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From Our Administrative Pastor… 

Greetings in Christ, 
 

We often refer to one another as “brothers and sisters in Christ.” We do so because we 
live lives that are set apart from the world as members of one family in Christ. We 
have family squabbles, but we forgive one another. We have family issues, but we 
work through them with Christ at the center. We laugh together. We cry together. We 
put ourselves to the side for the sake of our Christian siblings (Eph 3/Gal 4). We love 
as Christ loves us. 
 

Jesus gathers us as a family to give us life and to encourage us as we care for and  
support one another. Part of that unity...as we always discuss at our November      
congregational meeting...is discussing the family budget. For as much as we operate 
as a business in certain respects, our budget is really no different than the budget that 
you put together at your house each month. (Note: If you want to get more confidence 
with managing your home budget, Financial Peace University is coming in January 
and it’s worth the 9 weeks...trust me. If you have questions, let’s chat.) 
 

I talked a few weeks ago during a sermon that in the Old Testament the people of God 
gave a tithe (10% of their resources) to the temple and priests so that the priests could 
do the work God called them to do for the people of Israel. In the New Testament, we 
don’t have a command to give a tithe, we’re simply given encouragements in Acts, 1 
and 2 Corinthians, and Galatians from the first Christians to give of ourselves apart 
from compulsion and to do so cheerfully in response to the goodness of Christ. We 
continue to remember that what we have is not our own. We’re simply stewards of 
God’s gifts and so we use it for His work to be done and to care for others in the 
Christian household. 
 

When it comes to Immanuel’s budget, our congregational family has come together 
and said, “Here’s how much we need in order to live together as a family in Christ.” 
That number last year (2018) was $492,100.00. We determined that’s how much it 
costs to have… 

 ...two men called to provide pastoral care both in the good times and in the bad, 
bringing God’s Word and Sacrament to Immanuel at least 3 times per weekend as 
well as throughout the week by taking Christ’s body and blood to shut-ins and 
those who are ill or hospitalized; 

 ...bread and wine to celebrate the Lord’s Supper as well as candles and oil for 
candles to enrich our services; 

 ...a full-time parish (and preschool in one) secretary who manages the office 
(i.e. putting together bulletins, slides, newsletters, taking calls, scheduling building 
usage, connecting people to the pastors, helping manage the website, social media, 
advertising, printer maintenance, ordering of materials for the church, and more); 

 ...musicians to enrich worship, janitors to keep the floors, toilets, and facility as 
a whole clean, and a maintenance man to keep the property looking nice and      
running well;                  continued on page 8... 
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures 
forever.  Let the redeemed of the Lord say this.  Psalm 
107:1-2a, NIV 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters of Immanuel, 
 
“I have absolutely nothing for which to be thankful.”  
That was a comment made by a woman to a pastor in 
her town.  The pastor was shocked.  This woman was 
comfortable financially, had five grown children, and 
ten healthy grandchildren.  Many family members were 
professionals.  All her children went to college.  She 
lived in a beautiful, new house on a five acre plot of 
land teeming with the wonder of God’s creation.  Her 
husband was a kind, thoughtful man.  Yet, according to 
this woman, she had  absolutely nothing for which to 
be thankful.  When the pastor pointed out some of her 
blessings, she shrugged her shoulders and said, “Well, 
if you’re going to be technical.” 
 
We’re shocked by the woman’s lack of gratitude, 
aren’t we?  We’re tempted to think, “Oh my!  If I had 
what that woman had, I’d be thanking God with all my 
heart!  I’d get down on my knees and shout my thanks 
to God.”  But then God’s Word and the Holy Spirit 
would convict us.  We’d realize that we are richly 
blessed like that woman.  God supplies all our physical 
needs.  We have comfortable homes in which to live.  
Refrigerators that are full of food.  Clothes that are 
clean and devoid of repair patches.  We live in a free 
land.  What’s more, because of Jesus, we have all the 
riches of heaven.  Because Jesus atoned for  all our  
sins, we’re God’s children.  We possess God’s pardon, 
peace, and everlasting life.  We’re citizens of heaven.  
The Holy Spirit dwells in us and uses us to achieve 
God’s purposes.  We have God’s Holy Word that    
provides salvation in Christ, direction in life, and the 
weapons we need to fend off the devil.  Who could ask 
for anything more?  These blessings compel to get on 
our knees and say, “I give you thanks, O Lord, for you 
are good.  Your love endures forever.” 
 
Thanking God is a good thing to do.  For one thing, it’s 
the right thing to do.  God deserves it.  For another, it 
gives us peace and a good conscience.  Instead of  
complaining and constantly comparing our lot in life to 
that of others, we rest in God’s giving and gracious 
arms.  Lastly, it shows our neighbors who God is.  
When people see us thanking God for our food,   
thanking God for his goodness by worshipping in 
church, and being positive and appreciative, they learn 

From Our Associate Pastor… 

A Note from Our Music Director... 
 
Blessings... 
 
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” has been one of 
the hymns sung in several of our October worship      
services. As I heard the congregation sing the verses, I 
could not help but reflect upon the blessings that we 
share at Immanuel. 
 
November is often thought of as the “thankful month” 
due to the celebration of Thanksgiving Day. This month 
also brings us to the end of another Church Year and the 
focus on the “end of times.” 
 
The fourth verse of LSB 686 sums up blessings and end 
of times thoughts: 
 

Oh, that day when freed from sinning, 
I shall see thy lovely face; 
Clothed then in the blood-washed linen 
How I'll sing Thy wondrous grace! 
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry; 
Take my ransom'd soul away; 
Send Thine angels soon to carry 
Me to realms of endless day.  

 
Throughout the month of November, I pray that you give 
thanks and praise for the countless blessings showered 
upon us as soldiers of the cross marching to see our  
Savior's lovely face! 
 
Thanksgiving Blessings to you.... 
 
Serving Him, 

An extra note:  
Immanubells will be    

playing for their first time 
this music season on    

Sunday, November 17th in 
the 10:15 am service. 

that God is the source of all blessings.  They learn 
that God is aware of our needs and supplies them.  
They learn that God loves people so much that he 
gave his only Son for them.  So, brothers and sisters, 
during this holiday season and every day of the year, 
give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.  Give thanks    
because his love endures forever.  Let the redeemed 
of the Lord say this now and always.  Happy 
Thanksgiving! 
 
Love in Christ, 
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November Birthdays &  
Anniversaries 

Parish Leaders  
 

Pastors: 
 
Rev. Merritt Demski, 847-254-9666      Administrative 
Rev. Dr. Tony Troup, 618-340-8375       Associate 
 

Church & School Staff: 
 
Lisa Clamors, 618-719-4954   Office Secretary  
Ann Frank, 282-6597         Music Director 
Sandy Mueller          Housekeeping 
Ken Schanz      Groundskeeper/Maintenance 
Linda Polansky, 618-980-3475       Preschool Director 
Deborah Joellenbeck        Preschool Aide 
 

Church Council: 
 
Wayne Collmeyer, 618-719-7235        President  
Jim Crawford, 618-799-8789       Vice-President 
Cathie Collmeyer, 314-749-3772       Secretary 
David Powell, 618-974-9222        Treasurer 
Shirley Elmore, 939-3216      Financial Secretary 
Taryn Niemeyer, 939-7982      Christian Education 
Allen Jacobs, 939-3035   Church Properties 
Colby Crook, 618-910-2825 Evangelism/Fellowship 
Sandy Mueller, 618-420-1373       Social Ministry 
Jim Crawford, 618-799-8789   Spiritual Ministry 
Pat Kelly, 636-373-2967           Stewardship 
Cathy Whelan, 618-612-3150       Youth Ministry 
 

Other Volunteers: 
 
Lisa Clamors     Sunday School Superintendent 
Marilyn Collette         Head Sacristan 
Shirley Elmore           Sacristans 
Diana Heins 
Deborah Joellenbeck 
Valerie Zeisset 
Sandy Thompson        Flower Coordinator 
 

Field Education Students: 
 
Travis Henry, 2nd year            716-223-0496 
Hayden Brown, 1st year      309-231-2183 

 
Have you ever thought about joining one of  

Immanuel's Boards or committees? If so, please  
contact the appropriate person listed above. 

Happy Birthday to… 
 
1 Christy Gardner 
 Jase Gregory 
 Allen Jacobs 
 Brooklyn Kubelka 
 Bob Vernier 
2 Madi Richards 
 Aaron Thompson 
3 Debra Bergman 
 Carson Filipiak 
 Lois Ruff 
4 Elijah Bell 
 Dorothy Byers 
 Wayne Englert 
 Debbie Nobbe 
5 Ben Hart 
 Madalyn Hart 
 Jackson Luter 
 Louise Nobbe 
 Bobby Rehmer 
 Alaina Stumpf 
6       Eli Blakeslee 
7 Norine Stumpf 
8 Janet Goessling 
 Brenda Haare 
 Elliot Saunders 
         Mackenzie Wiegand 
9 Loralei Griffin 
 Jimmy Heise 
 JT Heise 
11 Miranda Schmidt 
12 Ed Arras 
 Rose Exum 
13 Matthew Altes 
 Craig Mehner 
 Valerie Zeisset 
14 Trinity Drewes 
 Ann Frank 
 Ethel Kurfman 
 Mason Wilhelm 
15 Scott Haare 
 Carolyn Henry 
16 Kendra Goldschmidt 
 Mark Gruber 
         Declan Land 
17 Aaron Lloyd 
18 Barbara Altes 
 Ryan Bommarito 
 Paul Broske 
 Lucas Garner 
 Joshua Kruse 
 Howard Shive 
19 Sami Wheat 
20 Joey Birrittier 
 Jeanette Moeller 
 Elden Niemeyer 
 Noah Simms 

20     Jeffrey Weihl 
21 Ali Kloeppel 
22 Adam Gaitsch 
 Jay Pryor 
 Gerry Ritzel 
23     Sandy Bequette 
 Mitchell Rubemeyer 
         Mya Voges 
24 Robert Rehmer 
 Wyatt Stumpf 
25 Ellie Hergenroeder 
 Sharon Osterhage 
26 Wayne Menke 
 Sam Metzger 
 Sidney Metzger 
 Edward Stanglein 
27 Robert Prange 
 Cindy Troup 
28 Jay Carr 
 Timothy Ervin 
29     Eddie Arras 
 Carolina Bradley 
 Karen Ruesler 
30 Benjamin Braun 
 Tiffany Harbison 
 Collin Neeman 
 Kirsten O’Brien 
 
Happy Anniversary to… 
 
5 Chuck & Kelley Keller (37) 
6 Dennis & Dawn Clamors (32) 
   Kevin & Cindy O’Brien (38) 
8 Norman & Lois Rabbermann (55) 
9 Bill & Sandra Stueve (45) 
14  Nick & Ashley Hoeffken (10) 
17  Marvin & Carolyn Henry (57) 
23  Grant & Barbara Melliere (35) 
24  Bob & Sharon Rehmer (56) 
26  Roger & Laura Kinzinger (36) 
      Mike & Pam Lloyd (25) 
      Elden & Taryn Niemeyer (36) 
28 Robert & Marilyn Collette (55) 
29 Harry & Reina Thompson (39) 
 

Happy Birthday and Happy 
Anniversary to all             

celebrating in November! 
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Elders‘ Shepherding 
Program  

(Families whose last name begins with)  

A-B    Rodney Clamors, 618-719-4023 
C-D    Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033 
E-Ha   Scott Janssen, 214-629-6975 
He-Hu   Bob Polansky, 618-979-0918 
J-K    Jason Valerius, 458-4890 
L-Mel   Kevin Wheat, 939-5705 
Men-My  Cal Neeman, 939-5137 
N-P    Elden Niemeyer, 939-7982 
R-Sche   Larry Taake, 939-4757 
Schi-Sw   Greg Wiegand, 618-410-1500 
T-Wel   Kevin Whelan, 939-1985 
Wem-Z   Larry Goessling, 618-322-6555 
Elders & Pastors:  Jim Crawford, 618-799-8789 
 

Have a question or would like to speak to your 
elder, feel free to call him anytime. 

Board of Social Ministry: 
 
November:  LCFS Christmas Wish Lists 
 

See the donation board in the narthex. There are a variety of 
items needed, so take a pick and drop off your donations in the 
wooden box. 
 

Bi-County Backpack Program: 
 
This is an ongoing collection that supports children in Red Bud, 
Valmeyer, and Waterloo throughout the year.  See the weekly 
bulletins for a list of items needed, and place those donations in 
the collection box in the narthex.  Thank you! 
 

Sunday School: 
 
November:  Lutheran Hour Ministries 
 

Each month, the Sunday School classes take a monetary offering 
for a specific charity. Thank you to all of the Pre-K through 8th 
grade students that contribute to these collections each month! 

Monthly Collections 

For Men: 
 Tuesdays at 6:30 am at Burger King. The group is   
studying a video series on Islam and is led by Pastor 
Troup. 
 
For Women: 
 Ladies’ Bible Study on Thursdays—We’re taking a 
break until January. 
 
For All Adults: 
 Sundays at 9:00 am in the overflow room. A study called 
“Roaming through Romans,” led by Pastor Troup. 

 Sundays at 9:00 am in the church basement kitchen. Led by Scott & Jen Janssen and Tim Scheibe, this 
class has a faith development and parenting focus. Feel free to bring your little ones, too! 

 Wednesdays at 9:30 am in the overflow room.  A study of the Augsburg Confession led by Pastor Demski. 
 
For Pre-K—College: 
 Preschool—2nd grade: Sundays at 9:00 am in the education building. Led by Pam Nagel, Sandy Mueller, 

Deborah Joellenbeck, and Lisa Clamors. 
 3rd—6th grades: Sundays at 9:00 am in the church basement. Led by Millie Menke & Gayle Mesnarich. 
 7th & 8th grades: Sundays at 9:00 am in the multipurpose room. “Our Disciples, They Wrote Us a Letter” led 

by Alan Stumpf and Travis Henry.  Parents are welcome to attend, too. 
 High school and College-age: Sundays at 9:00 am in the youth room. Led by Pastor Demski. 

Sunday, November 4—following the 10:15 am service 
This meeting is very important!  The 2020 budget will be on 
the agenda, as well as board reports. Please plan to attend! 
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Transfers Out: 
 

 Rod & Pat Boker to Bethel Lutheran 

Church in Howard City, MI 

 Tim & Kristen Troup and Grace, 

Avery, Caleb & Joshua to Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Park Hills, MO 

 
Funerals: 

 

 September 7—Diann Toenjes 

September 2019 
Official Acts 

In Our Prayers... 
 
Please note:  The names listed below will remain on our public prayer list for two 
weeks unless the church office is notified otherwise.  Thank you. 
 

We Pray for our Fellow Parishioners: Millie Menke, Erwin Liefer , 
Sandy Moore, Perry Koch, Ruby Muench, Lana Mueller, Marie    
Dietzel, Roger Schanz, Keda Bachelier, Bernell Bachelier, Nola    
Cottner, Lerona Pryor, Jack Netzeband, Evelyn Weihl, John Stueve, 
Leroy Horn. Tyler Cooley 
 

We Pray for Friends and Relatives of Parishioners: Michael 
Washausen, Nina Van Kamp, Ken Horn, Nicole Bachelier, Gordon 
Curd, Steven Muench, Sarah Castelli, Glenda Manion, Brian Parks, 
Norman Rabbermann, Sharron Henley, David Walbacher, Diane   
Neusel, Ashlea Meyers, Kara Franey 
 

We Pray for Those in the Service of Our Nation: Alicia Kirkley, 
Dustin Bender, Aaron Bommarito, Alex Naumann, Paul Doty 
 

We Pray for Our Missionaries and Special Missions: Immanuel’s       
Preschool; Eric, Linda, Michael & Julia Funke (Tanzania); Unity    
Lutheran Elementary School (East St. Louis, IL); Immanuel’s Mission 
Team 

November 2019 Altar Flowers 

11/2—11/3  Given by Joseph & Millie Powers in honor of their 
    1st wedding anniversary 
11/9—11/10  Given by Norman & Lois Rabbermann in honor of 
    their 55th wedding anniversary 
11/16—11/17 open 
11/23—11/24 open 
 

The 2019 Flower Chart is posted on the bulletin board in the narthex. Sign up for the 
weekend you would like! As your weekend approaches, Sandy Thompson, our flower              
coordinator, will contact you to give you more details. 

September 2019 
Church Attendance 

September 2019 (5)    1009 
September 2018 (5)    1106 

 
2019 Weekly Average (as of 

9/30):  221 
 

As of 9/30/19, there were 917    
baptized members. 

Total Deposits   $  45,038.01 
Total Expenses   $  43,972.95 
Over/(Short)    $    1,065.06 
 

September 30, 2019 Balances: 
Checking    $  12,600.94 
Scholarship Fund  $    9,786.03 
Nobbe Mem. Fund $    2,319.56 
Narthex Fund  $       483.27 
Tuckpointing Fund $  17,373.00 
Loan     $359,097.95 
 

2019 Year to Date: 
Deposits          $365,131.03 
Expenses         $380,582.07 
Over/(Short)   $ (15,451.04) 
Unpaid Obligations     $           0.00 

September Finances 

Do You Have an 
Email Address? 

 

Did you know that you 
could be a good steward by 
receiving our newsletter via 
e-mail?  Call or e-mail the 
church office and let Lisa 
know to remove you from 

the mailing list and add you 
to the e-mail list. 

There is a large 
trash can in the  
kitchen for your 
cans. If you 
have a large 
amount and put 
them in trash 

bags, you can put the bags over 
by the white shed at the corner of 
the parking lot. Thank you for   
being good  stewards and for  
supporting our young people! 



Page 6 Immanuel  Monthly  

November 2019 Worship Helpers 

Saturday Accompanists: 
 

Ron Jones—11/2, 11/16, 11/23, 
11/30 

 
Joan Ruwald—11/9 

Collator: 
 

Diana Heins 

WURSTMARKT 
THANK YOU! 

 
Thank you to all who helped 
before, during & after the 
Wurstmarkt & Country Store!  
Thank you to all who          
purchased meat and/or      
dinners!  While ticket sales 
were down slightly, our final 
profit (which will be          
donated to the Funkes) was 
$2,343.83. Praise be to God 
for a successful dinner! 

Coffee & Goodies 
Coffee & various baked goods are available in the narthex on 
Sunday mornings! What a fun (& yummy) way to enjoy       
fellowship before or after our services! Any freewill donations 
benefit the mission work of our Women’s Christian Ministry. 

Looking for a Few  
Volunteers 

 

We are looking for a few more  volunteers to serve at Immanuel 
in various ministries & roles. 

 

Media Team—Ushers—Greeters—Sunday School  
Teachers/Helpers 

 

If you would like to help out in any of these ways, please contact 
the church office. 
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Want to Stay Up to Date? 
Go to our website (immanuelwaterloo.org) and check it out!  Be sure to subscribe to the calendar, 
and you’ll have the most up to date info on Immanuel’s activities and events.  Also, check out all of 
the info available right on our home page.  Notice that something is missing?  Let us know! 

immanuelwaterloo.org
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Pastor Demski’s letter...continued from page 1… 
 

 ...a maintained property (not only utilities, but repairs and such) and instruments that we use to praise 
our Savior and receive His gifts; 

 ...Bibles, Catechisms, and Bible Study materials for all who enter the doors of our congregation; 

 ...a new narthex where we have events, handicap access, restrooms, and fellowship before and after    
service; 

 ...God’s Word proclaimed here in Waterloo and abroad via missions within and outside of our walls  
supported by us and through our tithe to our district and its missions; 

 ...reserves for those who come to Immanuel seeking aid; 

 ...and a lot more. 
 

As a family, we pay for all of that first and foremost with the envelope offerings and then by loose plate      
offering (we also have a few trusts that provide us with around $20,000 per year and some other minor sources 
of income: i.e. people renting the building and stuff like that). In other words, Immanuel primarily functions as 
each person in the family comes together and contributes as they are able to meet the congregational family 
budget. 
 

While giving as a whole has been going up each year, giving via envelopes and loose plate offerings to the 
general fund which supports the budget have not been as much as is needed to pay for what we say we want to 
be paying for as a family. I could list off numbers and stats, but for the sake of time and space, I’ll simply say 
that we’ve been coming in about $14,000 behind each year for the last couple of years. We’re not going over 
budget, we just don’t have as much coming in as is going out, especially when it comes to the general fund 
with envelopes and loose plate offerings. 
 

This has actually been a trend for a while, but we haven’t noticed 
any issues as a family in Christ because we’ve had a cushion of 
funds, but we’re at a point where we don’t have that cushion to feed 
off of (other than the trusts). But don’t worry! This is NOT an   
emergency. Hear me again...we’re NOT in “emergency mode!” We 
do, however, have to acknowledge that we’re spending more as a 
family than what is coming in. Bills haven’t gone unpaid or          
anything, but we haven’t been bringing in as much as we say we 
need to spend in order to live as a congregational family and we 
should be aware of that and adjust accordingly as we’re able. 
 

So I encourage you to remember that we are a family. We’re not a 
business. We can’t “up production” on a good or service. We exist to 
bring Christ to Waterloo as a family in Christ. I’m not here to       
demand anything of you. Instead, as members of the family, we give 
freely and cheerfully to the work of Christ and the proclamation of 
His Word. I’m sure this will come up at the congregational meeting, 
but it’s good to reflect upon our unity in Christ as brothers and     
sisters rather than simply thinking about money in an abstract and 
disconnected way from our relationship in Christ. So, brothers and 
sisters in Christ, let’s keep proclaiming Christ in the years to come! 
 

If you have questions of any sort, feel free to let me know. 
 

Blessings on your day! 

Lids for Benches! 
Can You Help? 

 

Sunday, Nov. 17 
5-8 pm 

Education Building Basement 
 

Immanuel’s Preschool has been 
collecting plastic lids for the    
purchase of 2 items for the     

playground area.  The children 
have been sorting & weighing 

some.  They now need to wash, 
sort & package all 500+ lb. of lids 

for transport to the company in 
Indiana, and need our help! 

 
If you have time to help, please 
stop by when you can.  Light     

refreshments and drinks will be 
available. 

 
Any help is appreciated! 

Many hands make light work! 
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BASIC helps the Jr High and High School members of our congregation grow together as the body of Christ. 
That happens primarily on Sunday mornings at the Divine Service and in Bible Study, but we also get together 
for fun, fellowship, and service activities throughout the year.  Remember, youth group is for youth in grades  
6-12, and your friends are always welcome! 
 

You can join the Immanuel BASIC Facebook group and email pastor.demski@gmail.com to be added to the 
weekly email list for the newest updates. 
 
MONTHLY YOUTH NIGHTS!  Youth nights will be held on the 3rd Sundays of 
each month (in general) from 6-8 pm. Locations to be determined. Join us at the next 
Youth Night on Sunday, Nov. 17 from 6-8 pm. 
 
HIGH SCHOOL BIBLE STUDY!   Remember  to join us on Sundays in the youth 
room from 9-10 am for Bible study! 
 
COOKIE BAKING DAYS will be coming up in ear ly December , so watch the 
bulletins and your emails for the exact dates & times! 
 

Watch the bulletins and Pastor Demski’s emails for info on our upcoming events! 

BASIC Youth Group News! 

Dear Parents, 
 
 The Sunday School teachers and staff have chosen the Children’s Christmas service “What Child Is This” for this 
year.  The Children’s Christmas Service will be held on Sunday, December 22, 2019 at 10:15 am.  Every class from 
preschool through eighth grade will participate in songs and speaking parts.  The practice times for ALL participating 
students will be as follows:  Saturday, December 21 from 10:00—11:30 am and Sunday, December 22 from 9-10 am.  
It is very important that your child attends both practices. 
 
 Please remember that our teachers volunteer their time and appreciate your promptness in picking children up from 
practice on time.  Please make arrangements with another parent or teacher if you will not be able to pick your child up 
on time.  Thank you. 
 
 In order for the teachers to assign the speaking parts, we need to know by Sunday, November 10 if your child will 
or will not be in the Christmas service this year.  Please fill out the bottom part of this letter and return it to your child’s 
Sunday School teacher or the church office no later than Sunday, November 10.  Please let your child’s teacher know if 
your child will not be able to attend both practice times. 
 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  
 
___ YES, my child ___________________________________________________ will be in the Children’s Christmas 
Service on Sunday, December 22, 2019. 
 
___ NO, my child __________________________________________________ will not participate. 
 
Parent’s signature ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Please include a phone number in case of emergency and for pick up. 
 
Home/Cell phone _________________________________________________ 

Children’s Christmas Service—Would You Like to Participate? 

mailto:pastor.demski@gmail.com


Page 10 Immanuel  Monthly  

An Update from Our Missionary  
Partners 

 

Funke News: A Way in the Wilderness 
 
Early this month, we finally fulfilled a long-standing promise to our 
children that we would take them on a real safari before we left        
Tanzania. Since school was on break and a missionary friend of ours 
was able to get us a reduced rate with Masumin Tours, we loaded up in 
a safari truck on Sept. 1 and began a wonderful family adventure in the 
Serengeti. Over the next three days/two nights, we watched as our kids 
marveled at and learned about God’s creation—lions, elephants, giraffes, zebras, jackals, owls, hyenas, a leopard,       
wildebeest, hippos, crocodiles, ostriches, etc. The first day everything was dry and brown with hippos literally getting 
sunburnt due to the lack of water in their ponds. However, that first night we watched a storm roll across the Serengeti, 
bringing us our own amazing lightning show. With it came a refreshing rain. The next day many more animals were out 
enjoying the coolness. After a late afternoon storm, we were treated to the most glorious rainbow. The trip was like    
water to our parched spirits. It reminded us of the verse in Isaiah 43 about how God makes a way in the wilderness. That 
idea has continued to follow us this month as God has made and continues to make a way through many wildernesses. 
 
Mwanza Lutheran Secondary School  
We have the most wonderful news! After seven years of jumping through bureaucratic hoops and raising money, the 
new school in Mwanza finally has students!!! Praise the Lord! In Tanzania the school year typically starts in January and 
ends in December, but students in Standard 7 (8th grade) take their national exams mid-year and then have to wait to 
receive their results before beginning high school (Form 1). Therefore a lot of secondary schools offer Pre-Form 1    
classes in September-December and this year the new Mwanza Lutheran Secondary School is among them! Not only 
that, but they already have 185 students!! The bad news is this means that the diocese is scrambling to buy more desks 
and chairs even while it still doesn't have the money to put a roof on the kitchen. The good news is this bodes really well 
for recruiting students for the first school year. We still need $2,350 to put a roof on the kitchen. Please email us if you 
know of a Lutheran school or group that would like to do a fundraiser on behalf of this new school. This would 
make a great project for a Thrivent Action Grant. If you would like to make a personal donation, press the “GIVE” but-
ton at www.globallutheranoutreach.com/blog/MwanzaSchoolProject/and write the donation amount next to Projects—
”Funke: Mwanza School.” Or you can write a check to “Global Lutheran Outreach” and put “Funke: Mwanza 
School” in the memo line and send it to Global Lutheran Outreach, 6709 Ficus Dr ive, Miramar , FL, 33023. Every 
little bit helps! We pray that the kitchen will be finished in time for the new school year.  
 
Other Happenings  
After the school break, Eric began finalizing national exam registration and preparing brochures, calendars, and a video 
for the school’s graduation. Linda taught a “lessons in the movies” class, continued to homeschool Michael and Julia, 
helped get government approval for the new home for vulnerable children, worked on Cheryl’s work permit and resident 
permit applications, and wrote a grant proposal for another project. We also had the joy of hosting Maryknoll Lay Mis-
sioner friends, the Berry-Stablein family, for a weekend. We loved showing them around our home, our school, and the 
diamond mine in Mwadui. The following weekend we traveled to Mwanza so that we could show new Lutheran Bible 
Translator (LBT) missionaries, the Olson family, around the city and introduce them to other missionaries in the area. 
We also were able to grab dinner with Jim Laesch, the S/E Africa regional director for LBT, when he visited Shinyanga. 
Finally, we held a joint birthday party for Linda and our young friend Divine Medard on Sept. 24. We were joined by a 
few dear friends who have known and loved us for all seven years in Tanzania. 
 
This is just a part of the October 2019 newsletter written by Eric & Linda Funke on October 4, 2019.  Would you like to be added to 
their email list?  If so, email Eric & Linda at Linda.Funke@GlobalLutheranOutreach.com and let them know. 

See info about this year’s Cookie Walk & Craft Fair on 
page 11…. Part of the proceeds will benefit  

Immanuel’s Preschool! 

mailto:Linda.Funke@GlobalLutheranOutreach.com
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Make plans now to attend this year’s 
Cookie Walk & Craft Fair 

Saturday, December 7 
9:00 am—12:00 pm 

Cookie Walk Volunteer Form 
 
________  I will bake _______ dozen of ______________________________________________________ cookies.  
          (Please identify the type of cookies you are planning to bake.) 

 
________  I will bake _______ dozen of ______________________________________________________ cookies.  
          (Please identify the type of cookies you are planning to bake.) 

 
________  I will bake _______ dozen of ______________________________________________________ cookies.  
          (Please identify the type of cookies you are planning to bake.) 

 
________    I will help set up on Fri., Dec. 6 at 6:00 pm. 
 

________  I will help during the Cookie Walk on Sat., Dec. 7 at 8:30 am. 
 
Name: _________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone #: _________________________________________ 
 

Please place this form in the box provided in the narthex by Dec. 1st. 
Any questions or suggestions?  Please call Taryn Niemeyer (939-7982).  Thank you. 

Purchase homemade cookies by the pound ($7.50/lb.) 
and visit several vendors to purchase those special 

Christmas gifts! 

Immanuel Lutheran Church CRAFT FAIR Registration Contract 
 
To reserve a table(s), complete the information below and mail it, along with a check payable to Immanuel Lutheran Church, to:  Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, 522 S. Church St., Waterloo, IL 62298. 

 
Name: _________________________________________________  Phone: _________________________ 
 

Helper: _______________________________________________________ 
 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City: ________________________________________________  State: ______  Zip: _________________ 
 

Please reserve _________ tables ($15/table).      Electric required (circle)  Yes No 
 

General description of crafts for sale:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Exhibitors and helpers accept full liability for any injury or loss to themselves or their property while attending the Fair.  They expressly 
release Immanuel Lutheran Church or any member from any liability for any injury or loss. 



 

WORSHIP SERVICES  
 

SATURDAY 
5:30 pm 

 

SUNDAY 
7:45 am & 10:15 am 

 
Holy Communion is celebrated at every Saturday     
service, at the 7:45 am service on the 2nd and 4th   

Sundays of each month, and at the 10:15 am service 
on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of each month. 

  

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  
 

Monday – Friday 
8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

 
Pastor Demski’s day off is Thursday. 

Pastor Troup’s day off is Monday. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church  
522 S. Church Street  
Waterloo, IL 62298  

 

May God continue to bless you:  
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Don’t forget to visit us on the web… 
immanuelwaterloo.org 

You’ll find our weekly announcements and 
updates, our calendar, VBS & Preschool 

info, and other important news! 

2019 

immanuelwaterloo.org

