IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
WATERLOO, ILLINOIS

Midweek Advent Service 1

Wednesday, December 5, 2018 – 7:30 pm

“Making more and stronger disciples of Jesus Christ
through the power of the Holy Spirit.”

Welcome to Immanuel!
Please turn off your cell phones and/or paging devices. Thank you!
If you are a guest, please fill out a visitor’s card located in the cardholder on
the back of each pew. During the offering, place this card in the offering plate.
As you leave, please introduce yourself to the pastors.
Members, please help us love and care for one another by filling out one of our
attendance cards. Remember to include all the members of your family who are
present in worship today. Thank you for filling out an Attendance card every
time you attend Church—it helps us keep good records.

PRESERVICE MUSIC / BELLS / WELCOME

EVENING PRAYER
Hymnal Supplement ’98, pg. 17

OPENING HYMN, LSB 349, “Hark the Glad Sound” (Accompanied
by the Immanubells)
Please stand

SERVICE OF LIGHT
P:
The Spirit and the Church cry out:
C:
Come, Lord Jesus.
P:
All those who await His appearance pray:
C:
Come, Lord Jesus.
P:
The whole creation pleads:
C:
Come, Lord Jesus.
HYMN
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P:
C:
P:

C:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe,
who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and
a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light
of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a
light to our path; for You are merciful, and You love Your
whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

PSALMODY [Psalm 103:1-12]
P:
Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless
his holy name! … as far as the east is from the west, so far
does he remove our transgressions from us.
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.
Please be seated

IMMANUBELLS, “Advent Hope,” arr. by Derek K. Hayes
OLD TESTAMENT READING, Isaiah 11:1-6
1

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch
from his roots shall bear fruit. 2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon
him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and
might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3And his
delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his
eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 4but with
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the
2

meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness
shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 6The
wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the
young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a
little child shall lead them.

P:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE, 2 Peter 2:1-10a
1

But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be
false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies,
even denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves
swift destruction. 2And many will follow their sensuality, and because of
them the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3And in their greed they will
exploit you with false words. Their condemnation from long ago is not
idle, and their destruction is not asleep. 4For if God did not spare angels
when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains
of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment; 5if he did not spare the
ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald of righteousness, with seven
others, when he brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; 6if by
turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them
to extinction, making them an example of what is going to happen to the
ungodly; 7and if he rescued righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the
sensual conduct of the wicked 8(for as that righteous man lived among
them day after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their
lawless deeds that he saw and heard); 9then the Lord knows how to
rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under
punishment until the day of judgment, 10and especially those who indulge
in the lust of defiling passion and despise authority.

P:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand

HOLY GOSPEL, Matthew 3:13-17
13

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by
him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by
you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so
now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he
consented. 16And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from
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the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17and
behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I
am well pleased.”

P:
C:

In many and various ways God spoke to His people of old
by the prophets.
But now in these last days He has spoken to us by His
Son.

MAGNIFICAT

Text (sts. 1–2): © 1991 Stephen P. Starke Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, number 100010322. Tune:
Public domain. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
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LITANY
L:

C:

L:
C:
L:

C:
L:
C:
L:

C:
L:

C:
L:
C:
L:

C:
L:
C:

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship
and praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For Tony and Merritt, our pastors in Christ, for all the
servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For our public servants, for the government and those who
protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in
every good deed, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and
protection in this and every place let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in
this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all
the people here present who await from the Lord great and
abundant mercy let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the
earth, and for peaceful times let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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L:
C:
L:
C:
L:

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and
need let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the faithful who have gone before us and are with
Christ let us give thanks to the Lord.
Alleluia.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Silence for meditation.

L:

C:
L:

C:
L:
All:

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to
Christ, our Lord.
To You, O Lord.
O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good
counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that
peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be
set to obey Your commandments; and also that we, being
defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace
and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ, our
Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
God forever.
Amen.
Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated

HYMN, LSB 941, “We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O
God”
SERMON, The Athanasian Creed verses 1-26 (LSB pg. 319-320),
“Trinity: An Indispensable Article of Faith”
OFFERING
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Please stand

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER
L:
Let us pray.
C:
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ,
Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this
day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins
where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this
night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body
and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with
me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.
Amen.
BLESSING
L:
The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the + Son, and
the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
C:
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN, LSB 352, “Let the Earth Now Praise the
Lord”
BELLS / POSTLUDE
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