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From Our Administrative Pastor… 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Immanuel, 
 

Summer is generally a more relaxed time in the life of a       
congregation.  The confirmation of junior catechumens is    
usually over and the Adult Choir and bell choirs usually take a 
little break for two or three months during the summer here at 
Immanuel.  We have Vacation Bible School (this year it will be 
held during June 19-23), but that only lasts a week.  After the 
observance of Pentecost and Trinity Sunday, there are no major 
festivals during the summer.  It’s a time we call “Ordinary Time” in the church year.  A time 
when lessons and sermons reflect the teachings of Jesus and living the Christian life in the 
light of Jesus’ cross and empty tomb. 
 

It’s a great time of year for special sermon series.  For many years now, Immanuel has      
enjoyed summer sermon series that cover teachings and Bible lessons not often covered by 
the appointed lessons.  We’ve talked about the fruits of the Spirit, favorite hymns, the        
Beatitudes in Matthew 5, the Ten Commandments, and contemporary issues—to name just a 
few!  These sermons can be tough for a preacher to write (no, we don’t get our sermons from 
a book), but that’s a good thing.  It’s always a good idea to make your pastor stretch a bit 
when it comes to creating sermons.  What’s more, a sermon from a series can be thought   
provoking and uplifting.  It can answer questions that have been on the minds and hearts of 
many of God’s people. 

 

For all the reasons stated above, Immanuel plans to have 
another sermon series this summer.  Called “Summer in the 
Psalms,” Pastor Demski and I will explore a number of    
interesting psalms, including Psalm 27, 46, 51, 55, 63, 73, 
127 and 139.  I’m sure this series will be exciting because 
the psalms themselves are exciting.  Used as the hymnal for 
the Old Testament and early New Testament Church, the 

psalms reflect the feelings of God’s people and the hope and strength we have in Christ.  The 
psalmists express feelings of sadness, joy, depression, exhilaration, peace, contentment,     
bewilderment, security, wonder, and awe over God’s person and character.  They deal with 
issues such as repentance, the  wonder of God’s creation, betrayal, forgiveness, longing for 
God in a godless world, the blessing of family, the beginning of life, and knowing God      
intimately.  Although many psalms were written by David, other men put pen to paper in 
composing these hymns of praise to God.  In short, the psalms are awesome and should be 
committed to memory (at least some of them) by every Christian. 
 

So, starting on June 23 and ending on August 13, join us as we search the psalms.  “Summer 
in the Psalms” will be a great way to spend our     
summer weekends.  Also, be sure to come to our    
annual Outdoor Service at Camp Wartburg on June 4 
at 10:30 a.m.  We’ll head out there after Sunday 
School at 9 a.m. and enjoy food and fellowship after 
the service.  What a great way to begin the summer!  
See you there! 
 

Love in Christ, 

What’s more, a sermon 
from a series can be 

thought provoking and   
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questions that have been on 
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many of God’s people. 

Used as the hymnal for the 
Old Testament and early New 
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During the Absolution the pastor says, “Upon this your       
confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Where did this originally 
come from? Since Christ alone forgives, how did this come to 
be a part of the Lutheran Service? Great question. 
 
The confession and repentance of sins resulting in absolution 
has been around since Adam and Eve. Adam and Eve sinned. 
Rather than confessing their sins, they hid from God and then 
placed blame on anyone except themselves. God cast them out 
of the garden with both curses and promises of redemption. 
Then we hear throughout all of the Scriptures as people sinned 
and rebelled against God, and then people would confess their 
sins, repent (turn from their sins), and God would rescue them. 
See the book of Judges for a ton of that going on. Or see the 
book of Jonah as an example of God's goodness and mercy, 
that he sends Jonah to proclaim God's mercy and the people 
repent and are forgiven. When it comes to confession and   
absolution specifically, we hear Jesus talk in Matthew 18:15-
20 about how to deal with a brother sinning against you. Jesus 
tells them that their forgiveness reflects God's forgiveness. If a 
person is repentant, their sins are to be forgiven. If they are not, 
their sin is to be held against them. We also have John 20:19-
23, after the resurrection, when Jesus breathes his Spirit onto 
the disciples with a similar command of binding and loosing. 
Anyone can forgive anyone. When a child comes to a mother 
and confesses that he stole the last cookie that his mother told 
him not to take, she can look into his eyes and say, "I forgive 
you and so does Jesus." 
 
When we're in the context of a worship service, the pastor, as 
the called minister of God's Word, is the means through which 
people hear that holy absolution. Here's a great summary    
provided by Pastor Mark Surburg: “We call absolution, Holy 
Absolution, because it is God’s gift which He carries out in our 
midst. When we receive forgiveness from the pastor in Holy 
Absolution, it is in fact God who is forgiving us. We hear the 
pastor speak for God as he says “I forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 
As the Augsburg Confession states: “For it is not the voice or 
word of the person speaking it, but it is the Word of God, who 
forgives sin. For it is spoken in God’s stead and by God’s  
command” (XXV.3). 
 
Holy Absolution is the Gospel in its “purest” form. When I 
first attended a Lutheran church I was offended by the man in 
the dress saying that HE forgives my sins. Who's this guy? 
What gives him the authority? Well, God's Word gives him the 
authority. We don't teach that a person alone in their room  
crying out, "God forgive me" doesn't get his prayer through to 
God because he didn't go to the pastor. No, instead, we have 
additional comfort and peace that the God of creation uses 
mere men to speak that forgiveness to His people. If we      
immediately feel surprised by that, then we should equally be 
surprised that God entered mere flesh (Christ) to carry out his 
will. We should be surprised that God uses mere men to apply 
water and God's Word to people to bring them into God's  
kingdom. We should be surprised that God uses mere bread 

and wine with his word to relay his forgiveness to us in a way that 
gives us peace and comfort knowing that our sins are forgiven. 
 
Speaking the truth as a group as we confess our sins together in 
worship is good, but going to the pastor privately with the things 
that weigh on our hearts and minds to hear God's forgiveness has 
been around since the institution of the Church by God and can be 
very beneficial. 1 John 1:9 tells us that when we confess, God is 
faithful to forgive. When you look at church history we see     
private confession and absolution very early on. We also see when 
there was an abuse of this "If you don't come to confession X 
number of times and say EVERYTHING you've done wrong it's a 
sin!" What was gospel and promise was turned into law and    
condemnation. When we talk about confession and absolution, 
we're talking about a beautiful gift that we can take advantage of 
to clear our conscience (not as a license to sin, but as a place to 
find peace when we have sinned). 
 
I hope that helps. If you have other questions, please let me know. 
If you want to dig deeper into this topic, let me know that too! 

From Our Associate Pastor…            “Ask the Pastor” 

A “Note” from our Music Director 

Missing Immanuel's Organ??? 
 

Immanuel members have recently approached me with the 
following question: “When will we hear the organ being 
played again at worship?” 
 

Interestingly, we have had four weekends without the     
instrument being played for worship.  The organ was      
covered to protect it from construction dust during this 
time.  Once construction has reached a point at which there 
is less dust in the air, the organ will be uncovered and tuned 
for use.  I have to admit, I do miss playing the organ!   
However, we now “praise the Lord” with the piano for a 
while. 
 

As we wait for the "uncovering" this summer, or early fall... 
we will continue to "praise the Lord!" which Psalm 150 
beautifully tells us to do so, no matter what instrument is 
played: 
 

PRAISE the Lord! Praise God in His sanctuary; Praise Him 
in His mighty firmament! Praise Him for His mighty acts; 
Praise Him according to His excellent greatness!  Praise 
Him with the sound of the trumpet; Praise Him with the lute 
and harp! Praise Him with the timbrel and dance; Praise 
Him with stringed instruments and flutes! Praise Him with 
loud cymbals; Praise Him with high sounding cymbals!  Let 
everything that has breath PRAISE the LORD.  PRAISE the 
LORD! 
 
   Serving Him, 
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June Birthdays &  
Anniversaries 

Parish Leaders  
 

Pastors: 
 

Rev. Dr. Tony Troup, 618-340-8375   Administrative 
Rev. Merritt Demski, 847-254-9666     Associate 

 

Church & School Staff: 
 
Lisa Clamors, 618-719-4954       Office Secretary  
Ann Frank, 282-6597       Music Director 
Sandy Mueller        Housekeeping 
Ken Schanz         Groundskeeper/Maintenance 
Cindy Troup, 618-340-0757     Preschool Co-Director 
Linda Polansky, 618-980-3475     Preschool Co-Director 
 

Church Council: 
 
Lee Eggemeyer, 458-8555       President  
Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033     Vice-President 
Laura Kinzinger, 939-8175      Secretary 
David Powell, 618-974-9222      Treasurer 
Warren Frank, 282-6597    Financial Secretary 
Taryn Niemeyer, 939-7982    Christian Education 
Allen Jacobs, 939-3035       Church Properties 
Colby Crook, 618-910-2825          Evangelism 
Sandy Mueller, 618-420-1373     Social Ministry 
Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033       Spiritual Ministry 
Pat Kelly, Sr., 636-373-2967        Stewardship 
Sandy Nichols, 618-340-0520     Youth Ministry 
 

Other Volunteers: 
 
Cindy Troup        Sunday School Superintendent 
Louise Nobbe           Head Sacristans 
Marilyn Collette and Deb Joellenbeck 
Sandy Thompson      Flower Coordinator 
Lisa Clamors       Women’s Christian Ministry 
Janet Crawford        Fellowship Committee 
 

Field Education Students: 
No students during the summer. 

 
Have you ever thought about joining one of  

Immanuel's Boards or committees? If so, please  
contact the appropriate person listed above. 

It’s Exciting!  Wondering about the  
narthex progress? 

Check out our Facebook group or our website! 
Pastor Demski will be posting videos throughout 
to keep you up to date.  But, the best way to see 
what’s going on is check it out when you come to 

worship! 

Happy Birthday 
to… 
 

1     Amanda Drewes 
       Adam Eggemeyer 
2     Bradley Altes 
       Jane Moeser 
3     Jim Heise 
       Kathy Netzeband 
       Taylor Scheibe 
4     Alex Naumann 
       Kristin Wilhelm 
5     Michael Jones 
       Christine Mitchell 
       Joan Rehmer 
       Norma Shive 
6     Tyler Ervin 
       Jack Horrell 
       Saundra Mueller 
7     Brady Drewes 
       Kaylee Tucker 
8     Liam Garner 
       Lauren Heise 
       Curt Wittbracht 
9     Marie Dietzel 
       Lois Rabbermann 
       Sophia Thompson 
10   Isabel Gibbons 
11   Lucas Altes 
13   Linda Allscheid 
       Oliver Valerius 
       Shirley Williams 
14   Ryan Gruber 
       Kyleen May 
       Karen Valerius 
15   Robert Menke 
       Kristen Troup 
17   Carol Hart 
       Jenny Wittbracht 
18   Kolton May 

18   Imogene Myrick 
19   Gary Altes 
20   Taryn Niemeyer 
21   Fylicia Horn 
22   Drew McDaniel 
23   Ken Schanz 
24   Robert Blattner 
       Nola Cottner 
       Quinn Rodenberg 
25   Kay Bense 
       Madison Eybel 
       Andrew Haare 
26   Carol Matzenbacher 
27   Bonita Lieb 
       Logan Urspruch 
28   Tina Herschbach 
       Blake Reisner 
       John Reisner 
       Lori Smothers 
 

Happy Anniversary to… 
 

2 Tim & Deborah Joellenbeck (5) 
5        Andrew & Andrea Glessner (7) 
6        Glenn & Barb White (42) 
8        Dan & Pam Kettler (43) 
10      Ken & Susan Stratman (22) 
          Tom & Norma Wheatley (57) 
11      Colby & Kristina Crook (6) 
12      David & Tina Herschbach (24) 
 Jay & Lerona Pryor (46) 
14      Tom & Sandy Bequette (21) 
          Merritt & Veronica Demski (8) 
          David & Kathie Naumann (31) 
15      Jim & Lois Heise (54) 
          Kyle & Shelly Wetzler-Wild (4) 
16      Eddie & Emily Reece (5) 
19 Aaron & Christine Thompson (7) 
20      Justin & Lindsey Braun (8) 
          Brian & Carol Hart (30) 
21      Eric & Janis Milton (31) 
24 Josh & Crystal Becker (11) 
26      Eric & Kristin Wilhelm (13) 

God’s blessings to each of you celebrating 
a birthday or anniversary in June! 
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Elders‘ Shepherding Program  
(Families whose last name begins with)  

A-B    Rodney Clamors, 618-719-4023 
C-D    Jim Crawford, 618-799-8789 
E-Ha   Scott Janssen, 214-629-6975 
He-Hu   Bob Polansky, 618-979-0918 
J-K    Jason Valerius, 458-4890 
L-Mel   Wayne Collmeyer, 618-719-7235 
Men-My  Cal Neeman, 939-5137 
N-P    Elden Niemeyer, 939-7982 
R-Sche   Larry Taake, 939-4757 
Schi-Sw   Jerry Grant, 939-5032 
T-Wel   Kevin Whelan, 939-1985 
Wem-Z   Larry Goessling, 618-322-6555 
Elders & Pastors:  Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033 
 

Have a question or would like to speak to your 
elder, feel free to call him anytime. 

Board of Social Ministry: 
 

June:  Moms on a Mission 
 

We will be collecting various household items. 
Look in the bulletins for a list! 
 

Bi-County Backpack Program: 
 

This is an ongoing collection that supports      
children in Red Bud, Valmeyer, and Waterloo 
throughout the year.  See the weekly bulletins for 
a list of items needed. 
 
Sunday School: 
 

June:  Waterloo Area Churches’ Help Network 
 

Each month, the Sunday School classes take a monetary offering for 
a specific charity. Thank you to all of the Pre-K through 8th grade  
students that contribute to these collections each month! 

Monthly Collections 

Sunday Education Hour (9-10 am):  This Bible study hour consists of 
Sunday School for the youth (3 years old to 8th grade), a young adult  
Bible study (high school & college age) on Romans led by Pastor Demski 
in the youth room; a study on “Luther and His Times” led by Pastor Troup 
in the overflow room; and a family Bible study for young adults and     
families led by Scott & Jen Janssen and Tim Scheibe in the church   
basement kitchen. 
 
Men’s Bible Study:  A Bible study on the book of Matthew led by  
Pastor Troup is held at Burger King  every Tuesday at 6:30 am. 
 
Wednesday Morning Adult Bible Class:  This Bible study and        
fellowship time is held every Wednesday at 9:30am. This class is led by 
Pastor Demski, and they are studying Jeremiah. 
 
Ladies’ Bible Study:  The ladies are taking a break over the summer. 
 
Adult Information Classes:  If you are interested in this class, please 
let Pastor Troup know. 
 
Elders’ Bible Study:  Watch the bulletins and newsletters for the 
next Elders’ Bible study. 

Bible Study Opportunities! 

June 2017 
Altar Flowers 

6/3—6/4 Outdoor Service 
6/10—6/11  Given by Dave & 
   Julie Powell in  
   memory of their  
   grandchildren, Evan 
   & Lydia Kelley 
6/17—6/18 open 
6/24—6/25 open 
 
The 2017 Flower Chart is posted on the 
bulletin board in the hallway by the   
overflow room. Sign up early for the 
weekend you would like!  As your     
weekend gets closer, Sandy Thompson will 
contact you to give you more details. 

Immanuel has a small group of 
people willing to help transport 
others to the doctor, store, etc,  
We are in need of a few more 
volunteers to help with this     
service.  If you would like to be 
put on this list, please contact  
Lisa in the church office. 

Can You Help? 

Do You Have an Email Address? 
Did you know that you could be a good steward by receiving our newsletter via    

e-mail?  Call or e-mail the church office and let Lisa know to remove you from the 
mailing list and add you to the e-mail list. 

There is a wooden 
box in the hallway 

by the overflow 
room for your   

donations for these 
2 collections. 

Thank you! 
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Baptism: 

 

4/2/17—Luke Isaac Blakeslee, son of 

Ben & Stephanie nee Neusel Blakeslee 

 

Funerals: 

 

4/15/17—Clem Ruesler 

4/28/17—Doris Horn 

 

Transfers In: 

 

 Donna Chitty 

 The Roberts Family (Jeremy, Lori, 

Kaden, and Keaton) 

April Church Attendance 

April 2017 Official Acts In Our Prayers... 
 

Please note:  The names listed below will remain on our public prayer list 
for two weeks unless the church office is notified otherwise.  Thank you. 
 

We Pray for our Fellow Parishioners: Millie Menke, Erwin 
Liefer, Nancy Huck, Isabel Gibbons, Sandy Moore, Esther 
Brandt, Vic Brueggemann, Asher Vadnal, Perry Koch 

We Pray for Friends and Relatives of Parishioners:        
Michael Washausen, Nina Van Kamp, Ken Horn, Karen Altes, 
Kurt Klotzer, Nicole Bachelier, John Stumpf, Marlene       
Tonkins, Scott Nobbe, Lydia Boyer, Marguerite Schmidt, Bob 
Schmidt, Florence Bond 

We Pray for Those in the Service of Our Nation: Alicia 
Kirkley, Dustin Bender, Aaron Bommarito, Alex Naumann, 
Paul Doty, Jonathan Fuller, Amanda Milburn 

We Pray for Our Missionaries and Special Missions: Er ic 
& Linda Funke (Tanzania), Unity Lutheran Elementary School 
(East St. Louis, IL) Our April Finances 

    April 2017 (5)  1282 (includes Easter) 
    April 2016 (4)    971 
    April 1987 (5)  1247 

 
2017 Weekly Average (as of 4/30):  242 

As of 4/30/17, there were 881 baptized members. 

 Total Deposits   $  82,471.05 
 Total Expenses   $  71,010.16 
 Over/(Short)    $  11,460.89 

 

April 30, 2017 Balances: 
 Checking    $  65,922.25 
 Scholarship Fund  $    9,439.41 
 Narthex Exp. Fund $  41,979.76 
 Nobbe Mem. Fund $    8,236.00 
 Mission Team Fund $    1,655.89 
 Horn Mem. Fund  $       357.16 
 Mem. Fund (Undesignated) $       830.00 
 Loan     $  15,394.17 

 

2017 Year to Date: 
 Deposits    $192,687.84 
 Expenses   $186,359.39 
 Over/(Short)   $    6,328.45 
 Unpaid Obligations $           0.00 

A Few Openings Left for Next Year! 
 
M/W/F Class for 4 yr. olds 
8:30—11:30am 
Children must be 4 by 9/1/17. 
$50 registration fee (non-refundable) 
$120/month tuition (Sept—May) 
 

T/Th Class for 3 yr. olds 
8:30—11:30am 
Children must be 3 by 9/1/17. 
$50 registration fee (non-refundable) 
$100/month tuition (Sept—May) 
 
Visit our website (www.immanuelwaterloo.org) or    
contact the office (immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com or 
939-6480) for more information or to get a           
registration packet. 

http://www.immanuelwaterloo.org
mailto:immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com
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June 2017 Worship Helpers 

Vestment Colors: 
 
      6/1—6/11     red 
      6/12—6/30   black 

Usher Teams: 

Saturday Accompanists: 
 

6/3, 6/17, 6/24—Ron Jones 
6/10—Joan Ruwald 

Collator: 
 

Nede Bachelier 

1   Roy Unterseh, Jim Stueve, Dennis & Raymond Brandt, Ed Arras 

2   Chuck Keller, Craig Mehner, Larry Taake, Dawn & Chase Rubemeyer 

3   Rodney & Lisa Clamors, Michael Trout, Ollney Mueller Jr. 

4   Bill Stueve, Charles Lloyd, Kevin Whelan 

5   Robert Mesnarich Jr., Pam Nagel, Don & Carol Matzenbacher 

6   Jason & Nick Valerius, Wade Marshall, Gerald Woodcock, Tim Troup 

7   Alan Stumpf, Larry Decker, Ross Schrader, Paul Broske Sr. 

8   Larry Goessling, Jim Smothers, Dave Wiese, Cal Neeman, Dean Harbison 

9   Jim Crawford, Allen Jacobs, Don & Joey Birrittier 

10   Elden Niemeyer, Sharon Osterhage, Wayne Hargrave, Wyatt Drewes 

11   Lee Eggemeyer, Ken Schanz, Roger Schanz, Curt Wittbracht 

YOUTH GROUP SUMMER KICK-OFF BBQ! 
Junior high and high school youth are invited to our Summer Kick-Off BBQ on 
Sunday, June 4th at the Nichols’ house (8012 Lakewood Drive) in Waterloo.  
Join us from 4-9 pm for food, fellowship & games as we kick-off the summer 
together!  Have questions or need directions? Contact Pastor Demski. 
 

Donut Duty—Who’s on for June? 
6/4— n/a   6/11— Birrittiers 
6/18— open  6/25— open 
 

***If you would like to sponsor a Sunday, please sign up on the list on the do-
nut table or email Pastor Demski. 

BASIC Youth Group News! 

Reduce! Reuse! Recycle! 
Recycle your aluminum cans!  There is a large trash can in the kitchen 
for those cans. If you have a large amount and put them in trash bags, 
you can put the bags over by the white shed at the corner of the     
parking lot. The paper recycle bins are  located in the back of the    
education building.  Load them up with your paper recycling products! 
The youth group thanks you for your support! 
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Want to Stay Up to Date? 

Go to our website (immanuelwaterloo.org) and check it out!  Be sure to subscribe to the calendar, 
and you’ll have the most up to date info on Immanuel’s activities and events.  Also, click on          
Church News from the homepage to get access to all of the weekly announcements & updates and 
monthly newsletters.  Notice that something is missing?  Let us know! 

immanuelwaterloo.org


Greetings from the  
Women’s Christian  
Ministry (WCM)! 

 

Summer is here...well, almost!  This is a wonderful 
time of year that many children look forward to.  Three 
months off of school seems like a long time but, as we 
adults know, time flies by.  I’ve heard many people say 
“Don’t blink!” when talking about their children    
growing up or how long they’ve been married.  It’s 
true, we shouldn’t blink in the sense that we close our 
eyes and minds to all God has given us.  We should 
take time to be refreshed in His Word and renew our 
hearts in the daily blessings He gives us.  Speaking of 
refreshing and renewing, here are a few comments 
from our “Refresh & Renew” Mini-Retreat in April 
which was attended by 79 ladies (27 from Immanuel 
and 52 from the community). 
 

“Of each mini-retreat that I have been blessed to     
attend, I believe Heidi’s presentation is at the top of 
my list.” “Thank you!!  Sign me up for 2018!!   
Wonderful!” “Thanks to God for a great day—thanks 
also to all the women working for a wonderful day, a 
joyful morning—Good job!” “Food was delicious! Very 
nice.” “An awesome job.  Like the time frame. Thank 
you!” “Loved every minute of it.  I already look forward 
to next year.” “Always a blessing.” “The food was    
EXCELLENT.  The speaker was wonderful.  Thanks, 
thanks, thanks to all who put this retreat together.” 
“Thank you for shining the love of our Lord by & 
through your loving hard work.” “First time attending 
here at this mini-retreat—glad I chose to attend.” 
 

Quilters’ Guild Update:  Join them on Tuesdays from 
1-4 pm and Thursdays from 4-8:30 pm in the Sunday 
School room in the education building.  All are         
welcome—no matter your quilting ability!  Have a quilt 
that you would like them to help you with? They are 
accepting quilting projects from church members and 
people in the community. $0.35 per yard of thread 
used. Contact Taryn Niemeyer (618-939-7982) for more 
details or to get your name (quilt) on their to-do list. 
 

      In Christ, 
      Lisa Clamors 
 

“How good and pleasant it is when sisters live         
together in unity!”  Psalm 133:1 
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Funke News: Invited 
 
Easter is a beautiful reminder that 
through Jesus’s death and             
resurrection, we have been invited 
into an ongoing loving  relationship 
with Him, and ultimately we will 
join Him at the greatest party ever. 
While that is the best invitation         
imaginable, we have received some 
additional wonderful invitations this 
past month, and we have enjoyed opportunities to extend   
hospitality to others as well. 
 
Diakonia World Federation Conference in Chicago 
Great news! We are just $175 short of having all three of our 
Tanzanian participants fully funded! If you would like to help 
us cross the finish line financially, you can write a check to 
“Global Lutheran Outreach” with “Funke: Deaconess Project” 
in the memo line and send it to Global Lutheran Outreach, 
6709 Ficus Dr., Miramar, FL 33023. 
 
Please also pray for the logistics of this trip. We are having 
some problems getting Deaconess Matrida Sanga’s passport, 
as Tanzania’s immigration office claims to have run out of 
passport books. We have contacted our immigration agent in 
Dar Es Salaam and pray that this situation can be resolved 
soon so that we can purchase plane tickets and obtain visas for 
all three participants. 
 
Easter 
We greatly enjoyed celebrating Christ’s resurrection with our 
friends in Mwadui. The Saturday before Easter our young 
neighbors came over to dye Easter eggs. We did an Easter egg 
hunt with Michael before church on Sunday and then         
celebrated with our church family. Our neighbors, the Nzelu 
family, invited us and the two remaining boarding students 
over for Easter lunch after church. It was a joyous weekend! 
 
Home and School Life 
On April 27th, we celebrated Eric’s birthday. Michael helped 
make the card and cake. School is also now back in session, 
and the computers are finally back in the computer lab. Eric 
and Sundi are hard at work getting them all networked and 
updated. Eric has also begun teaching Form 3 physics since 
one of our teachers took a government job. Linda will begin 
teaching again this week, and her Bible study has started a 
new curriculum. We are so thankful for all the people who 
regularly invite us into their lives, including all of you! Thank 
you for your ongoing prayers and encouragement! 
 
Written by Eric & Linda Funke on May 4, 2017.  Would you like to 
be added to their email list?  If so, email Eric & Linda at            
Linda.Funke@GlobalLutheranOutreach.com and let them know. 

An Update from Our Missionary Partners 
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On Sunday, April 30, 2017, five 8th graders were confirmed at  Immanuel. Pictured with Pastor Demski & 
Pastor Troup are (l-r) Alex Magnuson, Sophia Alu, Paul Hoeffken, Sami Wheat, and Evan Fink. 

Congratulations to our 2017 Confirmation Class! 

Women’s Mini-Retreat — April 22, 2017 
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Congratulations to our 2017 High School & College Graduates! 

Lucas Smothers graduated from 
Southern Illinois University of  

Edwardsville on May 5th with a  
Bachelor of Science, Business  

Administration Degree. 

Michael Trout graduated from Waterloo High School on  
May 14th.  He plans to attend SIUE in the fall. 

Nathan 
Grant    
graduated in 
May from SIU-
Edwardsville 
with a degree in 
Business  
Administration. 
He is employed 
at Prudential 
where he helps 
clients with 
insurance and 
financial    
planning needs. 
He is getting 
married in June 
to Hannah   
Moravec. 

Joey Birrittier 
graduated from 
Waterloo High 
School on May 

14th.  He plans to 
attend the  

University of  
Illinois—

Champaign/Urbana 
and major in     
Agriculture  

Education.  He is 
awaiting reply 

from the state of 
Illinois on his   

application for 
FFA state officer. 
If he is chosen, he 

will do a 12-month 
tour as a state   

officer prior to  
attending U of I. 

Caroline 
Stratman 

graduated from 
Waterloo High 
School on May 

14th.  She will be 
attending 

McKendree    
University in the 

fall to study 
Criminal Justice. 

Nick Valerius graduated from Waterloo High School on May 14th.  
He is going to SEMO in the fall to major in Computer Science. 
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VBS Safety Policy:  To ensure the safety of 
our children, parents will be asked to come 
into the church for pick up at the conclusion of 
VBS daily.  You will find your children with 
their class in their pew.  Preschool classes will 
have a sign in/out sheet.  For older classes, 
we ask that you verbally communicate with 
their teacher when picking up your child.   
Children will not be released to older siblings. 
Thank you for helping us keep your children 
safe! 
 
Note to parents, guardians and friends of 
VBS: There is no fee for VBS. Each        
student receives a t-shirt (which costs us 
about $5) and each family will receive a music 
CD (about $5). If you would like to underwrite 
VBS costs, you may make donations to  
Immanuel Lutheran Church and write VBS in 
the memo space. There will also be an      
offering to support a local mission and you 
may help us with that mission. Also, see the 
list below for other ways that you can help our 
2017 VBS. 

VBS 2017 
Volunteer Form 

June 19-23 
9 – 11:45 am 

 
Name 
____________________________________ 
 
Phone Number 
____________________________________ 
 
T-shirt Size (Circle one):    AS       AM      AL          
 

AXL     AXXL 

 
I’d like to help in one or more of the following 
ways: 
 
_____   Teacher: Grade preferred ______ 
_____   Teacher’s helper                                          
_____   Craft helper 
_____   Kitchen helper 
_____   Recreation helper 
_____   Registration helper 
_____   Donations:    

_____ Snack items 
_____ Monetary contributions 

 
Days I can help (Circle):  All week   M   T   W    
 

Th   F   Friday afternoon closing & picnic 

Vacation Bible 
School 2017 
“Mighty Fortress” 
Celebrating the 
500th anniversary 
of the Reformation! 
 
Join us during  
June 19-23, 2017! 
9—11:45 am each day! 



 

WORSHIP SERVICES  
 

SATURDAY 
5:30 pm 

 

SUNDAY 
7:45 am & 10:15 am 

 
Holy Communion is celebrated at every Saturday     
service, at the 7:45 am service on the 2nd and 4th   

Sundays of each month, and at the 10:15 am service 
on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of each month. 

  

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  
 

Monday – Friday 
8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

 
Pastor Troup’s day off is Monday. 

Pastor Demski’s day off is Thursday. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church  
522 S. Church Street  
Waterloo, IL 62298  

 

May God continue to bless you:  

NON PROFIT ORG.  
BULK RATE  
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Don’t forget to visit us on the web… 
immanuelwaterloo.org 

You’ll find our weekly announcements and 
updates, our calendar, narthex updates, 

and other important information! 

2017 

immanuelwaterloo.org

