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From Our Administrative Pastor… 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Immanuel, 
 
Happy New Year!  It’s hard to believe that we’ve     
completed 2017 and are entering a new year.  For many 
people, the new year signals the beginning of new plans 
and resolutions.  People resolve to lose weight, or spend less time in front of the   
computer, or be kinder to animals.  And these resolutions are good ideas—especially 
if you can keep them! 
 
For me, the new year signals a time of quiet reflection.  I reflect on God’s blessings to 
me.  I remember my wife, kids and grandkids, my extended family, the privilege of 
being a pastor, the outstanding staff with whom I work, and our wonderful church and 
community.  And then I think about the things that God may have in store for us in 
the future.  What kind of activities will my grandchildren be involved with?  What 
kind of changes will Cindy’s new job entail?  How will Immanuel’s ministry and  
programs evolve?  What kind of new programs will we start?  Where is the Lord  
leading us?  Perhaps you do the same thing.  You thank God for your blessings and 
wonder what God has in store for you.  You make plans and think about how God 
will be at work in your life. 
 
Making plans and thinking about how God will use me used to make me very        
anxious.  What if I go in one direction—and then the Lord leads me in another        
direction?  What if I work on a program and it fails?  What if I prepare for an event, 
but something totally unexpected happens?  Yes, a lot of these thoughts gave me 
heartburn.  And even though I think I’m less obsessed about being in control these 
days, these thoughts can still give me heartburn. 
 
But then I remember the words of the Lord in Jer. 29:11.  Words God spoke to his 
disheartened people in exile: “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  
Aren’t those great words of assurance?  We don’t know what the future holds, but we 
know who holds the future.  And because Jesus made 
us right with God by his life, death, and resurrection, 
we know that the future is bright.  We’re in God’s 
loving arms now and forever.  So—Happy New Year!  
Count your blessings.  Thank God for his gifts.  
Dream about the plans God has for you.  Know that 
you’re God’s child and he’ll work all things together 
for your good.  Live fully and enjoy the new year! 
 
Love in Christ, 

Making plans and thinking 
about how God will use 

me used to make me very 
anxious.   
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Greetings in Christ, 
 

Why is it wrong to live together before marriage? 
There was a time when our American culture and the 
Christian faith would have provided similar answers 
to that question. Not so anymore. Since culture 
doesn’t adhere to Christian teaching, it’s important to 
remember why we believe what we believe as     
Christians living in a non-Christian culture. 
 

Men and women who live together before marriage 
tend to live as husband and wife in every way. Even if 
they say they’ll refrain from sexual intimacy until 
marriage...and have every intention of doing 
so...there’s this troublesome thing called “temptation.” 
Temptation constantly rears its head from within our 
sinful hearts. This is true for any couple, and it’s     
especially true for a man and woman who move in 
together where they are regularly alone with one     
another. That’s the first and foremost part of the   
problem: Sex outside of marriage (sexual immorality 
as defined by Scripture) and the placing of ourselves 
into a precarious situation where temptation will likely 
overtake us. 
 

The second part of the issue is the outward witness of 
the couple living together. People see a man and 
woman sharing a home and the assumption is that the 
couple is either married or living as though they are. If 
the couple isn’t married, it suggests that marriage isn’t 
important and sexual immorality isn’t a big deal. But 
when we read Scripture we learn that God made man 
and woman and joined them together as husband and 
wife in Genesis 2. Jesus even made reference to that 
occasion in the Gospels (See Mark 10 for an           
example). Marriage was instituted by God to join man 
and woman together for life to provide support, care, 
and security for one other. Here are some other      
passages about marriage for further study: Genesis 2, 
Mark 10, Ecclesiastes 9:9, Ephesians 5, 2 Cor 6:14, 
Ex 20:17, Isaiah 62:5, Proverbs 31:10. 
 

Sexual intimacy is called such because it beautifully 
binds man and woman in the most intimate way.   
Sexuality and all of its beauty is reserved for marriage 
where there is a commitment between a man and a 
woman to be faithful, supportive, and caring to one 
another for life. Ephesians 5 tells us that marriage is a 
living example of God’s love for—and faithfulness 
to—His people. Living together before marriage     
ignores all of that. The Bible is tossed to the side as an 

antiquated thing that just “doesn’t get” our modern 
culture. Yet, even the secular research shows that   
living together more often destroys relationships    
rather than building them up. Scripture is clear that if 
a man and woman want to be committed to one      
another and enjoy the intimacy of a sexual              
relationship, they are to be married and live as       
husband and wife. Take the vows, live in the security 
of a committed man or woman. Until then, remain 
pure. Before then, don’t be alone together with your 
future husband or wife where temptation can be   
overwhelming. 
 

Christians have an opportunity in our culture to stand 
out with strong committed families. We have a 
chance to show people the example of Christ’s love 
for the church in the living example of holy          
matrimony. As our culture shifts, we stand out as we 
live faithfully as husband and wife, and reserving life 
as husband and wife for the institution of marriage. 
The witness of our Christian faith, the stability of the 
family, and our own clean consciences demand it. 
Christ has washed you clean and calls you to live in 
purity until his return. We are called to purity whether 
that is as a single individual or as a person who is 
married. Will we see perfection in this life? Nope. But 
we repent when we sin and we trust in God’s promise 
of salvation always praying for his continued work in 
our lives to live as His holy children redeemed by 
Christ. 
 

If you have any other questions, feel free to let me 
know. 
 

Blessings on your day! 

From Our Associate Pastor…            “Ask the Pastor” 
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January Birthdays &  
Anniversaries Parish Leaders  

 

Pastors: 
 

Rev. Dr. Tony Troup, 618-340-8375   Administrative 
Rev. Merritt Demski, 847-254-9666     Associate 

 

Church & School Staff: 
 
Lisa Clamors, 618-719-4954       Office Secretary  
Ann Frank, 282-6597       Music Director 
Sandy Mueller        Housekeeping 
Ken Schanz         Groundskeeper/Maintenance 
Linda Polansky, 618-980-3475           Preschool Director 
Cindy Troup        Preschool Aide 
 

Church Council: 
 
Lee Eggemeyer, 458-8555       President  
Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033     Vice-President 
Laura Kinzinger, 939-8175      Secretary 
David Powell, 618-974-9222      Treasurer 
Warren Frank, 282-6597    Financial Secretary 
Taryn Niemeyer, 939-7982    Christian Education 
Allen Jacobs, 939-3035       Church Properties 
Colby Crook, 618-910-2825    Evangelism/Fellowship 
Sandy Mueller, 618-420-1373     Social Ministry 
Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033       Spiritual Ministry 
Pat Kelly, Sr., 636-373-2967        Stewardship 
Sandy Nichols, 618-340-0520     Youth Ministry 
 

Other Volunteers: 
 
Lisa Clamors        Sunday School Superintendent 
Louise Nobbe            Head Sacristan 
Marilyn Collette         Sacristans 
Shirley Elmore 
Deb Joellenbeck 
Sandy Thompson      Flower Coordinator 
Lisa Clamors       Women’s Christian Ministry 
 

Field Education Students: 
Jackson Marchlewski          1st Year 

 
Have you ever thought about joining one of  

Immanuel's Boards or committees? If so, please  
contact the appropriate person listed above. 

Happy Birthday 
to… 
 
1    Shirley Miller 
2    Stephen Goforth 
3    Marilyn Collette 
      Carol Gruber 
      Leah Worley 
4    Phyllis Brown 
      Wyatt Drewes 
      Roger Kinzinger 
      Joyce McDaniel 
      Sandy Moore 
      Donnie Rusteberg 
5    Jim Bouquet Jr. 
      Dennis Brandt 
      Michael Horn 
      Jenny Jung 
      Gloria Knoke 
7    Darrell Gaitsch 
      Jerry Huck 
8    Candi Bise 
      Rosie Fink 
      Scott Janssen 
      Kadin LaRue 
9    Mike Obst 
      Alec Trout 
      Taylor Vernier 
10  Josie Koch 
      Nancy Rodenberg 
      Gladys Ruff 
11  Cal Neeman 
      Daniel Niemeyer 
12  Charlie Lloyd 
      Jackie Nichols 
      Bob Polansky 
13  Bob Elmore 
      John Maag 
      Kelly Mehner 
      Diana Pulcher 
      Ross Schrader 
14  Linda Eggemeyer 
      Samantha Kruse 
      Mike Lloyd 
15  Kimber Prescher 
      Jeremy Roberts 
16  Larry Menke 
17  Rhonda Major 
18  David Naumann 
      Emily Rhodes 
19  Kelly Goforth 
21  Jackson Eybel 
      Barb Grant 
22  George Lesinger 
      Brian Nobbe 
23  Addie Janssen 
      Stanley Mitchell 
 

25     Ernie Bartels 
 Denise Gruber 
 Mike Hemmer 
27  David Rehmer 
 Evan Williams 
28 Rose Hoeffken 
29 Tim Troup 
30 Vicky Englert 
 Jon Grant 
 Jagger Gregory 
 Laura Kinzinger 
 Kathie Naumann 
31 Shirley Elmore 
 Millie Menke 
 Roger Weihl 
 

Happy Anniversary to… 
 

8     Larry & Reba Menke (41) 
9     Steve & Marcia Jones (47) 
10   Ernie & Nyla Bartels (31) 
15   Mike & Michelle Fink (13) 
20   David & Bev Jarvis (50) 
26   Bud & Gloria Knoke (67) 
28   Dennis & Nancy Rodenberg (34) 
30   Dean & Susan Kohlmeier (25) 
 

God’s blessings to each of you 
as you celebrate a birthday or 

anniversary in January! 

Reduce! Reuse! 
Recycle! 

 
Recycle your aluminum cans!  
There is a large trash can in the 
kitchen for those cans. If you 
have a large amount and put 
them in trash bags, you can put 
the bags over by the white 
shed at the corner of the    
parking lot. The paper recycle 
bins are located in the back of 
the education building.  Load 
them up with your paper      
recycling products!  Thank you 
for being good stewards and 
for your support of our youth! 
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Elders‘ Shepherding 
Program  

(Families whose last name begins with)  

A-B    Rodney Clamors, 618-719-4023 
C-D    Jim Crawford, 618-799-8789 
E-Ha   Scott Janssen, 214-629-6975 
He-Hu   Bob Polansky, 618-979-0918 
J-K    Jason Valerius, 458-4890 
L-Mel   Kevin Wheat, 939-5705 
Men-My  Cal Neeman, 939-5137 
N-P    Elden Niemeyer, 939-7982 
R-Sche   Larry Taake, 939-4757 
Schi-Sw   Jerry Grant, 939-5032 
T-Wel   Kevin Whelan, 939-1985 
Wem-Z   Larry Goessling, 618-322-6555 
Elders & Pastors:  Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033 
 

Have a question or would like to speak to your 
elder, feel free to call him anytime. 

Board of Social Ministry: 
 

January & February:  Life Network of Southern Illinois 
 

In addition to the baby bottle drive, this organization is also accepting 
various baby supplies including Diapers size newborn, 4, 5, & 6; Pull-
ups; laundry detergent; baby juice; toddler snacks; toddler meals; spill 
proof cups; Aveeno wash & lotion; infant Tylenol & Motrin; and gift cards 
to Wal-Mart (Gift cards would allow us to purchase specialized formula 
and other items as they are needed.)  Thank you for your support! 
 

Bi-County Backpack Program: 
 

This is an ongoing collection that supports children in Red Bud,  
Valmeyer, and Waterloo throughout the year.  See the weekly bulletins 
for a list of items needed, and place those donations in the collection box 
in the narthex.  Thank you! 
 

Sunday School: 
 

January:  Lutheran Braille Workers 
 

Each month, the Sunday School classes take a monetary offering for a 
specific charity. Thank you to all of the Pre-K through 8th grade students 

Monthly Collections 

Sunday Education Hour (9-10 am):  This Bible study hour consists of Sunday School for the 
youth (3 years old to 8th grade), a Bible study for high school & college students led by Pastor 
Demski in the youth room; “That’s in the Bible?” led by Pastor Troup in the overflow room; and a 
study by Dr. Lehman called Have a New Kid by Friday led by Scott & Jen Janssen and Tim Scheibe 
in the church basement kitchen. 
 

Men’s Bible Study:  Pastor Troup leads this Lutheran Hour Ministries Men ’s Network Bible 
study of A Man Named Martin based on the life of Martin Luther each Tuesday at 6:30 am.  All are 
welcome! 
 

Wednesday Morning Adult Bible Class:  This Bible study and fellowship time is held every 
Wednesday at 9:30 am. This class is led by Pastor Demski, and they are studying Jeremiah. 
 

Ladies’ Bible Study:  We are doing a Life Light study on the book of John co-led by Faith 
Mueller & Janet Crawford at 7:00 pm on Thursdays in the overflow room. 
 

Adult Information Classes:  If you are interested in this class, please let one of the pastors or 
church office know. 

Bible Studies & Sunday School Classes! 

Sunday School Teachers & Subs Needed: 
 

We are looking for a couple teachers for our preschool—2nd grade classes as well as a couple 
people willing to sub if needed.  Can you help?  If so, please contact Lisa Clamors (939-6480 
or immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com) if you can help in this way. 



Page 5 Immanuel  Monthly  

Baptisms: 
 

11/11—Johnathan James Dieterle, son of Rob & Jenn nee  

  Hart Dieterle 

11/12—Crystal Kraemer 

11/18—Luke William Kirkley, son of Scott & April nee Menke  

   Kirkley 

 

Funerals: 
 

11/18—Lena Woodcock who passed away on 11/9/17 

November Church Attendance 

November Official Acts 

In Our Prayers... 
 

Please note:  The names listed below will remain on our public prayer list for two 
weeks unless the church office is notified otherwise.  Thank you. 

 
We Pray for our Fellow Parishioners: Millie Menke, Erwin Liefer ,   
Nancy Huck, Sandy Moore, Esther Brandt, Perry Koch, Tami Wilson, Carol 
Woodcock, Marvin Henry, Pat Jones, Alvera Jacobs, Elroy Schoenbeck 
 
We Pray for Friends and Relatives of Parishioners:  Michael  
Washausen, Nina Van Kamp, Ken Horn, Kurt Klotzer, Nicole Bachelier, 
John Stumpf, Scott Nobbe, Lydia Boyer, Elsa Wiemerslage, Derrick 
DeWilde, Gordon Curd, Harry Wolf, Jane Donjon, Debbie Farago  
Richardson, Steven Muench, Naomi Demski 
 
We Pray for Those in the Service of Our Nation: Alicia Kirkley, Dustin  
Bender, Aaron Bommarito, Alex Naumann, Paul Doty, Amanda Milburn, 
Marty Jung 
 
We Pray for Our Missionaries and Special Missions: Er ic & Linda 
Funke (Tanzania), Unity Lutheran Elementary School (East St. Louis, IL), 
Immanuel’s Mission Team (Paraguay) 

January 2018 
Altar Flowers 

1/6-1/7  open 
1/13-1/14 open 
1/20-1/21 open 
1/27-1/28 open 
 
The 2018 Flower Chart is posted on the 

bulletin board in the hallway by the 
overflow room. Sign up for the weekend 

you would like! As your weekend      
approaches, Sandy Thompson will   

contact you to give you more details. 

Do You Have an Email  
Address? 

Did you know that you could be a 
good steward by receiving our 
newsletter via e-mail?  Call or      
e-mail the church office and let  

Lisa know to remove you from the 
mailing list and add you to the     

e-mail list. 

November 2017 (4)    933 
November 2016 (4)    863 
November 1987 (5)  1325 

 

2017 Weekly Average (as of 11/30):  224 
 

As of 11/30/17, there were 883 baptized members. 

Total Deposits   $  38,910.83 
Total Expenses   $  39,227.89 
Over/(Short)    $      (317.06) 

 
November 30, 2017 Balances: 

Checking    $  44,232.48 
Scholarship Fund  $    9,545.55 
Narthex Exp. Fund $  57,940.28 
Nobbe Mem. Fund $    8,236.00 
Mission Team Fund $    8,998.37 
Horn Mem. Fund  $       321.27 
Mem. Fund (Undesignated) $       830.00 
Ed Bldg Ins. Reim. $    1,261.79 
Loan     $         0.00 

 
2017 Year to Date: 

Deposits          $469,220.74 
Expenses         $482,245.70 
Over/(Short)   $ (13,024.96) 
Unpaid Obligations     $           0.00 

November Finances 

Can You Help? 
Immanuel has a small group of   people willing to help transport others 

to the doctor, store, etc.  We are in need of a few more volunteers to 
help with this service.  If you would like to be put on this list, please 

contact Lisa in the church office. 
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January 2018 Worship Helpers 

Vestment Color: 
 

 Jan. 1-12 red 
 Jan. 13-31 black 

Usher Teams: 

Saturday Accompanists: 
 

Ron Jones - 1/6, 1/20, 1/27 
Joan Ruwald - 1/13 

Collator: 
 

Linda Allscheid 

1   Roy Unterseh, Jim Stueve, Dennis & Raymond Brandt, Ed Arras 

2   Chuck Keller, Craig Mehner, Larry Taake, Dawn & Chase Rubemeyer 

3   Rodney & Lisa Clamors, Ollney Mueller Jr., Paul Hoeffken 

4   Bill Stueve, Charles Lloyd, Kevin Whelan 

5   Robert Mesnarich Jr., Pam Nagel, Don & Carol Matzenbacher 

6   Jason & Nick Valerius, Tim Troup 

7   Alan Stumpf, Ross Schrader, Paul Broske Sr. 

8   Larry Goessling, Jim Smothers, Dave Wiese, Cal Neeman, Dean Harbison 

9   Jim Crawford, Allen Jacobs, Don & Gina Birrittier 

10   Elden Niemeyer, Sharon Osterhage, Wayne Hargrave, Wyatt Drewes 

11   Lee Eggemeyer, Ken Schanz, Roger Schanz, Curt Wittbracht 

Special Fundraiser Coming Up! 
 
Our Preschool children will be doing a 
special dinner time fundraiser on January 
25 and 26, 2018 to help pay for a much 
needed fence around our playground.  
During this fundraiser, students will serve 
pizzas and play games with their guests.  
We are looking for church volunteers to 
help us work with the kids, make pizzas, 
and help with set up, serving, and clean 
up.  Please contact Linda, Cindy or Lisa if 
you would like to volunteer. 
 
The children are looking forward to this! 

Looking for a Few Volunteers 
 

We are looking for a few people to help with communion set up during 
our Saturday evening services as well as a few people to serve on our 
media team at our services.  Are you available and willing to help out?  
Please contact the church office and let us know! 

PARAGUAY MISSION TEAM UPDATE! 
 
Our dates are finalized, and our plane tickets are purchased!  Praise be to 
God!  Our plane leaves on June 16, 2018, and we’ll be serving in Paraguay 
during June 17-25, 2018. Those on the team preparing for this trip are      
Rodney Clamors, Adam & Jill Eggemeyer, Paul Hoeffken, Ollney & Sandy 
Mueller, Bob & Linda Polansky, Tim, Mitchell & Audra Scheibe, Pastor Troup, 
Jason, Karen, Nick & Maddie Valerius, Julie Valerius, and Haley Vernier. 
Please keep us in your prayers! 
 
THANK YOU for supporting our various fundraisers over the past year! We’ll 
be hosting several upcoming fundraisers including “Pizza 4 Paraguay” days, 
Advent & Lenten dinners, Cardinals game on April 21, 2018, trivia nights, and 
more!  Any support is appreciated! 
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Want to Stay Up to Date? 
Go to our website (immanuelwaterloo.org) and check it out!  Be sure to subscribe to the calendar, 
and you’ll have the most up to date info on Immanuel’s activities and events.  Also, check out all of 
the info available right on our home page.  Notice that something is missing?  Let us know! 

immanuelwaterloo.org
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Funke News: 
Praise the Lord! 
 
“Praise the Lord! Praise 
the Lord from the heavens; 
praise him in the heights! 
Praise him, all his angels; 
praise him, all his host! Praise 
him, sun and moon; praise him, 
all you shining stars!” Psalm 148:1-3  
 
Thanksgiving has always been one of our favorite holidays, not so 
much for the delicious foods—though they are a wonderful treat—but 
because it gives us a time to sit back, reflect on the many gifts God 
has given us, and give thanks. In other words, “Praise the Lord!” :-) 
As we now begin preparing our hearts and minds for Advent and 
Christmas, we continue to be reminded of all that God has done. This 
year we have rejoiced in opportunities to teach at our school, to     
connect with our students, to sponsor kids who are differently abled, 
to mentor and strengthen the local deaconesses in their ministries, to 
take next steps in community outreach programs, and of course, to 
welcome the newest addition to our family. For all this and so much 
more, we praise God. 
 
Our School 
This month Eric has been hard at work holding final review sessions, 
writing and grading exams, and compiling grade sheets for students to 
take home. However, as of Tuesday November 28th, all of the       
students except for Pre-Form 1 are headed home for the Christmas 
break. And with that, our fifth school year in Tanzania is complete! 
Eric plans to do some computer system updates in December, and 
then we will welcome students back again in January. 
 
Progress at Our Sister School 
Earlier this month we traveled to Mwanza to do some preparatory 
shopping for our Thanksgiving dinner, catch up with friends, and see 
how things are going at the new Lutheran secondary school in  
Mwanza. Thank you again to everyone at St. John Lutheran Church in    
Cypress, TX who raised money for the new school laboratory. We 
were so pleased to see that the outside is completely plastered, the 
stairs are in, the window frames and doors have been installed, the 
trenches for chemicals in the laboratory have been dug, and they are 
hard at work installing the cement lab tables. They are also finishing 
the administrative building, have painted the classrooms, and have 
installed doors in the bathrooms. They are still hoping to start classes 
in January, but could use your prayers because the government      
continues to try to add new requirements for starting a school. Now 
the government is saying they need a library and a kitchen before the 
school can start. Please pray that the diocese leaders will be able to 
convince them to allow the school to start with one of the classrooms 
as the library and the pastor’s house as the kitchen. 
 
This is part of their December newsletter written by Eric & Linda 
Funke on Nov. 30, 2017.  Would you like to be added to their email 
list?  If so, email Eric & Linda at  
Linda.Funke@GlobalLutheranOutreach.com and let them know. 

An Update from Our  
Missionary Partners 

A “Note” from our Music Director 

Beginning a New Year and a New Season! 
 
After a short "Christmas Break" Immanuel's    
music groups will begin the 2018 Spring Season. 
Please consider joining Immanuel's Music  
Ministry in the New Year!  Contact me via phone, 
internet or personally if you have any questions 
about opportunities, practices, groups, etc. 
 

*Immanubells on Wed, Jan 10th @ 6 pm 
*Sunday School Choirs on Sun, Jan 7th prior to 

their lessons 
*Adult Choir on Wed, Jan 10th @ 7 pm 

*Agape Ringers on Wed, Jan 10th @ 8:05 pm 
 
Many thanks to all who so willingly gave of their 
time and talents to serve the Lord musically in 
2017, especially during December. For me, the 
"manger music" heard throughout the Advent/
Christmas Season continues to "ring in my ears." 
 
How beautifully the Sunday School Children sang 
"For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is  
given!" at their special service. In the light of 
burning candles, both Immanubells and Agape 
Ringers led the congregation in singing "Silent 
Night, Holy Night" and the Adult Choir proclaimed 
these words of "O Holy Night" 
 
Sweet hymns of JOY in grateful chorus raise we, 

let all within us praise HIS holy name. 
Christ is the Lord O praise HIS Name forever! 

HIS pow'r and glory evermore proclaim! 
 
In addition to vocal music heard, various         
instrumentalists played melodies and descants 
on hymns which were cheerfully sung by        
worshippers. 
 
May "manger music" continue to ring in your ears 
as we embark upon a New Year and a New 
Church Season! 
 
Serving Him, 
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BASIC helps the Jr High and High School members of our          
congregation grow together as the body of Christ. That hap-
pens primarily on Sunday mornings at the Divine Service and 
in Bible Study, but we also get together for fun, fellowship, 
and service    activities throughout the year.  Join us on     
Sunday, January 28, from 12-2 pm for the next youth 
group get-together! 
 
Life is tough. Sometimes it feels like we're at war in our eve-
ryday lives. The truth is...we are…  At BASIC this month, 
we'll have our normal round table discussion time with the 
High School students and then the Jr High students. We'll talk 
about whatever topics come up, but we'll start with the topic 
of Spiritual Warfare. Yeah...it's a thing…  Since we'll start with the topic of spiritual warfare, it seems only appropriate 
that we spend our game time together going to war by shooting each other with foam Nerf darts in the multipurpose 
room. So, while I'm with the High Schoolers for discussion time, the Jr Highers can have a blast over there and then we 
can switch out. Who knows maybe we can even have the high school vs junior high students if we have enough people.  
Invite your friends to church and then we'll have a great time around some food, fellowship, and foam darts. 
 

You can join the Immanuel BASIC Facebook group and email pastor.demski@gmail.com to be added to the weekly 
email list for the newest updates. 

 
Watch the bulletins and Pastor Demski’s emails for info on our upcoming events! 

BASIC Youth Group News! 

Happy New Year!  A new start to the year… sounds nice!  Resolutions?  Some make them, I know.  A special word? 
Some people have been coming up with a special word for the year, something they want to incorporate into        
everything they do, something they want to share with others.  Some people I know have chosen words like JOY, 
PEACE, CHANGE, HOPE, FAITH.  I like this idea!  So, the WCM word for 2018 that we will strive to incorporate in all 
we do    throughout the year will be INTENTIONAL.  All that we do this year, let’s do it with the intention to lift up oth-
ers, with the intention to praise God, with the clear intention that we truly meant it and understand what it is we are 

doing.  No matter what it is we do, we’ll do it intentionally to glorify God! 
 
Spring Mini–Retreat!  Spring!  Sounds great with this cold weather, doesn’t it?  We’ll begin intentional preparations for our mini-
retreat very soon, and can use your help!  If you would like to help, please let me know.  Some of the areas needing volunteers are 
registration, set-up & decorating, handing out flyers, and of course bringing a breakfast food item.   
 
While we are struggling to find a speaker, I know that God will provide just the right person for the job.  We do have a theme and the 
special music lined up though!  “Living Intentionally throughout the Seasons of Life” will be the theme and is based on Eccl. 3:1-8.  
These verses remind us that there is a season and time for everything and an intentional purpose throughout our life.  God            
intentionally guides us through the seasons of our lives, and we need to follow His lead! 
 
The Thursday evening Women’s Bible Study will begin this week!  Faith Mueller & Janet Crawford will co-lead this 9 week Life 
Light study on the book of John. As always, all ladies are welcome to join us!  Books are available in the church office. 
 
Intentionally in Christ, 
Lisa Clamors 

 
“How good and pleasant it is when sisters live together in unity!”  Psalm 133:1 

    Greetings from the Women’s Christian Ministry (WCM)! 

Join us for our next meeting 
on Tuesday, January 16th at 
7:00 pm.  We would love to 

see you! 

mailto:pastor.demski@gmail.com
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Many Blessed Events at Immanuel during 2017 
 
 Ten (10) children were baptized during 2017.  Eight boys and two girls. 
 Five (5) 8th graders were confirmed on April 30th. 
 Nine (9) Agape Ringers participated in the Bell-a-bration Workshop &      
Concert in February at Peace Lutheran Church in Lemay, MO. 
 Nine (9) dedicated people make up the staff of Immanuel Lutheran Church & 
Preschool (2 pastors, 2 teachers, 1 music director, 1 groundskeeper, 2           
custodians, and 1 secretary).  And, countless volunteers do various tasks around 
the church—thank you! 
 Our Paraguay Mission Team has been busy throughout 2017 doing         
fundraisers for their         
upcoming trip in June 2018.  
Eighteen (18) Immanuel 
members will be going on 
this mission trip.  Please 
keep them in your prayers! 
 The annual Mini-Retreat 
hosted by Immanuel’s  
Women’s Christian Ministry 
was held on April 22nd, and 
87 ladies from Immanuel 
and the area churches     

attended.  The 2018 one is scheduled for April 28th! 
 Pastor Demski & Veronica announced that they are 

expecting a baby girl, Betty Anne, sometime in     
January 2018.  We celebrated with a congregation-
wide baby shower on December 10th.  Please       
continue to keep the Demskis in your prayers as the 
due date is fast approaching! 

 Our Vacation Bible School was held at Immanuel in June, and 102 children participated. Holy Cross, 
Wartburg also co-hosted this fun week at “A Mighty Fortress” in honor of the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation. 

 Several junior high and high school youth, 3 chaperones, and Pastor Demski took a trip to the Creation 
Museum and Noah’s Ark in July. 

 Four (4) people who celebrated their 85th birthdays in 2017 were recognized as “Crown of Silver”          
recipients in September. 
 We hosted a special circuit-wide service on Oct. 29th in 
honor of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation for all of the 
seven churches within our circuit. Ann Frank organized the 
service and 
the special 
music. Rev. 
Wilken was 
the guest 
preacher, 
and a dinner 
was held 
following the 
service.  
Martin      
Luther 
shared some 
insight, too. 
 

Groundbreaking—April 2017 

Summer Youth Group Trip to the  

Creation Museum and Noah’s Ark! 

A Mighty Fortess VBS! 

2017 Baptisms 
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 The work on our narthex expansion project began in April 
and was completed in October.  It is a wonderful addition 
and blessing to Immanuel.  We held a special dedication 
service on Nov. 12th with several special guests in           
attendance including the architect, the builder, and Pastor 
Sievers. Pastor Herbert Mueller, a former pastor of         
Immanuel, was the guest preacher.  Thanks to the Narthex          
Expansion Committee for all of their hard work!  And, 
thanks to all who have donated to this project! 

 During the construction, our pipe organ was covered for a 
little over 5 months (April 30-October 10).  We enjoyed the  
piano and keyboard during this time, but definitely missed 
the beautiful sounds of those pipes! 

 Due to the increase in space, the Board of Church       
Properties hired a part-time custodian (Deborah              
Joellenbeck) to clean the Education Building only. Sandy will clean the church building including the new 
narthex. 

 We honored Cindy Troup 
(21 years as Preschool  
Director) and Sandy 
Mueller (20 years as     
custodian) in November.  
Thanks for your service to 
Immanuel!  By the way, 
Cindy plans to retire at the 
end of this current school 
year. 

 Forty-five (45) children  
participated in the         
Children’s Christmas Service “To Us a Child Is Born” on Dec. 17th. 

 There were 13 funerals and 10 babies born at Immanuel in 2017. 
 Immanuel offers a youth bell choir, an adult bell choir, and an adult   

vocal choir for anyone interested in contributing their instrumental and 
vocal abilities. 

 As of Dec. 22, 2017, we have a roster of 881 baptized members and 
716 confirmed members. Our average weekend attendance (for all 3     
services) is 224. 

Our Sunday School children sing several times throughout the year! 

Narthex Dedication—Nov. 2017 



 

WORSHIP SERVICES  
 

SATURDAY 
5:30 pm 

 

SUNDAY 
7:45 am & 10:15 am 

 
Holy Communion is celebrated at every Saturday     
service, at the 7:45 am service on the 2nd and 4th   

Sundays of each month, and at the 10:15 am service 
on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of each month. 

  

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  
 

Monday – Friday 
8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

 
Pastor Troup’s day off is Monday. 

Pastor Demski’s day off is Thursday. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church  
522 S. Church Street  
Waterloo, IL 62298  

 

May God continue to bless you:  
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Don’t forget to visit us on the web… 
immanuelwaterloo.org 

You’ll find our weekly announcements and 
updates, our calendar, narthex updates, 

and other important information! 

2018 

immanuelwaterloo.org

