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Making more and
stronger disciples of
Jesus Christ through
the power of the
Holy Spirit.

In many ways, Immanuel
Lutheran Church is an
During the week of January 21-28, we celebrated Lutheran
education center.
Schools Week at Immanuel. During this celebration we
gave thanks to God for Christian preschools, day schools, and Sunday schools. We
are so blessed to have these schools because God uses them to teach God’s people and
people not yet connected to the church who he is and about his wonderful world.
These schools share the good news of Christ—the good news that Jesus bore our
burden of sin on the cross and makes us God’s very own through his sacrifice and
empty tomb. Lutheran Christian Schools are awesome!
In many ways, Immanuel Lutheran Church is an education center. We have our
preschool and Sunday school. We have midweek classes where children grades 5-8
learn what the Bible teaches and prepare to make a public declaration of their faith in
the Rite of Confirmation. We also have many small group Bible studies where
Christians get together and go through the Bible and Bible related topics. These
studies have the added bonus of providing great fellowship for the students. People
get together and share and visit as they examine what God has to say to them in the
Bible. Many groups at Immanuel have an educational component to their meetings
and activities. Our elders read theological and church related books and our
Women’s Christian Ministry group has Bible studies during their meetings.
What’s more, Immanuel helps train young men (and
a few older ones) to be pastors. Our field workers
serve here at Immanuel so they can hone their
pastoral skills and better understand what makes a
healthy church. Just recently Immanuel received a
new first year field worker. His name is Hayden
Lukas and he transferred to Immanuel due to a pastoral vacancy at his former field
work church. He’ll soon be helping out at Immanuel by teaching Sunday School,
serving as a lector and assisting in the distribution of the Lord’s Supper. What a joy
to see these men grow and mature as they prepare to graduate and receive pastoral
calls. I’m sure our members have often thought to themselves, “That field worker—
he’s going to make an excellent pastor.” Pastor Demski and I are also blessed to be
able to attend workshops and seminars at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. We’re
students, too, and these workshops and seminars help stretch us in the ministry.
Several years ago, I was blessed to be able to teach a class of Specific Ministry
Pastors online for Concordia Seminary. I probably learned more from my students
than they learned from me!
Our field workers serve here
at Immanuel so they can hone
their pastoral skills and better
understand what makes a
healthy church.

Without a doubt, Immanuel is an education center. An education center, not for job
training and diploma making, but for learning about God, our new lives in Christ, and
preparing for eternity. So, grab your Bible, get a pencil for making notes, and join us
in the fun of learning!
Love in Christ,
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From Our Associate Pastor…
Greetings in Christ,
How are we supposed to pray? Take a look at Matthew
6. Wow! This month was an easy one…
Just kidding... Of course, when we talk about prayer we
talk about the Lord’s Prayer as we find it in Matthew
chapter 6. The Lord’s Prayer is the living out of the 1st and
2nd Commandments as we fear, love, and trust in Him
above all things, rightly using God’s name in all
circumstances. But there are some questions that pop up
from time to time with regards to the nature of prayer and
how it should be done.

Here’s what I mean. At times people treat the Lord’s
Prayer like an incantation, as though it’s a magic spell.
Some people talk about prayer as though it is our power. If
we find the right words and combine them in the right way,
WE can twist God’s arm to OUR will. If we pray in the
right place and at the right times, or we can find secret
codes in the Bible about what to say, then God HAS to
listen. But that is not prayer.
Another HUGE heresy (not just misconception, but utterly
false teaching) in our modern culture is the idea of
“decreeing and declaring.” It goes like this, “If you want it,
declare that it’s yours and it will be. Make a decree to God
and He’ll give you what you ask for.” The theology behind
this concept involves us being little gods. God made
us...right? We’re from God...right? Therefore we must have
God-power too so that our words create reality just like
God spoke things into existence. Wrong! You don’t always
hear that doctrine so clearly stated but that is the root of the
theology and you can find those exact words from some
pretty popular teachers (Joel Osteen, Joyce Meyer, Benny
Hinn, and Kenneth Copeland just to name a few). You can
listen to Fighting For The Faith on Pirate Christian Radio
to hear how these false teachings break down when placed
under the spotlight of Holy Scripture.
So if those are the problems, what is prayer? How should
we pray? Well, Jesus gives us the Lord’s Prayer and in the
3rd Chief Part of the Catechism each petition is discussed
as to what we’re ultimately praying for in each petition.
When we pray for our daily bread, for example, we’re
asking God for all that we need to support our body and
life just as we confess that he does in the first article of the
Creed. We go to the Lord humbly as children go to their
loving Father (Matthew 7) He promises to hear our prayers,
and throughout Scripture lets us know what we should pray
for. 1 Thess. 5 reminds us to pray in all circumstances, and
throughout the Psalms we see that lived out as individuals
or groups cry out to God in praise, thanksgiving, and in
sorrow.
Prayer is not magical. Instead, it’s God’s invitation for us
to come to Him with every need and His promise that He

“Ask the Pastor”
hears our prayer. We pray for peace, life, salvation...for
God’s Will to be done. We go to Him praying as he taught
us. We ask others to pray for us, not because the more
people who pray the more likely God is to hear it or
something (as though God has a hearing problem), but
because we love one another and we lift them up to the
Lord humbling ourselves and interceding for people in
their times of need. It’s also helpful to note that if Pastor
Troup or I fail to speak a name during the Sunday morning
prayers, the person in need is not neglected by God. We
pray for people so the community of saints can know who
all needs prayer, who is in need of physical help, and needs
care. We are not magic men. We are called as God’s
servants and your humble servants who bring God’s
Words of peace and life.
Go to the Lord in prayer. He hears your prayer. Read the
Psalms and see the joy, sorrow, and excitement of the
Psalmists. He is your loving Father through Christ and He
gives you what you need most, forgiveness of sins and life
eternal. Amen!
If you have any other questions,
feel free to let me know.
Blessings on your day!

A “Note” from our Music Director
Hearts ... Ashes!
The month of February finds us celebrating Valentine's Day and
Ash Wednesday on the same day this year!
The valentines that we send to others may have “hearts” on
them, or some other special picture/design with a “special
message” that has been chosen to share with those receiving
them.
On February 14th, the Imposition of Ashes will be offered at the
Ash Wednesday services. The sign of the cross made from
ashes will remind worshippers of the special message sent from
our Heavenly Father:
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life.” (John 3.16)
How wonderful to know that this is certainly the best valentine
sent to all, not just one day of the year, but each and every day!
During the Lenten Season, music selections offered will reflect
the “special message” of God's amazing love! Come worship
and listen for music valentine messages!
Serving Him,
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February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
Happy Birthday
to…
1
3

5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20
21
22
23
24
26

Aaron Bommarito
David Senf
Danielle Boker
Thomas Ervin
Rich Hitzemann
Dean Kohlmeier
David Naber
Connie Rusteberg
Tiffany Bise
Caleb Glessner
David Herschbach
Jennifer Downing
Cam Rubemeyer
Susan Stratman
Cooper Black
Pam Schrader
Derek Smothers
Sandra Halt
Allie Snodgrass
Travis Ervin
Angela Stratman
Brian Wiese
Mia Nichols
Lilly Prather
Eric White
Jeremy Kettler
McKenna Menke
Teri Metter
Autumn Whelan
Ray Champion
Dean Harbison
Perry Koch
Damian Becker
Tyler Cooley
Kelly Black
Iva Mesnarich
Pam Nagel
Derek Carr
Michelle Kettler
Nancy Alu
Jennifer Dieterle
Delaney Halt
Brent Naumann
Barb Vernier
David Wiese
Jack Netzeband
Harold Daugherty
Chuck Keller
Connor Perjak
Angie Westcott
Sandy Benyo
Spencer Kettler
Heather Griffin
Jason Valerius
Nick Valerius

26 Andrew Wiese
27 Paul Hoeffken
Susan Vogt

Happy Anniversary to…
6
7
14
19
22
25
29

Dean & Linda Harbison (25)
Tim & Kristen Troup (9)
Wade & Diane Marshall (48)
Bob & Cynthia Stueve (41)
Cal & Carol Neeman (32)
Clay & Debbie Metzger (23)
Mitchell & Dawn Rubemeyer
(26)

God’s blessings to each of
you as you celebrate a
birthday or anniversary in
February!

Parish Leaders
Pastors:
Rev. Dr. Tony Troup, 618-340-8375
Rev. Merritt Demski, 847-254-9666

Administrative
Associate

Church & School Staff:
Lisa Clamors, 618-719-4954
Office Secretary
Ann Frank, 282-6597
Music Director
Sandy Mueller
Housekeeping
Ken Schanz
Groundskeeper/Maintenance
Linda Polansky, 618-980-3475
Preschool Director
Cindy Troup
Preschool Aide

Church Council:
Lee Eggemeyer, 458-8555
President
Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033
Vice-President
Laura Kinzinger, 939-8175
Secretary
David Powell, 618-974-9222
Treasurer
Warren Frank, 282-6597
Financial Secretary
Taryn Niemeyer, 939-7982
Christian Education
Allen Jacobs, 939-3035
Church Properties
Colby Crook, 618-910-2825
Evangelism/Fellowship
Sandy Mueller, 618-420-1373
Social Ministry
Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033
Spiritual Ministry
Pat Kelly, Sr., 636-373-2967
Stewardship
Sandy Nichols, 618-340-0520
Youth Ministry

Recycle your aluminum
cans! There is a large trash
can in the kitchen for those
cans. If you have a large
amount and put them in trash
bags, you can put the bags
over by the white shed at the
corner of the parking lot. The
paper recycle bins are located in the back of the education building. Load them up
with your paper recycling
products! Thank you for
being good stewards and for
your support of our youth!

Other Volunteers:
Lisa Clamors
Louise Nobbe
Marilyn Collette
Shirley Elmore
Deb Joellenbeck
Sandy Thompson
Lisa Clamors

Sunday School Superintendent
Head Sacristan
Sacristans
Flower Coordinator
Women’s Christian Ministry

Field Education Students:
Hayden Lukas

1st Year

Have you ever thought about joining one of
Immanuel's Boards or committees? If so, please
contact the appropriate person listed above.
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Elders‘ Shepherding
Program
(Families whose last name begins with)

Monthly Collections
Board of Social Ministry:
February: Life Network of Southern Illinois

A-B
Rodney Clamors, 618-719-4023
C-D
Jim Crawford, 618-799-8789
E-Ha
Scott Janssen, 214-629-6975
He-Hu
Bob Polansky, 618-979-0918
J-K
Jason Valerius, 458-4890
L-Mel
Kevin Wheat, 939-5705
Men-My
Cal Neeman, 939-5137
N-P
Elden Niemeyer, 939-7982
R-Sche
Larry Taake, 939-4757
Schi-Sw
Jerry Grant, 939-5032
T-Wel
Kevin Whelan, 939-1985
Wem-Z
Larry Goessling, 618-322-6555
Elders & Pastors: Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033

In addition to the baby bottle drive, this organization is also accepting
various baby supplies including Diapers size newborn, 4, 5, & 6; Pullups; laundry detergent; baby juice; toddler snacks; toddler meals; spill
proof cups; Aveeno wash & lotion; infant Tylenol & Motrin; and gift cards
to Wal-Mart (Gift cards would allow us to purchase specialized formula
and other items as they are needed.) Thank you for your support!

Have a question or would like to speak to your
elder, feel free to call him anytime.

Each month, the Sunday School classes take a monetary offering for a
specific charity. Thank you to all of the Pre-K through 8th grade students
that contribute to these collections each month!

Bi-County Backpack Program:

This is an ongoing collection that supports children in Red Bud,
Valmeyer, and Waterloo throughout the year. See the weekly bulletins
for a list of items needed, and place those donations in the collection box
in the narthex. Thank you!
Sunday School:
February: LCMS World Relief & Human Care

Bible Studies & Sunday School Classes!
Sunday Education Hour (9-10 am): This Bible study hour consists of Sunday School for the
youth (3 years old to 8th grade), a Bible study for high school & college students led by Pastor
Demski in the youth room; “That’s in the Bible?” led by Pastor Troup in the overflow room; and a
study by Dr. Lehman called Have a New Kid by Friday led by Scott & Jen Janssen and Tim Scheibe
in the church basement kitchen.
Men’s Bible Study: Pastor Troup leads this Lutheran Hour Ministries Men’s Network Bible
study of A Man Named Martin based on the life of Martin Luther each Tuesday at 6:30 am. All are
welcome!
Wednesday Morning Adult Bible Class: This Bible study and fellowship time is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 am. This class is led by Pastor Demski, and they are studying Jeremiah.
Ladies’ Bible Study: We are doing a Life Light study on the book of John co-led by Faith
Mueller & Janet Crawford at 7:00 pm on Thursdays in the overflow room.
Adult Information Classes: If you are interested in this class, please let one of the pastors or
church office know.

Can You Help?

Immanuel has a small group of people willing to
help transport others to the doctor, store, etc. We
are in need of a few more volunteers to help with
this service. If you would like to be put on this
list, please contact Lisa in the church office.

Do You Have an Email Address?

Did you know that you could be a good steward by
receiving our newsletter via e-mail? Call or e-mail the
church office and let Lisa know to remove you from
the mailing list and add you to the e-mail list.
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In Our Prayers...
Please note: The names listed below will remain on our public prayer list for two
weeks unless the church office is notified otherwise. Thank you.

We Pray for our Fellow Parishioners: Millie Menke, Er win Liefer ,
Nancy Huck, Sandy Moore, Esther Brandt, Perry Koch, Tami Wilson,
Carol Woodcock, Marvin Henry, Pat Jones, Leroy Horn, Vickie
Wynn, Wanda Horn
We Pray for Friends and Relatives of Parishioners: Michael
Washausen, Nina Van Kamp, Ken Horn, Kurt Klotzer, Nicole
Bachelier, John Stumpf, Scott Nobbe, Lydia Boyer, Elsa Wiemerslage,
Derrick DeWilde, Gordon Curd, Harry Wolf, Steven Muench, Logan
Goodnick, Debbie Everly, Mike Lenz
We Pray for Those in the Service of Our Nation: Alicia Kir kley,
Dustin Bender, Aaron Bommarito, Alex Naumann, Paul Doty,
Amanda Milburn, Marty Jung
We Pray for Our Missionaries and Special Missions: Er ic, Linda,
Michael & Julia Funke (Tanzania), Unity Lutheran Elementary School
(East St. Louis, IL), Immanuel’s Mission Team (Paraguay), Scott, Jen,
Addie & Ben Janssen (Caimital, Costa Rica)

Looking for
a Few
Volunteers
We are looking for a few
more altar guild volunteers
to help prepare communion
before our services on
Saturdays & Sundays as
well as a few more media
team members. We are
also looking for a few more
Sunday School teachers &
subs for our lower grades.
If you would like to help out
in any of these ways, please
contact the church office.

February 2018
Altar Flowers
2/3-2/4

open

2/10-2/11

Given by the Social
Ministry Board in honor
of our new members
received from February
2017—January 2018

2/17-2/18

open

2/25-2/26

open

The 2018 Flower Chart is posted on the
bulletin board in the hallway by the
overflow room. Sign up for the weekend
you would like! As your weekend
approaches, Sandy Thompson will contact
you to give you more details.

December Finances
Total Deposits
Total Expenses
Over/(Short)

$ 71,575.50
$ 73,530.96
$ (1,955.46)

December 31, 2017 Balances:
Checking
$ 42,625.92
Scholarship Fund
$ 9,612.02
Narthex Exp. Fund $ 66,390.28
Nobbe Mem. Fund $ 8,236.00
Mission Team Fund $ 18,614.00
Horn Mem. Fund
$
321.27
Mem. Fund (Undesignated) $
830.00
Ed Bldg Ins. Reim. $
192.80
Loan
$
0.00
2017 Year to Date:
Deposits
$540,796.24
Expenses
$555,776.66
Over/(Short)
$ (14,980.42)
Unpaid Obligations $
0.00

December Official
Acts
There were no official acts in
December.

December Church
Attendance
December 2017 (4)
December 2016 (3)
December 1987 (5)

851
532
934

2017 Weekly Average (as of 12/31):
223
As of 12/31/17, there were 883 baptized
members.
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February 2018 Worship Helpers

Usher Teams:
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

Vestment Color:

Roy Unterseh, Jim Stueve, Dennis & Raymond Brandt, Ed Arras
Chuck Keller, Craig Mehner, Larry Taake, Dawn & Chase Rubemeyer
Rodney & Lisa Clamors, Ollney Mueller Jr., Paul Hoeffken
Bill Stueve, Charles Lloyd, Kevin Whelan
Robert Mesnarich Jr., Pam Nagel, Don & Carol Matzenbacher
Jason & Nick Valerius, Tim Troup
Alan Stumpf, Ross Schrader, Paul Broske Sr.
Larry Goessling, Jim Smothers, Dave Wiese, Cal Neeman, Dean Harbison
Jim Crawford, Allen Jacobs, Don & Gina Birrittier
Elden Niemeyer, Sharon Osterhage, Wayne Hargrave, Wyatt Drewes
Lee Eggemeyer, Ken Schanz, Roger Schanz, Curt Wittbracht

Feb. 1-13
Feb. 14-28

black
purple

Saturday Accompanists:

Ron Jones - 2/3, 2/17, 2/24
Joan Ruwald - 2/10
Collator:
Diana Heins

A special thank you to all of our
volunteers and donors for their
hard work and dedication to
Immanuel Lutheran Preschool during
our Pizza Fundraiser in January! You
are a blessing from God!
Along with numerous individuals, there were also various groups and organizations involved:
Thrivent Financial, Roma Pizza Inc., Immanuel’s Quilters’ Guild, and Immanuel’s Women’s
Christian Ministry. Special thanks to each of you for everything you do, and continue to do,
to support and care for our children!
We raised approximately $1,750 during our 2-night event to be used toward the much-needed
fence for our playground and yard area. God is so good! Thank you!
Peace,
Linda Polansky, Director
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Want to Stay Up to Date?
Go to our website (immanuelwaterloo.org) and check it out! Be sure to subscribe to the calendar,
and you’ll have the most up to date info on Immanuel’s activities and events. Also, check out all of
the info available right on our home page. Notice that something is missing? Let us know!
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An Update from Our Missionary
Partners
Funke News: Fullness
“But when the fullness of time had
come, God sent his Son, born of a
woman, born under the law, in order to
redeem those who were under the law,
so that we might receive adoption as
children.” Galatians 4:4-5
“You show me the path of life. In your
presence there is fullness of joy; in
your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” Psalm 16:11
This past month has been so full! We’ve had a house full of family and guests,
bellies full of delicious foods, a calendar full of activity and celebrations with
friends, and most importantly, hearts full of gratitude and joy for all that God
has done.
A Big Thank You!
Thank you so much to the 16 individuals and families who either became
monthly donors for the first time or increased their monthly donations! While
we didn’t quite make our goal of 20 new or increased monthly donations by
the new year, we are so grateful to those 16 and to all of you who gave
wonderfully generous one-time gifts. Thank you all! You are such a blessing in
our lives and are living proof that God provides in many and varied ways. We
will strive to be good stewards of these resources as we continue raising our
children and serving our community here.
Special Events
This month was filled with community as we celebrated a wedding,
confirmation, and a birthday with friends. On December 2, we joined with
Bishop Emmanuel Makala and Lillian Makala at the wedding of Lillian’s
brother. Then on December 10, numerous young people in our church
confirmed their faith in Jesus, including our neighbor and family friend,
Victor. We made the cake for Victor’s celebration and had a wonderful time
with friends at his party. Finally, on December 26, we again put our cake
baking skills to use as our neighbor Noel celebrated his 11th birthday.
Christmas and New Year’s Celebrations
Our first Christmas as a family of four was so lovely and memorable, and it
was made even more special by having Amber and Austin here with us.
Fifteen years ago Linda’s mother wrote a nativity play for preschoolers called
“A Little Bit of Christmas,” so this year we performed our own version of it at
home. The week of Christmas we also made Christmas cookies to share with
friends, crafted homemade Christmas cards, sang carols, and watched “A
Charlie Brown Christmas.” Eric and I also stayed up late several nights
hand-painting the finishing touches on the kitchen play set that we designed
and our carpenter built. Our kids were so excited on Christmas morning! We
also loved finishing our Advent devotionals with Amber and Austin and
worshiping with our church family on Christmas Day. On New Year’s Eve,
after our kids went to sleep, we had a game night with Amber and Austin until
we rang in the new year. Soon life will settle back into a routine as school
begins again, but we have been grateful for this uniquely full season and the
memories that were made.
This is part of their January 2018 newsletter written by Eric & Linda Funke on
Jan. 4, 2018. Would you like to be added to their email list? If so, email Eric
& Linda at Linda.Funke@GlobalLutheranOutreach.com and let them know.

Pizza 4 Paraguay Day!
Monday, Feb. 12, 2018
Waterloo Pizza Hut
Dine in or carry out ALL DAY and use
the flyer below to help out our Paraguay
Mission Team! You can order online,
too!
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BASIC Youth Group News!
BASIC helps the Jr High and High School members of our
congregation grow together as the body of Christ. That happens
primarily on Sunday mornings at the Divine Service and in Bible
Study, but we also get together for fun, fellowship, and service
activities throughout the year. Join us on Sunday, February 18, from
12-2 pm for the next youth group get-together!
Join us for a Servant Event on Saturday, Feb. 24, from 12:30-3:30
pm as we deliver items collected at Immanuel in December to
Concordia Seminary’s Food Bank. We’ll be helping organize the
Food Bank as well. We’ll meet at Immanuel and carpool over. Look
for more details to come!
You can join the Immanuel BASIC Facebook group and email
pastor.demski@gmail.com to be added to the weekly email list for
the newest updates.
Watch the bulletins and Pastor Demski’s emails for info on our upcoming events!

Greetings from the Women’s Christian Ministry (WCM)!
It’s February already! Winter weather is almost over...maybe.
Ladies’ Tea Luncheon—We want to invite you to a fun “Tea Luncheon” at the Vintage Tea Room in Belleville. A
great way to enjoy each other’s company and relax as we enjoy yummy goodies. See the flyer on page 10 for all
the details and to RSVP.
Time to get full swing into the planning for the Mini-Retreat. Our planning committee is pretty well set, and we now have a
speaker, Jessica Bordeleau! Thanks be to God! Would you like to help with this retreat? Would you like to make a breakfast
casserole or bring fruit, danishes, or yogurt? Watch my newsletter in March for more details on how you can help. In the meantime,
please keep this event and all involved in your prayers. And, be sure to start inviting your friends and family… Saturday, April 28,
from 9-11 am. It’ll be here before we know it!
Here’s a bit of info about our speaker… Jessica works as a freelance ministry consultant, author, and media producer. She currently
coordinates LCMS Lutheran Youth Fellowship and produces monthly webinars for Lutheran Hour Ministry’s Mission U program.
Some of her most recent writing projects include a devotional booklet published by Christian Tools of Affirmation entitled: 5 Meaningful Minutes for Moms, a multimedia Bible study curriculum for teens: Teens Reaching Teens in the Digital Age, and a series of workshops for UnPaved Ministries.
The Thursday evening Women’s Bible Study continues through March! Faith Mueller & Janet Crawford are co-leading this Life
Light study on the book of John. As always, all ladies are welcome to join us!
Having you been using and thinking about our word? INTENTIONAL… how can you incorporate this into your everyday life...
Intentionally in Christ,
Lisa Clamors
“How good and pleasant it is when sisters live together in unity!” Psalm 133:1

Join us for our next meeting on Tuesday, March 20th at 7:00 pm. We would love to see you!

Immanuel Monthly
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WORSHIP SERVICES
SATURDAY
5:30 pm
SUNDAY
7:45 am & 10:15 am
Holy Communion is celebrated at every Saturday
service, at the 7:45 am service on the 2nd and 4th
Sundays of each month, and at the 10:15 am service
on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of each month.

2018

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Friday
8:00 am – 4:30 pm
Pastor Troup’s day off is Monday.
Pastor Demski’s day off is Thursday.

Don’t forget to visit us on the web…
immanuelwaterloo.org
You’ll find our weekly announcements and
updates, our calendar, narthex updates,
and other important information!

May God continue to bless you:
Change Service Requested

Immanuel Lutheran Church
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Waterloo, IL 62298
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