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From Our Administrative Pastoré 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Immanuel, 
 
Not long ago I watched a DVD that featured a Lutheran 
pastor speaking in a cemetery.  That in itself wasnôt        
unusual.  Lutheran pastors often are found in cemeteries 
leading committal services.  The thing that caught my eye about this scene was the 
monument behind the pastor.  It was a large, cave-like tomb with a statue of an angel 
standing on top of it.  To the side of the opening sat a large, round rock.  A rock just 
large enough to cover the opening of the tomb.  You guessed it!  It was a monument 
depicting the empty tomb of Jesus.  It was a silent testimony to the awesome miracle 
of Jesusô resurrection on Easter Sunday. 
 
I think that monument is a great reminder of why Easter is such a joyous event.  It  
reminds us that, as Jesus rose from death on Easter morning, so all those trust in him 
will rise from death at the return of Jesus in glory.  As Jesus burst forth from his 
tomb, so all the believers in Christ buried in that cemetery will burst forth from their 
graves.  Jesus will then transform their bodies to be like his glorious, resurrected 
body.  And so theyðand all believers in Christðwill be with the Lord forever. 
 

Iôve heard a number of church leaders say that people  
today donôt really have a fear of death.  Weôre insulated 
from death.  People die in hospitals and are quite removed 
from the everyday happenings of life.  Some mistakenly 
believe that medical science can keep them going         
indefinitely.  Others just ignore death, believing it wonôt 

come to them if they simply donôt think about it.  But eventually everyone on this 
planet has to face the reality of death.  It comes to everyone.  The young and old, the 
rich and poor, the famous and nondescript.  We all end up at the cemetery (unless 
your ashes are scattered or youôre eaten by wolves).  Yet, as the monument I        
mentioned before reminds us, we have hope in the cemetery.  Jesusô empty tomb 
means that heôs victorious over sin, death and the devil.  And he shares that victory 
with us.  The empty tomb in the cemetery reminds us that there will be millions of 
empty Christian graves at Jesusô coming again.  Cemeteries, hearses, pallsðdeath 
itselfðwill only be things of the past.  Praise be to God for his mercy in Christ and 
for Jesusô gift of eternal life!  God bless your Holy Week and see you on Easter    
Sunday! 
 
Love in Christ, 

 

Not long ago I watched 
a DVD that featured a 

Lutheran pastor    
speaking in a cemetery. 

Iôve heard a number of 
church leaders say that 
people today donôt really 
have a fear of death. 

Join us for our Holy Week & Easter Services... 
Maundy Thursday, April 18ð7:30 pm 

Good Friday, April 19ð12:00 noon & 7:30 pm 
Easter Sunday, April 21ð6:00 am (at Camp Wartburg) 

and 7:45 am & 10:15 am (at Immanuel) 

mailto:immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com
immanuelwaterloo.org
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ñItôs Always Darkest Before the Dawnò 
 

The quote apparently comes from Thomas Fuller. He was an 
English theologian who wrote, A Pisgah-Sight of Palestine 
and the Confines Thereof, around 1650. I looked that up 
because I was hoping there was a good origin to that quote 
since I was only familiar with the quote from Christopher 
Nolanôs second Batman movie The Dark Knight and I  
wanted to sound smarter than just quoting a superhero   
movie. 
 

I bring it up, though, because that quote ought to come to 
our mind as we approach the Resurrection of our Lord. We 
celebrate Palm Sunday with the fanfare of the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords entering His capital city which brings us 
into Holy Week. And then each day of Holy Week brings us 
closer and closer to the terror of the cross which looms 
darker and darker. 
 

Maundy Thursday we clear the altar of the vessels which 
bring us Christôs body and blood. We hear Jesusô words of 
agony upon the cross in Psalm 22 and remember that He 
truly is man as well as God. Then Good Friday comes with 
all of its sorrow and darkness in the shadow of the cross. 
There are no alleluias. There are no shouts of joy. Instead, 
there is only the acknowledgement that Christ hangs upon 
the cross for all of the sins that we take lightly so that His 
blood could cover over them hiding them from the sight of 
our Heavenly Father. 
 

Even as Jesus hung upon the cross, the sky darkened and it 
was as though all the universe lost the gleam of joy as God 
hung where sinful man deserved to be. ñFrom the sixth hour 
there was darkness over all the land until the ninth 
hourò (Matt 27:45). I canôt imagine what that darkness 
would have been like. Hearing Jesusô final cry from the 
cross. Feeling the earthquake and seeing the dead raised 
even as Christ died. (Matt 27:51-54). We sit back and 
acknowledge, ñTruly this was the Son of God!ò 
 

ñItôs Always Darkest Before the Dawnò 
 

The disciples mourned. The women mourned. The people 
who finally acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ 
mourned. But then the dawn peaked over the gloomy    
darkness. 
 

On the 1st day of creation God said, ñLet there be light.ò 
And there was. On the 1st day of the week, three days after 
Jesusô death, the stone was rolled away to reveal an empty 
tomb. Godôs promises were fulfilled through Christ. A new 
creation was begun through Christ for you and for me! On 
Easter Sunday we celebrate the first fruits of the new      
creation as the light of the world is raised in glory. 
 

Take advantage of this time for reflection. Embrace the  
consistency. Embrace the hearing of Godôs same good news 

again and again...year after year...decade after decadeé 
century after century. Godôs Word is your life. Christ is 
Godôs Word who gives you life. 
 

ñTruly this was the Son of God!ò and then ñHe is Risen!ò 
 

Enjoy basking in the brightness of the dawn on that   
Sunday morning after the terrors of the dark. 
 

Blessings on your day! 

From Our Associate Pastoré            ñAsk the Pastorò 

A Note from Our Music Director... 
 

Easter Alleluias! 
 
Yes, the "alleluias" will return on Easter Sunday! 
Have you missed them in worship? 
 
Immanuel's bell and vocal choirs are collaborating 
on a piece titled "Easter Alleluias!" by John 
Behnke. The selection will be rung/sung at both 
Easter morning services. Practicing with one group 
downstairs and one group upstairs and joining them 
together for the selection is sometimes challenging 
because of the distance between them. Yet, together 
both groups will beautifully proclaim the             
announcement of Christ's resurrection to all       
worshippers. 
 
As the women on that first Easter morning         
questioned, the sopranos and altos will echo their 
thoughts:  ñWhere have they taken my Jesus? 
Where have they taken my Lord?ò 
 
The tenors and basses will answer in confidence:  
ñDeath is swallowed up in death. See the tomb is 
empty now.ò 
 
And the full choir will share the joyous news:  ñHE 
is a-risen from the grave! Alleluia!ò 
 
Bell chords will complement the text throughout the 
entire anthem, especially embellishing the 
ñAlleluias.ò 
 
Easter Blessings!  
Alleluia! Christ Is Risen! 
To HIM be the glory and honor! 
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April Birthdays &  
Anniversaries 

Parish Leaders  
 

Pastors: 
 
Rev. Dr. Tony Troup, 618-340-8375     Administrative 
Rev. Merritt Demski, 847-254-9666        Associate 
 

Church & School Staff: 
 
Lisa Clamors, 618-719-4954   Office Secretary  
Ann Frank, 282-6597         Music Director 
Sandy Mueller          Housekeeping 
Ken Schanz      Groundskeeper/Maintenance 
Linda Polansky, 618-980-3475       Preschool Director 
Deborah Joellenbeck        Preschool Aide 
 

Church Council: 
 
Wayne Collmeyer, 618-719-7235        President  
Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033       Vice-President 
Laura Kinzinger, 939-8175        Secretary 
David Powell, 618-974-9222        Treasurer 
Warren Frank, 282-6597      Financial Secretary 
Taryn Niemeyer, 939-7982      Christian Education 
Allen Jacobs, 939-3035   Church Properties 
Colby Crook, 618-910-2825 Evangelism/Fellowship 
Sandy Mueller, 618-420-1373       Social Ministry 
Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033   Spiritual Ministry 
Pat Kelly, 636-373-2967           Stewardship 
Sandy Nichols, 618-340-0520       Youth Ministry 
 

Other Volunteers: 
 
Lisa Clamors     Sunday School Superintendent 
Marilyn Collette         Head Sacristan 
Shirley Elmore           Sacristans 
Diana Heins 
Deborah Joellenbeck 
Valerie Zeisset 
Sandy Thompson        Flower Coordinator 
 

Field Education Student: 
Travis Henry, 1st Year 

716-223-0496 

 
Have you ever thought about joining one of  

Immanuel's Boards or committees? If so, please  
contact the appropriate person listed above. 

Happy Birthday 
toé 
 
1 Darian Becker  
2  Russell Lieb  
 Harry Thompson  
3  Tiffany Mitchell  
 Brett Wiegand 
 Gwen Wiegand 
4  Matthew Stratman  
5  Brian White  
6  Nathan Prescher  
 Michael Rusteberg  
7  Linda Harbison  
8  Greg Hoeffken 
9  Bob Kloeppel 
 Chris Melliere  
10  Audrey Campbell  
 Austin Campbell  
11  John Grant  
 Ethan Perjak  
12  Amanda Bergheger  
 Evan Fink 
 Wendy Maag  
 Sandy Thompson  
13  Alvera Jacobs  
 Steve Kruse 
 Reagan Nichols
 Barrett Thompson 
14  Alicia Kirkley  
15  Davin Dethrow 
 Harold Verseman  
16  Kennedy Filipiak 
 Andrea Glessner 
 Alex Magnuson 
17  Rodney Clamors  
 Wayne Collmeyer  
 Bill Holtgrieve 
18  Chuck Cadman  
19  Claude Heimburger
 Erwin Liefer 
22  Jessica Bender  
 Gina Eybel  
24  Tyler Koch  
28  Alexis Gill  
 Hayden Morris 
 Denise Wiese 

29  Kristin Crawford  
  Robert Kettler  
 Bob Osterhage  
 Max Schrader  
30  Tom Bequette  
 Julius Cottner  
 Madalyn Valerius 
 

Happy Anniversary toé 
 
6     Joe & Audrey Campbell (28) 
8     Rodney & Lisa Clamors (19) 
11   Gene & Diane Hoffmann (49) 
12   Don & Carol Matzenbacher (50) 
16 Darrell & Jane Gaitsch (41) 
17 Doug & Tracy Simms (9) 
21   Brian & Dina Nobbe (40) 
       Bill & Betty Schimpf (13) 
22   Robert & Mildred Menke (47) 
23   Russ & Bonita Lieb (37) 
24   John & Barb Grant (9) 
25   Eric & Brittany Buettner (4) 
       Roy & Bonnie Unterseh (49) 
26   Gary & Barbara Altes (50) 
       Scott & April Kirkley (11) 
28   Jim & Lori Smothers (29) 
29   Howard & Norma Shive (47) 
30   Robert & Willa Mae Prange (59) 
 

Happy Birthday and  
Happy Anniversary to all 
celebrating in April! 

Do You Have an Email Address? 
Did you know that you could be a good steward by 
receiving our newsletter via e-mail?  Call or e-mail 
the church office and let Lisa know to remove you 
from the mailing list and add you to the e-mail list. 
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9ƭŘŜǊǎΨ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘƛƴƎ 
tǊƻƎǊŀƳ  

όCŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƴŀƳŜ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘύ  

!-.    wƻŘƴŜȅ /ƭŀƳƻǊǎΣ сму-тмф-плно 
/-5    WƛƳ /ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ сму-тфф-утуф 
9-Iŀ   {Ŏƻǧ WŀƴǎǎŜƴΣ нмп-снф-сфтр 
IŜ-Iǳ   .ƻō tƻƭŀƴǎƪȅΣ сму-фтф-лфму 
W-Y    Wŀǎƻƴ ±ŀƭŜǊƛǳǎΣ пру-пуфл 
[-aŜƭ   YŜǾƛƴ ²ƘŜŀǘΣ фоф-ртлр 
aŜƴ-aȅ  /ŀƭ bŜŜƳŀƴΣ фоф-рмот 
b-t    9ƭŘŜƴ bƛŜƳŜȅŜǊΣ фоф-тфун 
w-{ŎƘŜ   [ŀǊǊȅ ¢ŀŀƪŜΣ фоф-птрт 
{ŎƘƛ-{ǿ   DǊŜƎ ²ƛŜƎŀƴŘΣ сму-пмл-мрлл 
¢-²Ŝƭ   YŜǾƛƴ ²ƘŜƭŀƴΣ фоф-мфур 
²ŜƳ-½   [ŀǊǊȅ DƻŜǎǎƭƛƴƎΣ сму-онн-сррр 
9ƭŘŜǊǎ ϧ tŀǎǘƻǊǎΥ  !ƭŀƴ {ǘǳƳǇŦΣ сму-тмф-флоо 
 

IŀǾŜ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ ƻǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ 
ŜƭŘŜǊΣ ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƘƛƳ ŀƴȅǝƳŜΦ 

Board of Social Ministry: 
 
April:  Camp Wartburg 
 
Items needed include all kinds of cleaning supplies, craft supplies 
for children of all ages, and plants & bulbs. Thank you for your 
support! 
 

Bi-County Backpack Program: 
 
This is an ongoing collection that supports children in Red Bud,  
Valmeyer, and Waterloo throughout the year.  See the weekly 
bulletins for a list of items needed, and place those donations in 
the collection box in the narthex.  Thank you! 
 

Sunday School: 
 
April:  Immanuelôs Mission Team 
 
Each month, the Sunday School classes take a monetary offering 
for a specific charity. Thank you to all of the Pre-K through 8th 
grade students that contribute to these collections each month! 

Monthly Collections 

For Men: 
¶ Tuesdays at 6:30 am at Burger King. The group is  studying the LHM video series, ñHe Who Dies with the 
Most Toys Still Dies,ò and is led by Pastor Troup. 

 
For Women: 
¶ We are taking until August.  Faith Mueller & Janet Crawford will lead a LifeLight study in the fall. 
 
For All Adults: 
¶ Sundays at 9:00 am in the overflow room. A study of Hebrews led by Pastor Troup. 
¶ Sundays at 9:00 am in the church basement  kitchen. Led by Scott & Jen Janssen and Tim Scheibe, this 
class has a faith development and parenting focus. Feel free to bring your little ones, too! 
¶ Wednesdays at 9:30 am in the overflow room.  A study of the general Epistles led by Pastor Demski. 
 
For Pre-KðCollege: 
¶ Preschoolð2nd grade: Sundays at 9:00 am in the 
education building. Led by Lisa Clamors, Deborah 
Joellenbeck, Pam Nagel, and Sandy Mueller. 
¶ 3rdð6th grades: Sundays at 9:00 am in the church  
basement. Led by Millie Menke & Gayle Mesnarich. 
¶ 7th & 8th grades: Sundays at 9:00 am in the       
multipurpose room. Walking with Jesus in the    
Gospel of Mark led by Alan Stumpf & Sem. Travis 
Henry.  Parents are welcome to attend, too. 
¶ High school and College-age: Sundays at 9:00 am 
in the youth room. We are studying the book of Luke 
led by Pastor Demski. 

Bible Studies & Sunday School Classes! 
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Baptism: 
 
2/23/19ðKaiden John Soma, son of Scott & 
Mandy nee Brandt Soma 

February 2019 
Official Acts 

I  O  P ... 
 
Please note:  The names listed below will remain on our public prayer list for two 
weeks unless the church office is notified otherwise.  Thank you. 

 
We Pray for our Fellow Parishioners: Millie Menke, Erwin Liefer, 
Sandy Moore, Perry Koch, Carol Woodcock, Ruby Muench, Ny Bartels,  
Lana Mueller, Marie Dietzel, Barbara Altes, Kay Bense, Rich Bachelier, 
Shirley Miller, Helen Clamors, Roger Schanz, Linda Gutknecht 
 
We Pray for Friends and Relatives of Parishioners: Michael Washausen, 
Nina Van Kamp, Ken Horn, Nicole Bachelier, Gordon Curd, Steven 
Muench, Diane Kersten, Don Kersten, Sarah Castelli, Tom Tierman 
 
We Pray for Those in the Service of Our Nation: Alicia Kirkley, Dustin 
Bender, Aaron Bommarito, Alex Naumann, Paul Doty 
 
We Pray for Our Missionaries and Special Missions: Immanuelôs  
Preschool; Eric, Linda, Michael & Julia Funke (Tanzania); Unity Lutheran  
Elementary School (East St. Louis, IL); Immanuelôs Mission Team 

April 2019 Altar Flowers 

4/6ð4/7  open 
 
4/13ð4/14 Given by Don & Carol Matzenbacher in 
   honor of their 5th wedding anniversary 
 
4/20ð4/21 Given by Jenny Jung in memory of Ray 
   Jung 
 
4/27ð4/28 Given by Howard & Norma Shive in honor 
   of their 47th wedding anniversary 
 
The 2019 Flower Chart is posted on the bulletin board in the      
narthex. Sign up for the weekend you would like! As your weekend 
approaches, Sandy Thompson, our flower coordinator, will contact 
you to give you more details. 

Total Deposits   $  32,045.72 
Total Expenses   $  35,453.93 
Over/(Short)    $   (3,408.21) 
 
February 28, 2019 Balances: 

Checking    $  17,721.64 
Scholarship Fund  $    9,692.83 
Nobbe Mem. Fund $    6,576.00 
Narthex Furniture Fund $       483.27 
Tuckpointing Fund $  12,743.00 
For Trust Fund  $  25,000.00 
Loan     $367,903.06 
 

2019 Year to Date: 
Deposits          $  70,950.10 
Expenses         $  81,465.44 
Over/(Short)   $ (10,515.34) 
Unpaid Obligations     $           0.00 

February Finances 

February 2019 
Church Attendance 

February 2019 (3)  677 
February 2018 (4)  803 
February 1989 (4) 972 

 

2019 Weekly Average (as of 2/28):  217 
As of 2/28/19, there were 916 baptized      

members. 

Recycle your        
aluminum cans! 
 

There is a large trash can in 
the kitchen for your cans. If 
you have a large amount and 
put them in trash bags, you 
can put the bags over by the 
white shed at the corner of the parking lot. Thank 
you for being good stewards and supporting our 
young people! 
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April 2019 Worship Helpers 

Saturday Accompanists: 
 

Joan Ruwald 
4/13 

 
Ron Jones 
4/6, 4/27 

Collator: 
 

Susan Hargrave 

Dates Times Ushers Servers Lectors Acolytes Greeters Media Team

Wed, Apr 03 7:30 PM 5 Addie Janssen & Ben Janssen Ushers Laurie Sparwasser ®

Sat, Apr 06 5:30 PM Rodney Clamors Rodney Clamors Reese Downing Lisa Clamors

Sun, Apr 07 7:45 AM 9 Warren Frank Hunter Kettler & Hayden Morris Ushers Adrianna Whelan ®

10:15 AM 7 Travis Henry Ollney Mueller, Jr. Jenna Hoeffken & Nicholas Hoeffken Ushers Pam Nagel

Wed, Apr 10 7:30 PM 8 Autumn Whelan & Kyra Drewes Ushers Mitchell/Tim Scheibe ®

Sat, Apr 13 5:30 PM Cal Neeman Lauren Patterson Jim Pflasterer Kelley Keller

Sun, Apr 14 7:45 AM 6 Warren Frank Ollney Mueller, Jr. Tucker Wilson & Ali Kloeppel Ushers Laurie Sparwasser

10:15 AM 10 Karen Hodapp Kyle Rusteberg & Kaden Roberts Ushers Greg Hoeffken ®

Thu, Apr 18 7:30 PM 11 Rodney Clamors Rodney Clamors Nathan Hemmer & Ava Hemmer Ushers Greg Hoeffken ®

Fri, Apr 19 12:00 PM 3 Wyatt Fink & Jenna Hoeffken Ushers Lisa Clamors

7:30 PM 5 Brayden Richey & Blake Nichols Ushers Pam Nagel ®

Sat, Apr 20

Sun, Apr 21 7:45 AM 1 Chuck Keller Wayne Collmeyer Lilly & Madalyn Prather, Sarah Alu Ushers Adrianna Whelan

10:15 AM 7 Warren Frank Warren Frank Addie & Ben Janssen, Davin Dethrow Ushers Mitchell/Tim Scheibe ®

Sat, Apr 27 5:30 PM Greg Wiegand Charli Major Pam Nagel

Sun, Apr 28 7:45 AM 2 Travis Henry Travis Henry Reese Downing & Hunter Kettler Barb & Courtney Heimburger Kelley Keller

10:15 AM 6 Rodney Clamors Rodney Clamors Autumn Whelan, Masson Fink, Nicholas HoeffkenWayne & Cathie Collmeyer Adrianna Whelan ®

NO SERVICE -- NO SERVICE -- NO SERVICE -- NO SERVICE

Immanuelõs Preschool is now registering for the 2019/20 school year! 
 

There will be a few schedule changes and more options available next year.  Itõs exciting! 
 

$50.00 Non-Refundable Registration Fee: Charged each school year per child. Enrollment forms 
and fee should be completed and turned in together to ensure preferred placement. 
 

School Hours, Drop Off and Pick Up: 8:30 am ð 12:00 pm Monday-Friday 
Drop Off between 8:20-8:40 am and pickup is promptly at 12:00 pm. 
 

Schedule Options and Tuition: 
 

3-4 year old classñmay attend 2-3-4 or 5 days 
2 Days- Tuesday/Thursday   $100 month 
3 Days- Tuesday/Thursday + 1 day $130 month 
4 Days- Tuesday/Thursday + 2 days $155 month 
5 Days- Monday-Friday    $175 month 

 

4-6 year old class (Those entering Kindergarten the following school year.) - may attend 3-5 days 
3 Days- Mon/Wed/Fri    $130 month 
4 Days- Mon/Wed/Fri + 1 day  $155 month 
5 Days- Monday-Friday    $175 month 

Visit our website 
(www.immanuelwaterloo.org) or 

contact the office 
(immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com or 
939-6480) for more information 
or to get a registration packet. 
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Want to Stay Up to Date?  
Go to our website (immanuelwaterloo.org ) and check it out!  Be sure to subscribe to the calendar, 
and youõll have the most up to date info on Immanuelõs activities and events.  Also, check out all of 
the info available right on our home page.  Notice that something is missing?  Let us know! 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Pastor Troup OFF 9:30a Adult Bible Class Pastor Demski OFF 9a-9p Scrapbook Day

5-7p Lenten Dinner

5:45-6:15p Immanubells

6:15-7:15p Midw eek

1-4p Quilters' Guild 6:15-7:15p Choir 4-8:30p Quilters' Guild

7:30p Lenten Service

8:30p Agape Ringers

7:45a Worship Service Pastor Troup OFF 9:30a Adult Bible Class Pastor Demski OFF

9:00a Educ Hour 5-7p Lenten Dinner

10:15a Holy Communion 5:45-6:15p Immanubells

6:15-7:15p Midw eek

6:15-7:15p Choir 4-8:30p Quilters' Guild 5:30p Holy Communion

7:30p Lenten Service

8:30p Agape Ringers

7:45a Holy Communion Pastor Troup OFF 9:30a Adult Bible Class Pastor Demski OFF Church Office Closed

9:00a Educ Hour

10:15a Worship Service 1-4p Quilters' Guild
12:00p Tenabrae 

Service

7-8p Choir 7:30p Holy Communion
7:30p Tenabrae 

Service

8-9p Agape Ringers

Church Office Closed 9:30a Adult Bible Class Pastor Demski OFF

Pastor Troup OFF

7:45a Holy Communion 6-6:30p Immanubells

9:30a Easter Egg Hunt 1-4p Quilters' Guild 6:30-8p Midw eek 4-8:30p Quilters' Guild 6:30p Men's Movie Club 5:30p Holy Communion

10:15a Holy Communion

7:45a Holy Communion Pastor Troup OFF

9:00a Educ Hour

1-4p Quilters' Guild

5 6

5:30p Holy Communion

137 8 9 10 11 12

25 26

20

6:30a Men's Bible 

Study

14 15 16 17 18 19

10:15a Holy Communion 

& Junior Confirmation 7:00p VBS Interest 

Meeting

21 22 23 24

28 29 30

6:00a Sunrise Service 

at Camp Wartburg

7:00p Elders' Meeting

No service

1-4p Quilters' Guild

9-11a Women's Mini-

Retreat

27

6:30a Men's Bible 

Study

6:30a Men's Bible 

Study

1 2 3 4

April 2019

6:30a Men's Bible 

Study

6:30a Men's Bible 

Study

7:15p Board of 

Christian Ed Meeting

9:00a Fill Easter Eggs

immanuelwaterloo.org
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A ñNoteò from our Music Director 

Lenten Music... 
 

As the weeks have gone by during January and February, 
the Adult Choir and the Agape Ringers have been     
practicing music selections for the Lenten Season. I 
would like to share a bit of information about two of the 
pieces as we begin to travel the path to the cross! 
 

The choral anthem "Broken Body" by Williams/Nichols 
beautifully reminds us of our Lord and Savior's sacrifice 
made for His people as He suffered and died on the 
cross. The accompaniment music in contrast to the vocal 
part is written to have a "broken" pulse. The choral score 
invites listeners to receive HIM in the words:  "take this 
body....drink this wine"..."take this symbol of love      
divine." The following is one of the verses: 
 

Broken body, broken bread, Broken Savior, whose 
blood was shed, 
Through this off'ring, this sacrifice, Wounded     
people, come, and find new life. 
Take this body, drink this wine, Take this symbol of 
love divine. 
Come receive Him; Be mercy-led, Take and eat His 
body; In His broken-ness be fed. 

 

As you listen to Delancy's handbell arrangement "O  
Sacred Head, Now Wounded," the familiar melody of 
the hymn will be heard after a double introduction to the 
arrangement. Singing bells resonating with chime tones 
make way for bell chords rung followed by the bells 
dragged across the tables...causing one to be reminded of 
the footsteps Jesus took as He carried/dragged His cross 
to Golgotha. 
 

After several verses of the hymn, the music comes to a 
close with three chords loudly rung with no dampening. 
These three chords are in reference to the nails piercing 
Christ on the cross.  One of the bells from these final 
chords will be carried out to the narthex, as its tone    
continues to be heard. This symbolizes that the story 
does not end with His crucifixion. 
 

Both of these pieces of music will be sung/rung twice. 
You will hear both selections on Ash Wednesday in the 
evening service. The Adult Choir will again sing 
"Broken Body" on Maundy Thursday; and, the Agape 
Ringers will again play "O Sacred Head, Now Wounded" 
at Good Friday's evening service. 
 

Blessings as we travel to the cross together this Lenten 
Season. 
 
Serving Him, 

2019 Lenten 
Sermon Series 
 
ñBehold the 
Man!ò 
 
March 6 ï 
April 21 
 

These sermons will   
examine and celebrate 
the truth that Jesus is 
both God and man.  Even though Jesus is God, weôll be  
invited to ñbehold the man.ò  Weôll see that Jesus is an   
eternal being inhabiting a human body. 
 
Ash Wednesday:  ñA God Who Hungersò 
(March 6)  Joel 2:12-19; 2 Cor 5:20bï6:10; Matt 6: 
    1-6, 16-21 
 
Midweek Lent 1: ñA God Who Praysò 
(March 13)  Heb 7:20-28; John 17 
 
Midweek Lent 2: ñA God Beatenò 
(March 20)  Is 52:13ï53:12; John 18:19-24 
 
Midweek Lent 3: ñA God Exposedò 
(March 27)  Gen 3:7-21; John 19:1-5, 23-24 
 
Midweek Lent 4: ñA God with a Motherò 
(April 3)   Rev 12:1-6; John 19:25-27 
 
Midweek Lent 5: ñA God Who Thirstsò 
(April 10)  Psalm 22:12-18; John 19:28-30 
 
Maundy Thursday: ñA God Who Lovesò 
(April 18)   Ex 12:1-14; 1 Cor 11:23-32; John 
     13:1-17, 31b-35 
 
Good Friday:  ñA God Who Bleeds, a God Who Diesò 
(April 19)  Is 52:13ï53:12; Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9;  
    John 18ï19 
 
Easter:  ñA God Who Risesò 
(April 21) Is 65:17-25; 1 Cor 15:19-26; John 20:1-18 or 
   Luke 24:1-12 

Book Club  
Monday, May 6 ñ7:00 pm 

 

Fear by Bob Woodward  
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BASIC helps the Jr High and High School members 
of our congregation grow together as the body of 
Christ. That happens primarily on Sunday mornings 
at the Divine Service and in Bible Study, but we also 
get together for fun, fellowship, and service activities 
throughout the year.  Remember, youth group is for 
youth in grades 6-12, and your friends are always 
welcome! 
 
You can join the Immanuel BASIC Facebook group 
and email pastor.demski@gmail.com to be added to 
the weekly email list for the newest updates. 
 
There will not be a Youth Group in April!  But,  
remember to join us on Sundays in the youth 
room from 9-10 am for Bible study! 
 
Watch the bulletins and Pastor Demskiôs emails for 

info on our upcoming events! 

BASIC Youth Group News! 

Itôs still Lent!  Still a time for reflecting and preparing!   We all go through different ñseasonsò 
in life and as we transition (finally!) to spring, it makes me think of how God prepares us for our 
different seasons, too.  And, what beautiful things await us as we watch the flowers begin to 
bloom, the grass turn green, and the tress bud.  What an awesome God we serve! 
 
Itôs almost time!  Our Mini-Retreat is less than 1 month 

away.  See the flyer on page 11 and share it with your girlfriends, too.  
All are welcome!  Rosie Adle is excited to be back with us and preparing 
her message of peace for us!  Our committee is preparing and planning to 
make this the best retreat yet!  And, I am praying for those who are   
helping and those who plan to attend, that they would be refreshed in 
those 2 short hours on Saturday, April 27, 2019 from 9-11 am.  As      
always, a delicious breakfast will be served followed by a time of Godôs 
Word and beautiful music. 
 
The Thursday evening Womenôs Bible Study will be taking a break until August when theyôll be       
studying LifeLight material. Faith Mueller & Janet Crawford will be leading this study. 
 
Be sure to stop by the narthex for a cup of coffee and a homemade treat each Sunday!  YUM!  Any    
donations (not required, but appreciated) will support local missions.  See the sign up sheet on the bulletin 
board if you would like to help out. 
 
Preparing my heart during Lent, 
Lisa Clamors 
 
ñHow good and pleasant it is when sisters live together in unity!ò Psalm 133:1 

Greetings from the Womenôs Christian Ministry (WCM)! 

Would you like to make a   
breakfast casserole or bring 
fresh fruit, danishes, pastries, 
yogurt, or juice for our Mini-
Retreat?  If so, please contact 

Sharon Osterhage (618-939-7180) 
or Lisa in the church office (939-

6480) and let us know! 

mailto:pastor.demski@gmail.com
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An Update from Our Missionary  
Partners 

 

Funke News: Walking 
 
Our children love a good walk, especially if it means that they can put 
on their rainboots, splash in puddles, and get as wet and muddy as  
possible. We, too, have been continuing our walk in Tanzania. Each 
day we figuratively put on our boots as we walk with God and with 
our Tanzanian friends through the highs and lows of life. Sometimes 
life gets messy, but we pray that we can continue to seek out the joy in 
each step, just as our children do. 
 
Please Help Us Find New Missionaries  
As we mentioned in our presentations and in our previous newsletter, we are preparing to move back to the U.S. in early 
2020. We are currently teaching our Tanzanian colleagues how to take over various aspects of our ministry. However, 
we hope and pray to find new missionaries to come live in our furnished house, to nurture and build up international 
partnerships between this school/diocese and churches in the U.S., to provide an international perspective at this school, 
and to use their unique gifts to serve this school. They can serve in any capacityð teacher, nurse, chaplain, social 
worker, DCE, deaconess, IT person, etc. Itôs extremely important to us that when we move, we leave well, and that 
the positive momentum at Mwadui Lutheran Secondary School continues. The sooner we can find new potential        
missionaries and bring them out to visit our school, the easier the transition will be for all involved. Our dream is for  
potential new missionaries to come visit sometime between now and July, begin fundraising this summer, and hopefully 
start Swahili language school this fall/winter. So far we have had no solid leads, so please help us spread the word. We 
have prepared a one-page description of this opportunity that you can download at 
www.globallutheranoutreach.com/blog/funke/newsletters. If you know of someone who might be interested or have   
other ideas for how we can get the word out, please email us at Linda.Funke@GlobalLutheranOutreach.com.  
 
Walking with Friends  
Some of our friends continue to face hardships, and we are thankful that we are able to walk with them in the hard times. 
Josephôs family, who live just outside of Mwadui, continue to feel the weight of poverty. The children came to our door 
looking for shoes this week. Thankfully, Rev. Joe Meyerôs church gave us multiple pairs of ñThe Shoe That Growsò 
which we were able to give to the four children in the family. Finally, we were reunited with our young friends Baraka 
and Amani, who were born without eyes. We hadnôt seen them in over a year since their family moved away from 
Mwadui. However, the reunion was bittersweet because even though Linda taught him to walk at age 5, at age 11 he can 
no longer take even two steps without falling. On Feb. 21, we took Baraka and his mother to Mwanza to see our  
American friend Dr. George Stablein. He was able to advise us on what tests we need to get and some possible steps  
towards treatment. Please keep all of these young people who are dear to us in prayer.  
 
School  
Meanwhile, Eric stays busy at school teaching math and computers and registering students for their national exams. 
Linda has taught study skills for the last four weeks and will be covering goal-setting in her class this week. She was also 
asked to speak at a gathering of teachers from four schools about the negative effects of corporal punishment, and her 
presentation was very well received.  
 
Life at Home  
At home, Michael and Julia have settled into their homeschool rhythm and are doing well. They also enjoyed baking 
cookies for friends and neighbors for Valentineôs Day. On Feb. 23, we celebrated Juliaôs 4th birthday with eight of her 
neighborhood friends, as well as some grown-up friends. On Feb. 24-26, we enjoyed hosting and catching up with Lucy 
Kohler, our Peace Corps volunteer from 2.5 years ago. We are so grateful to be able to walk with so many people and 
that so many people choose to walk with us, including all of you! 
 
This is just a part of the March 2019 newsletter written by Eric & Linda Funke on February 28, 2019.  Would you like to be added to 
their email list?  If so, email Eric & Linda at Linda.Funke@GlobalLutheranOutreach.com and let them know. 

mailto:Linda.Funke@GlobalLutheranOutreach.com


Page 11 Immanuel Monthly 



Page 12 Immanuel Monthly 

Confirmation Sunday! 
 

On Sunday, April 28, during the 10:15 am service, join us as 6 young men & women are confirmed.  Those 
being confirmed are Wyatt Fink, Nathan Hemmer, Jenna Hoeffken, Hayden Morris, Lilly Prather, and     
Brayden Richey. 
 
Congratulations and Godôs blessings to each of you! 

New Members!  

(l-r) Bill, Amanda, Clayton, Kinley & Kambrey Westfall, Nathan, Mike & Marsha Voges, Davin    
Dethrow, Carol Rossel, Liam Dethrow, Everly Dethrow, Joyce Rossel, Jacob Dethrow, Collin         

Dethrow, Rand, Zachary, Danny & Heather Bundenthal, Sean Arians, Alycia Jones, Dave Otten, 
Jane, Mark & Timothy Johnson 

 
A òMeet & Greetó Potluck was held in March in honor of our newest members received during  

February 2018ñJanuary 2019.  Twenty-six of our 41 honorees were in attendance.   
What a blessing they all are to Immanuel! 

Looking for a Few Volunteers 
 

We are looking for a few more volunteers to serve at Immanuel in various ministries & roles. 
 

Media TeamðUshersðGreetersðSunday School Teachers/Helpers 
 

If you would like to help out in any of these ways, please contact the church office. 


