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From Our Administrative Pastor… 

Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the time, 
because the days are evil.  Eph. 5:15-16 ESV 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters of Immanuel, 
 
When a friend wants to talk, sometimes he’ll ask, “Do you have a minute?”  Since we want to 
be good listeners and hear what he has to say, we often reply, “Sure, I’ve got all the time in 
the world.”  That’s a good reply.  It shows an eagerness to listen.  A willingness to talk with a 
friend and grapple with any problem he might have.  But it’s not quite accurate.  Our time on 
earth is limited.  We only have so many years in this world before the Lord calls us home or 
Jesus returns to earth in glory.  We don’t know how much time we have in this world, but we 
know it’s fixed.  We’re not going to continue in our present circumstances indefinitely. 
 
That’s not a scary thing for Christians.  We know that after life in this world we face an    
eternity with God.  We’ll be with Christ and serve him in his new creation forever.  But it 
does mean that we need to use our time wisely while we’re on this earth.  We need to use our 
time staying close to God and the people God has placed in our lives.  We need to use our 
time fulfilling the important roles God has given us, such as being a faithful Christian, spouse,  
parent, child, citizen, employee and steward.  We need to be make sure that we’re spending 
sufficient time with God, our loved ones, caring for our bodies and making a living. And that 
can be a tricky balancing act! 
 
Sadly, the time we spend with God every week is often short-changed.  There’s a lot of    
pressure in our society to spend time at work.  We live with and see family members in our 
daily lives.  There’s even a push to take care of our bodies in the form of media reports and 
reminders from the doctor’s office.  But there’s not a lot of push to spend time with God.  
The devil and the world tell us that time with God is expendable.  We can get to it later.  
There’s no real benefit right now, so it can wait.  God will still be there later. 
 
But the truth is, spending time with God every day is extremely important.  This is how we 
receive spiritual and emotional strength.  This is how we renew and refresh our minds, bodies 
and spirits.  This is how we receive godly wisdom and direction.  This is how we prepare for 
eternity.  So, with this in mind, Pastor  Demski and I decided to present a special three-
week sermon series during January 12-27.  Called “Spending Time with God,” the sermons 
will explore spending time with God in prayer and devotions, corporate worship, and use of 
the sacraments.  We’ll talk about the need and benefit of spending time with God and what 
practices enhance our time with God.  And while many things you hear won’t be new to you, 
the series will be a great refresher regarding timeless truths and how to stay close to God.  
Remember.  Your time is limited.  Spend it wisely.  
Spend it with God.  Have a blessed New Year! 
 
Love in Christ, 

 

THANK YOU!  Cindy & I would like 
to say a big thank you for all of the 

Christmas cards, cookies, treats, gift 
cards and gifts we received over the 

holidays. We feel so blessed to be 
where we are and we appreciate all of 
your thoughtfulness and kindness that 

you show us in so many ways! May 
God bless you all! 

mailto:immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com
immanuelwaterloo.org
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A “Note” from our Music Director 

Ringing in the New Year! 
 
Gathering around the town square with a bell in hand to 
"ring in the New Year" has been a tradition for many 
towns/cities.  The sounds of various kinds of bells     
ringing together send a message of joy and jubilation to 
all who hear!  As I write this, the hymn “Alleluia! Let 
Praises Ring” comes to my mind. Each stanza begins 
with the same words from the hymn title. Would it not be 
awesome if everyone had a bell in hand when singing 
this hymn during a worship service? 
 
Take the time to look at this particular hymn when you 
have a Lutheran Service Book in your hand...the number 
is 822. Although each stanza does begin with “Alleluia! 
Let praises ring!” ... you will also notice that the end of 
the first and last stanzas include "Singing, ringing” … 
“spread the story of our God, the Lord of glory!” 
 
So, along with ringing in the New Year, I pray that all of 
us will be singing HIS praises in the New Year at       
Immanuel. 
 
As the New Year 2019 begins.... 
+ Consider joining one or more of Immanuel's Music 
Ministries. 
+ Feel free to contact the Niemeyers 939.7982 for       
information about Immanubells. 

+ Contact myself (314-346-7413 or afrank@htc.net.) 
for more info about Adult Choir, Agape Ringers, Sunday 
School Choir, Instrumental Ensembles, etc.  
+ Also, check out the Music Ministry                          
information on our website for our various                  
music groups. 
     Serving Him in 2019, 

How should we feel about emotions? (Get it? “feel” about 
emotions…? I know...it wasn’t funny.) 

 
Emotions are a part of who we are. We feel happy, sad,   
angry, afraid, frustrated, and so on. Too often, though, we 
allow our emotions to run amuck and take on a role they 
aren’t intended to take on. Too often we allow our emotions 
to determine truth and define our standing with God. 

 
I don’t know who originally articulated the following      
distinction, but it’s been around for many centuries. The 
church fathers talk about the ministerial and magisterial use 
of reason. We can use that framework to discuss emotions. 
The fathers talk about reason being used in service to God’s 
Word (ministerial...minister=servant) rather than as a ruler 
over God’s Word (magisterial...i.e. magistrate = an           
administrator of the law). The point being made is that when 
we hear God’s Word we don’t say, “Well, that doesn’t make 
sense to my human reason, therefore it must not be true.” 
Instead, when we hear God’s Word we accept that there are 
some things we won’t be able to comprehend as humans in 
this life and we receive God’s Words and promises as what 
they are...HIS Word and promises. 

 
We articulate and understand the role of emotions and    
feeling in the same way. As we hear God’s Word we may 
feel happy, sad, angry, afraid, frustrated, and so on, but 
those emotions don’t answer whether God’s Word is true or 
not, nor do they tell us whether something is right or wrong. 
The problem is we have gotten to a point where emotion 
and truth are practically synonymous. Think about how  
often you say “I feel like we should…” rather than “I think 
that we should….” Seems like only a little difference, but 
it’s actually quite large. We “emotionalize” our decisions in 
life and then we bring that emotionalism into our faith to 
such a point that we lose God’s truth and make our        
emotions the proclaimer of truth. We often feel our way 
through things rather than thinking through them. 

 
If something makes us feel happy, it must be good, right, 
and salutary and if it makes us sad, it must be bad. When we 
start to go down that path, we begin to see the problem. 
Suddenly that sin that makes us feel good ends up not  
seeming too bad because in the moment it makes us happy, 
although it is contrary to God’s law. At the same time, 
God’s law convicts us of our sin and we suggest it must be 
wrong because it makes us frustrated and angry either     
because we cannot overcome sin by our own will power, or 
because we don’t think God would be so mean as to say we 
can’t do something that makes us “feel good.” 

 
Emotions are good. We should smile, cry, celebrate, and 
express our emotions in a God pleasing way, but we also 
have to beware of giving our emotion power that they ought 
not have. Feeling good doesn’t prove something is right and 

feeling sad doesn’t mean something is wrong. God’s 
Word is above all of it. We can honestly engage our 
emotions around God’s Word, but we always allow it to 
stand as the light that shines in the darkness of our sinful 
hearts. This is especially beautiful when we feel distant 
from God. Take a look at 1 John 3:19-24 that assures us 
that God’s promises stand over our heart’s feelings. 
God’s promises of life and forgiveness are always yes in 
Christ regardless of how we feel about it. Praise be to 
God! 

 
If you have any other questions,  
feel free to let me know. 

From Our Associate Pastor…            “Ask the Pastor” 
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January Birthdays &  
Anniversaries Parish Leaders  

 

Pastors: 
 
Rev. Dr. Tony Troup, 618-340-8375     Administrative 
Rev. Merritt Demski, 847-254-9666        Associate 
 

Church & School Staff: 
 
Lisa Clamors, 618-719-4954   Office Secretary  
Ann Frank, 282-6597         Music Director 
Sandy Mueller          Housekeeping 
Ken Schanz      Groundskeeper/Maintenance 
Linda Polansky, 618-980-3475       Preschool Director 
Deborah Joellenbeck        Preschool Aide 
 

Church Council: 
 
Wayne Collmeyer, 618-719-7235        President  
Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033       Vice-President 
Laura Kinzinger, 939-8175        Secretary 
David Powell, 618-974-9222        Treasurer 
Warren Frank, 282-6597      Financial Secretary 
Taryn Niemeyer, 939-7982      Christian Education 
Allen Jacobs, 939-3035   Church Properties 
Colby Crook, 618-910-2825 Evangelism/Fellowship 
Sandy Mueller, 618-420-1373       Social Ministry 
Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033   Spiritual Ministry 
Pat Kelly., 636-373-2967           Stewardship 
Sandy Nichols, 618-340-0520       Youth Ministry 
 

Other Volunteers: 
 
Lisa Clamors     Sunday School Superintendent 
Marilyn Collette         Head Sacristan 
Shirley Elmore           Sacristans 
Deborah Joellenbeck 
Valerie Zeisset 
Sandy Thompson        Flower Coordinator 
 

Field Education Student: 
Travis Henry, 1st Year 

716-223-0496 

 
Have you ever thought about joining one of  

Immanuel's Boards or committees? If so, please  
contact the appropriate person listed above. 

Happy Birthday 
to… 
 
1 Shirley Miller 
2 Stephen Goforth 
3 Marilyn Collette 
 Carol Gruber 
 Leah Worley 
4 Phyllis Brown 
 Wyatt Drewes 
 Roger Kinzinger 
 Joyce McDaniel 
 Sandy Moore 
 Donnie Rusteberg 
5 Jim Bouquet Jr. 
 Dennis Brandt 
 Michael Horn 
 Jenny Jung 
 Gloria Knoke 
7 Darrell Gaitsch 
 Jerry Huck 
8 Candi Bise 
 Dustin Dethrow 
 Rosie Fink 
 Scott Janssen 
 Kadin LaRue 
9 Mike Obst 
 Alec Trout 
 Taylor Vernier 
10 Josie Koch 
 Nancy Rodenberg 
 Gladys Ruff 
11 Betty Anne Demski 
 Cal Neeman 
 Daniel Niemeyer 
12 Charlie Lloyd 
 Jackie Nichols 
 Bob Polansky 
13 Bob Elmore 
 John Maag 
 Kelly Mehner 
 Diana Pulcher 
 Ross Schrader 
14 Linda Eggemeyer 
 Samantha Kruse 
 Mike Lloyd 
15 Kimber Prescher 
 Jeremy Roberts 
16 Larry Menke 
17 Rhonda Major 
18 Emily Rhodes 
19 Kelly Goforth 
 Alycia Jones 
21 Jackson Eybel 
 Barb Grant 
22 George Lesinger 
 Brian Nobbe 
23 Bonnie Doty 

23 Addie Janssen 
 Stanley Mitchell 
25 Ernie Bartels 
 Denise Gruber 
 Mike Hemmer 
27 David Rehmer 
 Evan Williams 
28 Rose Hoeffken 
29 Mark Johnson 
 Tim Troup 
30 Vicky Englert 
 Jon Grant 
 Jagger Gregory 
 Laura Kinzinger 
 Kathie Naumann 
31 Shirley Elmore 
 Millie Powers 
 Roger Weihl 
 

Happy Anniversary to… 
 
8     Larry & Reba Menke (42) 
10   Ernie & Nyla Bartels (32) 
15   Mike & Michelle Fink (14) 
20   David & Bev Jarvis (51) 
26   Bud & Gloria Knoke (68) 
28   Dennis & Nancy Rodenberg (35) 
30   Dean & Susan Kohlmeier (26) 

Happy Birthday and  
Happy Anniversary to 

all celebrating in  
January! 
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Elders‘ Shepherding 
Program  

(Families whose last name begins with)  

A-B    Rodney Clamors, 618-719-4023 
C-D    Jim Crawford, 618-799-8789 
E-Ha   Scott Janssen, 214-629-6975 
He-Hu   Bob Polansky, 618-979-0918 
J-K    Jason Valerius, 458-4890 
L-Mel   Kevin Wheat, 939-5705 
Men-My  Cal Neeman, 939-5137 
N-P    Elden Niemeyer, 939-7982 
R-Sche   Larry Taake, 939-4757 
Schi-Sw   Greg Wiegand, 618-410-1500 
T-Wel   Kevin Whelan, 939-1985 
Wem-Z   Larry Goessling, 618-322-6555 
Elders & Pastors:  Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033 
 

Have a question or would like to speak to your 
elder, feel free to call him anytime. 

Board of Social Ministry: 
 

January:  Life Network of Southern Illinois 
 

In addition to the baby bottle drive, this organization is also ac-
cepting various baby supplies including Diapers size newborn, 4, 
5, & 6; Pull-ups; laundry detergent; baby juice; toddler snacks; 
toddler meals; spill proof cups; Aveeno wash & lotion; infant Ty-
lenol & Motrin; and gift cards to Wal-Mart (Gift cards would allow 
us to purchase specialized formula and other items as they are 
needed.)  Thank you for your support! 
 

Bi-County Backpack Program: 
 

This is an ongoing collection that supports children in Red Bud,  
Valmeyer, and Waterloo throughout the year.  See the weekly 
bulletins for a list of items needed, and place those donations in 
the collection box in the narthex.  Thank you! 
 

Sunday School: 
 

January:  Lutheran Braille Workers 
 

Each month, the Sunday School classes take a monetary offering 
for a specific charity. Thank you to all of the Pre-K through 8th 
grade students that contribute to these collections each month! 

Monthly Collections 

For Men: 
 Tuesdays at 6:30 am at Burger King. The group is studying the book, “Will the Real Jesus Please Stand Up?” by Matthew Richard 

and is led by  Pastor Troup. 
 
For Women: 
 We will begin a study on The Lord’s Prayer on Thursday, January 10, 2019. Join us for this 9-week study every Thursday at 7:00 

pm in the overflow room. 
 
For All Adults: 
 Sundays at 9:00 am in the overflow room. A study of 1 Peter led by Pastor Troup. 
 Sundays at 9:00 am in the church basement  kitchen. Led by Scott & Jen Janssen and Tim Scheibe, this class has a faith           

development and parenting focus. Feel free to bring your little ones, too! 
 Wednesdays at 9:30 am in the overflow room.  A study of the general Epistles led by Pastor Demski. 
 
For Pre-K—College: 
 Preschool—2nd grade: Sundays at 9:00 am in the education 

building. Led by Lisa Clamors, Deborah Joellenbeck, Pam Nagel, 
and Sandy Mueller. 

 3rd—6th grades: Sundays at 9:00 am in the church basement. 
Led by Millie Menke & Gayle Mesnarich. 

 7th & 8th grades: Sundays at 9:00 am in the library. Walking with 
Jesus in the Gospel of Mark led by Alan Stumpf.  Parents are 
welcome to attend, too. 

 High school and College-age: Sundays at 9:00 am in the youth 
room. We are studying the book of Luke led by Pastor Demski. 

Bible Studies & Sunday School Classes! 
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Baptisms: 
 
11/3/18—Joshua Timothy Troup, son of Tim &  
Kristen Troup 
11/11/18—Bonnie Belle Doty, daughter of Gordon & 
Cassie Doty 
11/11/18—Cassie Doty (adult) 
 

Received by Profession of Faith: 
 
11/11/18—Rand, Heather, Danny & Zachary  
Bundenthal 
 

Transfers In: 
 
11/23/18—Doug, Tracy, Olivia & Elijah Simms from 
Concordia Lutheran Church in Kirkwood, MO 
11/26/18—Mark, Jane, Jacob & Timothy Johnson 
from St. Paul Lutheran Church in Columbia, IL 
 

Funerals: 
 
11/29/18—Stella Laugesen (passed away on 11/25/18) 

November 2018 
Official Acts 

In Our Prayers... 
 
Please note:  The names listed below will remain on our public prayer list for two 
weeks unless the church office is notified otherwise.  Thank you. 
 

We Pray for our Fellow Parishioners: Millie Menke, Erwin Liefer , 
Nancy Huck, Sandy Moore, Perry Koch, Carol Woodcock, Ruby 
Muench, Dan Worley, Ny Bartels, Carol Rossel, Jim Heise, Lana 
Mueller 
 

We Pray for Friends and Relatives of Parishioners:  Michael 
Washausen, Nina Van Kamp, Ken Horn, Nicole Bachelier, Gordon 
Curd, Steven Muench, Harvey Schaefer, Diane Kersten, Don Kersten, 
Sarah Castelli, Wanda Steingrubey 
 

We Pray for Those in the Service of Our Nation: Alicia Kirkley, 
Dustin Bender, Aaron Bommarito, Alex Naumann, Paul Doty 
 

We Pray for Our Missionaries and Special Missions: Immanuel’s 
Preschool; Eric, Linda, Michael & Julia Funke (Tanzania); Unity    
Lutheran Elementary School (East St. Louis, IL) 

January 2019 Altar Flowers 

1/5—1/6  open  
 
1/12—1/13 Given by Art Meyer & Jane   
   Schaefer in memory of Ellie Meyer 
 
1/19—1/20 open 
 
1/26—1/27 open 
 
The 2019 Flower Chart is posted on the bulletin board 
in the narthex. Sign up for the weekend you would like! 
As your weekend approaches, Sandy Thompson, our 
flower coordinator, will contact you to give you more 
details. 

Total Deposits   $  34,922.21 
Total Expenses   $  35,481.94 
Over/(Short)    $      (659.73) 
 

November 30, 2018 Balances: 
Checking    $  14,911.31 
Scholarship Fund  $    9,677.34 
Nobbe Mem. Fund $    6,576.00 
Narthex Furniture Fund $       483.27 
Pew Cushion Fund $    3,150.00 
Tuckpointing Fund $       600.00 
Loan     $371,851.41 
 

2018 Year to Date: 
Deposits          $448,734.31 
Expenses         $476,448.92 
Over/(Short)   $ (27,714.61) 
Unpaid Obligations     $           0.00 

November Finances 

November 2018  
Church Attendance 

November 2018 (4)  934 
November 2017 (4)  933 
November 1988 (5)  1302 

 

2018 Weekly Average (as of 11/30):  221 

As of 11/30/18, there were 914 baptized    
members. 
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January 2019 Worship Helpers 

Usher Teams: Saturday Accompanists: 
 

Joan Ruwald 
1/5 

 
Ron Jones 

1/12, 1/19, 1/26 

Collator: 
 

Sandy Thompson 

1   Roy Unterseh, Jim Stueve, Dennis & Raymond Brandt, Ed Arras 

2   Chuck Keller, Craig Mehner, Larry Taake, Dawn & Chase Rubemeyer 

3   Rodney & Lisa Clamors, Paul Hoeffken, Evan Fink 

4   Bill Stueve, Charles Lloyd, Kevin Whelan 

5   Robert Mesnarich Jr., Pam Nagel, Don & Carol Matzenbacher 

6   Jason & Nick Valerius, Tim Troup, Tyler Cooley 

7   Alan Stumpf, Paul Broske Sr., Ian Schrader 

8   Larry Goessling, Jim Smothers, Dave Wiese, Cal Neeman, Dean Harbison 

9   Jim Crawford, Allen Jacobs, Don & Gina Birrittier 

10   Elden Niemeyer, Sharon Osterhage, Wayne Hargrave, Wyatt Drewes 

11   Lee Eggemeyer, Ken Schanz, Roger Schanz, Curt Wittbracht 

Do You Have an Email  
Address? 

 

Did you know that you could be a good 
steward by receiving our newsletter via  

e-mail?   
 

Call or e-mail the church office and let 
Lisa know to remove you from the mailing 

list and add you to the e-mail list. 

Recycle your           
aluminum cans! 
 

There is a large trash can in 
the kitchen for your cans. If 
you have a large amount 
and put them in trash bags, 
you can put the bags over by the white shed 
at the corner of the parking lot. Thank you for    
being good stewards and supporting our 
young people! 

Special Fund Created 
At our congregational meeting in November, it was approved to start a “Tuckpointing the Front of the 
Church” fund.  This fund is for special donations that would go toward this project only.  If you would 

like to make a donation, please use your “Special Fund” envelope. 



Page 7 Immanuel  Monthly  

Want to Stay Up to Date? 
Go to our website (immanuelwaterloo.org) and check it out!  Be sure to subscribe to the calendar, 
and you’ll have the most up to date info on Immanuel’s activities and events.  Also, check out all of 
the info available right on our home page.  Notice that something is missing?  Let us know! 

immanuelwaterloo.org
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Funke News: Clothed! 
 
Early this month we journeyed up to Estes Park, and Julia       
experienced snow for the first time. She delighted in it, jumping 
right in immediately. Unfortunately, not having waterproof gear, 
she soon became wet and cold, crying “It hurts!” as if the snow 
had somehow betrayed her. The next day we went to a thrift store 
in Fort Collins and bought snow pants, snow boots, and other 
gear for our kids. The next time they saw snow, they were well 
clothed. Later in the month, Julia put on another new piece of 
clothing, her baptism dress, as she received the blessing of     
baptism and was reminded that she is a beloved child of God who 
is clothed in Christ. We are so thankful this month as we trust 
God to not only provide for our physical needs, but also to clothe 
us in joy, strength, and salvation and to help us share those gifts with others. 
 
St. Louis, MO 
Back in St. Louis, we had another full week of medical appointments, particularly getting Julia into the International 
Adoption Center of St. Louis Children’s Hospital. We had some fun with sledding as we made the most of a St. Louis 
snow day, saw our niece’s choir sing in a tree lighting at a local community center, welcomed Linda’s side of the family 
to St. Louis and showed them around the St. Louis Arch, and enjoyed a big family dinner the night before Julia’s       
baptism. 
 
Julia’s Baptism 
On Nov. 18, surrounded by family and friends at Chapel of the Cross in St. Louis, we shared about our work in Tanzania 
and celebrated the baptism of our daughter Julia. Linda’s sister and brother-in-law, Karen and Cory Perkins will serve as 
Julia’s godparents. God is doing amazing things in the life of this little girl, and we already see the light of Christ shining 
brightly in her.  
 
Thanksgiving and Other Activities 
We celebrated Thanksgiving with all of our Funke family. Even though Linda was sick with a fever, the time together 
was precious. That week we also had Funke family pictures taken and celebrated Eric’s brother’s birthday. On Nov. 25, 
we had the joy of worshiping and sharing at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Waterloo, IL, and reconnecting with friends 
there. After so many full weeks, this week we have been trying to slow down a bit and care for our bodies before       
traveling again in December.  
 
Meanwhile, Back in Tanzania... 
The fourth class of women graduated from the “Right to Live With Albinism” program. Our friend Esther Mangesho 
was consecrated as a deaconess. Austin Reed’s mom and brother came out to visit, and the preschool/daycare center  
continues to grow. They have now added playground equipment, napping beds, cubbies, and tables. Lastly, students at 
our school have started returning home as they finish their exams. We pray that the Christmas break will be refreshing 
for all.  
 
This is just a part of the December 2018 newsletter written by Eric & Linda Funke on December 1, 2018.  Would you like to be   
added to their email list?  If so, email Eric & Linda at Linda.Funke@GlobalLutheranOutreach.com and let them know. 

An Update from Our Missionary Partners 

Sunday School News! 
 

Several students received perfect attendance for the Fall quarter (September, October & November). Those 
students are Kelsey Crook, Jenna Hoeffken, Addie Janssen, and Ben Janssen. Each received a certificate &    

special gift. Several other students only missed 1-3 Sundays during the quarter and received honorable  
mention. Those students are Carolina Bradley (2), Nash Bradley (2), Nicholas Hoeffken (1), TJ Joellenbeck 
(1), John Noethen (2), Olivia Simms (1), and Ashlyn Whelan (3). Congratulations to each of these students! 

mailto:Linda.Funke@GlobalLutheranOutreach.com


Page 9 Immanuel  Monthly  

BASIC helps the Jr High and High School members of our          
congregation grow together as the body of Christ. That happens   
primarily on Sunday mornings at the Divine Service and in Bible 
Study, but we also get together for fun, fellowship, and service     
activities throughout the year.  Remember, youth group is for youth 
in grades 6-12, and your friends are always welcome! 
 
You can join the Immanuel BASIC Facebook group and email     
pastor.demski@gmail.com to be added to the weekly email list for 
the newest updates. 
 
Sunday, January 20—6-8 pm—Youth Group —Snacks, games, 
and fellowship in the Youth Room!  See you there! 

BASIC Youth Group News! 

Well, it’s here!  It’s January and the year 2019!  This is a time to reflect on all of the blessings, and even 
the events that didn’t seem to be such a blessing, that have occurred in our lives in 2018.  It’s a time to 
intentionally thank God for ALL of it… yes, ALL of it!  It’s also a time to start preparing for the many 
blessings to come in 2019.  As you know, my 2018 word was intentional, and I tried to do everything 
with intention—good God-pleasing intention.  After much thought & prayer, my word for 2019 will be 
prepare.  So, here’s to 2019, and let’s prepare our hearts and minds for all of the blessings to come! 
 

Speaking of Preparing...Our 2019 Mini-Retreat will be here before we know it!  Many hands will be needed for  
this wonderful morning.  Mark your calendars now—Saturday, April 27, 2019 from 9-11 am.  If you would like to help, 
please let me know.  Some of the areas needing volunteers are registration, set-up & decorating, handing out flyers, and 
of course, bringing a breakfast food item.  Don’t miss out on the fun and fellowship as we work together to minister to 
the many women who attend this inspirational event! 
 
The Thursday evening Women’s Bible Study resumes on 
January 10th with a 9-week study of The Lord’s Prayer.  
Faith Mueller will lead this study. As always, all ladies are 
welcome—Thursdays at 7:00 pm in the overflow room. 
 
Be sure to stop by the narthex for a cup of coffee and a 
homemade treat each Sunday!  YUM!  Any donations (not 
required, but appreciated) will support local missions. 
 
Preparing for Christ’s coming, 
Lisa Clamors 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“How good and pleasant it is when sisters live together in 
unity!”  Psalm 133:1 

Greetings from the Women’s Christian Ministry (WCM)! 

Watch the bulletins and Pastor Demski’s emails for info on our upcoming events! 

Join us at our next meeting!  
Tuesday, January 15th 

7:00 pm 

mailto:pastor.demski@gmail.com
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Many Blessed Events at Immanuel during 2018 
 

 Eight (8) children were baptized during 2018. Four girls and four 
boys. One adult was baptized as well. 

 Seven (7) 8
th
 graders were confirmed on April 30

th
. 

 Nine (9) dedicated people make up the staff of Immanuel       
Lutheran Church & Preschool (2 pastors, 2 teachers, 1 music 
director, 1 groundskeeper/maintenance man, 2 custodians, and 
1 secretary).  And, countless volunteers do various tasks around 
the church—thank you! 

 Pastor Demski & Veronica welcomed Elizabeth Anne “Betty” 
Demski on January 11, 2018. 

 The annual Mini-Retreat hosted by Immanuel’s Women’s   
Christian Ministry was held on April 22

nd
, and 84 ladies from   

Immanuel and the area churches attended. Mark your calendars 
for April 27

th
! 

 Our Paraguay Mission Team comprised of seventeen (17)          
Immanuel members ranging in age from 15-76 traveled to         
Paraguay in June.  It was a great experience!  Following the      
mission trip, half of the team members went on a personal trip to 
Peru to visit Machu Picchu. 

 Our Vacation Bible School was held 
at Immanuel in June, and 102       
children participated. Holy Cross, 
Wartburg also co-hosted this “wild 
ride” at “Splash Canyon.” 

 Four (4) people who celebrated their 
85

th
 birthdays in 2018 were            

recognized as “Crown of Silver”       
recipients in September. Those    
honored were June Gaitsch, Louise 
Nobbe, John Stueve, and Georgia 
Wynn. 
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 We honored Ann Frank (10 
years as Music Director) 
and Ken Schanz (10 years 
as Groundskeeper &            
Maintenance Man) in           
November.  Thank you for 
your service to Immanuel! 

 Fifty-six (56) children     
participated in the         
Children’s Christmas     
Service “From Heaven 
Above” on Dec. 23

rd
. 

 There were 7 funerals and 8 babies born at Immanuel in 2018. 
 Immanuel offers a youth bell choir, an adult bell choir, and an 
adult vocal choir for anyone interested in contributing their              
instrumental and vocal abilities. 
 During 2018, we have welcomed 41 new members by either Adult 
Confirmation, Profession of Faith, or transfer. Praise be to God for 
enlarging our church family! 
 As of December 27, 2018, we have a roster of 915 baptized  
members and 740 confirmed members. Our average weekend         
attendance (for all 3 services) is 223. 

Begins on… 
Sunday, January 13, 2019 

 
Sundays from 2-4 pm 

 
Visit our website 

(immanuelwaterloo.org) for 
all of the information and 

how to order the materials 
needed. 



 

WORSHIP SERVICES  
 

SATURDAY 
5:30 pm 

 

SUNDAY 
7:45 am & 10:15 am 

 
Holy Communion is celebrated at every Saturday     
service, at the 7:45 am service on the 2nd and 4th   

Sundays of each month, and at the 10:15 am service 
on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of each month. 

  

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  
 

Monday – Friday 
8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

 
Pastor Troup’s day off is Monday. 

Pastor Demski’s day off is Thursday. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church  
522 S. Church Street  
Waterloo, IL 62298  

 

May God continue to bless you:  

NON PROFIT ORG.  
BULK RATE  
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PERMIT NO. 23  

Change Service Requested  

Don’t forget to visit us on the web… 
immanuelwaterloo.org 

You’ll find our weekly announcements and 
updates, our calendar, VBS & Preschool 

info, and other important news! 

2019 

immanuelwaterloo.org

