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From Our Administrative Pastor… 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Immanuel, 
 
As most of you know, during a special congregational meeting on March 19,  
Immanuel’s members decided to proceed with the construction of an expanded      
narthex. This narthex will be built on the east side of Immanuel’s present narthex and 
will cost approximately $460,000 to build. In addition to the construction of the  
building, excavation will be done on the east side of the church to eliminate water  
getting into the church basement—a problem we’ve had for years.  If all goes well 
and according to plan, construction will start this month and be completed by  
Thanksgiving. 
 
If you’re like me, the cost of the project may seem a little daunting.  A $460,000 price 
tag certainly brings sticker shock!  But as I pointed out during our special meeting, 
Immanuel has spent almost $1,000,000 in building projects and the purchase of   
property in the past 21 years.  And we only have $18,000 left on the church’s loan.  
Immanuel’s members are very good about paying down debt.  With the help of the 
Holy Spirit and wise stewardship, I’m confident that Immanuel can handle this      
project. 
 
An expanded narthex will certainly be a tremendous blessing for us. This new narthex 
will have a wheelchair ramp with an easy incline to the church.  We’ll have a canopy 
and automatic entrance doors for easy drop off.  We’ll have a great deal more space 
for fellowship (no need to talk with friends and guests in the church nave or the   
parking lot before and after church).  We’ll have two family restrooms and a coat 
room (no need to search for the restrooms or store your coat in the pew).  The         
logistics of funerals, weddings, confirmation celebrations, and special events will be 
so much easier with the expanded narthex. In short, the new narthex will meet a lot of 
modern needs that people today expect to be fulfilled. 
 
Because we wish to bring the amount of the loan for construction down, Immanuel’s 
Church Council has established a Narthex Building Fund.  Envelopes for this fund 
can be found in this newsletter and in the church’s present narthex.  Please pray about 
giving to this fund and how to best support the project.  Thanks to Immanuel’s leaders 
and the Narthex Expansion Committee, we’re well on our way to a new and greatly 
improved narthex.  God grant us the wisdom, patience, and strength we need to    
complete this project and use the expanded narthex for God’s glory and the          
proclamation of His Word.  Jesus bless you richly! 
 
Love in Christ, 

mailto:immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com
immanuelwaterloo.org
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Why do parents speak for babies in baptism? 
 
Parents do a lot on behalf of their children. A lot of what 
parents do is for the welfare of their children. Parents 
take children to the doctor and sign off on forms on    
behalf of their child. Is the parent the one receiving the 
treatment? No. Is the treatment being done because of 
something to do with the parent? No. It’s for the child 
who is not able to write or speak in such a way yet as to 
indicate the need for the desired treatment. We would 
freak out if a doctor said, “Well, this newborn has a 103-
degree fever, and I’m happy to treat him just as soon as 
he can say, ‘I’m sick, help me!'” The inability to         
articulate the problem doesn’t mean there is no problem. 
 
In baptism, the parents stand in the stead of the child—in 
the child’s place—to bring the child to the waters of   
baptism where sins are washed away, the Holy Spirit is 
given, and the child is placed into the care of the family 
(both biological and congregational) to be raised in the 
Christian faith. When an adult hears God’s Word and 
expresses a desire to be baptized as commanded in  
Scripture, we discuss the saving work of Jesus and what 
baptism is leading up to baptism. It’s not their work to 
show devotion, but we explain the significance of what 
baptism is. It’s God’s work to bring assurance of        
salvation through Christ (Romans 6:4, Colossians 2:12). 
We passively receive that gift. When a child is baptized 
we see the greatest example of our passive role in       
salvation. Our faith is not our own work, it’s God’s work 
(Ephesians 2:8). If that’s what we claim about adults who 
confess Christ as Lord, then the same is true for children. 
Faith is not a cognitive thing. It cannot be measured 
through brainwaves or chemicals. We learn how to     
articulate our Christian faith, but it is not our work or 
something that can be manipulated. It is God’s Work 
through the proclaimed Word of God in Christ. Before 
we can articulate it, our parents bring us to that font 
where God’s promise is applied to us and we are then 
raised in the teachings of Christ. 
 
All who are baptized continue learning about the     
teachings of Christ and grow in the understanding of 
God’s Word in the joy of salvation rather than in an    
attempt to attain salvation. Matthew 28 includes the  
commands to both make disciples through baptism AND 
to teach. To neglect teaching a newly minted disciple of 
Jesus Christ is to misuse the sacrament and would be a 
detriment to any person who is baptized. There’s a     
misconception that parents shouldn’t “sway their       
children” by “forcing religion down their throats”. The 
problem is, our actions and words teach our children (and 
the other people around us) whether we try to or not. 
Through our words and actions we either teach them that 
church and salvation are important and that Christ is the 
only way to salvation, or we teach them there is no God 

and if there is He’s not important enough to teach about 
Him. Christian parents bring their children to the font to 
have their sins washed away, and then they teach their   
children so they can grow in the grace and knowledge of 
Christ. We all are made disciples through baptism and then 
raised in the teachings of that Christian faith. 
 
For additional references and discussion on this topic be 
sure to see the post on the church website. If you’d like to 
chat about this or any topic, please let me know. Blessings 
on your day! 

From Our Associate Pastor…            “Ask the Pastor” 

A “Note” from our Music Director 

The Sound of the Trumpet! 
 
Several weekends ago, Pastor Troup mentioned in his     
sermon that we should listen for the “sound of the         
trumpet” when Christ comes to call us to our heavenly 
home. 
 
Behold, I tell you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed—in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the 
dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed.  1 Cor. 15: 51 & 52 
 
We do not know when that trumpet will be heard ...but, we 
can be assured that it will be a beautiful sound calling us 
into HIS loving arms. 
 
The Adult Choir will be singing the anthem titled "Glory to 
Our Risen King" (Butler/Neander) on Easter Sunday. 
There are four stanzas found in this selection and the first 
and last include these words: 
 
      Sound the trumpet, raise your voices, 
      Christ is risen as He said. 
 
      Sound the trumpet, raise your voices, 
      Let your songs of triumph ring! 
 
I invite you to listen to the choir voices and the sound of 
the trumpet as together they will call us to worship our  
RISEN LORD on Easter Sunday. 
 
To Him be the Glory! 
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April Birthdays &  
Anniversaries 

Parish Leaders  
 

Pastors: 
 

Rev. Dr. Tony Troup, 618-340-8375   Administrative 
Rev. Merritt Demski, 847-254-9666     Associate 

 

Church & School Staff: 
 
Lisa Clamors, 618-719-4954       Office Secretary  
Ann Frank, 282-6597       Music Director 
Sandy Mueller        Housekeeping 
Ken Schanz         Groundskeeper/Maintenance 
Cindy Troup, 618-340-0757     Preschool Co-Director 
Linda Polansky, 618-980-3475     Preschool Co-Director 
 

Church Council: 
 
Lee Eggemeyer, 458-8555       President  
Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033     Vice-President 
Laura Kinzinger, 939-8175      Secretary 
David Powell, 618-974-9222      Treasurer 
Warren Frank, 282-6597    Financial Secretary 
Taryn Niemeyer, 939-7982    Christian Education 
Allen Jacobs, 939-3035       Church Properties 
Colby Crook, 618-910-2825          Evangelism 
Sandy Mueller, 618-420-1373     Social Ministry 
Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033       Spiritual Ministry 
Pat Kelly, Sr., 636-373-2967        Stewardship 
Sandy Nichols, 618-340-0520     Youth Ministry 
 

Other Volunteers: 
 
Cindy Troup        Sunday School Superintendent 
Louise Nobbe           Head Sacristans 
Marilyn Collette and Deb Joellenbeck 
Sandy Thompson      Flower Coordinator 
Lisa Clamors       Women’s Christian Ministry 
Janet Crawford        Fellowship Committee 
 

Field Education Students: 
 
Nathan (Mariah) Abel, 4th year  832-257-8788 
Ben (Gini) Spaulding, 1st year   586-588-1756 

 
Have you ever thought about joining one of  

Immanuel's Boards or committees? If so, please  
contact the appropriate person listed above. 

Happy Birthday 
to… 
 

1 Darian Becker  
2  Russell Lieb  
 Harry Thompson  
3  Tiffany Mitchell  
 Brett Wiegand 
 Gwendolyn Wiegand 
4  Matthew Stratman  
6  Nathan Grant  
 Nathan Prescher  
 Michael Rusteberg  
7  Megan Brandt 
 Linda Harbison  
8  Greg Hoeffken 
9  Chris Melliere  
10  Audrey Campbell  
 Austin Campbell  
11  John Grant  
 Ethan Perjak  
12  Amanda Bergheger  
 Evan Fink 
 Doris Horn  
 Wendy Maag  
 Sandy Thompson  
13  Alvera Jacobs  
 Steve Kruse 
 Reagan Nichols 
 Barrett Thompson 
14  Alicia Kirkley  
15  Harold Verseman  
16 Kennedy Filipiak 
 Andrea Glessner 
 Alex Magnuson 
17  Rodney Clamors  
 Wayne Collmeyer  
 Bill Holtgrieve 
18  Chuck Cadman  
19  Claude Heimburger 
 Erwin Liefer  
22  Jessica Bender  
 Gina Eybel 

24  Tyler Koch  
28  Alexis Keller  
 Denise Wiese  
29  Kristin Crawford  
  Robert Kettler  
 Bob Osterhage  
 Max Schrader  
30  Tom Bequette  
 Julius Cottner  
 Madalyn Valerius 
 

Happy Anniversary to… 
 
6     Joe & Audrey Campbell (26) 
8     Rodney & Lisa Clamors (17) 
11   Gene & Diane Hoffmann (47) 
12   Don & Carol Matzenbacher (48) 
16   Darrell & Jane Gaitsch (39) 
21   Brian & Dina Nobbe (38) 
       Bill & Betty Schimpf (11) 
22   Robert & Mildred Menke (45) 
23   Russ & Bonita Lieb (35) 
24   John & Barb Grant (7) 
25   Vernon & Esther Brandt (24) 
       Eric & Brittany Buettner (2) 
       Roy & Bonnie Unterseh (47) 
26   Gary & Barbara Altes (48) 
       Scott & April Kirkley (9) 
28   Jim & Lori Smothers (27) 
29   Howard & Norma Shive (45) 
30   Robert & Willa Mae Prange (57) 
       John & Kim Valentine (6) 

 

God’s blessings to each 
of you as you celebrate 

a birthday or 
anniversary in April! 

LENTEN MIDWEEK 
DINNER & SERVICE 

Join us on Wednesday, April 5, for a Lenten dinner   
prior to our midweek evening service. Dinner will 
be held from 5-7 pm and hosted by Immanuel’s 
Board of Social Ministry.  They’ll be serving   

sloppy joes, potato salad, chips, veggies, desserts, 
and drinks.  All are welcome and a freewill        
donation is appreciated, but not required. 
Hope to see you at dinner & at service! 
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Elders‘ Shepherding Program  
(Families whose last name begins with)  

A-B    Rodney Clamors, 618-719-4023 
C-D    Jim Crawford, 618-799-8789 
E-Ha   Scott Janssen, 214-629-6975 
He-Hu   Bob Polansky, 618-979-0918 
J-K    Jason Valerius, 458-4890 
L-Mel   Wayne Collmeyer, 618-719-7235 
Men-My  Cal Neeman, 939-5137 
N-P    Elden Niemeyer, 939-7982 
R-Sche   Larry Taake, 939-4757 
Schi-Sw   Jerry Grant, 939-5032 
T-Wel   open 
Wem-Z   Larry Goessling, 939-8824 
Elders & Pastors:  Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033 
 

Have a question or would like to speak to your 
elder, feel free to call him anytime. 

Board of Social Ministry: 
 

April:  Camp Wartburg 
 

We are collecting items for Camp Wartburg in Waterloo, IL.  
Items needed include craft supplies for children of all ages, all 
kinds of cleaning supplies, and plants & bulbs. There is a barrel 
in the narthex for your donations. Thank you! 
 

Sunday School: 
 

April:  Ronald McDonald House at Cardinal Glennon 
 

Each month, the Sunday School classes take a monetary offering for 
a specific charity. Thank you to all of the Pre-K through 8th grade  
students that contribute to these collections each month! 
 

Bi-County Backpack Program: 
 

This is an ongoing collection that supports children in Red Bud, 
Valmeyer, and Waterloo throughout the year.  See the weekly       
bulletins for a list of items needed. 

Monthly Collections 

Sunday Education Hour (9-10 am):  This Bible study hour consists of Sunday School for the youth (3 
years old to 8th grade), a young adult Bible study (high school & college age) on Christian Prayer led by   
Pastor Demski in the youth room; a study on the book of James entitled “James: Epistle of Straw or Practical 
Guide for Christian Living” led by Pastor Troup in the overflow room; and a “Sticky Faith” Bible study for 
young adults and families led by Scott & Jen Janssen and Tim Scheibe in the church basement kitchen. 
 
Men’s Bible Study:  A Bible study on the book of Matthew led by Pastor Troup is held at Burger King  
every Tuesday at 6:30 am. 
 
Wednesday Morning Adult Bible Class:  This Bible study and fellowship time is held every  
Wednesday at 9:30am. This class is led by Pastor Demski, and they are studying the book of Jeremiah. 
 
Ladies’ Bible Study:  We’re taking a break for Easter.  Look here for more info on the next study. 
 
Adult Information Classes:  If you are interested in this class, please let Pastor Troup know. 
 
Elders’ Bible Study:  A number of Immanuel ’s elders will be leading a Bible study called “What Jesus    
Demands from the World” in their homes every month.  These studies focus on who Jesus is, what He       
expects of us, and how He provides loving direction and strength for our good and ultimate satisfaction.  
Please feel free to contact the Bible study leaders if you would like more information.  All are welcome!   
Refreshments will be served each evening. 
 

 Sunday, April 2 - 7:00 pm at Bob Polansky’s house (6820 Fountain Oaks, Waterloo) - 618-979-0918 - 
   They’ll be covering chapter 6 led by Rodney Clamors & Bob Polansky. 
 Sunday, April 23 - 7:00 pm at Jim Crawford’s house (16 Mary Court, Waterloo) - 618-799-8789 -   
 They’ll cover chapters 5 & 6 led by Jim Crawford & Elden Niemeyer. 
 Sunday, May 7 - 7:00 pm at Wayne Collmeyer’s house (209 Crosswinds Ct, Waterloo) - 618-719- 
  7235 - They’ll be covering chapters 5 & 6 led by Wayne Collmeyer & Scott Janssen. 

Bible Study Opportunities! 
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Baptisms: 

 

2/4/17—Asher James Vadnal, son of 

Derek Vadnal and Jamie Stueve-Vadnal 

 

Funerals: 

 

2/1/17—Shirley Moeckel 

February Church Attendance 

February 2017 

Official Acts 

In Our Prayers... 
 

Please note:  The names listed below will remain on our public prayer list 
for two weeks unless the church office is notified otherwise.  Thank you. 
 

We Pray for our Fellow Parishioners: Millie Menke, Erwin 
Liefer, Doris Horn, Nancy Huck, Isabel Gibbons, Sandy 
Moore, Esther Brandt, Joan Rehmer, Vic Brueggemann,     
Kolton May, Lana Mueller 
 

We Pray for Friends and Relatives of Parishioners:        
Michael Washausen, Nina Van Kamp, Ken Horn, Al Gruber, 
Karen Altes, Kurt Klotzer, Nicole Bachelier, Marlene Tonkins, 
Scott Nobbe, Lydia Boyer, Corey Koester, Barb Reinholz, 
Robert Helfrich, Rita Helfrich 
 

We Pray for Those in the Service of Our Nation: Alicia 
Kirkley, Dustin Bender, Aaron Bommarito, Alex Naumann, 
Paul Doty, Jonathan Fuller, Amanda Milburn 
 

We Pray for Our Missionaries and Special Missions: Er ic 
& Linda Funke (Tanzania), Unity Lutheran Elementary School 
(East St. Louis, IL) 

Our February Finances 

 February 2017 (4)    968 
 February 2016 (4)    913 
 February 1987 (5)  1024 

 
2017 Weekly Average (as of 2/28):  240 

As of 2/28/17, there were 877 baptized members.  Total Deposits   $  34,425.71 
 Total Expenses   $  41,580.97 
 Over/(Short)    $   (7,155.26) 

 

February 28, 2017 Balances: 
 Checking    $  57,499.69 
 Scholarship Fund  $    9,406.52 
 Narthex Exp. Fund $  23,686.68 
 Nobbe Mem. Fund $    8,236.00 
 Mission Team Fund $       472.00 
 Horn Mem. Fund  $       357.16 
 Mem. Fund (Undesignated) $       830.00 
 Loan     $  20,066.64 

 

2017 Year to Date: 
 Deposits    $  70,889.14 
 Expenses   $  70,646.81 
 Over/(Short)   $       242.33 
 Unpaid Obligations $           0.00 

April 2017 Altar Flowers 
4/1—4/2 open 
4/8—4/9   In memory of Ray Jung by  
   Jenny Jung 
4/15—4/16 Lilies for Easter 
4/22—4/23 open 
4/29—4/30 open 
 

The 2017 Flower Chart is posted on the bulletin 
board in the narthex. Sign up early for the    
weekend you would like!  As your weekend gets 
closer, Sandy Thompson will contact you to give 
you more details. 

Do You Have 
an Email  
Address? 

 
Did you know that 

you could be a 
good steward by 

receiving our  
newsletter via     

e-mail?  Call or   
e-mail the church 
office and let Lisa 
know to remove 

you from the   
mailing list and 
add you to the    

e-mail list. 

Immanuel has a small group of people    
willing to help transport others to the doctor, 
store, etc,  We are in need of a few more 
volunteers to help with this service.  If you 
would like to be put on this list, please    
contact Lisa in the church office. 

Can You Help? 

Confirmation Sunday 
Five 8th grade students will be on April 30 during the 10:15 am 
service. Those being confirmed are Sophia Alu, Evan Fink, 
Paul Hoeffken, Alex Magnuson & Sami Wheat.  They will 
be presenting their essays during the services on April 22-23.  

Please keep these young people in your prayers. 
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April 2017 Worship Helpers 

Vestment Colors: 
 

 4/1—4/13    purple 
 4/14   black only 
 4/16—4/30 red 

Usher Teams: 

Saturday Accompanists: 
 

4/1, 4/22, 4/29—Ron Jones 
4/9—Joan Ruwald 

Collator: 
 

Susan Hargrave 

1   Roy Unterseh, Jim Stueve, Dennis & Raymond Brandt, Ed Arras 

2   Chuck Keller, Craig Mehner, Larry Taake, Dawn & Chase Rubemeyer 

3   Rodney & Lisa Clamors, Michael Trout, Ollney Mueller Jr. 

4   Bill Stueve, Charles Lloyd, Kevin Whelan 

5   Robert Mesnarich Jr., Pam Nagel, Don & Carol Matzenbacher 

6   Jason & Nick Valerius, Wade Marshall, Gerald Woodcock, Tim Troup 

7   Alan Stumpf, Larry Decker, Ross Schrader, Paul Broske Sr. 

8   Larry Goessling, Jim Smothers, Dave Wiese, Cal Neeman, Dean Harbison 

9   Jim Crawford, Allen Jacobs, Don & Joey Birrittier 

10   Elden Niemeyer, Sharon Osterhage, Wayne Hargrave, Wyatt Drewes 

11   Lee Eggemeyer, Ken Schanz, Roger Schanz, Curt Wittbracht 

Join us on Sunday, April 23, from 12-2 pm in the youth room for fellowship and 
digging into questions that our junior high and high school students have about 
both faith, life, and current events. Parents are welcome to stay and have some 
fellowship and encouragement together while the junior high and high schoolers 
meet with Pastor Demski for our lesson time. It's a great time, and we encourage 
anyone with junior high or high school students to get involved so we can grow 
together!  If you have any questions, just let Pastor Demski know. 

Donut Duty—Who’s on for April? 
4/2— open 
4/9— Birrittiers 
4/16— Niemeyers 
4/23— open 
4/30— open 

BASIC Youth Group News! 

***If you would like to sponsor a Sunday, 
please sign up on the list on the donut 

table or email Pastor Demski. 

Did You Know? 
A group of 10 youth and 3 adults will 

be going to the Creation Museum 
and the Arc Exhibit this summer! 
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Want to Stay Up to Date? 

Go to our website (immanuelwaterloo.org) and check it out!  Be sure to subscribe to the calendar, 
and you’ll have the most up to date info on Immanuel’s activities and events.  Also, click on          
Church News from the homepage to get access to all of the weekly announcements & updates and 
monthly newsletters.  Notice that something is missing?  Let us know! 

immanuelwaterloo.org


Greetings from the Women’s Christian Ministry (WCM)! 
 

It is time to sign-up to attend our 6th annual “Refresh and Renew” Mini Retreat!  It will be held 
on Saturday, April 22, 2017, from 9 to 11 am, here at Immanuel.  This mini-retreat appeals to 

women of faith and women of the community who are looking to be refreshed and renewed!  This women’s 
event will consist of a delicious breakfast, music, and a talented speaker.  This is a great way to relax and   
focus on God’s Word as you fellowship with other women. 
 

For questions or to preregister – call the church office, 939-6480.  You will also find information about this 
event and can register at  http://immanuelwaterloo.org/women/.  Registering ahead of time helps to make 
our preparations easier, but keep in mind, walk-ins are also welcome!  A freewill offering basket will be 
made available at the retreat.   You do not have to be a WCM member to attend.  Don’t forget to invite all of 
your girlfriends!  Women from all over the area and many from other Christian denominations attend this 
retreat.  There were 84 ladies in attendance last year and 88 in 2015—let’s hit 100 again this year!  See page 
10 for all the details!! 

Quilters’ Guild Update:  Immanuel’s Women’s Christian Ministry has reactivated a Quilters’ Guild!  Join 
them on Tuesdays from 1-4 pm and Fridays from 5:30-8:30 pm in the Sunday School room in the education 
building.  All are welcome—no matter your quilting ability!  Beginning in April, the quilters are accepting 
quilting projects from church members and people in the community.  Contact Taryn Niemeyer (618-939-
7982) for more details or to get your name (quilt) on their to-do list. 
 

             In Christ, 
             Lisa Clamors 
 

“How good and pleasant it is when sisters live together in unity!”  Psalm 133:1 

**Would you like to help with this Mini-Retreat by bringing a delicious breakfast treat such as a   
breakfast casserole, coffee cake, pastries, doughnuts, sweetbreads, fresh fruit, or juices?  If so, please 

contact me in the church office and let me know what you plan to bring.** 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS!   
During the winter quarter two students, Nicholas Hoeffken & Lauren 
Patterson, had perfect attendance.  Several others only missed 1-3 

classes and received honorable mention certificates.  Those students 
were Kelsey Crook, Ayda, Myla & Henry Eggemeyer, Rosie Fink, Jenna 
Hoeffken, Addie Janssen, TJ Joellenbeck, Sophia & Grace Thompson, 

and Grace, Avery & Caleb Troup. Keep up the good work! 

UGANDA UPDATE! 
The garden and pergolas that our mission team has 
worked on has officially been named the “Immanuel    

Gardens” in honor of our partnership in the ministry. Pretty 
cool! The garden has an official Facebook page, too.  

https://www.facebook.com/Gardensoutdoor/?pnref=story  

Reduce! Reuse! 
Recycle! 

 

Recycle your aluminum cans!  There is a 
large trash can in the kitchen for those 
cans. If you have a large amount and put 
them in trash bags, you can put the bags 
over by the white shed at the corner of 
the parking lot. The paper recycle bins 
are  located in the back of the education   
building.  Load them up with your paper 
recycling products! 

 

The youth group thanks you 
for your support! 

http://immanuelwaterloo.org/women/
https://www.facebook.com/Gardensoutdoor/?pnref=story


Page 9 Immanuel  Monthly  

Funke News: Love with Actions 
“Dear children, let us not love with words or speech, but with actions and in truth.” 1 John 3:18 

 
This month we celebrated the life and faith of a dear member of our community. We’ve 
always called her “Bibi” (grandmother), and she was one of the most consistent members 
of our church. Even though she was 90 years old and struggled to walk, she made her way 
to church each Sunday. Early into our time in Mwadui, we would greet her after the      
service and ask how she was. She would often tell us how her legs were aching. We would 
express our sympathies and tell her we were praying for her. Then finally one Sunday as 
we went through our ritual, she asked for a ride, and it hit us, “Her legs were aching! Why 
didn’t we think of this sooner?!?” We had missed the subtle hints. From that day onward we gave her a ride. Bibi Janet 
Makala entered her heavenly home February 12 and is now dancing with Jesus. Memories of her will always remind us 
that sometimes prayers are not enough in this world.  Sometimes we are called to love with action. We give thanks for all 
the opportunities God has given us and our community to love with actions this past month. 
 
Update on Deaconess Sponsorship 
As we mentioned last month, the Diakonia World Federation Conference is coming up in Chicago this summer. Servant-
leaders from over thirty-five countries will gather together to pray, learn, and grow in their understanding and implemen-
tation of service ministry. This conference provides an amazing continuing education opportunity for our Tanzanian dea-
conesses, and we would LOVE to send two of them so that they can bring back new ideas and connections for ministry 
here. We are excited to announce that $2,050 has already been raised! We still need $1,250 to send one and another 
$3,300 to the send a second. This amount will cover travel expenses, visas, food, lodging, and registration fees for the 
week. We need the money as soon as possible, because registration fees will increase soon as early registration ends. If 
your church is willing to sponsor one of these amazing deaconesses, please email me at  
Linda.Funke@GlobalLutheranOutreach.com. If you would like to contribute towards these costs, you can go 
to globallutheranoutreach.com/support-funke.html. Press the “Online Donation” button and then write the amount you 
wish to give next to the heading “Funke: Deaconess Project.” Alternatively, you can write a check to “Global Lutheran 
Outreach” with “Funke: Deaconess Project” in the memo line and send it to Global Lutheran Outreach, 6709 Ficus Dr., 
Miramar, FL 33023. 
 
Home-life 
We have settled into life back home. If you are interested in reading more about our transition back and forth between 
the U.S. and Tanzania, check out Linda’s new blog post “My Double Life” at AFunkeTimeInTanzania.blogspot.com. 
We continue to battle the insurance company about Michael’s medical bills in the U.S., so prayers are appreciated on 
that front. We’ve appreciated time to catch up with friends in our area. Linda started up her weekly English-speaking 
Bible study again, and she and Michael have been enjoying the “Before Five In A Row” homeschool activities. We are 
happy to report that Michael is now diaper/pull-up free! Michael also currently loves stencils, building mazes for his 
cars, and reading books with Mommy and Daddy. We are looking forward to another month of growth and love in     
action! 
 
Written by Eric & Linda Funke on March 4, 2017.  Would you like to be added to their email list?  If so, email Eric & Linda at    
Linda.Funke@GlobalLutheranOutreach.com and let them know. 

An Update from Our Missionary Partners... 

Mark Your Calendars Now for  
Vacation Bible School! 

June 19-23, 2017 
9:00 am—11:45 am 

 
Registration and volunteer forms will be in the May newsletter as well 

as the upcoming bulletins! 

http://globallutheranoutreach.com/support-funke.html
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Our 2017 Lenten Sermon Series 
 

Ash Wednesday, March 1—9:00 am & 7:30 pm 
Confession—Psalm 32:1-5 

 

Lenten Service, March 8—7:30 pm 
Betrayal—John 13:21-30 

 

Lenten Service, March 15—7:30 pm 
Judgment—Matthew 27:11-26 

 
Lenten Service, March 22—7:30 pm 

Compassion—Luke 22:47-51 
 

Lenten Service, March 29—7:30 pm 
Declaration—Luke 22:54-62 

 

Lenten Service, April 5—7:30 pm 
Obedience—Matthew 26:36-46 

Mark your calendars and make plans to attend 
this special service on Sunday, April 9th at 
4:00pm!  Come and experience a real life       

depiction of the Last Supper with Jesus & His 
disciples.  This service will be a bit different then 

the past several years, so join us for this 
“updated” depiction.  Invite your family & friends, 

too! 
 

Stick around for dinner!  The Fellowship  
Committee will be hosting a dinner following the 

service, and all are invited to attend. 

Few Openings Left for 
Next Year! 

 
M/W/F Class for 4 yr. olds 

8:30—11:30am 
Children must be 4 by 9/1/17. 

$50 registration fee  
(non-refundable) 

$120/month tuition (Sept—May) 
 

T/Th Class for 3 yr. olds 
8:30—11:30am 

Children must be 3 by 9/1/17. 
$50 registration fee 

(non-refundable) 
$100/month tuition (Sept—May) 

 
Visit our website 

(www.immanuelwaterloo.org) or      
contact the office 

(immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com or 939-
6480) for more information or to get 

a registration packet. 

Trivia Night 
& Silent 
Auction 

 

 
Come celebrate Cinco de Mayo with us at the 10th annual 
Trivia Night and Silent Auction sponsored by Immanuel’s  

Music Ministry on Friday, May 5th! 
 

The team with the best decorated Mexican Fiesta mesa 
(table) will receive a premio (prize). 

 

Chips and salsa (hot and mild) and non-alcoholic          
margaritas will be available for purchase. 

 

Cost is 189 pesos per person (or $10.00 American). 
8-10 people allowed per table 

The Fiesta begins at 6:30 pm with trivia starting at 7:00.   
 

Contact Lisa in the church office to reserve a table. 
immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com or 618-939-6480 

http://www.immanuelwaterloo.org
mailto:immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com
mailto:immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com


 

WORSHIP SERVICES  
 

SATURDAY 
5:30 pm 

 

SUNDAY 
7:45 am & 10:15 am 

 
Holy Communion is celebrated at every Saturday     
service, at the 7:45 am service on the 2nd and 4th   

Sundays of each month, and at the 10:15 am service 
on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of each month. 

  

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  
 

Monday – Friday 
8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

 
Pastor Troup’s day off is Monday. 

Pastor Demski’s day off is Thursday. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church  
522 S. Church Street  
Waterloo, IL 62298  

 

May God continue to bless you:  
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Don’t forget to visit us on the web… 
immanuelwaterloo.org 

You’ll find our weekly announcements and 
updates, our calendar, and other important 

information! 

2017 

immanuelwaterloo.org

