend, too. 

 High school and College-age: Sundays at 9:00 am in the youth 
room. Led by Pastor Demski. 

Pastor Demski’s letter… continued from page 1… 
 

Could you imagine what we would proclaim 
to this community if at every weekend     
service we celebrated around the Word   
given to us in Christ’s body and blood? 
Whether someone came to Saturday      
evening, Sunday morning at 7:45 or 10:15, 
they’d see that Jesus is still dwelling bodily 
with His church to feed His people. We 
would be fed as we taste the proclamation 
that Jesus died once for our sins and now 
comes to feed us by His Word proclaimed, 
preached, washing, and feeding. Wow! 
 

As you prepare for Christmas, remember not 
only that Jesus came to this earth as a baby, 
but remember how He grew up and brought 
in the kingdom of God through His death 
and resurrection and how He still feeds us 
today with Himself as we strive forward in 
the strength He gives us till He returns in 
glory on the last day! He is with you always. 
He forgives your sins and gives you the 
strength to fight the good fight of faith as 
you go out in this world proclaiming Christ 
and loving those 
around you! Amen!   
 

The Lord be with you! 



Page 5 Immanuel  Monthly  

New Member: 
 

 Kathy Clevenger received on 

October 27 by Profession of 
Faith 

 
Deaths: 

 

 October 9—David Jarvis 

October 2019 
Official Acts 

In Our Prayers... 
 
Please note:  The names listed below will remain on our public prayer list for two 
weeks unless the church office is notified otherwise.  Thank you. 
 

We Pray for our Fellow Parishioners: Millie Menke, Sandy 
Moore, Perry Koch, Ruby Muench, Lana Mueller, Marie Dietzel,  
Roger Schanz, Keda Bachelier, Bernell Bachelier, Nola Cottner, Tyler 
Cooley, Iva Mesnarich, Hayden Brown 
 
We Pray for Friends and Relatives of Parishioners:  Michael 
Washausen, Nina Van Kamp, Ken Horn, Nicole Bachelier, Gordon 
Curd, Steven Muench, Sarah Castelli, Glenda Manion, Brian Parks, 
Mary Allbright, Pat Bolañius, Patrick Bolañius, Debbie Dugas, Susan 
Martin, Brian Nelson, Ashlea Moravec, Kathy Stout 
 
We Pray for Those in the Service of Our Nation: Alicia Kirkley, 
Dustin Bender, Aaron Bommarito, Alex Naumann, Paul Doty 
 
We Pray for Our Missionaries and Special Missions: Immanuel’s 
Preschool; Eric, Linda, Michael & Julia Funke (Tanzania); Unity    
Lutheran Elementary School (East St. Louis, IL); Immanuel’s Mission 
Team 

December 2019 Altar Flowers 

12/7—12/8  open 
12/14—12/15 open 
12/21—12/22 Given by Bob & Linda Polansky in honor of their 
    35th wedding anniversary 
12/24—12/25 Given in memory of Doris Horn 
12/28—12/29 open 
 
All weekends are open in January 2020. 
 

The 2020 Flower Chart is posted on the bulletin board in the narthex. Sign up for the 
weekend you would like! As your weekend approaches, Sandy Thompson, our flower              
coordinator, will contact you to give you more details. 

October 2019 Church 
Attendance 

October 2019 (4)   795 
October 2018 (4)   884 

 
2019 Weekly Average (as of 

10/31):  219 
 

As of 10/31/19, there were 917    
baptized members. 

Total Deposits   $  42,683.97 
Total Expenses   $  41,597.91 
Over/(Short)    $    1,086.06 
 

September 30, 2019 Balances: 
Checking    $  13,637.13 
Scholarship Fund  $    9,786.03 
Nobbe Mem. Fund $       452.11 
Narthex Fund  $       483.27 
Tuckpointing Fund $  17,373.00 
Loan     $357,853.39 
 

2019 Year to Date: 
Deposits          $407,815.00 
Expenses         $422,179.98 
Over/(Short)   $ (14,364.98) 
Unpaid Obligations     $           0.00 

October Finances 

Do You Have an 
Email Address? 

 

Did you know that you could be 
a good steward by receiving 

our newsletter via e-mail?  Call 
or e-mail the church office and 
let Lisa know to remove you 
from the mailing list and add 

you to the e-mail list. 

There is a large 
trash can in the 
kitchen for your 
cans. If you 
have a large 
amount and put 
them in trash 
bags, you can put the bags over 
by the white shed at the corner of 
the parking lot. Thank you for    
being good stewards and for    
supporting our young people! 
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December 2019 & January 2020 Worship Helpers 

Saturday Accompanists: 
 

Ron Jones—12/14, 12/21, 12/28, 
1/4, 1/18, 1/25 

 
Joan Ruwald—12/7, 1/11 

Collators: 
 

December—Susan Hargrave 
January—Sandy Thompson 
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Want to Stay Up to Date? 
Go to our website (immanuelwaterloo.org) and check it out!  Be sure to subscribe to the calendar, 
and you’ll have the most up to date info on Immanuel’s activities and events.  Also, check out all of 
the info available right on our home page.  Notice that something is missing?  Let us know! 

immanuelwaterloo.org
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Cookie Walk & Craft Fair 
Saturday, December 7 

9:00 am—12:00 pm 
 

Purchase homemade cookies by the pound ($7.50/lb.) 
and visit our crafters & vendors to purchase those    

special Christmas gifts! 

Begins on… 
Sunday, January 12, 2020 

 
Sundays from 2-4 pm 

 
Visit our website 

(immanuelwaterloo.org) for 
all of the information and 

how to order the materials 
needed. 

Sunday, Dec. 8th 
2:45 pm 

Meet in the Overflow Room 
 

All are welcome! 

Lids for Benches!  Can You Help? 
 

Thank you to all who helped with sorting, cleaning &    
washing 300 lb. of lids in November.  We got lots of work 

done, but we are STILL 100 LB SHORT!  So, keep       
collecting those plastic lids for our Preschool. 

 
Here’s what we can collect… all plastic lids (up to 8” 

wide) from food items (no fast food lids though), medicine 
bottles, soda, laundry detergent, cleaning products,    

hairspray, etc.  Only the lids, not the bottles.  Also, we are 
asking that you clean them (rinse in soap & water and dry 

them) before bringing them to us.  This will help out  
greatly!  Thank you! 



Page 10 Immanuel  Monthly  

Sunday, Dec. 22 
10:15 am 

 
All are welcome! 

 
A “Birthday Party for  

Jesus” will be held       
following this service. 

continued from pg. 3… 
 

17 Rhonda Major 
18 Emily Rhodes 
19 Kelly Goforth 
 Alycia Otten 
21 Barb Grant 
22 George Lesinger 
 Brian Nobbe 
23 Bonnie Doty 
         Addie Janssen 
 Stanley Mitchell 
25 Ernie Bartels 
 Denise Gruber 
 Mike Hemmer 
27 David Rehmer 
 Evan Williams 
28 Rose Hoeffken 
29 Mark Johnson 
30 Vicky Englert 
 Jon Grant 
 Jagger Gregory 
 Laura Kinzinger 
 Kathie Naumann 
31 Shirley Elmore 
 Millie Powers 
 Roger Weihl 
 
Happy Anniversary to... 
 
December: 
 
5    Sandy & Jackie Nichols (21) 
6    Bob & Barb Vernier (31) 
7    Ray & Sue Champion (34) 
9    Adam & Jill Eggemeyer (14) 
13  Bob & Shirley Elmore (16)  
17  Bob & Gayle Mesnarich (42)  
      Jerry & Jane Moeser (20) 
19  Tony & Cindy Troup (36) 
21  Morris & Nina Binder (56) 
22  Bob & Linda Polansky (35) 
23  George & Myra Lesinger (52) 
25  Bobby & Mandy Rehmer (16) 
26  Les & Sandra Downing (54) 
27  Dennis & Yvonne Brandt (39) 
      Leo & Karen Hodapp (48) 
31  Clarence & Susan Vogt (62) 
 
January: 
 
8     Larry & Reba Menke (43) 
10   Ernie & Nyla Bartels (33) 
15   Mike & Michelle Fink (15) 
20   David & Bev Jarvis (52) 
26   Bud & Gloria Knoke (69) 
28   Dennis & Nancy Rodenberg (36) 
30   Dean & Susan Kohlmeier (27) 
 

Happy Birthday and Happy 
Anniversary to all celebrating 

in December & January! 

BASIC helps the Jr High and High School members of our congregation 
grow together as the body of Christ. That happens primarily on Sunday 
mornings at the Divine Service and in Bible Study, but we also get together 
for fun, fellowship, and service activities throughout the year.  Remember, 
youth group is for youth in grades  6-12, and your friends are always   
welcome! 
 
You can join the Immanuel BASIC Facebook group and email 
pastor.demski@gmail.com to be added to the weekly email list for the   
newest updates. 
 
MONTHLY YOUTH NIGHTS!  Youth nights will be held on the 3rd 
Sundays of each month (in general) from 6-8 pm. Locations to be             
determined. There will not be a youth night in December. 
 
HIGH SCHOOL BIBLE STUDY!   Remember  to 
join us on Sundays in the youth room from 9-10 am 
for Bible study! 
 
Join our congregation for Christmas Caroling on 
Sunday, Dec. 8th.  Meet in the overflow room at 
2:45 pm! 
 
Watch the bulletins and Pastor Demski’s emails for 

info on our upcoming events! 

BASIC Youth Group News! 

mailto:pastor.demski@gmail.com
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An Update from Our Missionary  
Partners 

 

Funke News: Juggling 
 
While we were in Dar Es Salaam recently, we enjoyed a free     
juggling show. As we watched the amazing performer, we         
empathized with the struggle to keep everything up in the air. We 
often feel like we are juggling many things at once, but we give 
thanks that God has given us so many opportunities for service and 
that God brings joy to us and to others in the juggling.  
 
Our School  
On Oct. 5, we celebrated the graduation of 126 Form Four students (high school seniors) at our school. This is the 40th 
graduating class at Mwadui Secondary School! Now all of our students are preparing for national and regional exams, 
which will take place in November. On Oct. 9, Linda led one last class for the year, sharing tips for calming test-taking 
anxiety and preparing for their exams.  
 
U.S. Citizenship Update  
After some trouble locating a case number, on Oct. 8 we were finally able to finalize our DS-260. On Oct. 15, we       
attended our children’s medical check in Dar Es Salaam. Unfortunately, we learned that all medical tests for U.S.       
immigration are sent to South Africa, so we wouldn’t be able to file the results until the following Monday. Since all we 
could do was wait, we found a cheap hotel and took the ferry for a long-weekend in Zanzibar. We greatly enjoyed beach 
time and pool time as a family. We hoped that once the documents were filed we would be able to have our kids’       
immigration visa interview that week. However, when we arrived on Monday Oct. 21 to file the documents, we learned 
that the earliest they could get us in for an interview was 7:30am on Oct. 31. We started crunching numbers and realized 
that staying in Dar Es Salaam for those ten days was still considerably cheaper than flying home and returning for a   
second trip. Through the power of social media, we were connected with another mom who had adopted from Forever 
Angels. We moved into a discounted one-bedroom AirBnB in her apartment. For those ten days, we worked long       
distance, home-schooled our children, visited with friends in the area, and enjoyed many of the free/cheap amenities in 
Dar Es Salaam, including the studio for a local kids’ TV show, a juggling act, a clown show, a tour of the Azania Front 
Lutheran Cathedral, and the National Museum of Tanzania. Thankfully, on Oct. 31 the interview went smoothly, and we 
were able to pick up the immigration visas the following day! We are grateful to friends who have already stepped up to 
help cover the unexpected costs of this trip. The next step is using the immigration visas to move to the U.S. in March. If 
all goes well, our children will receive U.S. citizenship upon entry. :-) 
 
This is just a part of the November 2019 newsletter written by Eric & Linda Funke on November 7, 2019.  Would you like to be   
added to their email list?  If so, email Eric & Linda at Linda.Funke@GlobalLutheranOutreach.com and let them know. 

Looking for a Few Volunteers 
 

We are looking for a few more volunteers to serve at Immanuel 
in various ministries & roles. 

 
Media Team—Ushers—Greeters—Sunday School  

Teachers/Helpers 
 

If you would like to help out in any of these ways, please contact 
the church office. 

Coffee & Goodies 
 

Coffee & various baked goods are 
available in the narthex on Sunday 
mornings! What a fun (& yummy) 
way to enjoy fellowship before or 

after our services! Any freewill   
donations benefit the mission work 
of our Women’s Christian Ministry. 

mailto:Linda.Funke@GlobalLutheranOutreach.com


 

WORSHIP SERVICES  
 

SATURDAY 
5:30 pm 

 

SUNDAY 
7:45 am & 10:15 am 

 
Holy Communion is celebrated at every Saturday     
service, at the 7:45 am service on the 2nd and 4th   

Sundays of each month, and at the 10:15 am service 
on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of each month. 

  

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  
 

Monday – Friday 
8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

 
Pastor Demski’s day off is Thursday. 

Pastor Troup’s day off is Monday. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church  
522 S. Church Street  
Waterloo, IL 62298  

 

May God continue to bless you:  
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Change Service Requested  

Don’t forget to visit us on the web… 
immanuelwaterloo.org 

You’ll find our weekly announcements and 
updates, our calendar, VBS & Preschool 

info, and other important news! 
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