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From Our Administrative Pastor… 

Song of Solomon 8:6. Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm, for love is as 
strong as death. ESV 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters of Immanuel, 
 
The above Bible verse is from the Old Testament book, 
Song of Solomon (also called Song of Songs).  The Song 
of Solomon is unique among the books of the Bible because he extols and endorses 
the love of a husband and wife.  It shows that God, who created marriage and the one 
flesh union of a man and a woman, thinks that marriage is a pretty great thing. Song 
of Solomon also presents a picture of Christ and his Church, comparing the            
relationship of Jesus and the Christian to that of a bridegroom and his bride. Song of 
Solomon is a beautiful book, but it’s one that’s a bit difficult to understand. 
 
The above Bible verse is one of favorites from the Song of Solomon. Here the wife 
asks her husband to place her like a seal over his heart, as a seal on his arm or hand.  
Keeping in mind that seals usually were usually affixed with personal names, the wife 
was telling her husband, “I am yours and you are mine.”  Then she makes a startling 
declaration: “for (our) love is as strong as death.”  In other words, even death can’t 
stop our love.  Our love will continue even after death. 
 

This declaration is especially powerful when we think of 
Jesus as the bridegroom/husband.  Through baptism, Jesus 
made us his very own.  We are his and he is ours.  He 
placed his seal on us when he put his name on us in the 
miraculous waters of Holy Baptism—the name of the   

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  What’s more, Jesus’ love for us is so strong, death 
couldn’t keep him away from us.  Death couldn’t keep him from redeeming us.  His 
love for us is so strong, Jesus didn’t stay dead.  He came back to life, showing that his 
love is stronger than death. 
 
Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, the love Jesus has for us and the love we 
have for him will continue even after death.  The love we have for our brothers and 
sisters in Christ will continue after death.  And after Christ’s return to earth in glory, 
Jesus will abolish death forever.  His love is truly stronger than death! 
 
And, so brothers and sisters, remember Jesus’ love in all life’s joys and sorrows.    
Remember that his love is stronger than death. Remember that his love conquers 
death.  Remember that his love remains forever. Remember—and have a most     
wonderful and joyful Lent! 
 
Love in Christ,        

Song of Solomon is a 
beautiful book, but it’s 

one that’s a bit difficult 
to understand. 

What’s more, Jesus’ love 
for us is so strong, death 
couldn’t keep him away 
from us.  
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We live in a world broken by sin. In the midst of that      
brokenness, it can sometimes be tough to know how to pray. 
What should we expect when we pray? Why do we pray? 
What has God promised about prayer? Can we make God 
do what we want? I thought it might be a good time to stop 
and take a moment to discuss prayer. 
 
In Matthew 6:5-6, Jesus tells the disciples how to pray. He 
explains that when we pray, we approach the all mighty, all 
powerful creator...as a loving father. Through Christ we are 
made God’s dear children and he invites us to come to him 
about everything (Ephesians 6:10-20, 1 Thess. 5:17, Phil. 
4:4-7). We go to God about everything, but God is not a 
genie. He is not Santa. He is our Father. He knows what we 
need and we show our dependence as we pray for our daily 
needs, forgiveness, for his name to be kept holy, and so on. 
We can’t twist God’s arm to make him do anything, but we 
see times in Scripture when prayer persuades God 
(Abraham, Moses, and others are good examples of times 
when God alter’s his plans on account of prayer). God may 
not be a genie, but he’s good. Even when we read psalms in 
which the author cries out to God in agony, the author ends 
by praising God’s goodness and power, not because God 
has answered his prayer, but because God keeps his promise 
of love and mercy in the end. 
 
I get concerned when I hear people reference Scripture and 
suggest that God has promised that through our prayers God 
WILL fix EVERY situation in this life. The thing is, God 
has not promised in Scripture that he will always heal, fix, 
or do what we ask when we pray...in this life. God has not 
promised that everything will be okay if we pray hard 
enough or have enough faith. If that is where we look for 
God’s goodness; if THAT is where we place our faith…in 
OUR prayer and OUR faith, then we will be disappointed. 
When things don’t get better in this life, the devil will start 
tempting us to believe God isn’t good or that we don’t have 
enough faith. 
 
So, how do we see God’s goodness? What has God     
promised? We look to the place where God historically and 
definitively revealed his goodness. We look to Christ on the 
cross. The narrative of God’s goodness in Scripture and 
history culminates in Christ’s death and resurrection for the 
forgiveness of our sins. Does that mean we shouldn’t pray 
for the things that concern us? No. Does that mean that 
healing and change never come (whether miraculous or   
explainable)? No! BUT our trust is not in a promise that the 
answer to prayer will come in this life. Instead, our trust is 
in God’s eternal goodness that promises that our sins are 
forgiven and in death we rest in the hands of the loving  
savior until Christ returns and we are eternally restored in a 
sinless eternity. That hope doesn’t completely erase the pain 
of loss and suffering in this life, but it certainly gives us a 
real peace and sure hope in the midst of mourning and    
sorrow. Romans 8 and Philippians 1:18-26 dig into this. 
 

Our hope and trust are in the promise God HAS made:        
Forgiveness of our sins for a right standing with God  
BECAUSE of Jesus who stands in our place. We pray at all 
times knowing that our loving Father hears us. We pray as  
Jesus taught and always trusting that his will be done in every 
situation. We may not see all prayers answered in this life. 
Then again, in Christ, this life isn’t the end of the story. Praise 
be to God!  
 
Want to chat about this or other questions? Feel free to contact 
me. 

From Our Associate Pastor…            “Ask the Pastor” 

A “Note” from our Music Director 

Lent and Easter rehearsals... 
 
March will be all about Lent and Easter music preparations 
for Immanuel's choirs. 
 
The music that encompasses both of these back-to-back  
seasons beautifully reflects the life of our Lord and Savior 
in His last years of His adult ministry. Sometimes    
throughout Lent, the “tones/chords” when sung/played 
make one ‘cringe’ a bit due to the dischords heard...bringing 
to mind the pain and agony that Christ bore and suffered as 
He traveled to the cross. 
 
Then there are those more closely blended tones/chords… 
giving one an overwhelming sense of joy on Easter morning 
of knowing Christ conquered death, and He is alive! 
 
I pray that the music provided by the various choirs during 
the month of March be meaningful and an inspiration to 
worshippers as we travel to the cross together. 
 
Immanuel Choirs: 
PS-2nd Grade Sunday School Choir 
3rd-6th Grade Sunday School Choir 
Adult Choir 
Immanubells 
Agape Ringers 
(for more information check out the Music Ministry on   
Immanuel's website) 
 
Serving Him,  
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March Birthdays & 
Anniversaries 

Parish Leaders  
 

Pastors: 
 

Rev. Dr. Tony Troup, 618-340-8375   Administrative 
Rev. Merritt Demski, 847-254-9666     Associate 

 

Church & School Staff: 
 
Lisa Clamors, 618-719-4954       Office Secretary  
Ann Frank, 282-6597       Music Director 
Sandy Mueller        Housekeeping 
Ken Schanz         Groundskeeper/Maintenance 
Cindy Troup, 618-340-0757     Preschool Co-Director 
Linda Polansky, 618-980-3475     Preschool Co-Director 
 

Church Council: 
 
Lee Eggemeyer, 458-8555       President  
Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033     Vice-President 
Laura Kinzinger, 939-8175      Secretary 
David Powell, 618-974-9222      Treasurer 
Warren Frank, 282-6597    Financial Secretary 
Taryn Niemeyer, 939-7982    Christian Education 
Allen Jacobs, 939-3035       Church Properties 
Colby Crook, 618-910-2825          Evangelism 
Sandy Mueller, 618-420-1373     Social Ministry 
Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033       Spiritual Ministry 
Pat Kelly, Sr., 636-373-2967        Stewardship 
Sandy Nichols, 618-340-0520     Youth Ministry 
 

Other Volunteers: 
 
Cindy Troup        Sunday School Superintendent 
Louise Nobbe           Head Sacristans 
Marilyn Collette, Dianne Holle, and Deb Joellenbeck 
Sandy Thompson      Flower Coordinator 
Lisa Clamors       Women’s Christian Ministry 
Janet Crawford        Fellowship Committee 
 

Field Education Students: 
 
Nathan (Mariah) Abel, 4th year  832-257-8788 
Ben (Gini) Spaulding, 1st year   586-588-1756 

 
Have you ever thought about joining one of  

Immanuel's Boards or committees? If so, please  
contact the appropriate person listed above. 

Happy Birthday 
to… 
 

1     Cliff Bense 
       Jennifer Prather 
       Jennifer Valerius 
2     Diane Marshall 
       Terry Ward 
3     Jensen Bouquet 
       Morgan Hoeffken 
       Jim Smothers 
       Elizabeth Troup 
4     Colby Crook 
       Pat Jones 
       Jack Metzger 
5     Vicki Clark 
       Steven Jarvis 
       Ollney Mueller Jr. 
6     Todd Beelman 
       Christa Veath 
       Gerald Woodcock 
7     Melissa Bommarito 
8     Barb Heimburger 
       Andrew Naber 
       Linda Wittbracht 
9     Tessie Cadman 
10   Kayleigh Luter 
       Michael Mitchell 
11   Josh Campbell 
       Irene Proctor 
       Thomas Wiese 
15   Clark Deptula 
16   Bernice Fuller 
       Grant Melliere 
       Stephanie Blakeslee 
17   Randy Bise 
       Avery Collmeyer 
       Sue Rahn 
       Ashley Ramsey 
18   Brielle Fink 
       Michael Haare 
       Tim Scheibe 
19   Nathan Bise 
       Nadine Rowold 
21   Grace Herschbach 
       Jessy Horrell 
22   Lee Doty 
       Ian Schrader 
       Susan Starbuck 
23   Yvonne Brandt 
24   Andrew Glessner 
25   Erica Crawford 
       Brian Horn 
       Gary Layton 
       Tiffany Schultheis 
26   Jim Crawford 
       Paige Gruber 
       Wyatt Hoeffken 

27   Justin Kinzinger 
       Dinah Pflasterer 
28   Ryan Beelman 
       Lucas Smothers  
       Gerald Straub 
29   Roger Prescher 
       Andy Wynn 
30   Rev. Merritt Demski 
31   Erika Lloyd 
 

Happy Anniversary to… 
 
4     Verlyn & Irene Proctor (45) 
 
12   Butch & Laurie Sparwasser  

(23) 
 

18   Mark & Denise Gruber (28) 
 
20   Gregory & Jean Hoeffken  

(18) 
 

25   Alan & Norine Stumpf (34) 
 
28   Scott & Mandy Soma (2) 
 

God’s blessings to each 
of you as you celebrate 

a birthday or 
anniversary in March! 

We’re looking for a 
few greeters for 

each of  our         
services. Can you 

help?  All you need 
to do is be friendly 

and welcome    
people coming to 
worship.  Contact 
Lisa in the church 
office if  you can 

help. 

Greeters 
Needed! 
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Elders‘ Shepherding Program  
(Families whose last name begins with)  

A-B    Rodney Clamors, 618-719-4023 
C-D    Jim Crawford, 618-799-8789 
E-Ha   Scott Janssen, 214-629-6975 
He-Hu   Bob Polansky, 618-979-0918 
J-K    Jason Valerius, 458-4890 
L-Mel   Wayne Collmeyer, 618-719-7235 
Men-My  Cal Neeman, 939-5137 
N-P    Elden Niemeyer, 939-7982 
R-Sche   Larry Taake, 939-4757 
Schi-Sw   Jerry Grant, 939-5032 
T-Wel   open 
Wem-Z   Larry Goessling, 939-8824 
Elders & Pastors:  Alan Stumpf, 618-719-9033 
 

Have a question or would like to speak to your 
elder, feel free to call him anytime. 

Board of Social Ministry: 
 

March & April:  Camp Wartburg 
 

We are collecting items for Camp Wartburg in Waterloo, IL.  
Items needed include craft supplies for children of all ages, all 
kinds of cleaning supplies, and plants & bulbs.  There is a barrel 
in the narthex for your donations. Thank you! 
 

Sunday School: 
 

March:  Camp Wartburg 
 

Each month, the Sunday School classes take a monetary offering for 
a specific charity. Thank you to all of the Pre-K through 8th grade  
students that contribute to these collections each month! 
 

Bi-County Backpack Program: 
 

This is an ongoing collection that supports children in Red Bud, 
Valmeyer, and Waterloo throughout the year.  See the weekly       
bulletins for a list of items needed. 

Monthly Collections 

Sunday Education Hour (9-10 am):  This Bible study hour consists of Sunday School for the youth (3 
years old to 8th grade), a young adult Bible study (high school & college age) on Matthew led by Pastor 
Demski in the youth room; a study on the book of James entitled “James: Epistle of Straw or Practical Guide 
for Christian Living” led by Pastor Troup in the overflow room; and a “Sticky Faith” Bible study for young 
adults and families led by Scott & Jen Janssen and Tim Scheibe in the church basement kitchen. 
 
Men’s Bible Study:  A Bible study on the book of Matthew led by Pastor Troup is held at Burger King  
every Tuesday at 6:30 am. 
 
Wednesday Morning Adult Bible Class:  This Bible study and fellowship time is held every  
Wednesday at 9:30am. This class is led by Pastor Demski, and they are studying the book of Jeremiah. 
 
Ladies’ Bible Study:  Join them on Thursdays at 7:00 pm in the overflow room as they study “A    
Woman of Contentment: Ecclesiastes” by Dee Brestin. 
 
Adult Information Classes:  If you are interested in this class, please let Pastor Troup know. 
 
Elders’ Bible Study:  A number of Immanuel ’s elders will be leading a Bible study called “What Jesus    
Demands from the World” in their homes every month.  These studies focus on who Jesus is, what He       
expects of us, and how He provides loving direction and strength for our good and ultimate satisfaction.  
Please feel free to contact the Bible study leaders if you would like more information.  All are welcome!   
Refreshments will be served each evening. 
 

 Sunday, March 5 - 7:00 pm at Rodney Clamors’ house (311 Grand Ave, Waterloo) - 618-719-4954 -  
  They’ll be covering chapters 4 & 5 led by Rodney Clamors & Bob Polansky 
 Sunday, March 12 - 7:00 pm at Jim Crawford’s house (16 Mary Court, Waterloo) - 618-799-8789 -  
  They’ll cover chapters 3 & 4 led by Jim Crawford & Elden Niemeyer. 
 Sunday, March 19 - 7:00 pm at Wayne Collmeyer’s house (209 Crosswinds Ct, Waterloo) - 618-719- 
  7235 - They’ll be covering chapter 5 led by Wayne Collmeyer & Scott Janssen. 

Bible Study Opportunities! 
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Baptisms: 

 

1/1/17—Brooklyn Grace Kubelka, daughter of  

Michael Kubelka & Heidi Matzenbacher 

 

1/22/17—Brantley Tucker Soma, son of Scott &  

Mandy nee Brandt Soma 

 

1/28/17—Rosemary “Rosie” Felice Fink, daughter of 

Mike & Michelle nee Pulcher Fink 

 

Funerals: 

 

1/24/17—Edward Bense (non-member) 

January Church Attendance 

January 2017 Official Acts In Our Prayers... 
 

Please note:  The names listed below will remain on our 
public prayer list for two weeks unless the church office is 
notified otherwise.  Thank you. 
 

We Pray for our Fellow Parishioners: Millie     
Menke, Erwin Liefer, Doris Horn, Nancy Huck, 
Isabel Gibbons, Sandy Moore, Esther Brandt, 
Joan Rehmer, Kim Holtgrieve, Tom Bequette, 
Marvin Henry, Perry Koch, Clem Ruesler, Don 
Moeller, Cal Neeman 
 

We Pray for Friends and Relatives of          
Parishioners:  Michael Washausen, Nina Van 
Kamp, Ken Horn, Al Gruber, Karen Altes, Kurt 
Klotzer, Nicole Bachelier, Ginny Sweet, Luke 
Blakeslee, Denise Moman, Lydia Boyer 
 

We Pray for Those in the Service of Our    
Nation: Alicia Kirkley, Dustin Bender , Aaron 
Bommarito, Alex Naumann, Paul Doty,         
Jonathan Fuller, Amanda Milburn 
 

We Pray for Our Missionaries and Special        
Missions: Er ic & Linda Funke (Tanzania), 
Unity Lutheran Elementary School (East St. 
Louis, IL) 

Our January Finances 
  January 2017 (4)    949 
  January 2016 (5)  1251 
  January 1987 (4)    882  

 
2017 Weekly Average (as of 1/31):  237 

As of 1/31/17, there were 877 baptized members. 

 Total Deposits   $  36,463.43 
 Total Expenses   $  29,065.84 
 Over/(Short)    $    7,397.59 

 

January 31, 2017 Balances: 
 Checking    $  64,654.95 
 Scholarship Fund  $    9,406.52 
 Narthex Exp. Fund $  23,686.68 
 Nobbe Mem. Fund $    8,236.00 
 Mission Team Fund $       472.00 
 Horn Mem. Fund  $    1,335.00 
 Mem. Fund (Undesignated) $       830.00 
 Loan     $  22,400.32 

 

2017 Year to Date: 
 Deposits    $  36,463.43 
 Expenses   $  29,065.84 
 Over/(Short)   $    7,397.59 
 Unpaid Obligations $           0.00 

March 2017 Altar Flowers 
3/4—3/5 open 
3/11—3/12  open 
3/18—3/19 open 
3/25—3/26 open 
 

The 2017 Flower Chart is posted on the bulletin board in the    
narthex. Sign up early for the weekend you would like!  As your 
weekend gets closer, Sandy Thompson will contact you to give you 
more details. 

Do You Have an Email Address? 
Did you know that you could be a good steward by receiving our  

newsletter via e-mail?  Call or e-mail the church office and let Lisa 
know to remove you from the mailing list and add you to the e-mail list. 

Immanuel has a small group of people willing to help transport 
others to the doctor, store, etc,  We are in need of a few more 
volunteers to help with this service.  If you would like to be put 
on this list, please contact Lisa in the church office. 

Can You Help? 



Page 6 Immanuel  Monthly  

March 2017 Worship Helpers 

Vestment Colors: 
 

 3/1—3/31    purple 

Usher Teams: 

Saturday Accompanists: 
 

3/4—Ann Frank & Band 
 

3/18 & 3/25—Ron Jones 
 

3/11—Joan Ruwald 

Collator: 
 

Georgia Wynn 

1   Roy Unterseh, Jim Stueve, Dennis & Raymond Brandt, Ed Arras 

2   Chuck Keller, Craig Mehner, Larry Taake, Dawn & Chase Rubemeyer 

3   Rodney & Lisa Clamors, Michael Trout, Ollney Mueller Jr. 

4   Bill Stueve, Charles Lloyd, Kevin Whelan 

5   Robert Mesnarich Jr., Pam Nagel, Don & Carol Matzenbacher 

6   Jason & Nick Valerius, Wade Marshall, Gerald Woodcock, Tim Troup 

7   Alan Stumpf, Larry Decker, Ross Schrader, Paul Broske Sr. 

8   Larry Goessling, Jim Smothers, Dave Wiese, Cal Neeman, Dean Harbison 

9   Jim Crawford, Allen Jacobs, Don & Joey Birrittier 

10   Elden Niemeyer, Sharon Osterhage, Wayne Hargrave, Wyatt Drewes 

11   Lee Eggemeyer, Ken Schanz, Roger Schanz, Curt Wittbracht 

Take a trip to Concordia Seminary!  We’ll be heading over to the Seminary Food 
Bank to deliver our donations on Saturday, March 11.  We’ll be leaving the    
education building at 1:00 pm and plan to return around 4:30 pm.  All youth are 
welcome to join us! 
 

Join us on Sunday, March 19, from 12-2 pm in the youth room for fellowship and 
digging into questions that our junior high and high school students have about 
both faith, life, and current events. Parents are welcome to stay and have some 

fellowship and encouragement together while the junior high and high schoolers meet with Pastor Demski for our lesson 
time. It's a great time, and we encourage anyone with junior high or high school students to get involved so we can grow 
together!  If you have any questions, just let Pastor Demski know. 
 

Donut Duty—Who’s on for March? 
3/5— open 
3/12— Birrittier 
3/19— open 
3/26— open 

BASIC Youth Group News! 

***If you would like to sponsor a Sunday, please sign up on the 
list on the bulletin board in the narthex or email Pastor Demski. 
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Want to Stay Up to Date? 

Go to our website (immanuelwaterloo.org) and check it out!  Be sure to subscribe to the calendar, 
and you’ll have the most up to date info on Immanuel’s activities and events.  Also, click on          
Church News from the homepage to get access to all of the weekly announcements & updates and 
monthly newsletters.  Notice that something is missing?  Let us know! 

immanuelwaterloo.org


Greetings from the Women’s Christian Ministry (WCM)! 
 

Ladies, there are many opportunities for fellowship among women within our congregation, our 
community, and our district within the next couple months. 

 
There will be a Spring Retreat on Saturday, March 11th at Zion Lutheran Church in Belleville, IL.  The SID 
LWML Spring Rally will be held on Saturday, March 18th at Bethany Lutheran Church in Fairview Heights, 
IL.  And, the 17th annual Women’s Day of Renewal will be held on Saturday, March 25th at Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church in Collinsville, IL.  Want more information about any of these events?  Flyers are posted on 
the bulletin board in the narthex or you can contact me directly. 
 
Then, in April, our women will be hosting our 6th annual “Refresh and Renew” Mini Retreat!  It will be held 
on Saturday, April 22, 2017, from 9am to 11am, here at Immanuel.  This mini-retreat appeals to women of 
faith and women of the community who are looking to be refreshed and renewed!  This women’s event will 
consist of a delicious breakfast, music, and a talented speaker.  This is a great way to relax and focus on God’s 
Word as you fellowship with other women. 
 
See the flyer on page 10 for more details and how to register!  You can also visit the WCM page on  
Immanuel’s website (http://immanuelwaterloo.org/women) for all the latest info, the flyer, and to register!  
While registering ahead of time helps to make our preparations easier, walk-ins are always welcome! 
 
By the way, I’ll be touching base in more detail about our retreat in next month’s newsletter.  Until then, 
spread the word and invite your friends & family!  Want a couple flyers to pass on?  Let me know! 
 
Join us for a Ladies’ Movie Night on Friday, March 24th at 6:00 pm.  Movie and location are to be              
determined but it’s sure to be a fun evening with lots of laughs, yummy snacks, and fellowship.  Watch the 
bulletins for more details! 
 
Did you hear the news?!?!?!  Immanuel’s Women’s Christian Ministry has reactivated a Quilters’ Guild!  Join 
them on Tuesdays from 1-4 pm and Fridays from 5:30-8:30 pm in the Sunday School room in the education 
building.  All are welcome—no matter your quilting ability!  Contact Taryn Niemeyer (618-939-7982) for more 
details. 

    
   In Christ, 
 
   Lisa Clamors 
 
 

“How good and pleasant it is when sisters live together in unity!”  Psalm 133:1 

Our next Women’s Christian Ministry 
meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 

21, at 7:00 pm in the overflow room. 
All are welcome! 
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Reduce! Reuse! Recycle! 
 

Recycle your aluminum cans!  There is a large trash can in the kitchen for those cans. If you have a large 
amount and put them in trash bags, you can put the bags over by the white shed at the corner of the parking 
lot. The paper recycle bins are located in the back of the education building.  Load them up with your paper 
recycling products! 
 

The youth group thanks you for your support! 

http://immanuelwaterloo.org/women/mini-retreat


Anyone wishing to donate to the narthex expansion project may do so by placing your dona-
tion in a regular envelope and labeling it “Narthex Expansion.”  This will be added to the Nar-
thex Expansion Exploration Fund.  This fund will become our building fund once the building 
project has been completely approved by the congregation. 

Narthex Expansion Project 
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Funke News:  Stewards 
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms." 1 Peter 4:10 
 
Lately we have had many reminders that all belongs to God, and we are merely stewards of what we have been given. We are     
caretakers of our time, our money, our house, our planet, and our natural abilities and skill. We knew this even before moving    
overseas, yet living off the generosity of others has made us even more aware of our role as stewards. We are grateful for every   
opportunity we have been given to serve our communities and for all of you who continue to love and encourage us.  
 
Last Weeks in the U.S. 
Our last few weeks in the U.S. were a flurry of activity. Jennifer Williams took Funke family pictures for us. Eric spent a few days 
with his sister in Minnesota. We enjoyed Brian and Alison’s Christmas gift to us—a double date night, including a night at a hotel 
while Eric’s parents graciously watched all four grandkids. We caught up with more friends in St. Louis, enjoyed a few more family 
dinners, finished up last doctors’ visits, packed, and then before we knew it, it was time to head back. If you would like to see more 
pictures from our last few weeks in the U.S., click here. Thank you to all who made these last four months so memorable and special. 
 
Since We’ve Been Back… 
Life definitely did not slow down upon our return. After 41 hours of travel (20 hours on planes), we finally arrived in Tanzania. 
Once we reached Mwadui, Michael enjoyed time with his friends here, and we began unpacking, setting our house back up, looking 
for a school for Baraka, starting to plan the next Community Health Evangelism training (Feb. 28-March. 3), getting to know our 
new Peace Corps volunteer Taylor better, and teaching. We brought back six laptops from the Lutheran High School Association for 
our school. We also brought back over $1,000 dollars for books for the library and supplies for the computer lab! Thank you to all 
who donated! School is back in session, and the new administration building (pictured below) will be ready in a month or two. Dale 
Talsma, GLO’s International Missionary Developer, joined us for two nights so that he could meet with Rev. Nzelu and Bishop   
Makala and help us process all that has happened in the last year of ministry. Then we all headed to Mwanza to celebrate the        
ordination of fellow GLO missionary Dixon Gbeanquoi and eight other pastors. We are so happy for him! With that trip, our four 
months of nearly constant travel are complete, and we are looking forward to settling back into our life and work here. :-) 
 
Written by Eric & Linda Funke on February 7, 2017.  Would you like to be added to their email list?  If so, email Eric & Linda at 
Linda.Funke@GlobalLutheranOutreach.com and let them know. 

An Update from Our Missionary Partners... 

CAN YOU HELP? 
 

Immanuel has a small group of 
people willing to help transport 
others to the doctor, store, etc,  
We are in need of a few more   

volunteers to help with this        
service.  If you would like to be put 
on this list, please contact Lisa in 

the church office. 

NEW PEW BIBLES! 
 

Did you  notice the new ESV Bibles and Children’s 
Bibles in the pews? These Bibles were donated in 
loving memory of Lorine Horn and will be          
dedicated during the 10:15 am service this     
weekend. By the way, the wooden holders for 
these Bibles were donated years ago in loving 
memory of Rich Horn and were originally used for 
many years for the Hymnal Supplements which 
were given in memory of Walter Horn. Thanks to 
the Horn family for these generous gifts given to 
the glory of God over the many years. 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/AFunkeTimeInTanzania/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1408220055885876
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LENTEN MIDWEEK 
DINNERS 

 
Join us each Wednesday during Lent 
(March 1—April 5) for a Lenten dinner   
prior to our midweek evening services.  
Dinner will be held from 5-7 pm and hosted 
by various boards/committees.  Everything 
from soup to pasta to Mexican to sloppy 
joes and more will be served each week  
depending on who’s hosting!  All are     
welcome and a freewill donation is          
appreciated (but not required) to benefit our 
various organizations and missions. 
 

Come for dinner and stay for        
fellowship!  See you there! 

Our 2017 Lenten Sermon Series 
 

Ash Wednesday, March 1—9:00 am & 7:30 pm 
Confession—Psalm 32:1-5 

 

Lenten Service, March 8—7:30 pm 
Betrayal—John 13:21-30 

 

Lenten Service, March 15—7:30 pm 
Judgment—Matthew 27:11-26 

 
Lenten Service, March 22—7:30 pm 

Compassion—Luke 22:47-51 
 

Lenten Service, March 29—7:30 pm 
Declaration—Luke 22:54-62 

 

Lenten Service, April 5—7:30 pm 
Obedience—Matthew 26:36-46 

Mark your calendars and make plans to 

attend this special service on Sunday, 

April 9th at 4:00pm!  Come and          

experience a real life depiction of the Last 

Supper with Jesus & His disciples.  This 

service will be a bit different then the past 

several years, so join us for this “updated” 

depiction.  Invite your family & friends, 

too! 
 

Stick around for dinner!  The           

Fellowship Committee will be hosting a 

dinner following the service, and all are 

invited to attend. 
 

STILL LOOKING FOR 4 MEN AND 1 

WOMAN (high school age and up) to   

participate in the Living Last Supper.  

Please contact Don Birrittier (314-724-

2690) as soon as possible if you would like 

to participate.  If you have been “on the 

fence” about participating, please contact 

Don and talk with him.  We NEED to 

have 13 men and 2 women to have a full 

cast, and your help is appreciated! 

Immanuel’s 
Preschool is now 

registering for the 
2017-2018 school 

year! 
 
 
M/W/F Class for 4 yr. 
olds 
8:30—11:30am 
Children must be 4 by 9/1/17. 
$50 registration fee (non-refundable) 
$120/month tuition (Sept—May) 
 
T/Th Class for 3 yr. olds 
8:30—11:30am 
Children must be 3 by 9/1/17. 
$50 registration fee (non-refundable) 
$100/month tuition (Sept—May) 

 
Visit our website (www.immanuelwaterloo.org) or   

contact the office (immanuelwaterloo@gmail.com or 
939-6480) for more information or to get a          

registration packet. 



 

WORSHIP SERVICES  
 

SATURDAY 
5:30 pm 

 

SUNDAY 
7:45 am & 10:15 am 

 
Holy Communion is celebrated at every Saturday     
service, at the 7:45 am service on the 2nd and 4th   

Sundays of each month, and at the 10:15 am service 
on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of each month. 

  

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  
 

Monday – Friday 
8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

 
Pastor Troup’s day off is Monday. 

Pastor Demski’s day off is Thursday. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church  
522 S. Church Street  
Waterloo, IL 62298  

 

May God continue to bless you:  
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Don’t forget to visit us on the web… 
immanuelwaterloo.org 

You’ll find our weekly announcements and 
updates, our calendar, and other important 

information! 

2017 

immanuelwaterloo.org

