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From Our Administrative Pastor… 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Immanuel, 
 
One of my all-time favorite Christmas songs is All I 
Want for Christmas is My Two Front Teeth.  As you may 
recall, the boy singing this song is missing his two front 
teeth and desperately wants his two adult teeth to come in “so he can whistle ‘Merry 
Christmas.’”  Don’t you just love that?  The boy seems so sincere and unspoiled.  He 
doesn’t ask for a ton of toys, or expensive electronic games, or even simple sports 
equipment.  All he wants is to be able to wish people a happy holiday by whistling 
“Merry Christmas!”  The emphasis here isn’t on getting, but on giving.  Sure, the boy 
wants to receive.  He wants his two front teeth.  But he wants them so he can give.  So 
he can extend a warm Christmas greeting. 

 
This emphasis on giving is what Christmas is all about.  
It’s what God focused on during that first Christmas.  You 
see, God didn’t send Jesus into the world so he could     
receive gifts from you.  No.  Jesus came so you could     
receive.  So you could receive God’s gifts of forgiveness 
and life with him.  How did Jesus put it in John 3?  God 

loved you so much “that he gave his only Son, so that by believing in him, you won’t 
perish, but have everlasting life.”  Who did the giving?  God did.  He gave Jesus to 
the world.  He gave Jesus to the cross.  He gave Jesus to be your Savior and Head. He 
gave Jesus so all the blessings of heaven would be yours.  To paraphrase our song:  
All God wanted for Christmas was to send his Son to give you life everlasting. 
 
So, brothers and sisters, let the love and generosity of God permeate your Christmas.  
Let it fill your heart and mind, and let it spill out to others.  Be filled with God’s gifts 
through worship, God’s Word, and the celebration of the Lord’s Supper—and then go 
out and give to others.  God grant you a most blessed Advent and a truly joyful 
Christmas!  Peace to you and all the world! 
 
Love in Christ, 

One of my all-time        
favorite Christmas songs 

is All I Want for Christmas 
is My Two Front Teeth.   

This emphasis on giving 
is what Christmas is all 
about.  It’s what God 
focused on during that 
first Christmas. 

Advent Dinners: 
Wed., Dec. 6, 13 & 20 

5-7 pm 
 

Advent Services: 
Wed., Dec. 6—7:30 pm 

Wed., Dec. 13—7:30 pm 
 

Sunday School 
Christmas Service: 

Sun., Dec. 17—3:00 pm 
 

The Road to Bethlehem 
Service: 

Wed., Dec. 20—7:30 pm 
  

Celebrate Advent & Christmas With Us! 

Christmas Services: 
Sun., Dec. 24 

4:00 pm & 7:30 pm 
 

Mon., Dec. 25 
9:00 am 

mailto:immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com
immanuelwaterloo.org
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“We come in peace.” My starting that way may make you 
think I’m going to talk about aliens or something. But then 
you think, “But it’s December, clearly pastor will talk 
about Christmas, so he must be making a reference to the 
angels appearing to the shepherds in Luke 2.” Nope, your 
first assumption was correct. While it is December and 
there are any number of questions that could be dealt with 
that have a Christmas theme, one of the questions that was 
presented to me recently was, “How are we supposed to 
deal with talk of aliens and stuff as Christians?” So, 
that’s what I’m going to deal with very briefly here. 
 
As Christians how do we respond to claims about beings 
from other worlds? Well, if you want to dig deeper into the 
topic on a scientific as well as theological level there’s a 
great book in my office called, “Lights in the Sky & Little 
Green Men.” The book is produced by some of the authors 
who write for reasons.org, so doing a search on that site for 
aliens, UFOs, and so on will bring up some good articles 
there as well. 
 
When dealing with this topic we have to start by doing 
some listening. Where is the person coming from in their 
discussion on the topic? Listening is always the first step to 
any discussion. Are they a Christian trying to reconcile  
tales of abductions, or are they an evolutionary atheist who 
believes the claims of UFOs and extraterrestrials because 
it’s the only logical conclusion that if evolution happened 
here it had to have happened elsewhere? Knowing where 
someone is coming from is the first step to figuring how to 
approach the discussion. 
 
Theologians have pondered the idea of life on other planets 
for centuries. Yet, they ultimately come to the same      
conclusion: IF there is more life in the universe, God made 
it. If aliens are “from another dimension” as some         
postulate, then God still made them...remember God made 
everything seen and unseen… If there are aliens in the   
traditional sense (interplanetary or interdimensional), then 
they’re still God’s creation. If aliens - in this sense - are 
real, then it brings up a lot more questions than it answers 
in a variety of ways (i.e. where do they go and why have 
they been randomly abducting people for years for no    
apparent reason… And why are there so many types all 
around, apparently, and seem to have different motives for 
why they’re doing whatever they’re doing in secret without 
any evidence left behind of their existence?)  See what I 
mean? 
 
There is, however, another possibility. While many claims 
about aliens are easily dismissed as misunderstandings of 
nature, we occasionally run into situations that can’t be 
explained by a bit of undigested meat before bed or       
refracted light. In those cases I agree with the hypothesis 
presented in the book I referenced above. I tend to side 
with the notion that what many people traditionally call 

aliens are actually demons causing a deception. When you 
learn that there are cults revolving around aliens and that 
people have had alien encounters where the aliens share a 
new religious belief, it kinda makes sense. Or when you 
learn that abduction encounters and demonic oppression 
share many attributes. Or, even more, when you learn that 
there have been people who have called out to Jesus in fear 
during their abduction and the encounter ceased instantly. I 
kinda think there could be a good point to it. 
 
Of course there are a variety of reasons on the scientific 
side and on the “things people experience that sound really 
demonic” side of things that bring me to that conclusion, 
but I only have so much space to lay it out here. 
 
If you have any other questions or want to dig deeper into 
this and other questions, feel free 
to let me know. 

From Our Associate Pastor…            “Ask the Pastor” 

A “Note” from our Music Director 

Manger Music… 
 

Walking from the farm house down the hill to the milking 
barn, we could hear the gentle "lowing" of the cows... and, 
before opening the door, my mom would say to me "listen 
to the manger music." 
 

As an adult, I think back to those moments of listening to 
various sounds from the cows heard in the milking parlor… 
hooves walking on straw… tails swishing back and forth… 
cud chewing… gentle lowing. 
 

There are other sounds that I remember as well… flapping 
bird wings from rafter to rafter… meowing cats waiting for a 
squirt of milk… milk being squirted into silver pails (mom 
milked by hand).  And, I can only imagine the sounds of that 
first Christmas Night… manger music! 
 

Immanuel's music groups are excitedly preparing music 
selections for December. 
 

May you find peace and joy as you "listen to the manger 
music" shared during Christmas worship. 
 

Praising and serving the baby born 
in a stable and laid in a manger! 

http://reasons.org/
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December Birthdays &  
Anniversaries Parish Leaders  

 

Pastors: 
 

Rev. Dr. Tony Troup, 618-340-8375   Administrative 
Rev. Merritt Demski, 847-254-9666     Associate 

 

Church & School Staff: 
 
Lisa Clamors, 618-719-4954       Office Secretary  
Ann Frank, 282-6597       Music Director 
Sandy Mueller        Housekeeping 
Ken Schanz         Groundskeeper/Maintenance 
Linda Polansky, 618-980-3475           Preschool Director 
Cindy Troup        Preschool Aide 
 

Church Council: 
 
Lee Eggemeyer, 458-8555       President  
Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033     Vice-President 
Laura Kinzinger, 939-8175      Secretary 
David Powell, 618-974-9222      Treasurer 
Warren Frank, 282-6597    Financial Secretary 
Taryn Niemeyer, 939-7982    Christian Education 
Allen Jacobs, 939-3035       Church Properties 
Colby Crook, 618-910-2825    Evangelism/Fellowship 
Sandy Mueller, 618-420-1373     Social Ministry 
Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033       Spiritual Ministry 
Pat Kelly, Sr., 636-373-2967        Stewardship 
Sandy Nichols, 618-340-0520     Youth Ministry 
 

Other Volunteers: 
 
Cindy Troup        Sunday School Superintendent 
Louise Nobbe            Head Sacristan 
Marilyn Collette         Sacristans 
Shirley Elmore 
Deb Joellenbeck 
Sandy Thompson      Flower Coordinator 
Lisa Clamors       Women’s Christian Ministry 
 

Field Education Students: 
Jackson Marchlewski          1st Year 

 
Have you ever thought about joining one of  

Immanuel's Boards or committees? If so, please  
contact the appropriate person listed above. 

Happy Birthday 
to… 
 
1  Jeremiah Bell 
 Norman  
  Eggemeyer  
2  Jenny Boker 
 Dale Zeisset 
5  Drake Downing  
 Becky Ellis 
 Angie Prescher  
 Barb White  
7  Jeff Filipiak 
 Reba Menke 
8  Olivia Rusteberg 
9  Brenda Schreder 
10  Esther Brandt 
 Merry Conway 
12  Breanna Parrott 
 Nede Bachelier 
 Jeffrey Haare  
13 Nyla Bartels 
 Chris Moore 
14  Reese Downing  
 Virginia Horn  
 Deborah  
  Joellenbeck 
 Roy Unterseh  
15  Willa Mae Prange  
16  Myla Eggemeyer 
 Colton Glessner 
 Grace Troup  
17  Vickie Wynn  
18  Derek Heise  
 Jim Stueve  
 Sam Stumpf  
 Richard Waite  
19  Linda Bommarito  
 Sharon Rehmer  
20  Scott Kirkley  
 Tom Wheatley 
21  Greyson Kruse 
 Ava Rehmer  
23  Wayne Hargrave  

24  Lillian Eggemeyer  
 J. T. Englert  
 John Reisner 
26  Evan McDaniel 
 Michael Quinn 
 Haley Vernier  
 Hannah Vernier  
27  Janis Milton  
28  Robert Mesnarich  
 Bill Stueve 
 Melissa Ziegler 
29  Janet Crawford  
 Marvin Henry 
 Louella Lipe 
30  Jenna Hoeffken  
 Caleb Troup 
31  Laura Richter 
 Dan Worley 
 

Happy Anniversary to… 
 
5  Sandy & Jackie Nichols (19) 
6  Bob & Barb Vernier (29) 
7  Ray & Sue Champion (32) 
9  Adam & Jill Eggemeyer (12) 
13  Bob & Shirley Elmore (14)  
17  Bob & Gayle Mesnarich (40)  
      Jerry & Jane Moeser (18) 
19  Tony & Cindy Troup (34) 
21  Morris & Nina Binder (54) 
22  Bob & Linda Polansky (33) 
23  George & Myra Lesinger (50) 
24  Larry & Georgia Wynn (64) 
25  Bobby & Mandy Rehmer (14) 
26  Les & Sandra Downing (52) 
27  Dennis & Yvonne Brandt (37) 
      Leo & Karen Hodapp (46) 
31  Clarence & Susan Vogt (60) 
 

God’s blessings to each of 
you as you celebrate a   

birthday or anniversary in 
December! 

Sunday, Dec. 3rd 
3-5 pm 

 

Meet in the Overflow 
Room at 2:45 pm 

 
We are looking for singers of all ages and of all 

musical backgrounds.  Please consider joining the 
caroling fun.  Invite your family and friends to sing 

Christmas carols/songs with you! 
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Elders‘ Shepherding 
Program  

(Families whose last name begins with)  

A-B    Rodney Clamors, 618-719-4023 
C-D    Jim Crawford, 618-799-8789 
E-Ha   Scott Janssen, 214-629-6975 
He-Hu   Bob Polansky, 618-979-0918 
J-K    Jason Valerius, 458-4890 
L-Mel   Kevin Wheat, 939-5705 
Men-My  Cal Neeman, 939-5137 
N-P    Elden Niemeyer, 939-7982 
R-Sche   Larry Taake, 939-4757 
Schi-Sw   Jerry Grant, 939-5032 
T-Wel   Kevin Whelan, 939-1985 
Wem-Z   Larry Goessling, 618-322-6555 
Elders & Pastors:  Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033 
 

Have a question or would like to speak to your 
elder, feel free to call him anytime. 

Board of Social Ministry: 
 

December:  LCFS Foster Children & Concordia Seminary’s Food Bank 
 

Please place your unwrapped gifts in the collection box in the narthex by 
Dec. 3rd.  You can also place your donations for Concordia Seminary’s 
Food Bank of non-perishable food items, paper products, and baby   
supplies in the same box throughout the month of December.  Thank you 
for your support! 
 

Bi-County Backpack Program: 
 

This is an ongoing collection that supports children in Red Bud,  
Valmeyer, and Waterloo throughout the year.  See the weekly bulletins 
for a list of items needed, and place those donations in the collection box 
in the narthex.  Thank you! 
 

Sunday School: 
 

December:  Lutheran Braille Workers 
 

Each month, the Sunday School classes take a monetary offering for a 
specific charity. Thank you to all of the Pre-K through 8th grade students 
that contribute to these collections each month! 

Monthly Collections 

Sunday Education Hour (9-10 am):  This Bible study hour 
consists of Sunday School for the youth (3 years old to 8th 
grade), a Bible study for high school & college students led by 
Pastor Demski in the youth room; “That’s in the Bible?” led by 
Pastor Troup in the overflow room; and a study by Dr.  
Lehman called Have a New Kid by Friday led by Scott & Jen 
Janssen and Tim Scheibe in the church basement kitchen. 
 

Men’s Bible Study:  Pastor Troup leads this Lutheran 
Hour Ministries Men’s Network Bible study of A Man Named 
Martin based on the life of Martin Luther each Tuesday at 
6:30 am.  All are welcome! 
 

Wednesday Morning Adult Bible Class:  This Bible study 
and fellowship time is held every Wednesday at 9:30 am. 
This class is led by Pastor Demski, and they are studying  
Jeremiah. 
 

Ladies’ Bible Study:  We are taking a break until January 
when we will begin a Life Light study on the book of John co-
led by Faith Mueller & Janet Crawford. 
 

Adult Information Classes:  If you are interested in this 
class, please let one of the pastors or church office know. 

Bible Studies & Sunday School 
Classes! 

December 2017 
Altar Flowers 

12/2-12/3 Given by Louise Nobbe 
   in memory of Robert 
   Nobbe on his birthday 
 
12/9-12/10 open 
 
12/16-12/17   Given by George & 
   Myra Lesinger in  
   honor of their 50th  
   wedding anniversary 
 
12/23-12/24   open 
 
12/30-12/31   open  
 

Sign up now for 2018!  The 2018 
Flower Chart is posted on the bulletin 
board in the hallway by the overflow 
room. Sign up for the weekend you 

would like! As your weekend            
approaches, Sandy Thompson will  

contact you to give you more details. 
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There were no official acts in October. 

October Church 
Attendance 

October Official Acts 

In Our Prayers... 
 

Please note:  The names listed below will remain on our public prayer list for two 
weeks unless the church office is notified otherwise.  Thank you. 

 
We Pray for our Fellow Parishioners: Millie Menke, Erwin 
Liefer, Nancy Huck, Sandy Moore, Esther Brandt, Norma Wheatley, 
Perry Koch, Rich Bachelier, Tami Wilson, Marvin Henry, Carol 
Woodcock, Cliff Bense 
 
We Pray for Friends and Relatives of Parishioners: Michael 
Washausen, Nina Van Kamp, Ken Horn, Kurt Klotzer, Nicole 
Bachelier, John Stumpf, Scott Nobbe, Lydia Boyer, Derrick 
DeWilde, Elsa Wiemerslage, Gordon Curd, Bob Schmidt, Eugene 
Matzenbacher, Sheri Jones, Harry Wolf 
 
We Pray for Those in the Service of Our Nation: Alicia Kirkley, 
Dustin Bender, Aaron Bommarito, Alex Naumann, Paul Doty,  
Amanda Milburn, Marty Jung 
 
We Pray for Our Missionaries and Special Missions: The Funkes 
(Tanzania), Unity Lutheran Elementary School (East St. Louis, IL), 
Immanuel’s Mission Team (Paraguay) 

Do You Have an Email Address? 
Did you know that you could be a good    
steward by receiving our newsletter via         
e-mail?  Call or e-mail the church office 

and let Lisa know to remove you from the 
mailing list and add you to the e-mail list. 

October 2017 (5)    997 
October 2016 (5)  1062 
October 1987 (5)  1025 

 

2017 Weekly Average (as of 10/31):  223 
 

As of 10/31/17, there were 881 baptized 
members. 

Total Deposits   $  54,104.64 
Total Expenses   $  46,681.72 
Over/(Short)    $    7,422.92 

 
October 31, 2017 Balances: 

Checking    $  44,549.54 
Scholarship Fund  $    9,545.55 
Narthex Exp. Fund $  65,178.51 
Nobbe Mem. Fund $    8,236.00 
Mission Team Fund $    6,452.66 
Horn Mem. Fund  $       321.27 
Mem. Fund (Undesignated) $       830.00 
Ed Bldg Ins. Reim. $    1,613.45 
Loan     $         0.00 

 
2017 Year to Date: 

Deposits          $430,309.91 
Expenses         $443,017.81 
Over/(Short)   $ (12,707.90) 
Unpaid Obligations     $           0.00 

October Finances 

Thanks to all who attended or participated in the 
500th Anniversary of the Reformation service last 
Sunday afternoon! It’s on our YouTube channel, 
so check it out!  275 people attended, including 

60+ musicians! Praise be to God! 

Can You Help? 
Immanuel has a small group of people willing to help transport 
others to the doctor, store, etc.,  We are in need of a few more 

volunteers to help with this service.  If you would like to be put 
on this list, please contact Lisa in the church office. 
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December 2017 Worship Helpers 

Vestment Color: 
 

 Dec. 1-23 purple 
 Dec. 24-31 red 

Usher Teams: 

Saturday Accompanists: 
 

Ron Jones - 12/2, 12/16, 12/23 
Joan Ruwald - 12/9 
Ann Frank - 12/30 

Collator: 
 

Nede Bachelier 

1   Roy Unterseh, Jim Stueve, Dennis & Raymond Brandt, Ed Arras 

2   Chuck Keller, Craig Mehner, Larry Taake, Dawn & Chase Rubemeyer 

3   Rodney & Lisa Clamors, Ollney Mueller Jr., Paul Hoeffken 

4   Bill Stueve, Charles Lloyd, Kevin Whelan 

5   Robert Mesnarich Jr., Pam Nagel, Don & Carol Matzenbacher 

6   Jason & Nick Valerius, Tim Troup 

7   Alan Stumpf, Ross Schrader, Paul Broske Sr. 

8   Larry Goessling, Jim Smothers, Dave Wiese, Cal Neeman, Dean Harbison 

9   Jim Crawford, Allen Jacobs, Don & Gina Birrittier 

10   Elden Niemeyer, Sharon Osterhage, Wayne Hargrave, Wyatt Drewes 

11   Lee Eggemeyer, Ken Schanz, Roger Schanz, Curt Wittbracht 

Thanks to all who made supply 
donations in the months of   
October and November.  Your 
help is appreciated. 
 
Students are busy learning to 

identify their letters, write their names and develop their math and problem 
solving skills. 
 
Preschool will be doing a special dinner time fund raiser January 25 and 26, 
2018 to help pay for a much needed fence around our playground. During this 
fund raiser, students will serve pizzas and play games with their guests.  We are 
looking for church volunteers to help us work with the kids, make pizzas, and 
help with set up, serving, and clean up.  Please contact Linda, Cindy or Lisa if 
you would like to volunteer.  Have a blessed Christmas! 
 

Peace, Linda Polansky, Preschool Director 

Thank you Immanuel for 
the gifts cards and           

certificate in recognition of 
my 20+ years of directing 

the preschool.  I have      
enjoyed my time with the 

children very much and 
getting to know their     
families has been a     

blessing to me.  I'm excited 
about what the future 
holds for me as I look     
toward retirement.   
Thank you all again!  

—Cindy Troup 
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Want to Stay Up to Date? 
Go to our website (immanuelwaterloo.org) and check it out!  Be sure to subscribe to the calendar, 
and you’ll have the most up to date info on Immanuel’s activities and events.  Also, check out all of 
the info available right on our home page.  Notice that something is missing?  Let us know! 

immanuelwaterloo.org
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Funke News: Diving In... 
 
“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you…” Isaiah 43:2a  
 
While there are definitely aspects of Halloween that we don’t like, we love any op-
portunity for creativity, imagination, costumes, and playing pretend. This week Mi-
chael and Julia dressed up as scuba divers, ice skaters, and some of their favorite 
sweet treats. To see more pictures of their costume merriment, clickhere. Much like 
our little divers, this month we too have been exploring new waters—learning to be 
parents of two dear ones. There is no dipping our toes into these waters. Rather 
we’ve jumped into the deep end. We give thanks that God goes with us in the waters 
and provides oxygen. :-) We are so grateful for a month with no travel where we 
could go deeper into our ministries here and could give our kids some much needed consistency and attention.  
 
A New Prayer Request 
Last month we shared the amazing ways God has answered prayers in the last ten months since we returned from the U.S. In case 
you missed it, on our blog www.AFunkeTimeInTanzania.blogspot.com you will find 10 one-paragraph stories describing some of 
the answered prayers we’ve experienced personally and in our ministry. Thank you to all who have prayed for us and have many 
times been the answers to our prayers. Even as we celebrate all that God has done, we continue to look towards the future. 
  
Due to the added expenses that come with having a new family member and due to various sponsors having to reduce their monthly 
contributions for personal reasons, we are praying that God would bring forward 20 new monthly donors (of any amount) by 
the end of the year. If you feel God calling you to par tner  with our  ministry in this way, you can set up a secure monthly   
automatic donation athttp://globallutheranoutreach.com/support-funke.html. An increase in contributions from current givers would 
likewise be a great blessing. Please let us know if you become one of the 20 by emailing us at  
Linda.Funke@GlobalLutheranOutreach.com. We would be very happy to send you a small thank you gift from Tanzania. 
 
Michael’s 4th Birthday 
On October 28th, Michael turned four years old! How the time flies!  Seven of Michael and Julia’s friends came over to celebrate. 
One of the workers at the local hospital has a cake-making business on the side, and about a month ago when she saw on Michael’s 
file that his birthday was coming up, she offered to make him a cake for free.  We are so thankful for our community and for our 
little boy. Michael continues to delight us with his stories, observations, humor, generosity, and loving spirit. 
 
Life at Home 
Eric continues to teach and prepare his students for their exams. However, we are grateful to the school and to his coworker Sundi 
for allowing him to be home as much as possible to continue bonding with Julia. We are slowly settling into a rhythm. We have 
started up some home schooling activities with the kids again, including helping them start their own garden. Julia continues to   
blossom. She now loves doing puzzles, giving hugs and kisses, going for rides in the jogging stroller, learning new English words, 
and playing on the playground.  We so appreciate all of your love and prayers during this time of transition. 
 
This is part of the newsletter written by Eric & Linda Funke on Nov. 2, 2017.  Would you like to be added to their email list?  If so, 
email Eric & Linda at Linda.Funke@GlobalLutheranOutreach.com and let them know. 

An Update from Our Missionary Partners 

 
Cookie 
Walk & 

Craft Fair 
 

Saturday, Dec. 2, 2017 
9 am - 12 pm 

 

You can drop off your cookies & candies in the 
kitchen on Friday from 9 am to 7 pm... 

Poinsettias for Advent & Christmas! 
 
During the 2017 Advent/Christmas Season we will     
decorate our church and narthex with poinsettias. There 
will be space for 30 live poinsettias. You can also       
purchase virtual poinsettias which will be shown on the 
screens. Each poinsettia (either live or virtual) is $6.00 
each. The money donated for virtual poinsettias will 
be put towards the narthex expansion cost. 
 
If you would like to purchase a poinsettia, please fill out 
the order form in your Sunday bulletin and return it to the 
“Notes 4 Lisa” basket in church office or the wooden box 
in the narthex by Wednesday, Dec. 6 with your money. 

https://web.facebook.com/pg/AFunkeTimeInTanzania/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1752858618088683
http://afunketimeintanzania.blogspot.com/2017/10/10-answered-prayers.html
http://globallutheranoutreach.com/support-funke.html
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BASIC helps the Jr High and High School members of our 
congregation grow together as the body of Christ. That       
happens primarily on Sunday mornings at the Divine Service 
and in Bible Study, but we also get together for fun, fellowship, 
and service activities throughout the year. 
 
You can join the Immanuel BASIC Facebook group and 
email pastor.demski@gmail.com to be added to the weekly 
email list for the newest updates. 
 
Watch the bulletins and Pastor Demski’s emails for info 
on our upcoming events! 

BASIC Youth Group News! 

Reduce! Reuse! Recycle! 
Recycle your aluminum cans!  There is a large trash can in the kitchen for those cans. If you have a large amount and 
put them in trash bags, you can put the bags over by the white shed at the corner of the parking lot. The paper recycle 

bins are located in the back of the education building.  Load them up with your paper recycling products!   
Thank you for being good stewards and for your support of our youth! 

Our last WCM meeting for this year was held in  
November.  And, many important decisions were 
made.  First of all, our 2018 officers will be:            
President – Lisa Clamors; Vice President – Sharon 

Osterhage; Secretary – Angela LaRue; and Treasurer – Diane  
Hoffmann. 
 
Among other business, we discussed some ideas for new activities 
for 2018.  Watch this newsletter column and the church bulletins for 
continuing updates on what the WCM will be doing.  By the way, our    
Bi-county Backpack Collection, our spring Women’s Mini-Retreat, our   
annual fall Bunco event, and the 5 C’s of Christmas crafting event will be 
ongoing. 
 
Planning for our 2018 Mini-Retreat will begin sometime in January 
and many hands will be needed for this annual outreach event.  If 
you would like to help out with it, please let me know.  You do not have 
to be a WCM member to help.  Some of the areas needing volunteers 
are registration, set-up & decorating, handing out flyers, and of course 
bringing a breakfast food item.  Don’t miss out on the fun and fellowship 
as we work together to minister to the many women who attend this  
inspirational event!  I almost forgot the most important area where you 
can help out...praying for our planning committee for this event, for the 
women that will attend the retreat, and prayers for our keynote speaker!  
More about who our speaker is and what the theme of this year’s mini-
retreat is will be coming soon! 
 

The Thursday evening Women’s Bible Study has   
finished its latest study.  We will take a break for the 
holidays and resume in January with a Life Light study on 
the book of John.  Faith Mueller & Janet Crawford will co-
lead this 9 week study. As always, all ladies are welcome 
to join us!  Books are available in the church office. 
 
The Women’s Christian Ministry has been truly blessed 
throughout this year with faithful women who have lived 
their faith through their dedication in serving in their 
homes, in our church, and in our community.  Immanuel is 
truly blessed!  Have a blessed Christmas and a Happy 
New Year! 
 
We would love for more ladies to get involved and to play 
an active part in the events and activities at Immanuel!  
The WCM welcomes YOU!  Feel free to contact me     
anytime at lclamors@gmail.com or 618-719-4954. 
 

In Christ, Lisa Clamors 
 

“How good and pleasant it is when sisters live       
together in unity!”  Psalm 133:1 

    Greetings from the Women’s Christian Ministry (WCM)! 

Join us in the new year! Our next meeting will 
be on Tuesday, January 16th at 7:00 pm. 

mailto:pastor.demski@gmail.com
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Christmas 
Cards  

of Love 
 

The Board of Social Ministry invites the 
congregation to join them in        
brightening the Christmas season for 
our shut-in and homebound members. 
This board will be delivering a “goody 
bag” to each shut-in and homebound 
member on December 3rd.  
 
In addition to this gift, we are asking 
the members of Immanuel to           
remember them as well.  Please    
consider sending a Christmas card 
during this Christmas season.   
 
Your help will brighten their Christmas 
and extend the love of Immanuel to 
them. 

Special Recognition of Two Immanuel Staff Members! 
 

Sandy Mueller and Cindy Troup were recognized in November for their many years of service.  
Sandy has served as Immanuel’s custodian for 20 years, and Cindy served as Immanuel’s   
Preschool director for 21 years.  We thank the Lord for the faithful service of these two   

women and pray that God will continue to bless them! 

Fall 2017 (Sept-Oct-Nov) Attendance: 
 

We had many students receive honorable mention          
certificates for attendance (only missed 1-3 classes) and a 
few who received perfect attendance certificates.  Those 
who only missed 1-3 classes were Daniel Bundenthal, 
Zachary Bundenthal, Tripp Gardner, Ava Hemmer,      
Nicholas Hoeffken, TJ Joellenbeck, Logan Kettler,  
McKenna Menke, Olivia Sims, Avery Troup, Caleb Troup, 
and Grace Troup.  Great job to each of you!  Those who 
received perfect attendance were Kelsey Crook, Addie 
Janssen, and Ben Janssen.  Awesome job, Kelsey, Addie & 
Ben!  Thank you to ALL of our families who bring their 
children to Sunday School; we appreciate your dedication! 
 

Sunday School News! 
New Superintendent: 

 

Cindy Troup will be retiring as Superintendent at the end 
of this year, and Lisa Clamors will begin this role in    
January.  Thank you, Cindy, for your dedication to our 
Sunday School & to the children for many, many years!  
Cindy does still plan to sub, when needed. 
 

Teachers & Subs Needed: 
 

We are looking for a couple teachers for our preschool—
2nd grade classes as well as a couple people willing to 
sub if needed.  Can you help?  If so, please contact Lisa  
Clamors (immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com or 939-6480) if 
you can help in this way. 
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“To Us a Child Is Born” 
Children’s Christmas Service 

Sunday, December 17 
3:00 pm 

  

Sunday School children in preschool through 8th grade 
will be participating in this service.  Come and listen as 

the Christmas story is told by the young people. 
  

Following the service, you are invited to a “Birthday Party 
for Jesus” hosted by the Board of Christian Education in 
the multipurpose room.  Cake, ice cream, and drinks will 

be served. 

Join us for Advent Dinners & Services! 
Wednesdays during Advent — Dec. 6, 13 & 20 — 5-7 pm 

 

Immanuel’s Mission Team will be hosting the dinners each Wednesday during Advent 
and any freewill donations received will support their Paraguay mission trip in  

June 2018.  All dinners will include desserts and drinks, too. 
 

Advent services follow at 7:30 pm on Dec. 6 & 13, and a special Advent service,    
The Road to Bethlehem, will follow at 7:30 pm on Dec. 20. 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Wednesday, December 20 
7:30 pm 

 

With the Lord’s help, Immanuel will present four scenes 
depicting events that occurred before that first Christmas 
so many years ago.  Directed by Don Birrittier, The Road 
to Bethlehem will involve fifteen Immanuel members as 
well as our bell & vocal choirs in this dramatized service.  
All are welcome, and please invite your family & friends! 



 

WORSHIP SERVICES  
 

SATURDAY 
5:30 pm 

 

SUNDAY 
7:45 am & 10:15 am 

 
Holy Communion is celebrated at every Saturday     
service, at the 7:45 am service on the 2nd and 4th   

Sundays of each month, and at the 10:15 am service 
on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of each month. 

  

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  
 

Monday – Friday 
8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

 
Pastor Troup’s day off is Monday. 

Pastor Demski’s day off is Thursday. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church  
522 S. Church Street  
Waterloo, IL 62298  

 

May God continue to bless you:  
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Don’t forget to visit us on the web… 
immanuelwaterloo.org 

You’ll find our weekly announcements and 
updates, our calendar, narthex updates, 

and other important information! 
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